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1. Name
historic L Sugar Loaf Mound
and/or common Archaeological Survey of Missouri Number 23SL9

2. Location

street & number —_ not for publication
city, town St. Louis City ____ vicinity of congressional district
state Missouri code 29 county code 510
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—__ district - public X . occupled —— agriculture L museum
—_ building(s) _x . private —_— unoccupled A — commercial — park
__ structure ___both __.. work In progress — educationai —X private residence
X site Public Acquisition Accessible —— antertainment —_religious
— object — In process X yes: restricted — government —— scientitic
S belyg considered —. — yes: unrestricted — Industriai —_ transpontation
X N ——no —_ mliitary —_other:

4. Owner of Property

name

street & number

city, town St. Louis City ____vicinity of state Missouri

5. Location of Legal Description

co'rthouse, registrv cf dreds, etc. St. Louis City Hall
street & number .2th and Market Streets
clty, town St. Louis City state  Missouri 63103

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title ] Archaeological Survey of Missouri has this property been determined elegible? yes _X no

date N.D. — federal _X state ___ county ____ Ioéal

depository for survey records  Archaeological Survey of Missouri - UMC

city, town Columbia _ state  Migsouri




S
- 7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
____excellent _ deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_ original site
X good —._ruing _X _ altered ___moved  date
— fair ... unexposed

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance

Precently Sugar Loaf Mound (235L9) is privately owned and extends over two tracts of
land;

The name Sugar Loaf Mound is attributed to French settlers in the St. Louis area. Ac-
cording to Gill (N.B.:4) the mounds shape reminded the pioneers of Erown sugar formed
into a cone ard widely used in those days. The lound sits atop a bluff with a com-
manding view cf the Mississippi River, within 5C to 10C yards (45 to 85 l4) to che east.
The bluff is a vertical wall, cut to a railrcad line below. Directly to the south of
the mound is & partly filled guarry which was in operation for many years.

Little is known of the mouncds original appearance aside from a few newspaper descrip-
tions and vague outlines on several land survev maps such as: 1812, Mosberger Plat.
of St. Louis (Figure 2); and 1820, J.C. Brown Map of St. Louis (Figure 3}.

A 1932 (30 March) Globe~Democrat news article describes Sugar Loaf Mound as 'coniczl in
shape, about forty feet high and measures approximately one hundrea feet in a north and
south direction, and seventy-five feet east and west.," A further article in the Globe-
Democrat (13 Cctober 1940) suggests Sugar Loaf Yound be converted into a city park. But,
whereas the 1936 article notes Sugar Loaf as a conical mound the 1940 perk article does
not , beczuse a pcrtion of the mound mav already have been removed by this time.
Evidence for this is found in a photograph of Sugar Loaf Mound in the Post-Dispatch

(3 Cctober 1940). The vhotograph (Figure 4) clearly shows an exposed south face, a
utility building and zossikle quarry equipment belonging to the now defunct Foffman
Quarry.

The earliest photo known of Sugar Loaf Mound is from the Post-Cispercn (17430). Fortu-
nately Mr. Leonard Blake made a comprehensive photo study of Sugar Leafl lLiound in 1950
for the file< =f the Archazclogical Survey of Micsouri (Figures 5, 6, 7 ard 3), The
Blake ohotes heve been matchad for comparison with photos taken in the Fzll of 1680
(Fizures 9, 10 and L1).

A comparison of the Blake photos of Sugar Loaf taken in 1950 and more recent photos
show a clear difference between the early ”undevelooed” view of Sugar Loaf Mound and
the more deveioped view. Development threatens Sugar Loaf Mound as a further housing
site or as landfill. The present owners,

are concernea about the preservation of the mound.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

__X prehlstoric .__ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning landscape architecture ___ religion

- 1400~1499 __ _ archeology-historic —___conservation — law — sclence
1500-1599 __ _ agriculture ___economics _—_ literature ____sculpture

____1600-1699 ____ architecture —education ——_ military — . soclal/

—1700~1793 _____art —engineering —__muslc humanitarian
1800~1899 __ _ commerce ____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy ___ theater

__. 1900~ ____ communications —_ Industry —___ politics/government ____ transportation

____inventlon : —___other (specify)

Specitic dates 900 A.D.-1200 A.D. Bullder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Sugar Loaf Mound is an earthen structure overlocking the Mississippi River. 1In pre-
history it dates to approximately A.D. 900 to a.D. 1200 in the Mississippian Period
(Chapman 1980:164). It is associated with the better known Cahokia Mound Complex in

the neighboring American Bottom. How many other earthen mounds existed on the Missouri
side of the Mississippi River in the vicinity of St. Louis is unknown as is the size of
the indian oopulation living around them. Sugar Loaf Mound is gerhaps the last remaining
mound in the "Mound City" in the state of Miesouri.

There are five reasons why Sugar Loaf Mound (23SL9) is of local and state importance.

1. It is the last of the St. Louis Mounds. The portion still "in situ" is
therefore of increased value to the future understanding of native
American cultural processes in the area.

2. Sugar Loaf Mound is an important remnant of a late preh1storic manifes-
tation in the St. Louis area, on the Missouri side of the Mississippi
River. The St. Louis mound comple:r; of which Sugar Loaf may be counted,
is comparable in importance to the Cahokia complex but, due to the early
destruction of nearly all the St. Louis mounds, Sugar Loaf has remained
in relative obscurity.

3. "The Sugar Loaf Mound site provides the potential for future comparative’
studies between the Missouri St. Louis mounds and the Illinois Cahokia
complex.

4. 1t is expected that important data are present within the Sugar Loaf site
which will add significantly to the knowledge of archaeology in the St.

Louis area, to the understanding of the prehistoric woodland and Mississip-
pian Periods and to the archaeology of the entire eastern United States.

5. The owners, have ex-
pressed an interest in preserving the site and have already protected the
mounds remaining structural integrity. It is possible that future owners will
not be similarly inclined or may be totally unaware of the sites cultural and
historic significance.

Sugar Loaf Mound (23SL9) is of significance to the St. Louis area in two respects. First,
to the prehistory of the east central Missouri region and to the pioneer and cultural
development of the city of St. Louis. The prehistoric relationship of Sugar Loaf Mound
to other St. Louis Mounds is not well understood due to the paucity of information about
all the St. Louis mounds as a whole. When and who built Sugar Loaf Mound is unknown but
the possibilicy that Sugar Loaf Mound and the St. Louis mounds are associated with the
Cahokia Mounds and their builders has long been suggested (Fowke 1912:93; Chapman 1947:
77; Fowler 1977:5). The Cahokia Mound builders are known as the Village Farmer Tradi-
tion and the time of construction is during the Early Mississippian Period, A.D. 900 to
A.D. 1200 (Chapman 1980:164).
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9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE ATTACHED

'10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property One
Quadrangle name __Cahokia Quadrangle Quadrangle scale __7.5"

UMT References
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Verbal boundary aescription and justification
L_i;t all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
name/titie 1.Robert P. Wiegers
organization Missouri Archaeological Society date June 4, 1981
street & number 910 West Broadway telephone  (314) 874-2671
city or town Columbia state Missouri 65201

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national _X _ state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Ofticer for the National Historic Preservation Act cf 1266 (Public Law 89—
665}, | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set {orth by the Heritage Confervation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature éLzQ M)\

Director, Department of Natural Resources v
litle and State HTW date
For HCRS useonly . . . - e N .

GPO 933 833
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Present dimensions of the mound are: 21.86 feet (B m) high at the south face; 141
feet (42 m) long on a north to south axis; and 109 feet (32 m) wide at the south

face. Original ground surface is not known due to a reported 5 feet (1.5 m) of
landfill around the mound base.

The site covers less than one acre.
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Ethnographic reports of the pyramidal construction of the 27 or more St. Louis mounds
is cited as evidence of the relaticnship to Cahokia. Chapman (1980) links the St.
Louis mounds, and Sugar Loaf Mound although he does not name it specifically, to the
Cahokia Mound group. The Powell Mound in the Cahokia complex is a ridge top mound lo-
cated on the American Bottom. Tt has been described as a conical mound with an
elongated aspect, possibly similar to Sugar Loaf Mound. During the destruction of

the Powell Mound in 1930 it was measured and recorded by Titterington (1928) as forty
feet high; 310 tfeet long and 180 feet wide (Titteringtom 1938:13).

Information available concerning the composition of Sugar Loaf comes from observations
made by Peale (1862) of the St. Louis Mounds and some daguerreotypes taken by Thomas
M. Easterly of the bigpest St. Louis Mound, the Big Mound (Williams and Goggins 1956:
19). The Big Mound was located in:the vicinity of the present streets of Broadway and
Seventh (reference Figure 12, Museum of Science and Natural History street overlay

and Houser 1980:13) until it was removed for railroad fill in 1869. Big Mound was
thought to havs been a ceremonial mound of the Early Mississippian Period (Williams
and Goggins 1956; chapman 1980:164).

Historical documents do not describe Sugar Loaf Mound specifically, but Conant (1877:
29) stresses that almost every promontory on the second terrace of the Mississippi
River at St. Louis was occuppied by a mound. If mounds were that numerous on the
Missouri side of the river then the ethnographic descriptions of the St. Louis Mound
group can be applied to Sugar Loaf Mound as a mound in close association with the

St. Louis group. This suggests that Sugar Loaf Mound dates to the Mississippian
Period.

Aside from a short undated pamphlet (McCune Gill N.D.) describing all the St. Louis
mounds, few people have taken much interest in the nature and purpose of the St. Louis
mounds possibiy because of the notoriety given the Cahokia area and the American
Bottom.

In the historic period of St. Louis area development, Sugar Loaf Mound played an
important part as a natural landmark. Early in the cities growth Sugar Loaf Mound was
recorded on several land surveys of St. Louis and the south St. Louis area. (1812

St. Louis Mosbherger Plat. of twps 44 and 46 N, 45 N, Range 7E of the 5th Principal
Meridian---Figure 2; and 1820 St. Louis, 23 March, J.C. Brown Map. States Sugar Loaf
Mound was 268 feet (80 m) from the river--Figure 3.

This was commcn practice in pioneer days for the well known mounds, like Big Mound,

to be used in surveys. "In primitive surveys, it (Big Mound) was made a standard
landmark' (Spencer 1869:2). Sugar Loaf Mound was to the southern part of St. Louis
what Big Mound was to the northern area of the St. Louis community. Sugar Loaf Mound,
like its counterpart Big Mound, also served riverboat traffic as a landmark and
navigational aid (Gill N.D.:2).
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P.0. Box 176

Jefferson City Missouri 65102

e — o gAY = I e g e or e - =



‘PUB|S] autjueden( O dLl U4SUINOS WOJYS

$S042y "dew 40 uoijuod 48MO| ul pazed0| Si

puUNoOl B0 4ebng  *sino7 *3S o dey Jabusqsol
¢Lleg Ldanossiy “sinaq "33
DULPLLNG [BLJAOWRl UOSJ43L4aD

A}9L20S [BILU0ISLH L4NOSSLY :°207 *Bap

¢Ll8L :33eq

A3181005 [BILUOFSLY LunosSLy :43ydesboloyd

Ldnossiy “A31) sinoq 3§

vl 40 2 aNNOW 4V0T ¥v9ns







“dew jo u3jusd 48MO[ uL S punoy

4807 4BONS  *SIN0T ‘35 Jo dew umodg *9-p
¢LLE9 ltanossyy: ‘sinoq "3S
auLpiing LB LAOWaY uosdayysp

A1s1905 |eata0gsiy EANOSSL,:  :°007 ‘Bay

0é8l :s3eg
A38120% LBOLU0LSIH LunosSsLy dsydeaboroyy

IMNOSSL “A31) sino7 -3g

Pl 40 ¢ UNNOK 4%07 ¥v9ns







3Sedyjuou buiyoo| punoy jeo] 4ebng jo mayp
CELEY Lanossiy “A3L) ALSJdALun
9AL4Q O L43g OF8

Me|g p4euoa] :°207 ‘*bay

elg n;mccmmmaMLWTNMLm@wwmm

LunossiLy “A3L) stnol *3S

vl 40 § ONNOW 4Y07 ¥y9ns






ZELEY L4nosSLy “A3L) A3 Ls4aALup
BALAQ ¥OL4Bg 0P8

9jelg pdeuoa] :-207 ‘bay

0§61 Lle4 :33eg

aje|g pdaeuoa] :J4aydeabozoyd

tdnossty A3y stnoq °3s

Pl 40 9 aNNOW 4V0T ¥yaNns




| —



SUGAR LOAF MOUND 7 of 14
St. Louis City, Missouri
Photographer: Leonard Blake
Date: Fall 1950
NEg. Loc.: Leonard Blake
840 Berick Drive
University City, Missouri 63132

Profile, looking east,
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