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| NTRODUCTI ON

The historic inventory of Gentry County was conducted
durirg January and February of 1980. |n attempting to locate
the various sites, buildings and objects, local resource
persons were contacted in each Township. The Tri-County
Historical Society Served as the local resource agent and
nominated the majority of the architectural sites in King City.
Mrs. Aletha Whittington of Stanberry, Missouri, was of
valuable assistance in surveying the area and is the local
contact person for the society. James Gibson provided assis-
tance in the rest of the county and is well acquainted with
the area.

Miss Nancy Sandehn worked as an assistant in surveying
the area. She made the primary contacts with the resource
persons in each township and the initial .survey was carried
out under her guidance.Another source of obtaining site and
architectural locations in the county was by using the w nd-
shield technique. This was extremely useful in discovering
agricultural architecture since a majority of these structures
were missed in the first survey of the area.

The final forms were completed{by Thomas W. Carneal,
Associate Professor of History at Northwest Missouri State
University. John Huffman of Architects and Planners Colla-
borative, Kansas City, Missouri, served as the architectural

resource person and Robert Bray of the State Archaeological

Survey office as the archaeological resource person.
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Dr. Harmon Mothershead of Northwest Missouri State University
served as historical research advisor on the project.

After completing the initial survey, one must conclude that
some sites were missed and therefore the survey must remain open
for f»urther additions as more research is carried out. Some of
the nominated si'tes stand on their architectural merit but need
further research on their historical significance.

The survey indicated there is a wealth of Queen Anne and
rural Gothic architectural styles in the area. There are several
areas which possess the possibility of being developed as
historical districts, especially Albany and Stanberry. In
King City there would be the option of developing a multiple
resource district in the downtown area along Vermont Street. In
Albany this same plan could be used along I-lundley Street. There
Is a voluminous amount of sites and materials which portray the
agricultural nature' of the county.

In attempting to evaluate the significance of the inventory
in each Township, the resource and advisory group looked at each
nomination. The historical sites are separated from the archaeo-
logical sites and have separate code and numbering systems and
can be checked against the mg included with the survey.

“The inventory definitely indicates several sites that are
worthy of nomination to the National Register. |In addition to the
options mentioned above the primary project for the next year
should be the nomination of:

1. The Gentry County Courthouse at Albany.

. 2. The Church a.t Gentryville.
The Harris Barn near King City.

A~ W

- The Stole House near Stanberry.
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ADDENDUM
The Gentry County Courthouse was nominated by Thomas W.
Carneal to the National Register of Historic Places in January,
1980. The nomination was approved by the State Council on
April. 25, 1980 and was forwarded to the Department of Interior

as of May 1, 1980.



Gentry County: A Short History

Gentry County, organized in 1841, was named after
Colonel Richard Gentry who died in Florida while on a military
expedition. Early settlers came from Kentucky, Tennessee, and
the Carolinas with a few from Illinois and Indiana, plus a
scattering of German immigrants. Immediately after Missouri's
statehood in 1821, adventureers and squatters tenated the area
but the permanent settlers came in the late 1830's and early
1840's. Most of the settlers were farmers with an appropriate
number Of artisans, craftsmen, professional men and opportunists.
Being Southerners, they were generally Democrat in their politics
but opposed to war and secession. Gentry County returned to the
Democrat fold after Reconstruction.

The religious preference of the early settlers reflected
their southern background as surely as their politics. Various
sects of the Methodists, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Christian
Churches were predominant. That same southern mountain heritage

appesved In the use and possession of "corn juice"™ as a barter
trade item in local stores, as a social equalizer and again in the
"local option"™ decisions in 1887. At a special election in the
Fall of 1887, Gentry County voted against local option.

The trade areas of the county are centered around the three
communities of Albany, King City, and Stanberry. Albany serves
as county.seat, while King City and Stanberry are local trading

areas. The tracks of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy

railroads originally tied much of the area together running



southwesterly from Albany to King City in Gentry County.

In the spring of 1980, the Burlington Northern, present owner

of the system,, is trying to abandon the line which will leave the
area’without rail service. A number of improved state roads and
U.S. 169 and 136 providé an adequate highway system throughout
the area.

There are a number of small communities in the area.

Ford City, formerly Yolo and then Miller, was originally located
on the farm of John G. Miller and still had a bank and a number
of business enterprises in the 1920's. Siloanm Sprir]gs attracted
people because of the pure mineral water. The small hamlets of
Alanthus Grove, Berlin, Carmack, Darlington, ‘Erﬁpire Prairie,
Evona, Gentry, Gentryville |sjand City, McCurry, and McFall
were never more than crossroad stores or railroad switching
terminals.

Gentry County's major water system is the Grand River with
several small tributaries. Along this broad stream, the soil,is
a black sand loam. There are bluff lands in the northeast and
northwest parts of the county* The rest of the area is a gentle
rolling prairie all lying within the glacial plains of Northwest
Missouri. At one time, huge stands of timber dominated by white and
black oak, wal nut, elm, hickory, cottonwood and ash dominated
the area. Little remains today as the more valuable of the woods
were harvested for construction and the rest destroyed to clear
the land for farming. Livestock is the principle product of the

area with corn andsoybeans being the important agricultural 'crops.



Wheat, oats, barley, and rye have been grown in the past in signi-
ficant quanities. Hemp, flax, and tobacco were grown in the
19th century.- Orchards of apple, pear, cherry, peach, and plum
treeé were common both as commercial enterprises and as family
orchards but little of this activity exists in 1980.

As is true of most similar counties in Northwest Missouri
based on agriculture and removed at a distance from fast gromng
urban areas, there has been a steady decline in population since
1910 with a fairly rap'i.d acceleration following World Wa II.

In the decade of 1940 to 1950, the county declined by 2,765
making a 21% drop from a total of 13,359. The period of 1920
to 1970 showed a decline from 15634 to 8,060 or a 50% decline
ina fifty year period.

The story of Gentry County is quite synonomus with the
experience of other Northwest' Missouri agricultural communities.
Although Gentry County is not unique, it remains a " special

place”™ for those whose ancestry have roots there.
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PERSONAL INTERVIEWS

Adams, Austin, County Collector
Grant City.

Barrett, Mrs. Richard, Albany
Bennett Family, King Gty

Bray, Katherine, Gentryville
Bulla, William ITI, King City
Burke, W.P., King City

Burl, John, King City

Clark, Carl G., King City

Clark, Clifford, King City
Combs , Mr&Mrs. Larry, King Gty
Combs, Mr&Mrs. Roger, King City
Culver Family, King Gty
Davidson, Dudly, King Gty
Dayle, Mrs. John, Albany
Ferguson, Miller, King City
Gibson, James, King Gty

Mash, Georgee & Mary, St, Joseph
Hayes, Iva, Postmistress, McFall
Henton, Helen, Librarian, Al bany

Huntsman, W1 son, King City

Kibbe, Mr&Mrs. J. Harry, Grant City

Lane, Beverly, Stanberry

Lanning, M| dred, Stanberry
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Limpp, Isabel B., King City

Limpp, Rufus H., King City

Invx, Roy, King City

Newman, Norma, Stanberry

Officers of Tri-County Museum, King City
Onens, Phyllis, King City

Rainey, Ben, Albany

Roberts Family, King Gty

Scott, Freeman, King City

Setzer, Glenn Mrs., St. Joseph

Simmons, Carroll B., King City
Slagle, Hazel, Stanberry
Smith, Albert, King Gty.
Smith, Mr&Mrs. Carl, Albany
Smith, Emmd, King City.
Spiking, Gordon, King City
Stapleton, Edith, Albany
Turpin, Harry B., King Gty
Vogt, A.B. "Dutch", Stanberry
Well, Lester, King City,
Weathed, Dixie, King City
White, Kenneth, King Gty .

Whittington, Aletha, Stanberry
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INDEX

Howard TWP 79~ 82
Huggins TWP 76~ T8
Jackson TWP e 1- 18
Miller TWP 13h-1Lh7
Wilson TWP - 62~ 65

INVENTORY FORMS NUMBER

Introduction ~— wmmmmm— 1- 3

History =———wemme e L- 6

Archaeoclogical ———mmem— T- 13

Bibliography-———-———--——- 1k~ 15

Athens TWP e 83-133

Bogle TWP mweemm— o 66~ 75

Cooper TWP 19~ 61
Ahart House -—- 46
Alanthus Grove Baptist Church ——e——- +:62
Albany City Park and Community

Center «—- 127

Albany Christian College (site) ———- 127
Aleshire, Edward E. -- 52
Allen Haas Store —-—we- 37
Allen Hardware StOre ———mem—emmmmm—e 42
Amble Inn ——- L
Ancient Craft Lodge #377 A.F. & AM. 12 °
Armstrong, W.H. — 25
Athens Lodge #127 AF. & AM  ——=wmee 107
Axle Ornament -- - 136
Aynalyn, Nick =—m 101
Bank of Darlington -=- - 20
Barber Welding & Machine Shop —-———-- 113
Barkley, Job [/ —— 100
Bergen, Herschel ———w — 102
Berlin, MO ~w=- — 1k5
Big b Hardware —- h1
Birdsall, Jack - e 63
Boley, Ben ~—-- — 36
Boner, Jchn W. 19
Bounds, Claude =ssssssssssnsnnnnnas '|1¢
Brooks, Dr.Houge ————=====—===---= .- 48
Burlington Depot 1

Butterworth, Dr. Mary Lou, D.0Q. ==== 140
Cempbell Building =——m—mmmmmmmmmm—e—— 108

Carlin, Dr. A.L., M.D. >0
Carmack Roadside Park. —==———meowcmmme—— 78
Carmack School (site) ========—==== 78
Carnegie Libya,i=-- 305
Central Hotel —- 118
Citizen's National Bank ——m——e—mm———w 6
Clair, Russell ~°~~ ~——~— ~—°—°77777°7° 115
OFBE  House weememmcme— e[
Colonial Apartment —emee—————————— 8
Comstock, Charles G. 120
Comstock-Thomas Farms —————we————m———— 106

Constant, Gilman 21
Coulter, Johnson Wesley ~=w—mwme——- 86
Coulter, Wade —— 8k
Cravens, Donald ——- 17
Crockett House —

Culp, Mrs. Phyllis - 118
Dack, Frank I. -~ - 63
Dack, Whitford ——we———m—ee—am——————— §3
Davidson HOUSE mmmmmmm o 18
Deason, Melvis 101
Degginger, J.H. 132
Denton, R.Li, ==wwm - 22
Depriest, Noah —- 7
Donovan, Mark —-- — 2k
Doolittle, Terry - 1C3
Duffy HOUSE wmmrmmrm e 44
Eckard, Rex w———- 52
Edson Building —- - 39
Ellis,y Carl .-~~~ —————————————- 98
Embree, Charles ~ 05
English House —— - 50

Enyart, C.L., Jr. — 26
Ettleman, AnQy —e—eem oo o o e gg
1u2
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Evans, Paul ——
Farnmer's Bank of King City =—————m—m

Finzant, BEd ~—e——eemmom e e e 102
First National Bank — - 5
First National Bank and Trust Co. = 5
First State Bank -—— - 5
First Trust Company e 5
Fore, Jim -- ——— 141
Forest Bank ——emm 33
Franci s Boarding House ———w—mmemmm—— 8
Freeman, Al 57
Gamble Store ho
Gentry County Courthouse ———mm—m——— 110
Gentry County Jail| —meeeemmm e 119
Gentry County Poor Farm ———em—ee——- 131

Gentryville Church —— 13k




Gentryville Community Center ——e——- 137

Gentryville MII| Axle -—-=-——====——-- g |
Gentryville Mill Site ============= 135
Gentryville Tel ephone !
Gibbany, Jim -~ 88
Gilbert, Charles ——-— 93
Gillespie, Alex —— — — 129
Gillespie, AleX ~m=— 115
Gillespie, GeOTge —mmmmmmmmmmmmm———  O4
Gillespie, J.R. ~——- 83
Gladstone, Walter - T3
Grahem, John -~ — 53
CranAview ———emmm e e meemme 1143
Green, ROQ ww=mmmm e 120
Greever, Max -- 31
Haas & Wren C ot hi ng Store —--—------ 37
Hall Farm =e————- 60
Hall's Silo ——==- — 59
Hardin, Boone F. 123
Hardin, Robert —- "l23
Harger, Dr. J.N. ~—= 99
Harris, Culver - 13
Harris, Gareld -- J— 13
Hawvkeye House ——-— 36
Hawthorne, June 48
Henderson, Cassle ——=—=——========—= 67
Henderson's Drug Store ============ Lo
Hinkley Drug Store Lo-
Hinkley, Seth —— ?3
Hitching Post -~—- 56
Holcomb, Kent ——- _— Vi
Holden, George =——w——mmm— 99
Holden, Thomas -- 99
Holding House —- 51
Horton, Juanita - 129-130
Howell, George -—-— 104
Houstan's, Dr.Clinic ————ememme———30-31
Hubbard, Morris —w-—- 88
Huff, George Sweat —-— 1hlk
Hundley, John A. ———me——mmmom e 92
I1.0.0.F. Lodge Hal 18
Jowa House -~ _— 58
Island City Christian Church ———-—~ 17
Island Aty Community Center —---- 18
Island Aty General. Store ——=-=---- 18
Jennings, Richard ————e——omme—————— 65
Johnson Funeral Home —— e mm—m—— — 25
Jones, TS88C seresssssssssssnanns L9
Keller, Fred __ 16
Kent, Kenneth W, Sr. 97
Kier, Goldie: —mmm —— 69

Kier, William ———m——cme e e e 125

Kimball House 46
King Gty Bank ——- 5
King City Creamery ~—- .3
Knox Church -- — T2
Koch, Ralph 49
Kurtright, Earl & - 129
Kurtright, Ralph 87
Lainhart, Charles —==.-=—==-==-—======-== 94
Lane, George 48
Lawson, Charles ~~~~~~~~~-~-7-777°=~77=7 54
Leith Apartment - 10
Leonard, William 5
Lewis, Judge George V. 103
Liberty Tree —- 8
Limmp Apartment -——

Lindley Drug Store —~- 39

Lippincott Building —- 1
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Lockhart Building -- 37
Long, Dwight 91
Lorenson, Raymond -——me—e——mamsooe e ——— 333
Lone Star Baptist Church —-—e—wommeee——n 80
Lone Star M ssionary Baptist Chruch -- 80
Longworth, Chris &
Iukes, Roger —-— 51
lagee, Mrs. Carl -——- 116
Manring, Mrs. L.H. —— 10k
Maple, Hallie w=m- 5k
Marsh, -Mrs. R.L. — 100
‘Masonic Building ——~- 12
Martin, Irvin - 16
McCarthy, John H. —meee 50
MzClure, Beverly L
MeCrary, Wade 35
MeCurry Valley Farm - — DD
MeFall, John 139
McGinley, Merlin —- <70
McHenry House -—- 33
MecMillen, Thorwaldson —————=——==—==—=== 86
Merrigan Grocery Store - 37
Metorite -- 2
Millroy, John C. 55
Milroy, Paul _— 5D
Moderne Theater -—- L5
Moore House -—m————- 115
Morgan, Dr. Troy sssessssssssssasnasas 98
Morriss, Ernest 46
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church =---------- 62
Mt. Pleasant Hotel — 58
Mule Barn ——— —— —  h
Mualhollen House -~ —— 34
Munger, Hazel ———e- 122
Musselman, Dr. Paul — 3k



Nance Lumber Co. Office ——=—======= - 47

Newman, Job ——x 102
Newcomer, Lester -- 27
Hichols, Gcldie ———mmmmmmmee . 21
Nicholsom;, Ditk ——- 75
Nicholson, Irene —-———"=====—=—=== 76
Ni chol s~~John -- 76
Nicholson, JOhn ——————mmmememcm e Q]
Nicholson, Reeves ww—- 76
Nickell, Dr. Steve, DVM ——m——e—mmem— 3k
Nolt Apartment ~—- 6
Patten, John Henry ———- — 140
Peery Estate -~ — 117
Peery, LOgan—= s e O &121
Peery, Samuel —- 85
Perry, J. Woodson ———w——mm——e e ———— Q0
Persinger, Thomas - 1h1
Pierce Cabin ——- 61
Pierce, John —-—- — 83
Pierce, Ralph ———m—mm 60--61
Pigg, Kenton =m-— 73
Porter, Dale ————— - 10
Porter, Lettie -——-e 123
Porter Windmill —m—emcme o 147
Price Estate —————mmmemn 77T TTTTTO0S 89
Price House — 89
Princess Theater -—- 45
Pulsifer, J.W. - e 95
Quinley Funeral Hone -- - 92
Rash House w=—w=w= 142
Ray, Charlie —- Th
Reed, George W. -~ o7
Rich, Jim -~———-
Rigney, Levwis —m————wo— 133
Rigney .Theather -— 109
Rigney, Thomas =—we- 128
Robertscon, lLee ——w- ——— g0
Rose, Dr. F.H. Hospital ============ 98
Robinson, Robert ... 146
ROSS, TOM e o mmem o o st s st e o s e 124
Rucker, Opal ~-= - 32
Rund, Pauline —-—- — 8k
Sager, Amands ~—- —— 52
Sager, Augustus ——- 23
Saimon, J.G. - e 120
Sandsville, MO (Site) 130
Schiefel busch, Helen ————mmom———e— — 5k
Setzer. Salo0n mme—me——— e e e 113
Sharp Estate w—- 19
John - 111
Shehan-Ward Building 111
Shisler, JesSs =~=—=——-— 35
Dr. Simpson House —~—e— - 33

Slagle Barn —- €4
Slater, Faye ~~~~"TTTTTTTTTmmmmmmEEEs 75
Smith, Carl - 093
Sm t h Boarding House _— 15
Smith, David —- 23
Smith, Joseph J. 32
Smith, Mickey 122
Smith, Richard —- - 133
Snead, Dewey =~ . 81
Snow, Alvs — 139
Spessard, John ——— — 126
Springs Hotel & Bath House ——====—---— 79
Spurgin, Tom 28
Stanton, John Howard 21
Stanberry City Hall —- L3
Stanberry Normal School (site) ———m— 29
Stapleton’s Furniture S 0Ore «e-wmewa 107
Stepleton, Emily ~~~"7TTTTTTTTTTTTTTS 96
Stapleton, OF. gW. .. - 117
Stapleton .Real Estate & Insurance ~—— 106
Stapleton, William Peery —eem e mmoo-— 125
Stepleton, W.P. . 96
Stingley, Leroy —- 57
Stole, Leo ——- 58
Sweat, J.Rs == 144
Sweat Lumber . OffiCe ———m—rmmeemeee L7
Tenpl e Hazelwood Barn —- 71
Thatcher, Dr H. —- 93
Thomas, J.B. 96
Torblin House —- —— 33
Tri-County Historical Museum ————w=—— L
Trimble, Ed —— 128
Tweedell, Charles ~ 121
Union Block -- 112
U.8. Post Office =~ . 20
Unknowvn Queen Anne | N Gentry ~———e—we—— 66
Van Dwyst, Dr.House — — Ll
Victory School - 1h
Vogt, AB. —mm - 30
Wallace, Ronald 68
Ward, Cathy - 111
Wayman, Rolla ———— 132
Weathed, Dixie -- —_— 15
Webster, Homer 120
West l-umber Co. Storage Bld. ———————v LT
Whaley, R,Ls -. 116
Wheeler, George -—- 121
Wnittington Farm —- T1
Wileox Theater —-— 109
Willett Building 11k
Williams, Lydia ~———- 12k
Willow Row Methodist Church & Camp -~ 82
Visely, HOMEr ——e—mmeeme e e o e 69
Zohner, Jewell ————n —_ 11






