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Roarinq River State Park 

Both the CCC and the WPA took pa r t  i n  developing Roaring River State Park, a dramatic 
s l i c e  o f  the Ozark Mountains, seven mi les south o f  Cassvi l le ,  i n  Barry County, Missouri .  
The o r i g i n a l  park, acquired i n  1923, contained a lake (destroyed by a f lood i n  1939), a 
t r o u t  hatchery, and a few cabins. CCC Commpany 1713 a r r i ved  i n  the area i n  June 1933 and 
remained u n t i l  November 1939. During t h i s  period, the CCC enrol lees developed the 
hatchery, b u i l t  new cabins and other park bui ld ings,  developed h i k i n g  t r a i l s ,  and repaired 
the damages o f  a disastrous f lood. The major achievement o f  WPA workers a t  Roaring River 
was the construct ion o f  an impressive three-story stone and timber Lodge. An important 
s u r v i v a l  i n  the park i s  Camp Smokey, which contains four o r i g i n a l  CCC o f f i c e r s '  barracks. 
There i s  one h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i n  the park: Camp Smokey-Company 1713 H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  
Nominated as non-contiguous s i t e s  are the fol lowing: Deer Leap T r a i l ,  the lodge, the c lub  
house (bathhouse), the honeymoon cottage, the she l te r  and restroom ( # ' s  30 & 311, and the 
dam/spillway. D i s t r i c t  data fo l lows;  please see inventory data sheets on non-contiguous 
s i tes .  



I. N A M E  - 
HISTORIC - 
AND/OR COMMON _?oar ing  River S t a t e  Pa rk ,  D e e r  Leap T r a i l  

2. LOCATION 
STREET 8 NUMBER - 
CITY, TOWN V I C I N I T Y  OF - 
STATE h , ~ s s o ~ * r \  coor a9 COUNTY Batrq coor 004 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
-- - - - - -- - - -  - - - - 

CATEGORY OYNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
,dlstrlct -pu bllc ocarplrd ,agrlculturr -museum 
-bulldlng(r) -prlvatr N /A  -un-upled -arnmerclal  park 
~ s t r u c t u r r  -both ,work In progrru -educdlonal ,prlvde rrrldence 
-sl te  PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -mterta lnment - reltglcur 
-0blsct -In proceu -yer rrstrlcted ,gowrnmrnt ,rclmtHlc 

- k i ng  conridend ,pr: unrertrlcted i n d u r t r l a l  . ,tranrportatlon 
,no -rnllltary ,other: 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME S t a t e  o f  M i s s o u r i  , Depar tment  o f  N a t u r a l  Resources 
STREET B NUMBER P . 0. BOX 176 - 

CITY, TOWN J e f f e r s o n  C i  ty  V I C I N I T Y  OF STATE M i s s o u r i  

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Department o f  N a t u r a l  Resources 
P.O. Box 176 
J e f f e r s o r i  City, M i s s o u r i  65101 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
- -- - - - - 

TITLE OCTLRYlNC D ELLGIELL? - YES & NO - FEDERAL 2, STATE - COUNTY - LOCA - 
M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  H i s t o r i  c a l  Survey, 1982-1984 

7. DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
-excellent d e t e r l o r a t a d  
L g o o d  r u l n r  

t a l r  u n e x p o s e d  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

3eer Leap T r a i l  a t  2 o a r i n g  Xiver  S t a t e  ?a rk  is  a  nan-made t r a i l ,  
a p p r ~ i i z a t e l y  3/10 o f  a  m i l e  i n  l e n g t 3 ,  t h a t  rises t o  t h e  e a s t  of 
t-he t r o u t  h a t c h e r y ,  a scends  a  s t e e p  b l u f f ,  circles t h e  : spr ing  l a k e  forrned 
by t k e  darn, and descends  a l o n g  t h e  edge of t h e  b l u f f  t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  
r e n t a l  c a b i n s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  swi-ming  2001. &tween 1933 and 1939,  t h e  
C i v i l i a n  Conse rva t ion  Corps l a i d  o u t  t h i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  t r a i l ,  p l a c i n g  
rouqh s t o n e  s t e p s  and s t o n e  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  a t  t h e  s t a r t i n q  and endin?  
p o i n t s  and a t  p o i n t s  of s t e e p e s t  a s c e n t  and d e s c e n t .  .A d r a m a t i c  
f e a t - ~ r o  of  t h e  t r a i l  is  Deer Leap Sver look ,  a rocky  p r o j e c t i a n  of t h e  
:;luff t h a t  o f f e r s  a  panoramic v i e w  of t h e  s p r i n g  a t  t h e  sou rce  of t h e  
:?oariz: g i v e r ,  t h e  h a t c h e r y  complex, and t h e  wooded h i l l s  t o  t k e  nortl-.. 
I lccor5ixq t o  l o c a l  l e g e n d ,  3eer Leap t a k e s  i t s  nane from a drarnat ic  
!-ncident t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  1279 ' s  when a  d e e r  and a  pu r su inq  hcund 
lea-ed i r o n  t h e  edge of t h e  b l u f f  and plunged i n t o  t h e  pool  of s ? r i n -  
wa te r  below. C e e r  Leap T r a i l  is a n  a t t r a c t i v e  nan-nade f e a t u r e  t h a t  
; i l lows ?ar!i v i s i t o r s  t o  e n j o y  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  view of  t h e  sprint: and 
!?atclzer-,- a t  Zoa r ing  Ii ivez S t a t e  ?ark.  



8. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
p r e h l s t o r l c  
1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9  
1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9  
I 6 0 0  -1699 

- I700 -1799 
1 8 0 0  -1899 
X I 9 0 0  - 

SPECIFIC DATES 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY 
a r c h e o l o g y  -prehlstorlc c o m m u n i t y  plannlng 
a r c h e o l o g y -  hlstoric c o n s e r v a t i o n  
a g r i c u l t u r u  - economics 
a r t h l h c t u r a  e d u c a t i o n  

- art r n g l n e e  ring 
c o m m e r c a  e x p l o r a t l o n / s ~ l e m e n t  
c o m m u n l a r t l o n s  I n d u . t r y  

I nventlon 

BELOW 
2L landscape archltectum 

I a n  
I l t e r a t u r a  
m l l l t a r y  
m u s i c  
p h i l o s o p h y  
X p o l l t l a / g w e r n m a n t  

r e l l g l o n  
s c l e n c e  
s c u l p t u r a  
L s o c l a i  / 

humanltarlan 
t h e a t e r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
X a t h . r  (specify) 

Recreation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 

Deer Leap T r a i l  a t   oari in^ l i v e r  S t a t e  ?ark  has excep t i ona l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
under C r i t e r i a  -4 and C a s  a n  impor tant  park  development p r o j e c t  c a r r i e d  ou t  
by t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conservat ion C o r ~ s  and a l s o  a s  an example o f  landscape 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  provided p u b l i c  a cce s s  t o  a  d ramat ic  rock-faced c l i f f  
wi thout  d e t r a c t i n g  f r o n  t h e  n a t u r a l  Seauty  of t h e  landscape.  The s i m p l i c i t y  
of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  t& use  of  n a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  and t h e  harmony of  man-made 
e l e x e n t s  :qith n a t u r a l  Fea tu res  p l a c e  t h i s  t r a i l  w i t h in  t k e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r u s t i c  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  upheld by t h e  S a t i o n a l  Park Se rv i ce  i n  t h e  1930 's .  Const,ruction 
of t h e  t r a i l  vas  i x p o r t a n t  a s  p a r t  of a  l a r g e r  e f f o r t  t o  develop a  t r o u t  
s tream, a  b e a u t i f u l  s p r i n g ,  and a  d ramat ic  t r a c t  of land i n  t h e  southwestern  
?! issour i  9zar:cs f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes.  I n  s o c i a l / h u a a n i t a r i a n  terms, t h e  
p r o j e c t  ?rovided u s e f u l  employment f o r  e n r o l l e e s  i n  Company 1713 of t h e  C i v i l i a r  
Conservat ign Corps du r ing  t h e  Great  Depression. 

9. MAJOR BIELIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
3rewer, :Vanda We. Zoar inc  P i v e r  x e a l i t i e s .  Kansas c i t y ,  Yo. : Lowell P r e s s ,  

1973. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
h4n 

1 .  

ACREA6E O f  PROPERTY * OUADRAWQLf NAME 5' a ~ o P L ,  S c A U  - L dL&o&LO - -- - 
UTM REFERENCES *Less t h v l  one acre 

A i / !S\ ;~lj61513t01 1 ~ ~ 0 1 q , 9 l 7 1 7 1 ~ !  
ZONE EASING NORTHING 

I q d 1 5 1 6 , 3 0 )  IYIol5',Y! 7,  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRlPTlON AND JUSTlFlCATlON 

Deer Leap T r a i l  beg ins  j u s t  e a s t  o f  t h e  ha tche ry  and f o l l o w s  t h e  c o n t o u r  o f  t h e  b l u f f  t o  
Deer Leap Over look ,  p roceed ing a l o n g  t h e  coun tou r  o f  t h e  b l u f f  south  and west  t o  the  r e a r  
o f  t h e  lodge. The t r a i l  i s  app rox ima te l y  . 3  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t k .  See appended U.S.G.S.  map. 

I I. FORM PREPARED BY 
HAME / TITLE 30nnie ' ! r izht  
ORGANIZATION 

a n m s s  DATE 
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