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Bennett Spring State Park

Bennett Spring State Park is located twelve miles west of Lebanon in Dallas and Laclede
counties on the western edge of the Ozark Highland region in southern Missouri. The
waters of Bennett Spring well up from an underground river through a large fissure in

the floor of a beautiful valley. From the spring a trout stream tumbles over a dam,
passes under a stone bridge and flows over a mile of rock ledges and gravel bars before
emptying into the Niangua River. Acquired by purchase in 1924, Bennett Spring is one of
the oldest of Missouri's state parks. In the 1930's, CCC workers made improvements on

an old mill, which was subsequently destroyed by fire. Other CCC projects in the park
included cabins, a large dining lodge, and the dramatic stone bridges across the trout
stream in the vicinity of a state-run hatchery. This park contains one historic district,
the Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District, and a non-contiguous site on which are located
the picturesque shelter house and water gauge station. District data follows; please

see inventory sheets on the shelter house and water gauge station.
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Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District

Description

Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District contains seven historically or
architecturally significant buildings and structures erected by the Civilian Conservation
Corps between 1933 and 1938. A pair of beautiful arched bridges (Photo #1) across the spring
branch, a popular trout stream, mark the southern boundry of the district, which extends north
to the edge of a private inholding in the park and west to the boundry between Laclede and
Dallas counties. In November 1933, CCC Co. 1772 began working in this area, which was the
site of an old mill, chapel and store in what had been the village of Brice, Missouri. The
company, staffed by World War I veterans, made "improvements" on the old mill, which was later
destroyed by fire. The chapel still stands on a private inholding in the park, just outside
the district. Between 1935 and 1937, the veterans' company built bridges, cabins, service
buildings and started work on a dining lodge. In December 1937, the veteran's company moved
out and junior CCC company (Co. 3744) moved in and completed the dining lodge, which opened in
February 1938. The rustic interior of this lodge is notable for its large cut stone
fireplaces and charming chandeliers (Photo #11). Because Bennett Spring is a very popular
state park, modern intrusions, such as parking lots, have inevitably crept into the district.
One casualty of modernization has been the old CCC "Store", or concession building, which has
been demolished. Recent intrusions are a new park office, a new residence for the hatchery
superintendent, a new pumphouse, and two new storage buildings. As a counterpoint to this
modernization, it is important to note that two service buildings have survived virtually
unaltered from the CCC era (Photo #'s 4, 5). Another survival, in somewhat altered condition,
is one of the original officers' barracks (Photo #7), located near the bridge. These modest
buildings combine with the spectacular bridge, the rambling dining lodge, and other rustic
park structures to commemorate the activities of the CCC in this little valley along the
branch of the spring. '

Buildings that contribute to the character of the district are as follows:

Bel Bridges: Ca. 1937, one large and one smaller span of poured concrete with facings of
native cut stone in random ashlar pattern, emphasizing horizontal lines, wide arches.

Be2 (1)* Barn (Shop): 1934-1937 classic American barn, small-scale (25' x 50'), frame
construction, gambrel roof, roof projections at gable ends, virtually unaltered, used as
garage and shop, in service area.

Be3 (5) Storage Building (Garage Building): 1934-1937 rectangular (25' x 72') frame building
stone foundation, horizontal wood siding, cross-hatched doors, virtually unaltered, in service
area.

Be4 (6) 0ld Park Office (Custodian's Dwelling): 1937 six-room cabin, frame construction,
stone foundation, projecting central bay, stone steps, side entrance porch, horizontal wood
siding, cross-gable roof, originally built as custodian's residence, later used as park
office, now being converted to housekeeping cabin, a close approximation of its original use.
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Be5 (45) Hotel (0ld Officers' Quarters): Ca. 1934 original CCC officers' quarters, formerly
known as the "Hotel,” now used for storage, rectangular plan, ground floor of cut stone, upper
floor of frame constructlon 2-story entrance porch, located behind new storage bu1ld1ng, near
bridge.

Be6 (48) Restroom: 1937 large (26' x 33') restroom of quarried sandstone, random ashlar wall
treatment, segmental arch above door opening, hipped roof, central chimney, small windows
directly under eave line, stone sills, wooden lintels, located on hill near 0ld Officer's
Quarters.

Be7 (53) Dining Lodge: 1937-1938 rambling one-story lodge, of cut stone and wood
construction, with north and south wings projecting at angles from central block, pitched
split-gable roof, variety of window treatments. A new service wing has been added at an acute
angle from existing north wing, creating dog-leg effect. Significant interior features
include stone fireplaces and metal chandeliers with trout motif.

*Numbers in parentheses are inventory numbers used by Missouri Division of Parks and Historic
Preservation.

Significance

Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District has exceptional significance
according to the criteria of evaluation under definitions A and C to wit: it is associated
with Emergency Conservation Work involving the labor of enrollees in the Civilian Conservation
Corps, a major historical development of the twentieth century; it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of the rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service in the years
before World War II. The work of the Civilian Conservation Corps transformed this valley from
a rural enclave in the Ozarks to a highly popular state park, well known for its trout
fishery. Politics/Gaovernment: The combined efforts of the state and the federal governments in
the 1930's brought about a striking change that was vividly described by a CCC enrollee in the
Bennett Spring Bugle, the camp newspaper, for June 28, 1935. This observer stated:

"As one studies the situation today, recalls the wagon trains standing in line at the mill
waiting their turn, sees the happy, possibly even prosperous farmers of that time who are
making their annual pilgrimage to the mill, then turns to view the vast state project in the
valley -- the lodge, the cabins, the driveways, the new dam, the fish hatchery, the bridge --
being brought to reality by the men of VCCC Co. 1772 (many of them sons of those who came
annually to the mill), he has brought home to him just how great are the economic and social
changes of which we hear so much today." Architecture: The massive arched bridge, the rambling
dining lodge, and other more modest structures are important examples of the National Park
Service rustic architecture of the 1930's. Recreation--Conservation: The park development
projects of the 1930's played a significant role in establishing this as one of Missouri's
most popular state parks, visited by appro:ximately one million park users every year.
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Geographic Data

Acreage of nominated property: Approximately 20 acres
Quadrangle name: Benrett Springs, Mo.

Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000

UTM References:

A 15/512720/4175300

B 15/512810/4174890

C 15/512340/4175200

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The district is contained within a triangle whose vertices are the above referenced UTM
points. The boundary of the nominated property is clearly indicated on the appended maps
(U.S.G.S. map and district map). This area of Bennett Spring State Park retains the highest
concentration of E.C.W. respurces with the smallest number of modern intrusions.
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