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Roarinq River State Park 

Both the CCC and the WPA took pa r t  i n  developing Roaring River State Park, a dramatic 
s l i c e  o f  the Ozark Mountains, seven mi les south o f  Cassvi l le ,  i n  Barry County, Missouri .  
The o r i g i n a l  park, acquired i n  1923, contained a lake (destroyed by a f lood i n  1939), a 
t r o u t  hatchery, and a few cabins. CCC Commpany 1713 a r r i ved  i n  the area i n  June 1933 and 
remained u n t i l  November 1939. During t h i s  period, the CCC enrol lees developed the 
hatchery, b u i l t  new cabins and other park bui ld ings,  developed h i k i n g  t r a i l s ,  and repaired 
the damages o f  a disastrous f lood. The major achievement o f  WPA workers a t  Roaring River 
was the construct ion o f  an impressive three-story stone and timber Lodge. An important 
s u r v i v a l  i n  the park i s  Camp Smokey, which contains four o r i g i n a l  CCC o f f i c e r s '  barracks. 
There i s  one h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i n  the park: Camp Smokey-Company 1713 H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  
Nominated as non-contiguous s i t e s  are the fol lowing: Deer Leap T r a i l ,  the lodge, the c lub  
house (bathhouse), the honeymoon cottage, the she l te r  and restroom ( # ' s  30 & 311, and the 
dam/spillway. D i s t r i c t  data fo l lows;  please see inventory data sheets on non-contiguous 
s i tes .  
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 cam^ 5mok:ev--Cgm~anv 1713 H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

Camp 5mok:ey--Company 1713 H i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  contains three bu i ld ings  and one s t ruc tu re  o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i gn i f i cance  erected i n  1933 by C i v i l i a n  Clsnservation Corps 
Company 1.713 i n  Roaring River  State Park. A f ou r th  b u i l d i n g  i n  a h igh l y  a l t e red  cond i t ion  i s  
s l a ted  f g r  res to ra t ion .  These four  bu i l d i ngs  were p a r t  of the c e n t r a l  compound o f  the CCC 
ins ta l . la t . ion  t h a t  replaced the  o r i g i n a l  CCC t e n t  camp a t  Roaring River \during the summer and 
f a l l  a f  1933. 'The four bu i l d i ngs  s t i l l  i n  existence i n  the compound are the o f f i c e r s '  
quar ters,  foreman's quar ters,  hosp i t a l ,  and the education/supply b u i l d i ~ i g .  Gone from the 
complex are the o r i g i n a l  mess h a l l  and recrea t ion  h a l l ,  both of l o g  con.struction, the o l d  
stone pumphouse, and a l l  the  en ro l l ees '  barracks, whch were located southwest of the o f f i c e r s '  
compound. The o f f i c e r s '  barracks and foreman's quar ters were s i t ua ted  3n a h i l l  and so 
orient.ed as t o  command a view of the e n t i r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  The bui1ding.s as they stand today 
g ive some idea o f  the o r i g i n a l  c i r c u l a r  arrangement o f  the o f f i c e r s '  compound. A surv iv ing  
stone chimney i nsc r i bed  "CCC Co. 1713" marks the p o s i t i o n  o f  an o l d  barracks b u i l d i n g  t h a t  d i d  
no t  survive. Remnants o f  a foundation i n d i c a t e  the l o c a t i o n  of the c e n t r a l  pumphouse. The 
su rv i v i ng  bu i l d i ngs  now serve as barracks f o r  campers i n  an organized group camping f a c i l i t y  
known as Camp Smokey. Other camp bu i ld ings ,  such as the  mess h a l l  and recrea t ion  h a l l ,  are 
se t  apart. from the o l d  CCC barracks and do no t  i n t rude  ipon the h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  The o l d  
CCC-built. chimney, enc i rc led  by a concrete stage and fac ing a group o f  soncrete benches, now 
serves as tne f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  a campfire c i r c l e  o r  amphitheater i n  the camp. 

Buildi.ngs and s t ruc tu res  t h a t  con t r i bu te  t o  the h i s t o r i c a l  character of the d i s t r i c t  are, as 
fo l lows:  

201 Outdoor Fireplace/Chimney: 1933 chimney and f i rep lace  of rough c u t  stone i n  ho r i zon ta l  
courses, surrounded by th ree- leve l  concrete p lat form.  Inscr ibed "CCC Co. 1713". 

Ro2 E x r a c k s  No. 2 (Foreman's Quarters):  1933 one-story rectangular b u i l d i n g  of wood 
construct ion,  se t  on p ie rs ,  veneer o f  cu t  stone (non-load-bearing) suggesting stone 
foundation, side-gable roo f ,  exposed r a f t e r s ,  en t ry  porch w i th  shed-style overhang supported 
by rough cedar posts, cedar shake s id ing ,  o r i g i n a l  casement windows. 

Ro3 Barracks #3 ( i i osp i t a l ) :  1933 one-story rectangular  b u i l d i n g  o f  wood construct ion,  set  on 
p ie rs ,  veneer of cu t  stone a t  base, stone steps and en t ry  porch, shed-style overhang supported 
by r w g h  cedar posts,  side-gable roo f ,  exposed ra f t e rs ,  cedar shake s id ing ,  new windows i n  
o r i g i r ~ a l  ,dindow openings. 
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Ro4 B a r r a c k s  #4 ( E d u c a t i o n  and  Supply  B u i l d i n g ) :  1933 rambl ing  one - s to ry  wooden b u i l d i n g ,  set 
on r o c k  p i e r s ,  s t o n e  veneer-.  a t  b a s e ,  s t o n e  s t e p s  a t  s o u t h  end o f  f a c a d e ,  two e n t r y  p o r c h e s ,  
s h e d - s t y l e  overhand  s u p p o r t e d  by rough c e d a r  p o s t s ,  c e d a r  s h a k e  s i d i n g ,  double-hung windows 
( n o t  o r i g i n a l ) .  

B u i l d i n g s  t h a t  d o  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

B a r r a c k s  #1 ,  O r i q i n a l  Officers' B a r r a c k s :  E f f e c t i v e l y  t o r n  down and r e b u i l t  i n  1982. Only 
t h e  s t o n e  venee r  a t  t h e  b a s e  r ema ins  o r i g i n a l .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  crew n o t e d  r ema ins  o f  o r i g i n a l  
s l e e p i n g  c u b i c l e s  w i t h  s e p a r a t e  f l u e s  f o r  wood-burning s t o v e s .  Rest room, c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  
1 9 7 0 ' s  r e c t a n g u l a r  frame b u i l d i n g ,  n o n - d e s c r i p t ,  may be  t o r n  down. 

S i g n i f i c a n c e  

Camp Smokey-Company 1713 H i s t o r i c  District is s i g n i f i c a n t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  
e v a l u a t i o n  unde r  d e f i n i t i o n s  A and C t o  w i t :  it is t h e  o n l y  s u r y i v i n g  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Corps o f f i c e r s '  compound i n  t h e  M i s s o u r i  s t a t e  p a r k  sy s t em;  it is  a good example of  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e s e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  mod i f i ed  by r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s .  The CCC 
b u i l d i n g s  i n  Camp Smokey a r e  u n u s u a l  s u r v i v a l s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  normal  p r a c t i c e  o f  r a z i n g  t h e  
b a r r a c k s  and r e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  whenever a CCC company abandoned a  p a r t i c u l a r  camp. The 
b u i l d i n g s  were i n t e n d e d  o n l y  as t empora ry  h o u s i n g ,  n o t  a s  permanent  pa rk  s t r u c t u r e s .  CCC 
Company 1713 l e f t  Roa r ing  R i v e r  S t a t e  Pa rk  i n  November 1939, and a l l  t h e  r ema in ing  camp 
b u i l d i n g s  were s c h e d u l e d  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n  i n  e a r l y  1940.  By t h a t  time, t h e  f o u r  b u i l d i n g s  l e f t  
i n  t h e  camp had become t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Youth A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T e n t a t i v e  p l a n s  by 
t 9 a t  agency  t o  d e v e l o p  a  you th  camp on t h e  s i t e  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e ,  and d e m o l i t i o n  was 
o r d e r e d .  Late i n  J a n u a r y  1940 ,  t h e  C a s s v i l l e  Commercial C lub ,  a l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  o r g n i z a t i o n ,  
pe r suaded  t h e  NYA t o  l e a v e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  p a r k  t o  be  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  camp f o r  
u n d e r p r i v e l e g e d  c h i l d r e n . 1  S i n c e  t h e  1 9 4 0 1 s ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  have  s e r v e d  a s  b a r r a c k s  i n  Camp 
Smokey, a  f a c i l i t y  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  s ta te  and  u sed  r e g u l a r l y  by you th  g roups .  

l c a s s v i l l e  Democrat, J a n u a r y  25, 1940 ,  p. 8. 
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l ~ a s s v i 1 l . e  Democrat, January 25, 1940, p. 8. 

B ib l iography 

C a s s v i l l ~ !  Democrat, January 25, 1940. 

Cassv i l le  Republican, January 25, 1940. 

DNR Archives 

Horner, I rene.  Roaring River  Heri tage. Cassv i l le ,  Mo., 1978, pp. 33-49. 

Roar i r~g River Camp SP-4, Roaring River  State Park, ~ a s s v i l l e ,  Missouri ,  Progress Photographs, 
February 1, 1934. NPS Archives, NARS. 

Orqanized Group Camps--Missouri State Parks. Mo. State Park Board, 197.1, pp. 54-57. 

Geoaraohical Data 

Acreage c f  nominated proper ty :  Appr~ximately 4 acres .  
Quadrangle name: Eagle Rock, Mo. 
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000 
UTM References: 
A 15/426240/4048320 
B 15/426290/4048210 
C 15/426120/4048170 
D 15/426140/4048310 

Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  and J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The boundary o f  the d i s t r i c t  i s  c l e a r l y  del ineated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S. map and 
d i s t r i c t  map) and runs j u s t  south o f  the park road on the ~ o r t h ,  j u s t  west of the park road on 
the east, j u s t  south o f  the park road on the south and j u s t  west of the smal l  stream on the 
west s ide  o f  the o l d  barracks (No. 4) .  The boundary was selected t o  inc lude a l l  the renain ing 
CCC barracks bu i l d i ngs ,  the outdoor f i rep lace ,  the stone curbing along the park road, and the 
stonework along the o l d  stream. 
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