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The Waddell House, which is located in an old residential neighborhood of Lexington,
Missouri, is a two story residence with a partial basement and red brick walls, now
painted red. These walls are 14" thick and are laid in common bond on a brick founda-
tion. A1l exterior trim is pajinted white. The original, gabled section of the house
is asymmetrically organized and features decorative elements such as clustered chimney
pots, scalloped vergeboards with pendants, a spindled stickwork porch with mansard roof
and cresting and heavy, shaped, segmentally arched and molded lintels of stone and
plaster over brick, details which are suggestive of many styles and periods of design,
The roof is presently covered with green asphait shingles.

This house, with the additions of the north living and utility rooms, measures
approximataly 29'6" along the primary (south) facade and 57'11" along the east and west
at its extremes (see plan). Hip roofs cap the additions of 1907-1909, and a flat tin
roof tops that of 1939. No basement was included in the original plan. The present
basement, which underreaches all parts of the house except the parlor, was excavated

in the 1920's. A half story attic rests above the original section of the house.

In addition to the alterations indicated on the house plan, all fireplaces were bricked

up in 1911 when heating stoves were added to all of the rooms.

Regular maintenance of the Waddell House has prevented deterioration, Protective

and supporting elements of the building, as well as the detailing and trim, are

presently sound. The attic and additions have recently had insulation installed to their
interior walls, a job which necessitated alterations to these areas. The original portion
of the house, however, remains as it was with its original wooden doors and window frames,
trim and interior double: pak floors entact and in very good condition. In addition, ail
framing and foundation.work of the original house survives and 1s in excellent condition.
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The Waddell House in Lexington, Missouri is significant as a property once owned by
William Bradford Waddell, an outstanding early citizen of this town, and his wife,

Susan Bryam Waddell. It has continued in the possession of Waddell's family since his
death in 1872, and many of his descendants have held prominent places in the history of
the town of Lexington, Missouri. In addition, with its exterior eclectic embellishment
and its original interior furnishings and decoration from the estate of Witliam Bradford
Waddell, which have been preservded by the family through the years, this vernacular
brick house has been transformed into one of the finest and most well preserved Victorian
era homes to survive in Lexington. William Bradford Waddell, who acquired the house in
trade for stock in the Jocal Baptist Female College in 1869, after the house had served
as the pastorium for the oldest church in Lexington, the First Baptist Church (founded
1825), was the third member of the notable pioneering shipping firm of Russell, Majors an
Wadde1l, outfitters and overland traders to the West and founders of the short-Tived

but legendary Pony Express [Trustees of the First Baptist Church, n.p., Settle, pp. 8-
12, 136-138 and Smith, pp. 10-257.  In addition, WaddelT was a prominent wholesaler and
retailer, organizer of the Lexington Mutual Fire and Marine. Insurance Company, organizer
and trustee of the Female Collegiate Institute (Baptist Female College, founded 1851)

and trustee of the First Baptist Church [Young, Volume 1, p. 217]." Waddell made a gift
of this house to his son, Robert Fielding Waddell, and his new bride, Emma, soon after

;ts pgrghase, though it was not officially deeded to Robert until 1882 [Waddell Family
ecords 1.
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