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1. Name 
hlstoric ----- - - Sugar Loaf Mound - 

andlor common Archaeological Survey of Missouri Number 23SL9 

2. Location 
street & number - not for publlcatlon - -- . . . - 

city, town S t .  1,ouis City -- vicinity of -- - congressional dlstrlct . 

state M i  s s o u r  i code 29 county code 5 10 

3. Classification 
-- 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- dlstrict _ public L occupied - agriculture L museum 
- buildlng(s) 2 _ private - unoccupied - commercial park 

structure -- both - work In progress - educatlonat 2 private residence 
+ slte Public Acquisition Accessible - entertalnrnent - religious 
- object - in process ]Z: yes: restricted - government - scienttflc 

f i- be$! considered - - yes: unrestricted - Industrial - transportation 
- - no - mllltary other: 

4. Owner of Prolrert~ 
name 

street & number 

city,town S t .  Louis City - vlclnity of state Missouri 

5. Location of Leaal Descriotion 
coa~rtholISe, reglstrv cf d?eds, e!c. S t  . Louis City Hal 1 -- -- - -- 

street&number : 2 t h  a n d M a r ~ e t  Streets 

city, town S t .  Louis City state Missouri 63103 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 1 p r c h a e o  logica 1 Survey of Xi S S O U ~ ~  has this promrtv been determined eleaible? - ves no 

date N. D. -- - federal 2- state county - local 

Ckpository for survey records Archaeological Survey of Missouri - UMC 

c i t~ t town -- Columbia Stale Missouri 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -X_ original slte 
2- good - ruins altered m o v e d  date , 

-- fair _ - unexposed 
-- - - - - 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

P r e s e n t l y  Sugar  Loaf Mound (23SL9) i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned and e x t e n d s  o v e r  two t r a c t s  of 
land  ; 

The name Suga r  Loaf Mound i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  French s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  S t .  Lou i s  a r e a .  Ac- 
c o r d i n g  L O  G i l l  ( Y . C . : 4 )  t h e  mounds shape  rerni2ded t h e  p ioneeys  of t r o ~ i n  s u g a r  formed 
i n t o  a cone  a r d  w ide ly  used i n  t h o s e  days .  The Wound si:s a t o p  a  b l u f f  w-.:h a  com- 
manding v jew cf t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r ,  ~ i r h i n  5C t o  ICC y a r d s  (45  t o  85 !,::I t o  ,he e a s t .  
The b l u f f  i s  a v e r t i c a l  w a l l ,  c u t  t o  a  r a i l r c z d  l i n e  below. D i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  05 
t h r  rnoirnd i s  s p a r t l y  f i l l e d  q u a r r y  which v:as i n  o ~ e r a t i o n  f o r  many y e e r s .  

L i t t l e  i s  known of t h e  mound's o r i g i n a l  appea rance  a s i d e  from a  few newspaper  d e s c r i p -  
t i o n s  and vague o u t l i n e s  on s e v e r a l  land  s u r v e y  ncps  such as:  1812,  Mosberger P l a t .  
of S t .  L o u i s  ( F i g u r e  2 ) ;  and 1820, J.C. Brown Hap of S t .  Louis  ( F i g u r e  3 ) .  

A 1932 ( 3 0  M e r c h )  Globe-Denocrat news a r t i c l e  d e s c r i b e s  Sugar  Loaf Kound a s  " c o n i c z l  i n  
s h a p e ,  abou t  f o r t y  f e e t  h i g h  and measures  app rox ima te ly  one hundred f e e c  !n a  n o r t h  and 
s o u t h  d i r e c t i o n ,  and s e v e n t y - f i v e  f e e t  e a s t  and west ."  A f u r t h e r  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Globe- 
Democzat ( 1 3  October  1940) s u g g e s ~ s u g a r  Loaf !found be c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a c i t y  pa rk .  But ,  
whereas  t h e  1936 a r t i c l e  n o t e s  Sugar  Loaf a s  a  c o n i c a l  nound t h e  1940 p z r k  a r t i c l e  does  
n o t ,  because  a p c r t i o n  of t h e  mound nay a l r e a d y  have been removed Sy t h i s  t i n e .  
Evidence  f o r  t h l s  i s  focnd i n  a  photograph  of  S ~ g a r  Laaf bloun2 i n  t h e  Pos t -Dispa tch  
( 3  C c t o h e r  19LO). The photograph  ( F i g u r e  4 )  c l e a r l y  shows a n  exposod s o u t h  f a c e ,  a  
u t i l i t y  b u i l d i n :  a n d  n o s s i b l e  q u a r r y  e q u i p a e n t  b ~ l c n g i n g  t o  :he now d e f u n c t  Fo f fvan  
Quarry .  

The e a r l i e s t  pho to  known of Sugar  Loaf Mound i s  from t h e  Pos t -C i s?z t ch  (11?5S).  Por tu-  
n a t e l y  Y c .  Leonard Blake made a  comprehensive photo  s tudy  of Sugar  Loaf Ilos~cc! i n  1950 
f z r  t h e  f i l z c .  =.f  t h e  E . r c h a c l o g i c a 1  Survey of  K i s s o u r i  ( F i g u r e s  5 ,  6 ,  T al-.5 3 ) .  The 
Blake ? h c t c s  h;i:re beer.  xatc-52d f o r  c o m p a r i s o ~  i i i t h  p h ~ t o s  t a k e c  i r ,  t h e  7211 ?f 1980 
( F i 2 ~ r e s  9 :  10 x n 5  11) .  

A compar:is'on of t h e  l a k e  phdtos  of  ' suga r 'Loa f  t aken  i n  1950 and more r e c e n t  p!lotos 
show a  c l e a r  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  e a r l y  "undeveloped" view of  Sugar  Loaf idound and 
t h e  more devz ioped  view. Development t h r e a t e n s  Sugar  Loaf Mound a s  a  f u r t h e r  hous ing  
s i t e  o r  a s  l a n d f i l l .  The p r e s e n t  owners ,  
a r e  c o n c e r n e a  abou t  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  mound. 



8.. Significance 

Period 
_X_ pnhlstoric 
-- 1400-1 499 

1500-1 599 
1600-1 699 
1700-1 799 

- 1800-1 899 
. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
.LL archeology-prehistoric community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
.- - archeology-historic - conservation - law - sclence 
._ - agriculture - economics - llterature sculpture 

archltecture - education - mllltary - soclall 
art - englneering . muslc humanitarlan 

_- - commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy theater 
communlcatlons - Industry - poiltlcs/government transportation 

- inventlon - other (specify) 
---~- 

Specific dates 900 A. D . - 1200 A.D . BuilderlArchltect N/A 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Sugar Loaf Mouncl is an earthen structure overlooking the Mississippi River. In pre- 
history it dates to approximately A.D.  900 to a.D. 1200 in the Mississippian Period 
(Chapman 1?80:164). It is associated with the better known Cahokia Mound Complex in 
the neighboring American Bottom. How many other earthen mounds existed on the Missouri 
side of the Mississippi River in the vicinity of St. Louis is unknown as is the size of 
the indian oopulation living around them. Sugar Loaf Mound isperhaps the  last = m i n i n g  
mound in the "Mound City1' in the state of Miesouri. 

There are five reasons why Sugar Loaf Mound (23SL9) is of local and state importance. 
1. It is r h e  last of the St. Louis Mounds. The portion still "in situ" is 

therefore of increased value to the future understanding of native 
American cultural processes in the area. 

2. Sugar Loaf Mound is an important remnant of a late prehistoric manifes- 
tation in the St. Louis area, on the Missouri side of the Mississippi 
River. The St. Louis mound comple:!, of w!~ich Sugar Loaf may be counted, 
is comparable in importance to the Cahokia complex but, due to the early 
destruction of nearly all the St. Louis mounds, Sugar Loaf has remained 
in relative obscurity. 

3.  h he Sugar Loaf Mound site provides the potential for future comparative' 
studies between the Missouri St. Louis mounds and the Illinois Cahokia 
complex. 

G. It is expected that important data are present within the Sugar Loaf site 
which will add significantly to the knowledge of archaeology in the St. 
Louis area, to the understanding of the prehistoric woodland and Mississip- 
pian Periods and to the archaeology of the entire eastern United States. 

5. The owners, have ex- 
pressed an interest in preserving the site and have already protected the 
mounds remaining structural integrity. It is possible that future owners will 
not be similarly inclined or may be totally unaware of the sites cultural and 
historic significance. 

S u g ~ r  Loaf MounG (23SL9) is of significance to the St. Louis area in two respects. First: 
to the prehistory of the east central Missouri region and to the pioneer and cultural 
development of the city of St. Louis. The prehistoric relationship of Sugar Loaf Mound 
to ocher St. Louis Mounds is not well understood due to the paucity of information about 
all the St. Louis mounds as a whole. When and who built Sugar Loaf Yound is unknown but 
the possibilicv that Sugar Loaf Mound and the St. Louis mounds are associated with the 
Cahokia Mounds and their builders has long been suggested (Fowke 1912:93; Chapman 1947: 
77; Fowler 1977:5). The Cahokia Mound builders are known as the Village Farmer Tradi- 
tion and the time of construction is during the Early Mississippian Period, A.D.  900 to 
A.D.  1200 (Chapman 1980:164). 



9. Major Bibliographical References - 
SEE ATTACHED 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property One 
Quadrangle name -.Cahokia Q u a d r a n g l e  
UMT References 

51 1 7 1 4 1 ~ ) ~ 1 0 1 ~ 1  [ 4 1 2 1 7 1 3 ) 0 1 0 1 0 ]  
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 7 - 5 ' 

Zone Eastlng Northlng 

c W I I I I ' t l 1 l l  DW 1 I I  1 1  I 1 1 . 1  1 I 
El-J u u ~1I1 I(I(II( IIJllllj 
GI i - L l L d  U H W  U l--d-Ld 

- 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties tor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state -- code county code 

state code countv code 

11. Form Prenared BY 

~ m e l t l t l e  1 ~ R o b e r t  P .  Wieeers  

0rgankatlon M i s s o u r i  A r c h a e o l o p i c a l  Soc i e t v  date June 4, 1 9 8 L  - 

street & number 910 Wesc Broed~ ray  telephone ( 3 14) 8 7 4-267 1 

city or town Columbia  State M i s s o u r i  65201 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-. national 1- state - local 
- - 

Ps the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for :he Nziional Historic Preservation Act cf If66 jPubllc Law 8+ 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the crrteria and procedures set forth by Recreation Service. 

State Historic P rese~a t l on  Officer signature 

Director, Department o f  Natural Resources 
title i i n n  rr?serv;lt.innffi ror date /a/a 9/e 

' 
. .,., ., -, .% ab.. ~. .  :: < ,; :.:. -> For HCRS u8a only , . - . , ..- . . . , .. ".., P..:.:;.: .?. ; .... ..-'? ,c .y ,  :: ,,., .-:::/~,,;,y.,.; )';i.,,.:., / . . ,; 

C : ,..* 1. . .. , . ,. . . .... .,.. . \, - .  
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P r e s e n t  dinwnsions of t h e  mound a r e :  21.86 f e e t  ( 8  m) high a t  t h e  souch f a c e ;  141 
f e e t  (42 rn! l o n g  on a  n o r t h  t o  sou th  a x i s ;  and 109 f e e t  (32 m )  wide a t  t he  sou th  
f a c e .  O r i g i n a l  ground s u r f a c e  i s  not  known due t o  a  r e p o r t e d  5 f e e t  (1 .5 rn) of 
l a n d f i l l .  around t h e  mound base .  

The s i t e  cove r s  l e s s  than  one acre .  
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SUGAR LOAF MOUND 

h t i n u a t i i  sheet Rannumber 8  

E t h n o g r a p h i c  r e p o r t s  of t h e  p y r a m i d a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  27 o r  more S t .  L o u i s  mounds 
i s  c i t e d  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  C a h o k i a .  Chapman ( 1 9 8 0 )  l i n k s  t h e  S t .  
L o u i s  mounds,  and  S u g a r  Loaf Mound a l t h o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t  name i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t o  t h e  
C a h o k i a  Mound g r o u p .  The P o w e l l  Mound i n  t h e  Cahokia  complex i s  a  r i d g e  t o p  mound l o -  
c a t e d  o n  t h e  .American Bot tom.  T t  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  c o n i c a l  mound w i t h  a n  
e l o n g a t e d  a s p e c t ,  p o s s i b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  S u g a r  Loaf Mound. Dur ing  t h e  d e s t r ~ c t i o n  o f  
t h e  P o w e l l  Mound i n  1 9 3 0  i t  was m e a s u r e d  and  r e c o r d e d  by T i t t e r i n g t o n  ( 1 9 3 8 )  a s  f o r t y  
f e e t  h i g h ;  310  f e e t  l o n g  a n d  1 8 0  f e e t  w i d e  ( T i t t e r i n g t o n  1938 :13) .  

I n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  S u g a r  Loaf comes f rom o b s e r v a t i o n s  
made by P e a l e  ( 1 8 6 2 )  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  Mounds and  some d a g u e r r e o t y p e s  t a k e n  by Thomas 
M. E a s t e r l y  of  :he b i g g e s t  S t .  L o u i s  Mound, t h e  Big Mound ( W i l l i a m s  a n d  Goggins  1956: 
1 9 ) .  The Big  Yound was l o c a t e d  i n . t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r e e t s  o f  Broadway and 
S e v e n t h  ( r e f e r e n c e  F i g u r e  1 2 ,  Museum of  S c i e n c e  and N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  s t r e e t  o v e r l a y  
a n d  Houser  1 9 8 9 : 1 3 )  u n t i l  i t  was removed f o r  r a i l r o a d  f i l l  i n  1869.  B ig  Mound was 
t h o u g h r  t o  h a v ?  been  a  c e r e m o n i a l  mound of  t h e  E a r l y  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  P e r i o d  ( W i l l i a m s  
a n d  G o g g i n s  1956;  chapman 1 9 8 0 : 1 6 4 ) .  

H i s t o r i c a l  documents  do n o t  d e s c r i b e  S u g a r  Loaf Mound s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  Conan t  (1877:  
29) s t r e s s e s  t h a t  a l m o s t  e v e r y  p r o m o n t o r y  on t h e  s e c o n d  t e r r a c e  o f  r h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
R i v e r  a t  S t .  L o u i s  was o c c u p p i e d  by a  mound. I f  mounds w e r e  t h a t  numerous o n  t h e  
M i s s o u r i  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  t h e n  t h e  e t h n o g r a p h i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  Mound 
g r o u p  c a n  be  a p p l i e d  t o  S u g a r  Loaf  Mound as  a  mound i n  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
S t .  L o u i s  g r o u p .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  S u g a r  Loaf Mound d a t e s  t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i a n  
P e r i o d .  

A s i d e  f r o m  a  s h o r t  u n d a t e d  p a m p h l e t  (McCune G i l l  N.D.) d e s c r i b i n g  a l l  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  
mounds,  f ew p e o p l e  have  t a k e n  much i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  
mounds p o s s i b i y  b e c a u s e  of t h e  n o t o r i e t y  g i v e n  t h e  Cahokia  a r e a  and  t h e  American 
Bot tom.  

I n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  o f  S t .  L o u i s  a r e a  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  S u g a r  Loaf Mound p l a y e d  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  a s  a n a t u r a l  l a n d m a r k .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  g r o w t h  S u g a r  Loaf Mound was 
r e c o r d e d  on s e v e r a l  l a n d  s u r v e y s  o f  S t .  L o u i s  a n d  t h e  s o u t h  S t .  L o u i s  a r e a .  (1812  
S t .  L o u i s  M o s b r r g e r  P l a t .  o f  twps 44 a n d  46 N ,  4 5  N ,  Range 7E o f  t h e  5 t h  P r i n c i p a l  
M e r i d i a n - - - F i g u r e  2 ;  a n d  1820  S t .  L o u i s ,  23 March,  J . C .  Brown Map. S t a t e s  S u g a r  Loaf 
Mound was 268 F r e t  ( 8 0  m) f rom t h e  r i v e r - - F i g u r e  3 .  

T h i s  was cormcn p r a c t i c e  i n  p i o n e e r  d a y s  f o r  t h e  w e l l  known mounds, l i k e  Rig Mound, 
t o  be  u s e d  i n  s u r v e y s .  " I n  p r i m i t i v e  s u r v e y s ,  i t  ( B i g  Mound) was made a  s t a n d a r d  
l a n d m a r k " '  ( S p e n c e r  1869:Z) .  S u g a r  Loaf Mound was t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  S t .  L o u i s  
wha t  Big Mound was t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  o f  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  community.  S u g a r  Loaf Mound, 
l i k e  i t s  c o u n r e r p a r t  Big Mound, a l s o  s e r v e d  r i v e r b o a t  t r a f f i c  a s  a  Landmark a n d  
n a v i g a t i o n a l  a ~ d  ( G i l l  N.D.;?). 
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