
• NAME 

tlSTORIC St . .joseph City Hcrll 

1NO/OR COMMOK 

?. LOCATION 
ITREET 8t- NUMBER Frederick at: 11th St::::-eet 

:1TY, TOWN' St . .joseoh -_··_VICINITY OF 

ITATE ~0- ~ 29 COUNTY Buchanan 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

:ATEGORY 
_district 
~bulldlni;i(s) 
_ struc:ture· 
_site 
_ object 

OWNERSHIP 
~publl«: 
_prf'IQts 
_botft-
PUBLIC ACQUJSmort 
_ In proc:ua _ 
_beirwJ· conaklend 

X N/A 

i.. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
JAME City of St. Joseph 

ITREET a NUMBER 

:ITY, TOWN ._. St. Joseph 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Buchanan County Recorder's Office 
County Courthouse 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

STATUS 
~occupied 
_llffOCQ.lpled 
_wortc In l)rOOJ'Ha 
ACCESSIBLE 

. _yn: restricted 
1S._yu! UMHtrfc:t.C: 

no 

___ VICINITY OF-

i. REPRESENTATION_ IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

PRESENT USE 
_agrlculture­
_commerclal 
_ educational 
_entartalnmem-­
~gowrnment 
_industrial 

military 

YU X fllO 

Missouri State Historical Survey, 198l 

?: DESCRIPTION 
;oNomoN 
~excellent 
_;oocf 

_Jalr 

iESCRIBE' THE 

_ .CHECK ONE 
~ltered 
_aftered-

PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: 

__ .CHECK ONE. 
. . . . -~Jnat- site· -

__ moved 

-... : . .. --~-. ~--·-.· 

•.:~ 

·-·-, 

.... ,. ~ 

, .. ~ .. ,- __ 

• .,,!;.,- __ 

coo-s:::O 21 

.. , . • ... ,;..:., 

. :._mu~ ' ... :~~:, 
_park 
_private- raid~ 
_retlQlous 
_sc:lentlflc:: 
_transportatlo.> 

oftter:· 

STATE Mo. 

L 

··--:---
.--.··-~~ 

dot. _____ _ 

t. Joseph City Hall is a monumental public building, constructed in 1926-1927, in an Italian 
enaissance .revi-val style. -- -The -south -f.p-i.=--imary) facade-··faces the· Ci ~ic· Center park, which was··· ····, 
reated as a part of George Burnap's master plan for the park and boulevard·system of the· city·.; 
ddi tional buildings and soldiers' memorials were planned for the park, - but never __ completed, due. : 
o the economic crash of 1929. · The City Hall building is of stone and concrete construction with 

concrete balustraded loggia on the south (primary) -facade and the east and west sides and a 
oncrete balustrade above the second floor level. The third floor's smaller in area than the 
ower floors and is surmounted by a decorative tile roof. Doorways on the main floor and window 
penings on the second floor have round arches. Paired sonic columns flanking the second-story 
indows on the east and west wings suggest the influence of the Ecole des Beaux Arts. The north 
acade, which faces Frederick Avenue, is nearlv identical to the south facade, but lacks the 
econd-story loggia. Door openings·on the north facade are ~lat rather than arched. The overall 
mp::::-ession of the buildina is one of granduer, symmetry, and restraint, with strong horizontal 
ines reinforced by the use of coursed stone, strong belt courses and cornices, but softened by 
he balustrades and the hipped tile roof above the third story. 

. ---· ... -

(See Photographs #19, #20, and #21.) 
,,_ 
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. 
·- SIGNIFICANCE· 

.... - ... :-- . ·:,.. -·--: ·- ~ ... :-.. -- .. ~-~-----::~.-:-:-:-~:-,:.:: ..... ..:;.,.·• . - ·- ~• 

ARE.AS OF SIGNIFICANCE-QiEC:-<. ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 
__ community pfe2nnln4 
__ conseNQtloa __ IGW _,1elenc:e-, __ , .. 

ERlOD 
_pnhlator1c. 
_1400-1499 

_1500-1~9~ 
_)600-1699-

_)700 -1799 
_)800~899 
~_1900-

__ arcneofogy-prehtstorlc. 
__ archeology- 1'11.aforlc. 

__ a,vic:ultur-.. 

.L-archltec:tu,... 
--- ··--· _eeosiomlcs 

__ educatlon. 
. . . . - --·-·· :...:..=.rttaratut'e-

__ mllltary 

__ muslc: 

- - -__:_::_,cu1pn.n, · 
__ soctatr ·-

__ arf 

~c:om~ 

__ eaQtn .. rlnq 

--~oratlon/Mtttement __ phlloaop~ 
i'lurnGn1tcsr1cm 

~ ... 
__ communication• _lnduslry -- __ poitffca/gO'lefflment __ transportatfos. 

-···· - _!mwrtiOA- __ other(apedtyt 

PECIFJC CATES 1926-27 ·- BUlLOER'/ARCHITECT Eckel and Aldrich, George Burnap, and·. 

TATEMENT OF SlGNIFICANCE (IN ONE' PARAGRAPH) -.-J-' Jacques Greber, Architects J - • 

1e Saint Joseph City Hall is el-i.gible for listing--:on. the National Register ·of: Historic Place·s:::-. 
;cording-··to··the criteria under··e1efinitions· A and .. ~,-:-~tq_ wit: It iEi.a .s~ol of Saint Joseph•·s·-,·~: 
)lden age ,_Of p_rosperity f •,,;~i'i::1) .. :liiJ,ed abrup_t}.,y \n:(~'e· ·1930 IS I just after the C0111pletion Of this.-: 
:and Qubl.i_c building; a _monu:me.n~.1,- _biiLl,d~!}_g ~-.9-~~o.aissance revival. sty.le I the Saint Joseph 
.ty Hall, is_ the work of master.: ap:hi tects and possesses high artistic values in its form and 
~tails. The- building-is· significant--±rrthe ·gemrra:-1 ---area:-s·-of .. comtnerce· and a·rchitectu_re·. -·- -:.7. ··c · -~~­
immerce: The grandiose plans for this building and the surrounding civic center park were· the(°·'·" 
.1lminatj,.on of aJ'\. era of stunning prosperity, which began in the 1870' s and ended in the 1930' s. 0 

Lke other buildings on Frederick Avenue, the City Hall is a memorial to St. Joseph's boom years:.· 
1d, indirectly, to the difficult economic times .. that followed the crash of 1929. Architecture: 
1e design of the building.resulted f.rom a- collaboration among several master architects, includir 
!Orge Burnap, Jacques Greber, and the firm of Eckel and Aldrich. 'Its strict classical symme~rj"; 
~cond-story loggia, engaged columns, balustrades, arched window and door openings are features 
1at give it great architectural significance. It is by far the most grandiose building on 
~ederick Avenue and one of the gra11:dest in the City of Saint Joseph • 
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~. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES .. _. ; __ ·--~ --
St. Joseph Landmarks 1978-./~'p:'° 29. ~~-·:-- - ~-
Bry~n, Jqhn A., Mo. 's Contr_ibµtion. t.9 l\ffierican Architecture, 1928, p. 274·.· 
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0. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
~ Of' l1'tlQIJIICIII r...:___QCIMMUNI P NAiM: St. Joseph North sc..u.s._·_ 
T» REFERENCES" *less than one acre. 
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E.R9AL BOUNOAR"f OESCRtPTIOM AHO JUSTTFICATION,All of blocks 39, SJ., 52; the east 1, of block 40 ana 
west ½ of block 53, all in Smith! s Addition. 

I. FORM PREPARED. BY 
~- - ~, ····" _,.__.. ,.., 1 ... ,_.,, 1 ooc:_...,,, ... ,..."' o-r-eservation1.st: :: ana Nancy .::,anaenn 



Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: St. Joseph City Hall 

City or Vicinity: St. Joseph 

County: Buchanan County State: 
 
MO 

Photographer: Bonnie Wright 

Date 
Photographed: Jun. 1985 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 3. Historic photograph from John A. Bryan, Missouri’s Contribution to American Architecture, p. 
274. 
2 of 3. View of S (primary) façade. 
3 of 3. View of N façade and E side. 










