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Bennett  Spr ing  S ta te  Park 

Bennet t  Spr ing  S ta te  Park i s  l oca ted  twelve m i l es  west o f  Lebanon i n  Da l las  and Laclede 
coun t ies  on the  western edge o f  t he  Ozark High land reg ion  i n  southern M issour i .  The 
waters o f  Bennett  Spr ing  we1 1  up f rom an underground r i v e r  through a  l a r g e  f i s s u r e  i n  
t h e  f l o o r  o f  a  b e a u t i f u l  va l l ey .  From the  s p r i n g  a  t r o u t  stream tumbles over  a  dam, 
passes under a  s tone b r i d g e  and f lows ove r  a  m i l e  o f  rock ledges and g rave l  bars before 
emptying i n t o  t he  Niangua River .  Acquired by purchase i n  1924, Bennett  Spr ing i s  one of 
t h e  o l d e s t  of M i s s o u r i ' s  s t a t e  parks.  I n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~  CCC workers made improvements on 
an o l d  m i l l ,  which was subsequent ly destroyed by f i r e .  Other  C C C  p r o j e c t s  i n  t he  park  
i nc l uded  cabins,  a  l a r g e  d i n i n g  lodge, and t he  dramat ic s tone b r idges  across t he  t r o u t  
stream i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  a  s t a te - run  hatchery .  'This park  conta ins one h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ,  
t he  Hatchery-Lodge Area H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  and a  non-contiguous s i t e  on which are l o c a t e d  
t he  p ic tu resque  she1 t e r  house and wate r  gauge s t a t i o n .  D i s t r i c t  data f o l l o w s ;  p lease  
see i nven to r y  sheets on the  s h e l t e r  house and wate r  gauge s t a t i o n .  
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Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area H i s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  
- 

O e s c r i ~ t i o n  

Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area H i s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  contains seven h i s t o r i c a l l y  or  
a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y  s ign i f i can t  bui ld ings and structures erected by the C i v i l i a n  Conservation 
Corps between 1933 and 1938. A p a i r  of beaut i fu l  arched bridges (Photo #1) across the spr ing 
branch, a popular t r o u t  stream, mark the southern boundry of the d i s t r i c t ,  which extends nor th  
t o  the edge of a p r i va te  inholding i n  the park and west t o  the boundry between Laclede and 
Dallas counties. I n  November 1933, CCC Co. 1772 began working i n  t h i s  area, which was the 
s i t e  of an o l d  m i l l ,  chapel and store i n  what had been the v i l l age  o f  Brice, Missouri. The 
company, staffed by World War I veterans, made "improvements" on the o ld  m i l l ,  which was l a t e r  
destroyed by f i r e .  The chapel s t i l l  stands on a pr ivate  inholding i n  the park, j u s t  outside 
the d i s t r i c t .  Between 1935 and 1937, the veterans1 company b u i l t  bridges, cabins, service 
bui ld ings and s tar ted work on a din ing lodge. I n  December 1937, the veteran's company moved 
out and jun io r  CCC company (Co. 3744) moved i n  and completed the din ing lodge, which opened i n  
February 1938. The r u s t i c  i n t e r i o r  of t h i s  lodge i s  notable for i t s  la rge cut  stone 
f i replaces and charming chandeliers (Photo 811). Because Bennett Spring i s  a very popular 
s ta te  park, modern intrusions,  such as parking l o t s ,  have inev i tab ly  crept  i n t o  the d i s t r i c t .  
One casualty of modernization has been the o ld  CCC llStore", or  concession bu i la ing,  which has 
been demolished. Recent in t rus ions are a new park o f f i ce ,  a new residence for the hatchery 
superintendent, a new pumphouse, and two new storage bui ld ings.  As a counterpoint t o  t h i s  
modernization, i t  i s  important t o  note t ha t  two service bui ld ings have survived v i r t u a l l y  
unaltered from the CCC era (Photo # ' s  4, 5). Another surv ival ,  i n  somewhat a l tered condit ion, 
i s  one of the o r i a i n a l  o f f i ce rs1  barracks (Photo 87). located near the bridae. These modest 
bui ld ings combinedwith the spectacular bridge, the rambling din ing lodge, and other r u s t i c  
park structures t o  commemorate the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the CCC i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  va l ley  along the 
branch of the spring. 

Bui ld ings that  contr ibute t o  the character o f  the- d i s t r i c t  are as follows: 

Be1 Bridges: Ca. 1937, one large and one smaller span o f  poured concrete wi th  facings of 
nat ive  cut  stone i n  random ashlar pattern, emphasizing hor izonta l  l i nes ,  wide arches. 

Be2 (1)" Barn (Shop): 1934-1937 c lass ic  American barn, small-scale (25' x 5 0 ' ) ,  frame 
construct ion, gambrel roof, r oo f  project ions a t  gable ends, v i r t u a l l y  unaltered, used as 
garage and shop, i n  service area. 

Be3 (5)  Storage Bui ld ing (Garage Bui ld ing):  1934-1937 rectangular (25' x 72' ) frame bu i ld ing  
stone foundation, hor izonta l  wood siding, cross-hatched doors, v i r t u a l l y  unaltered, i n  service 
area. 

Be4 ( 6 )  Old Park Office (Custodian's Dwellinq): 1937 six-room cabin, frame construct ion, 
stone foundation, pro.iectinq cen t ra l  bay. stone s tem,  side entrance ~ o r c h ,  hor izonta l  wood . - 
siding, cross-gable roof, o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  as custodian s residence, l a t e r .  used as park 
off ice, now being converted t o  housekeeping cabin, a close approximation o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  use. 
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Be5 ( 4 5 )  H o t e l  (Old Officers Q u a r t e r s )  : Ca. 1934 o r i g i n a l  CCC o f f i c e r s  ' q u a r t e r s ,  f o r m e r l y  
known as t h e  l l H o t e l , w  now used f o r  s t o r a g e ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  p l a n ,  ground f l o o r  o f  c u t  s t o n e ,  upper  
f l o o r  o f  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  2 - s t o r y  e n t r a n c e  p o r c h ,  l o c a t e d  behind new s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g ,  n e a r  
b r i d g e .  

Be6 (48) Restroom: 1937 l a r g e  ( 2 6 '  x 3 3 ' )  r e s t r o o m  o f  q u a r r i e d  s a n d s t o n e ,  random a s h l a r  wall 
t r e a t m e n t ,  s egmen ta l  a r c h  above d o o r  open ing ,  h ipped  r o o f ,  c e n t r a l  chimney, small windows 
d i r e c t l y  under  e a v e  l i n e ,  s t o n e  sills, wooden l i n t e l s ,  l o c a t e d  on h i l l  n e a r  Old Officer's 
Q u a r t e r s .  

Be7 (53) Dining Lodqe: 1937-1938 rambl ing  one - s to ry  l o d g e ,  o f  c u t  s t o n e  and wood 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  n o r t h  and s o u t h  wings p r o j e c t i n g  a t  a n g l e s  from c e n t r a l  b l o c k ,  p i t c h e d  
s p l i t - g a b l e  r o o f ,  v a r i e t y  of  window t r e a t m e n t s .  A new s e r v i c e  wing has  been added a t  a n  a c u t e  
a n g l e  from e x i s t i n g  n o r t h  wing, c r e a t i n g  dog-leg effect.  S i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  
i n c l u d e  s t o n e  f i r e p l a c e s  and metal c h a n d e l i e r s  w i t h  t r o u t  m o t i f .  

*Numbers i n  p a r e n t h e s e s  are i n v e n t o r y  numbers used  by Missour i  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  and H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n .  

S i g n i f i c a n c e  

Benne t t  S p r i n g  State P a r k  Hatchery-Lodge Area H i s t o r i c  District h a s  e x c e p t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  e v a l u a t i o n  under  d e f i n i t i o n s  A and C t o  w i t :  i t  is a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  Emergency C o n s e r v a t i o n  Work i n v o l v i n g  t h e  l a b o r  o f  e n r o l l e e s  i n  t h e  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Corps ,  a major h i s t o r i c a l  development o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ;  it embodies t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  promoted by t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  S e r v ~ i c e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  World War 11. The work o f  t h e  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Corps  t r ans fo rmed  t h i s  v a l l e y  from 
a r u r a l  e n c l a v e  i n  t h e  Ozarks  t o  a h i g h l y  p o p u l a r  s t a t e  p a r k ,  well known f o r  its t r o u t  
f i s h e r y .  Po l i t i c s /Governmen t :  The combined e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  s t a te  and t h e  f e d e r a l  governments  i n  
t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  b rough t  abou t  a s t r i k i n g  change t h a t  was v i v i d l y  d e s c r i b e d  by a CCC e n r o l l e e  i n  t h e  
Benne t t  S p r i n g  Bugle ,  t h e  camp newspaper; f o r  June  28, 1935. T h i s  o b s e r v e r  s t a t e d :  
" A s  one  s t u d i e s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o d a y ,  r e c a l l s  t h e  wagon t r a i n s  s t a n d i n g  i n  l i n e  a t  t h e  m i l l  
w a i t i n g  t h e i r  t u r n ,  sees t h e  happy,  p o s s i b l y  even p r o s p e r o u s  f a r m e r s  o f  t h a t  time who are 
making t h e i r  a n n u a l  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  t h e  m i l l ,  t h e n  t u r n s  t o  view t h e  v a s t  s t a t e  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  
v a l l e y  -- t h e  l o d g e ,  t h e  c a b i n s ,  t h e  d r iveways ,  t h e  new dam, t h e  f i s h  h a t c h e r y ,  t h e  b r i d g e  -- 
b e i n g  b rough t  t o  r e a l i t y  by t h e  men o f  VCCC Co. 1772 (many o f  them s o n s  o f  t h o s e  who came 
a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e  m i l l ) ,  h e  h a s  b rough t  home t o  him j u s t  how g r e a t  are t h e  economic and s o c i a l  
changes  o f  which we h e a r  s o  much today . "  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  The mass ive  a rched  b r i d g e ,  t h e  r ambl ing  
d i n i n g  l o d g e ,  and o t h e r  more modest s t r u c t u r e s  are i m p o r t a n t  examples o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  
s e r v i c e  r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  1930 Is. Recrea t ion--Conservat ion:  The pa rk  development 
p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  p l ayed  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  as one  o f  M i s s o u r i ' s  
most p o p u l a r  s tate  p a r k s ,  v i s i t e d  by appro::imately one  m i l l i o n  sad: u s e r s  e v e r y  y e a r .  
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Geographic Data 

Acreage of nominated property:  Approximately 20 acres 
Quadrangle name: Bennett Springs, Mo. 
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000 
UTM References : 
A 15/512720/4175300 
B 15/512810/4174890 
C 15/512340/4175200 

Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion and J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The d i s t r i c t  i s  contained w i t h i n  a t r i a n g l e  whose ver t i ces  are the above referenced UTM 
poin ts .  The boundary of the nominated property i s  c l e a r l y  ind ica ted  on the appended maps 
(U.S.G.S. map and d i s t r i c t  map). This area o f  Bennett Spring State Park r e t a i n s  the highest  
concentrat ion of E.C.W. resources w i t h  the smallest number of modern in t rus ions .  
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