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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Zephaniah Sappington House is located at 11145 Gravois Road, just west of
Sumter Drive and about 1/4 mile south of the city limits of Crestwood, Missouri.
It is a rectangular two-story weatherboarded log structure with a one-story south
wing:; the main elevation facing due east, is at a slightly acute angle to the road.
A two-story, five-bay gallery extends across this front and continues as a one-story
porch across the wing.

A rudimentary knowledge of classical proportions is evident in the simple
column - like shapes of the wooden posts, the slightly irreqgular pattern of inter-
columniation and the shorter scale of the second-floor posts. The first flocr of
the gallery is flagstone, while the szcond floor is wooden with a simple wooden
balustrade. Behind the gallery the pattern of fenestration is irregular; doors are
placed in the southernmost bay of the wing and the second bay from the north. Two
large squared rubble chimneys mark the ends of the main block.

Inside the house is only one room deep, and circulation was originally
primarily by Ehe gallery, which before 1547 was matched by another on the west side
of the house.’ The exterior walls protected by these two galleries were originally
plastered. This plaster survives behind the second flaor of the remaining gallery.
The south wing was built using materials from the 0ld west gallery.

Two board-and-batten outbuildings survive on to the northeast of the house as
well as a small log structure with a frame wing. The ground drops rapidly to the
east of the house toward a small spring, the source of a branch of the Gravois Creek.
According to tradition, this was the site of a mill built by Rezin Saopington, a
brother of Zephaniah, and two milistones survive, incorporated into low garden waHs.2

The present owner of the property was born in 1887. His progerty will revert to
the owners of the surrounding apartment development on his death.” An approved plat
of this development an file with St. lLouis County shows a street crossing the present
site of the house. Thus, although the house and outbuildings are in good condition
and a source of community pride, the continued existance of this important historic
site is seriously threatened..

FOOTNOTES

1. Information provided by owner, The galleries may have been added to the house
about 1337, according to William Bodley lane.

2. John J.S. Dressel, letter to Mrs. !!alter Treppler, October 1, 1971,

3. Hotes from John J.5. Uressel, dovenber 17, 1971,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :

The Zephaniah Sappington House is, with nearby "khite Haven," one of two important
two-story galleried picneer houses in St. Louis County. It is also significant as cne
of a cluster of early houses in the Crestwood area that are connected by kinship.

Zephaniah Sappington was born about 1782 in Chio County, Virginia (now West
Virginia), the eldest son of John Sappington (1753-1815) and Jemima rowler, who had
been married February 1, 1781.1 With his parents and sixteen younger siblings, he
came tc¢ the Louisiana Territory in 1804 or shortly after. He married Margaret Parke,
the sister of his own sister Margaret's husband, Jonah Parke. With other members of _his
family, he joined the rilitia at the outbreak of the War of 1812 and served brief1y.2
He probably built this hcuse shortly after his father's death in 1815, ocn a grant of
nearly two quarters of Section 20, Township 44 North, Range & East.

By this time, his brother Thomas had built the brick house now at 1015 South
Sappington Road; William Lindsay Long, the husband of his sister Elizabeth, had built
"White Haven," now at 9050 Whitehaven Drive; and Joseph Sappington had built the log
house at 10734 Clearwater Drive. These houses were joined in 1820 by William L.
Long's second house at 9385 Pardee Rcad. Al1l these buildings are on or have been
nominated to the MNational Register of Historic Places.

In 1857 Zephaniah Sappington died, and on a map of about 1870, his prcperty 1a
shown divided among George and Perry, nephew Thomas J., and one Jemima Steinhauer.

She may have been a daughter of Zephaniah and the wife of H.F. Steinhauer, who owned
the property in 1878.2 The old house on her porticn of the preoperty was cccupied by
tenants, and when it was sold in 1887 to Henry Dressel, it required extensive repairs.
Dressel was a son ¢f Caspar Dressel, an immigrant from Eavariawho settled in south
St. Louis in 1857.6

John M. Dressel, son of Henry, was less than one year o1d when his family moved
into the Zephaniah Sappington House. He returned to the house at the time of his
marriage in 1516 ard remains there today. He plaved an important role in the devel-
oprient of the suburban schocl system, serving as clerk of the Sappington Board of
Education from 1927 to 134%_and as chairman of the newly merged Lindbergh Schocl
District frowm 1949 to 1555.7

FOOTHCTES
1. Williem L. Thomas, Histery ¢f St. Louis Ccunty, Missouri (St. Louwis: S.J. Clarke,

1911), Yol. I; MHatalie ;.07fitt Grittin, ~Saspington cenealoay,” untitled, undated
(c.1562) Typescript in files ¢f St. Louis Ccunty Histcric Buildings Commissicon.
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2. Neva Adams Wasson, The Crestwood Story (Crestwood, Mo.: Area American
Revolution Bicentennial Commission, 1976), pé4.

3. E. Dupre, Atlas of the City and County of St. Louis (St. Louis: 1838),
Township 44 North, Range 6 East.

4. Julius Hutawa, Atlas of St. Louis County (St. Louis, N.D. - between
1867 and 1872).

5. Ju]i%f Pitzman, Pitzman's Atlas of St. Louis City and County (Philadelphia:
1878).

6. Wasson, pp. 16-17.

7. ibid, p.18.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A triangular parcel, extending 327.25 feet along the north side of Gravois Road,
and bounded on the northeast by 410 feet of Fort Sumter Lane and on the west by
416.36 feet of Southwoods Plat 1. (Southwoods Apts.).
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Photo Log:

Name of Property: Sappington, Zephaniah, House

City or Vicinity: Crestwood

County: St. Louis County State: MO
Photographer: Esley Hamilton

Date

Photographed: Dec. 1979

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 5. View of house and barn from NE.

2 of 5. View of house from SE.

3 of 5. View of gallery from NE, showing exterior plaster on second floor.

4 of 5. View of outbuildings, from right foreground wood shed, barn-garage, potting shed.
5 of 5. View of garden with millstone and log shed.























