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{Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name

Osage Farms Unit No., 43 Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number State Highway J near Lowry Road

N Al not for publication

city, lown Hughesville

[X] vicinity

stale Missouri code MO Pettis

county

code 159 zip code 65334

3. Classiticatlon

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[X] private [T buitding(s)

[_] public-locat district

[_] public-State [site

D public-Federal |:| siructure
1 object

Name of related multiple property listing:
Osage Farms Resettlement Properties in PettisMCcs:gnt¥i
- i

ou

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
4 buildings
sites
structures
objects
4 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register o

4. State/Federal Agency Certiflcation

In my opinlon(the;pr perty ee

As the dssignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1956, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the decumentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

does nol meet the National Register criteria. [ see cont

Signature of certifying official Claire F. Blackwell

invation, sheet.
z&ﬁ&w_m
Date

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, Department of Natural Resources

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets [_]does not meet the National Register criterla. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

Siate or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification

I, heraby, cerlify that this property is:

Demered in the National Register.
See conlinuation sheet.

Ddalermined oligible for the National
Register. [ ]See continuation sheet.

Ddeterm!ned not eligible for the
National Register.

[“lremoved from the Naticnal Register.

other, (explain:)

Signature of the Kaeper

Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic[Sjyg]g Qﬁg]]jna -

Agriculture/Subsistence/Animal Facility
Agricul ture/Subsistence/Animal Facility
Domestic/Secondary Structure/Storage Shed

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single Dwelling .o
~Agriculture/Subsistence/Animal Facility
Domestic/Secondary Structure/Garage
Domestic/Secondary Structure/Storage Shed

1

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

: llg
Other: Resettlement Administration Arcmtecturewa

Other: Poultry House
OUther: Utility/Storage Building

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation ____Concrete
Wood
roo! Asphalt

other

Dascribe present and historic physical appearance.

Osage Farms Unit No.:-43 Historic District is a grouping of four frame buildings
on the south side of Missouri Highway J near Lowry Road in northern Pettis County, Mis-
souri. Constructed in 1937 by the Resettlement Administration/Farm Security Administration,
the properties were part of an individual government farmstead in the Osage Farms resettle-
ment community. The properties, all relatively unaltered, are a. Type 315:13 government
farmhouse, two Type 4110:14 government poultry houses and a government-built utility or
storage building (see "Osage Farms Resettlement Properties in Pettis County, Missouri:

Government Farmhouse; Government Outbuildings").

Osage Farms Unit No. 43 was an average-sized individual farmstead of 78.863 acres
in the eastern half of the disjointed, 8,000-plus acres project for depression-stricken
Missourians. The buildings sit on their original foundations and retain their historic
setting along what had been a gravel “farm-to-market" road, although today the road is
blacktop. The farmstead was two miles west of Bois d' Arc, one of two large cooperative
farms at Osage Farms, and three miles south of Longwood. Linked by their utilitarian
architecture, workmanship and construction materials, the properties remain evocative
of a government farmstead within the local resettlement community, 1937-43.

Apparently, a somewhat different farmstead than the one actually constructed was
planned for the site. Instead of one Type 411:12 government barn and one Type 4110:14
government poultry house, as indicated on an early project map, two Type 4110:14 poultry
houses were built. Consequently, Unit No. 43 must be considered an atypical government

farmstead.

Presumably the change was at the request of the tenant, R. W. Lemmons, who

unlike most of the other settlers, signed a lease-purchase agreement before construction
started. The project map indicates that a Type 315:12 government farmhouse was planned
for the site, but a slightly larger Type 315:13 was constructed.

The properties, keyed to the site map, are as follows:

A. Type 4110:14 Government Poultry House.

An excellent example of the type,

this building contains remnants of what were probably the original brooder rack and

chicken roosts.

Lower ventilation windows and another window have been covered but

the openings are intact. Access to a straw rack (for insulation) {is from inside rather
than through a window-sized opening above the door as on many Type 4110:14 poultry

B. Type 4110:14 Government Poultry House.

This former poultry house has been

converted into a garage, with a vehicle entrance in what had been the rear facade. Lower
ventilation windows have been removed--perhaps with shiplap siding taken from where the

[X] see continuation shest



8. Statement of Significance
Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[nationalty ~ [_] statewide [Ziocany

Applicable National Register Criteria EA D B [EC DD

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [J8 [Jc¢ o [De [JF Xa

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Pariod of Significance Significant Dates
Social History ~ _1937-43 1937
Agriculture
Architecture

Culturat Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder . .
N/A . Resettlement Administration;Farm

Security Administration

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SUMMARY :

Osage Farms Unit Na..43 Historic District, Missouri Highway J near Lowry Road, is signifi-
cant under Criteria A and C in the areas of Social History, Agriculture and Architecture.
The complex consists of four properties constructed in 1937 under a New Deal program
to relocate and rehabilitate needy Missourians during the Great Depression (see "Osage
Farms Resettlement Properties in Pettis County, Missouri"}. Within the Osage Farms
resettlement community, the farmstead was one of 37 individual farmsteads where tenants
tilled the land and raised animals in order to produce most of the family's food and
earn a modest living, under strict government supervision. Constructed by the Resettle-
ment Administration/Farm Security Administration, the austere, utilitarian buildings
are representative of government resettliement architecture of the 1930s. The farmstead
properties consist of a Type 315:13 government farmhouse, two Type 4110:14 government
poultry houses and a government utility or storage building. The relatively intact
properties remain evocative of their historic period, 1937 through 1943.

ELABORATION:

Unit No. 43 was among a small group of early lease-purchase farmsteads at Osage
Farms. While most tenant families living on individual farmsteads paid shares of their
income as rent, tenant R. W. Lemmons signed a contract (possibly FSA Form LE 171) in
which he agreed to make specific rental payments. Until their mortgages were paid
off, lease-purchase tenants were subject to the same intensive government supervision
as other settlers. On September 23, 1937, The Sedalia Democrat reported that "R. W.
Lemmons, now living in the Cartwright neighborhcod, has purchased the MacChesney
eighty acres and construction of the new improvements will be started soon." The
"Cartwright neighborhood" was a couple of miles east where the Bois d' Arc cooperative
was being developed; the “MacChesney eighty acres" became Unit No. 43.

[ see continuation sheet



e

9. Major Bibliographical References

For complete bibliographical information, see “0Osage Farms Resettiement Properties in
Pettis County, Missouri."

D See continuation sheet
Previcus documentation on file (NPS):

l:]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data;
has been raquested [ESlata historic preservation office
[ previousiy listed in the National Register [_lOther State ageno( . .
[_] previousty determined eligible by the National Register [AFederai agency (National Archives)
Ddesignatad a National Historic Landmark DLocaI government
[Mrecorded by Historic American Buildings [“Tuniversity
Survey # [y Other
recorded by Historic American Engineerin ity repgsitory: ) .
- y 9 ¢ 3%71cer: Bhow-Me Regional Planning
Record #
Tommission
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property L.ess than one acre
UTM References
Alln) t418:411,8:01 #4,310,018,0,0] BLo b Ll oo J Lt Ly
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
o2 I I O T S I [T A A [ 3 I O I Y AR I T O AT

[} See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (References to points refer to the attached site map)

Beginning at a point 570' east of Lowry Road and 85' south of the center of Missouri
Highway J (Point A}, proceed south 115' to Point B. Then proceed west 80' to Point C.
Then proceed north 115' to Point D.  Then proceed east 80' to the point of origin.

["]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries encompass the extant farmstead buildings while excluding a storm cellar
which was not determined to have been associated with the government project.

[C] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Roger Maserang/Historian
organization Show-Me Regional P]anm‘ng Tommission date August 21, 1930
street & number __113 N. Holden St.; P.0U. Box 348 telephone _816-747-2294

city or town Warrensburg_ state MO zip code _64093-.—
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) 7 1 Osage Farms Unit No. 43 Historic District
Section number _____ Page

vehicle entrance was constructed. Two other windows are covered but the openings

remain behind the covering material. Unlike the site's other poultry house, this

example has a hay door above the entrance. Although substantially altered, it retains
sufficient historic character to be included as 2 contributing element. (See Photos #1 and

C. Utility or Storage Building. This is an uncommon type of government building
at Osage Farms, only one other example having been located by survey. The simple,
wood frame building appears to be unaltered with the usual exception of asphalt instead
of the original wood shingles. (See Photos#3 and 4.)

D. Type 315:13 Government Farmhouse. With the exception of an enclosed porch
which is not visible from the publTic road, this is a relatively unaltered Type 315:13
house. The main facade retains its original central front door (with nine lights}), a
cantilevered rooflet, and four 6/6 windows. This is one of the two best extant examples
of the Type 315:13 government farmhouse at Osage Farms. Much of the interior is said
to be relatively intact. (See Photos #2, 4 and 5.)

Osage Farms Unit No. 43 is an excellent, atypical individual government farmstead
which remains substantially unchanged from when it was constructed by the RA/FSA in
1937. The most obvious changes (the addition of an enclosed porch on the rear of the
house and the construction of vehicle doors on one of the poultry houses) have not
significantly diminished the overall integrity of the complex. Osage Farms Unit No.

43 successfully conveys the impression of an individual government farmstead during
the Great Depression.
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