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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Immanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church o f  t h e  Unal tered Augsburg 
AND/OR COMMON Confes-sion 

Imnanuel Lutheran Church, Immanuel Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

QLOCATION 
STREET6 NUMBER 

Pine and Ze ig le r  S t ree ts  -NOT FOR PUBLICATION - 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

P i l o t  Knob - VICINITY OF $10- Hon. B i l l  B u r l i s o n  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Missour i  29 I r o n  093 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC X - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
XBUILDINGISI :PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT &RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY OTHER 

NAME 

Imnanuel g h e r a n  Church 
STREET6 NUMBER 

Pine and Z e i g l e r  S t ree ts  
. --- . ~- - - -  - .~ .. 

CITY. TOWN STATF - 
P i l o t  Knob - VICINIPI OF M issour i  63663 

  LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGlsTRyoFDEEDsETC O f f i c e  o f  the  Recorder o f  Deeds, I r o n  County Courthouse 
STREET6 NUMBER 

Courthouse -- Square 
CITY.TOWN STATE 

I r o n t o n  Missour i  63621 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T ~ ~ L E  

1 .  Missour i  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Catalogue 
DATE 

1963 -FEDERAL XSTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  .. Society  o f  Missour i  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Columbia Missour i  65201 
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2. Missour i  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Survey 
1978 
O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  
Department o f  Natura l  Resources 
P.O. Box 176 
Je f fe rson  C i t y ,  Missour i  65102 

s t a t e  

ITEM NUMBER 11 PAGE 1 

2. Gerhardt Kramer 
Kramer and Harms, A r c h i t e c t s  
2322 South Brentwood Boulevard 
St .  Louis, Missour i  63114 

3. M r .  and Mrs. E.G. H o l l i e  
P.O. Box 35 
Col lege S t ree t  
Arcadia, Missour i  63621 



g DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

XGOOD -RUINS ~ L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED - -- --- - 
OESCRlBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Imnanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church of the  Unal tered Augsburg Confession 
o f  P i l o t  Knob, Missour i  i s  a simple, rectangular ,  frame b u i l d i n g  which measures 
30'7" a long the  nor theas t  and southwest and 45 '7"  along the northwest and s0utheast . l  
I t  i s  cappe by a r o o f  o f  wooden shakes and i t  s i t s  on a random l imestone rubb le  
foundation.9 The spaces between the  studs i n  the  w a l l s  of the  sanctuary a r e  c losed 
w i t h  b r i c k  n o g g i ~ : , ;  T h e  q b r c h  i s  th ree  by th ree  bays, and i t s  s i n g l e  s t o r y  a t  t h e  
nor theas t  end becomes two on the  southwest. I t  s i t s  on a s lope and i s  l e v e l  w i t h  
grade on the  northwest and approximately 2 '  above grade on the  southeast.  The church 
faces nor theast .  

EXTERIOR 

The e x t e r i o r  o f  the church i s  faced w i t h  clapboards, pa in ted  white, w i t h  approximately 
5" exposed t o  t h e  weather. E x t e r i o r  design fea tures  i nc lude  s l i g h t l y  pedimented, 
wooden l i n t e l s  over the main and r e a r  entrances and the  n ine,  o r i g i n a l ,  double-hung, 
16 over 16 l i g h t  windows. Three o f  these windows are  loca ted on each o f  the  northwest 
and southeast s ides o f  the  church. I n  add i t i on ,  two a r e  loca ted on the  nor theas t  
s i d e  and one on the  southwest. Two a d d i t i o n a l  windows are  loca ted on the  r e a r  a t  
the u p s t a i r s  l e v e l .  The i r  l a c k  o f  pedimented l i n t e l s  and t h e i r  asymnetr ical  place- 
ment i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they a r e  l a t e r  add i t i ons .  Above the  nor theas t  entrance, an 
hexagonal cupola s i t s  which fea tures  a steep, pyramidal r o o f  and apron, and f o u r  
p a i r s  o f  round-arched, louvered vents. Add i t i ona l  design fea tures  inc lude t h e  
molded and boxed co rn i ce  which i s  pedimented on t h e  nor theas t  and t h e  l a rge ,  double- 
l e a f ,  mul t i -paneled and molded doors a t  the  main entrance. Over t h i s  entrance two 
plaques a r e  located.  One reads, "Der Gerechte w i r d  seines Glaubens Leben Rom. 1.17." 
and the  o the r  "Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church U.A.C. 1861 ." 

INTERIOR . . ,. . , 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  church i s  d i v i d e d  lengthwise i n t o  two bays by two 6'1 X 6" 
chamfered, wooden'columns. A p a r t i t i o n  across the  e n t i r e  w id th  o f  the  i n t e r i o r ,  
which inc ludes one o f  these columns, d i v i d e s  t h e  i n t e r i o r  space i n t o  the  sanctuary 
i n  the nor theas t  two- th i rds  and two, smal le r  rooms, the  Sunday School and s a c r i s t y ,  
i n  the southwest one- th i rd .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  these two rooms served as the  l i v i n g  
quar te rs  f o r  the  pas tor .  

The generous c e i l i n g  he igh t  w i t h i n  the church, which i n  t h e  sanctuary has been lowered 
w i t h  a modern f a c i n g  o f  acous t i ca l  t i l e ,  permi ts  an e l e v a t i o n  o f  two f l o o r s  on t h e  
southwest end o f  the  b u i l d i n g .  A narrow s t a i r  i n  the  northwest corner  o f  the  
church leads t o  the  upper f l o o r  which o r i g i n a l l y  served as the  l o c a t i o n  o f  an 
elementary, subsc r ip t i on  day s c ~ o o l  , fo r  non-Lutherans as we l l  as Lutherans. The 
o r i g i n a l '  f u r n i t u r e ,  blackboards and many o f  t h e  books a r e  s t i l l  i n  place. 
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A l l  o r i g i n a l  c e i l i n g s  i n s i d e  the  church a r e  f l a t  and are  f i n i s h e d  l i k e  the  wa l ls '  
w i t h  1 "  tongue and groove boards. The f l o o r  i n  the  ups ta i r s  classroom s t i l l  shows 
i t s  o r i g i n a l  wide tongue and groove planking, b u t  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  was g iven a  
hardwood f l o o r  about twenty f i v e  years ago. 

I I 
The r o o f  i s  framed w i t h  f u l l  2" X 6" c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  and 2"  X 4 "  r o o f  r a f t e r s  braced 

I v e r t i c a l l y  a t  about t h e  o n e - t h i r d  p o i n t  a t  a  l a t e r  date. When the s t r u c t u r e  was . 
re roofed w i t h  wooden shakes about ten  years ago, a l l  previous ma te r ia l  was removed 

I which a l lowed f o r  open sheathing. Unfor tunate ly ,  because an i n f e r i o r  grade o f  shakes 
was used i n  the  re roo f i ng ,  t h e  r o o f  now requ i res  replacement. 

Most o f  the  o r i g i n a l  f u rn i sh ings  and accessories surv ive ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  S i l v e r  
a l t a r  cross, candle ho lders  and communion s e t .  I n s i d e  t h e  cupola, t h e  b e l l ,  which 
was i n s t a l l e d  i n  1887, i s  i nsc r i bed :  "H. Stuckstede Co., S t .  Louis .  Evangel ica l  
LutheranGemeindeU.A.C., KOMMET DEN ES IST ALLES BEREIT." I n  t h e  sanctuary two brass 
chande l ie rs  and s i x  wa l l  sconces, which a r e  formed from i n t r i c a t e  f l o r a l  and 
geometric pa t te rns ,  a r e  o r i g i n a l  b u t  have been e l e c t r i f i e d .  The o r i g i n a l  reed 
organ i s  s to red  i n  the  s a c r i s t y ;  the  present oak organ w i t h  i t s  c o l o r f u l l y  pa in ted  
pipes i s  loca ted  i n  the  nor thwest  corner  o f  the  sanctuary. I t  dates f rom 1889 and 
has a l s o  been e l e c t r i f i e d ,  though i t s  hand pump i s  s t i l l  operable. I 

.h 
The a l t a r  and p u l p i t  o f  the  Imnanuel Lutheran Church were designed a l l  i n  one by 
t h e  founder and a r c h i t e c t  o f  the  church, August Gockel, who was a  carpenter  and 
cabinetmaker. The design i s  simple: the  hexagonal p u l p i t ,  which i s  reached atop 
a  s h o r t  balust raded sta i rway,  forms the  reredos o f  the a l t a r .  The whole i s  pa in ted  
wh i te  w i t h  gold t r i m .  

The present  chimney was added when t h e  g a s - f i r e d  heat ing  system was i n s t a l l e d ,  I 

b u t  an e a r l i e r  f l u  was l oca ted  i n  the  same place. I t  served a  p o t - b e l l i e d  stove 
which was l oca ted  i n  f r o n t  o f  the  a l t a r  and which i s  now s tored i n  t h e  sacristy.1 
The exposed, sheet metal  s tove p ipe  extended from t h i s  stove, f i r s t  v e r t i c a l l y ,  
and then h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  t o  t h e  w a l l  behind the  p u l p i t ,  h igh  enough t o  c l e a r  t h e  
head o f  t h e  preacher. 

I 

PRESENT STATUS AND CONDITION 1 1  
The b u i l d i n g  i s  we l l  maintained and i s  used r e g u l a r l y  f o r  worship serv ices.  It 
i s  t h e  on l y  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  e n t i r e  area of Block 16, which i s  loca ted  i n  a  resil- 
d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  P i l o t  Knob. Several t rees  surround the  church t o  t h e  nor theas t  
and northwest,  bu t  t o  the  southwest, the  remainder o f  Block 16 i s  grassy and open. 
The congregat ion o f  Immanuel Lutheran i s  l o y a l ,  b u t  aging and few i n  number. I 

Consequently, they a r e  concerned about the  fu tu re  o f  the b u i l d i n g  a f t e r  they a r  gone 1 
I 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Much o f  the  d e s c r i p t i o n  and measurements i n  t h i s  sec t i on  a r e  taken from a w r i t t e n  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  church made by Gerhardt Kramer o f  Kramer and Harms, A rch i tec ts ,  
S t .  Louis,  which was submitted w i t h  the  d r a f t  nominat ion f o r  the  Imnanuel Lutheran 
Church. 

2. The foundat ion o r i g i n a l l y  was o f  l ime  and rock.  This was replaced i n  recent  
years by the  present  one o f  rock and concrete. Clyde Duncan, "Pipe Organ S t i l l  
Used i n  Lutheran Church", I r o n  County [Missour i ]  Mountain Echo, February 18, 1971, 
D .  2. 



i]l SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N 0  JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING - L A N D ~ ~ A P E A R C H I T E C T U R E  X-RELIGIO~ 
ARCHEOLOGY-H ISTORIC  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION x-MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION . .  . .  
-C~MMUN~CATIONS \ .' . Y : ' ' L P ~ L M ~ I G ~ V E ~ N M E N T  -OTHER (SPECIFY, 

L ' : I <  !;: -INVENTION m !>-:!I; r * "  

, I (  

ECIFIC DATES 864 BUILOER/ARCHITECT 
Aubust Gockel 

&TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Inmanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church, P i l o t  Knob, Missour i  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  due t o  i t s  
b a s i c a l l y  una l te red  s t r u c t u r e  and t o  the  s u r v i v a l  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f u rn i sh ings  and 
accessories which make t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t ime capsule, locked i n  t h e  l a t e r  n ine teenth  
century .  I n  add i t i on ,  i t  i s  o f  considerable h i s t o r i c a l  importance s ince a l l  o f  i t s  
records, which cover the  1 i v e s  o f  the  church men be^? p n d  the de,ve) qpment of, the  church 

0 ' 7  

f rom 1861 t o  the  present,  su rv i ve  i n t a c t .  ~ o r e o k e r ,  t h e  church and itc h i s f o r y  a r e  
he ld  i n  esteem w i t h i n  the  l o c a l  community, and i t  i s  remembered f o r  i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  P i l o t  Knob on September 27, 1864, du r ing  the  C i v i l  War. 

The events which culminated i n  t h e  foundat ion o f  Imnanuel Lutheran Church i n  P i l o t  Knob 
began i n  November o f  1838 when M a r t i n  Stephan, leader  of t h e  Lutheran Bohemiam 
Congregation o f  St .  John's Church i n  Dresden, Germany, l e f t  h i s  homeland due t o  
t h e  growth the re  f r a t i o n a l i s t i c  r e l i g i o u s  t h i n k i n g  which ran  counter t o  h i s  own 
orthodox b e l i e f s . ?  Stephan and about 700 o f  h i s  f o l l owers ,  who came t o  be c a l l e d  
Stephanites, s a i l e d  f rom Bremen. About 600 surv ived the  hazardous journey and landed 
i n  New Orleans on December 31. T,heir goal was St., Louis  where they planned t o  s e t t l e  

I ; .  
t empora r i l y  w h i l e  a t tempt ing  t o  purk'ha'se' land,  j n l ~ i s s $ r i  ; I l l i n o i s  o r  Indiana.  - 
l o  t h a t  end,' the  Lutherans steamed up t h e  M?ssissip"p' 'to St.  LOU^^'.' Dur ing t h e  journey 
t h e  group e lec ted  Stephan t h e i r  bishop and signed a d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  they thereby 
p u t  themselves under h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  Since the  g ree t i ng  i n  S t .  Louis  was cool  on the  
p a r t  o f  t h e  German community, t h e  group sought t o  f i n d  land qu i ck l y .  S l i g h t l y  l ess  
than 4,500 acres o f  l and  were purchased i n  A p r i l ,  1839, i n  P e r r y  County, Missour i ,  
an area appehl lng t b  th'e. i n i g r a n t s  due t o  i t s  s i m i l a r i t y  to '" the t e p r a i n  o f  t h e i r  
n a t i v e  Saxony and t o  i t s  i s o l a t i o n .  The Lutherans, w i t h  t h e  except ion o f  a few 
who wished t o  s tay  i n  S t .  Louis,  s e t t l e d  i n  Per ry  County i n  May o f  1839 i n  towns which 
they named a f t e r  those o f  t h e  n a t i v e  s o i l  - Frohna, Dresden, Al tenberg and Wittenberg. 
Imnediate ly ,  however, they were confronted w i t h  a c o n f l  i c t  which nea r l y  destroyed the  
cohesion o f  t h e  group. The i r  leader ,  M a r t i n  Stephan, was accused o f  ex t rao rd ina ry  
spending and o t h e r  more ser ious excesses w h i l e  r e s i d i n g  i n  S t .  Louis.  By June, 
Stephan had been expe l led  and e x i l e d  t o  I l l i n o i s ;  C.F.W. Wal t h e r  replaced him as 
leader  o f  the group. 

Among t h e  fo l l owers  o f  Stephan who helped t o  ho ld  t h e  group together  a f t e r , h ] s  
expu ls ion  was Johann F r e d r i c h  Buenger '(Bllkge'f), a ' k l o i e  f r i e n d  o f  c . F . w : " W ~ ~  ther.  
Buenger, who had s tud ied  theology a t  Le ipz ig ,  had come under t h e  i n f l uence  o f  Stephan 
w h i l e  r e s i d i n g  i n  Dresden, Germany. I n  1839 he came t o  America w i t h  a second group 
o f  Lutheran imnigrants headed by F. Sprtlde. Th is  group landed i n  New York, and most 
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o f  i t s  members moved on t o  Missour i  t o  j o i n  t h e  Stephanites. Buenger came t o  
Per ry  County i n  May, 1839. There, i n  the  town of Dresden i n  t h a t  year ,  he was p a r t  
o f  a group which began t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a l o g  cab in  c o l l e g e  which was t o  prov ide 
a C lass ica l  educat ion i n  t h e  wi lderness i n  classes headed by the  many h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  
and we l l  educ ted  immigrants i n  the  group. The b u i l d i n g  was completed by December 
o f  t h a t  year.' Buenger l a t e r  moved t o  S t .  Louis where he served as pastor  o f  t h e  
Imnanuel Lutheran Church the re  and as President  o f  the  Western D i s t r i c t  o f  the  
Missour i  Synod. I n  add i t i on ,  he founde the  S t .  Louis  Lutheran Hosp i ta l  and the  
Lutheran Orphans' and Old Folks'  Homes. 4 
I n  1861, Uuenger was asked by a former member of  h i s  congregat ion a t  Immanuel 
Lutheran i n  S t .  Louis  who had m v e d  t o  P i l o t  Knob t o  come there  and preach because 
there  was no organized Lutheran congregat ion there.  He d i d  so, and he even tua l l y  
organized i n  the  same year  the  Immanuel Evan e l i c a l  Lutheran Church o f  the  
Unaltered Augsburg Confession i n  P i l o t  Knob. 8 
The congregat ion grew r a p i d l y  and was soon l a r g e  enough t o  r e q u i r e  a r e s i d e n t  pastor ,  
though the  members were s t i l l  meeting i n  t h e i r  own homes due t o  the i a c k  o f  a church 
b u i l d i n g .  Candidate Car l  Graeber, a graduate o f  Concordia Theological  Seminary i n  
S t .  Louis, accepted t h i s  c a l l  and was i n s t a l l e d  as the  f i r s t  Lutheran pastor  i n  
southeast Missour i  i n  1864. He served u n t i l  1 8 6 6 . ~  

I t  was n o t  o n l y  due t o  t h i s  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a res iden t  pas tor  t h a t  the year  1864 was 
a momentous one f o r  Imnanuel Lutheran Church. On January 14 t h e  P i l o t  Knob I r o n  
Company deeded l o t s  7 and 8 i n  C i t y  Block 16 t o  th ree  t rus tees ,  August Gockel, David 
Weiss and Wi l l i am Schweider on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  the  l and  be used fo reve r  a f te rward  
as church proper ty  on l y .  L a t e r  t h a t  year  August Gockel , a cab ine t  maker and carpenter,  
designed and served as c h i e f  carpen e r  i n  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  t o  house 
t h e  Imnanuel Lutheran congregat ion. l. 
August Gockel was born i n  Germany i n  1828. There he mar r ied  H e n r i e t t e  Huss and l e f t  
fo r  America soon t h e r e a f t e r .  A f t e r  l and ing  a t  New Orleans, they steamed up the  
M iss i ss ipp i  t o  S t .  Louis  where they s e t t l e d  f o r  a t ime, becoming members o f  the  
Immanuel Lutheran Church there.  I n  1858, the Gockels moved t o  P i l o t  Knob. Since 
August was a deeply r e l i g i o u s  man, he was unhappy due t o  the  l a c k  o f  an organized 
Lutheran congregat ion i n  t h i s  town. Consequently, he contacted Concordia Seminary 
i n  S t .  Louis  ask ing f o r  professors o r  students t o  spend t h e i r  weekends i n  P i l o t  Knob 
preaching t o  the  Lutherans there.  I t  was a t  h i s  request t h a t  J.F. Buenger, h i s  
former pastor ,  came t o  P i l o t  Knob and organized the  Immanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran 
Church the re  i n  1861. I n  add i t i on ,  as we l l  as a c t i n g  as c h i e f  carpenter and a rch i -  
t e c t  i n  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t h e  church b u i l d i n g ,  August Gockel designed and b u i l t  
the  a l t a r - p u l p i t  and the  church benches, a l l  o f  which are  s t i l l  i n  use.7 



~- - 

Form No 10 300a 
(Hev 10741  

I ~ b l l l : l ~ S I A I 1 : S I ) l ~ . I ' ~ \ K ' 1 M l  h l  0 1  [Ill-. lt\ i l~l..KIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER R PAGE 7 
- 

The year  1864 was an impor tan t  one i n  P i l o t  Knob f o r  o the r  than r e l i g i o u s  reasons. 
By the  summer of t h i s  year  the  Confederate States o f  America were i n  ser ious t roub le . '  
I n  t h e  east,  con t i nu ing  b a t t l e  threatened; i n  the  west, confus ion reigned. The on l y  
avenue o f  a c t i o n  which promised r e s u l t s  was an a t t a c k  on t h e  Union's exposed west 
f l a n k  which bordered on t h e  Trans-Miss iss ippi  Department o f  the Confederacy. This  
p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  was envis ioned w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  i n s u r i n g  a  pul l -back o f  Sherman's 
troops from Georgia and a  d i v e r s i o n  o f  them and Grant 's  reinforcements westward. 
Fate insured the  implementation of t h i s  p lan  when President  Je f fe rson  Davis ordered 
L ieu tenant  General Edmund K i rby  Smith, Commander o f  the  Trans-Miss iss ippi  Department 
o f  the  Confederacy, t o  send h i s  best  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  t o  r e l i e v e  others i n  Georgia and 
Alabama. General Smith grasped the on l y  oppor tun i t y  he cou ld  see t o  keep h i s  
i n f a n t r y  together  and claimed a  planned invas ion  n o r t h  t o  Missour i  and Arkansas which 
would necess i ta te  a l l  the  men he could muster. Pres ident  Davis then rescinded h i s  
o rder  and t h e  way was open f o r  General Smith t o  a c t .  Indeed, the t ime seemed r i g h t  
f o r  an invas ion  because g u e r i l l a  res is tance t o  the  Union was growing i n  t h e  persons 
o f  "bloody B i l l "  Anderson and Wi l l i am C.  Q u a n t r i l l .  And Missour i  was vulnerable i n  
1864. General Grant had accepted the  r i s k  o f  an open west f l a n k  because there  had 
been no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  the  Confederacy was i n te res ted  i n  the  area s ince Missour i  
had f a l l e n  q u i c k l y  t o  the  Union i n  1861. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  General W i l l i am S. Rosencrans, 
a  man o f  quest ionable m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y ,  had been l e f t  i n  command o f  t h e  Department 
o f  Missour i  because Grant f e l t  t h a t  he cou ld  do l i t t l e  harm there.  

Major General S t e r l i n g  Pr ice ,  a  former governor o f  Missour i ,  Congressman and hero 
o f  t h e  Mexican War, was chosen t o  lead the  r a i d  no r th  w i t h  troops composed o f  th ree  
s k e l e t a l  cava l r y  d i v i s i o n s  l e d  by Major General James F. Fagan o f  Arkansas, Major 
General John S. Marmaduke of  Missour i  and B r igad ie r  General Joseph 0. Shelby o f  
Missour i .  Though t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the troops, horses and equipment was deplorable 
and though deser te rs  had t o  be rounded up and pressed i n t o  se rv i ce  along t h e  way t o  
f i l l  o u t  the  ranks, the  Confederate Army crossed the  Arkansas River  on September 6, 
1864 and entered Union t e r r i t o r y  on t h e i r  way toward S t .  Louis.  Since P i l o t  Knob 
was the  o n l y  f o r t i f i e d  p o i n t  i n  south c e n t r a l  Missour i ,  General Rosencrans, who had 
heard o f  P r i c e ' s  advance bu t  who knew n o t  where he was headed, sent the  D i s t r i c t  
Commandant, B r i g a d i e r  General Thomas Ewing , and Colonel Thomas C.  F le t che r  t h e r e  
t o  scout any advance o f  P r i c e  i n  t h a t  area. 

Meanwhile, P r i c e  had heard exaggerated repo r t s  o f  l a r g e  t roop bui ld-ups i n  St .  Louis 
and changed h i s  plans. Ins tead o f  advancing on t h a t  c i t y ,  he decided t o  move aga ins t  
Je f fe rson  C i t y ,  the  s t a t e  c a p i t o l ,  throu* P i l o t  Knob i n  I r o n  County and on through 
F rank l i n ,  Gasconade and Osage Counties. 
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I n  September, 1864 P i l o t  Knob was a small m in ing  town o f  about 200 people a t  t h e  
terminus o f  the  I r o n  Mountain Ra i l  road from St. Louis i n  a geographical area c a l l e d  
the  Arcadia Va l ley .  Since 1835, immigrants o f  German and I t a l ' a n  descent had been 
drawn there  t o  s e t t l e  by the  i r o n  mining a c t i v i t y  i n  the  area.4 I t s  l o c a t i o n  on 
a p l a i n  o f  a thousand acres, c i r c l e d  by Cedar and Rock Mountains t o  the  nor th ,  P i l o t  
Knob Mountain on the  eas t  and Shepherd's Mountain on the  eas t  and west, which j o ined  
another neighbor ing v a l l e y  t o  the  south where the  town o f  I r o n t o n  was loca ted,  made 
i t  a na tu ra l  pass which requ i red  su rve i l l ance  du r ing  the  war. I n  f a c t ,  the nor thern  
pass o f  the  Arcadia Va l l ey  was guarded by F o r t  Davidson, a hex onal d i r t  and sandbag 
earthwork, the r u i n s  o f  which s t i l l  can be seen i n  P i l o t  Knob. 78 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED I 
d 

General Ewing a r r i v e d  i n  P i l o t  Knob on September 26, 1864 w i t h  orders t o  ho ld  the  f o r t  
aga ins t  any detachment o f  P r i c e ' s  men b u t  t o  p u l l  o u t  should t h e  whole army move 
aga ins t  him. A t  t h i s  t ime the re  were approximately 886 e f f e c t i v e  s o l d i e r s  i n  the  
Arcadia Val ley.  Ewing had no knowledge o f  t h e  9,000 man f o r c e  which was moving i n  
on him from the  east .  

A f t e r  some i n i t i a l  sk i rmishing,  the  B a t t l e  o f  P i l o t  Knob began on the  af ternoon o f  
September 27 (see Photo 446). A t  f i r s t  i t  seemed t h a t  the  sea o f  Confederate troops 
would take over the  f o r t ,  b u t  as they c losed i n  around th ree  s ides o f  the  ear th -  
work they were e a s i l y  shot  down by Ewing's men from the  parapet.  I n  twenty minutes, 
over 1,000 o f f i c e r s  and men were k i l l e d  o r  wounded. P r i c e ' s  army withdrew and 
Ewing and h i s  men evacuated t h e  f o r t  du r ing  t h e  n igh t .  D u r i n ~  t h i s  b a t t l e ,  which 
has been termed the  Thermopylae o f  the  West because so few men stood aga ins t  so 
many, Immanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church served as a h o s p i t a l  f o r  Union troops. 

A f te r  the  C i y i l  War t h e  I r o n  Mountain Ra i l road was r e b u i l t  t o  t h e  sout  (1871) and 
t h e  i r o n  miner closed (ca. 18901, causing the  town t o  dwindle i n  size.P2 Immanuel 
Lutheran, however, cont inued on, j o i n i n g  t h e  Missour i  Synod, h i c h  was t o  become 
the  pr imary d o c t r i n a l  organ o f  American Lutheranism, i n  1874. y3 I n  the  l a t e  
n ine teenth  century i t s  membership remained between 50 t o  80 Lutherans. Dur ing 
t h i s  per iod  the present  p ipe  organ was purchased f o r  $600 (1884) and the  2,500 pound 
c a s t  bronze b e l l  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  cupola (1887). 

From the  beginning, sermons a t  Immanuel Lutheran had been presented i n  t h e  n a t i v e  
German of the  congregat ion. This p r a c t i c e  eased on A p r i l  12, 1918 and from then 
onward a l l  have been d e l i v e r e d  i n  Eng l ish . l8  As t h e  twen t ie th  century  has progressed, 
t h e  s i z e  o f  the congregat ion has decreased somewhat, b u t  a l l  remain l o y a l  t o  the  
church and anxious about i t s  f u t u r e .  
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The survey o f  M i s s o u r i ' s  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  i s  based on t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  as they r e l a t e  
t o  theme s tud ies  i n  Missour i  h i s t o r y  as o u t l i n e d  i n  "Missour i ' s  S ta te  H i s t o r i c  
Preservat ion Plan." Immanuel Evangel ical  Lutheran Church, there fore ,  i s  being 
nominated t o  the  Nat iona l  Reg is te r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places as an example o f  the  themes 
o f  "Society" and " M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s " .  

FOOTNOTES 

1. This adcount o f  the  Saxon imn ig ra t i on  i s  based on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  i n  P.E. 

2. This b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  Concordia Log Cabin College, i s  the  sub jec t  o f  a pending 
Nat ional  Reg is te r  nominat ion from t h i s  o f f i c e .  

3. Facts concerning t h e  1 i f e  o f  J.F. Buenger a r e  taken from Walter 0. Fors ter ,  
Zion on the Missis* ( S t .  Louis :  Concordia Pub l ish ing  House, 1953), pp. 405-408, 
v d . ,  The Concordia Cyclopedia (St .  Louis : Concordia Pub1 i s h i n g  
House, 1927), p. 101 and Car l  S. Meyer, 
o f  the  Lutheran Church - Missour i  Synod 
1964), p .  188. 

4 .  Record Book, Imnanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church. The Augsburg Confession o f  
F a i t h  was formulated i n  1530 as a r e s u l t  o f  the des i re  of Emperor Charles V t o  show a 
u n i t e d  f r o n t  aga ins t  t h e  Turks and t o  end the  d i s u n i t y  i n  Germany which r e s u l t e d  
from the  Reformation. The d o c t r i n e  g iven form a t  Augsburg, Germany was based on t h e  
Schwabach and Torgau A r t i c l e s ,  two e a r l  i e r  Lutheran d o c t r i n a l  statements, and 
embraced the  doc t r i nes  o f  o r i g i n a l  s i n ,  C h r i s t ' s  two natures i n  one person, j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h ,  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  m i n i s t r y ,  i n f a n t  and a d u l t  baptism, abso lu t i on  
and repentance, and t ransubs tan t i a t i on ,  among o thers .  Ten years l a t e r ,  P h i l i p  
Melancthon, who prepared t h e  o r i g i n a l  Augsburg Confession, i n s t i t u t e d  some a l t e r a t i o n s  
t o  i t  under pressure f rom t h e  Papacy and the  German cou r t .  These a l t e r a t i o n s ,  
however, were n o t  accepted by orthodox Lutherans. Theodore G. Tappert, ed., The 
Book o f  Concord (Ph i lade lph ia :  Muhlenberg Press, 1959), pp. 23-96 and L. Fuerbr inger ,  
ed., The Concordia Cyclopedia, p .  47. An understanding o f  the Augsburg Confession 
helps t o  exp la in  the i n s c r i p t i o n  over the  f r o n t  door o f  the  church, "Der Gerechte 
w i r d  seines Glaubens Leben", which t rans la tes  as " the j u s t  s h a l l  l i v e  by f a i t h " .  

5. Record Book, Immanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church. 

6. I b i d .  -. 

7. I b i d .  
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8. The fo l l ow ing  account i s  based on t h e  research o f  O r .  Richard S. Brownlee, 
The B a t t l e  o f  P i l o t  Knob (Columbia: S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society  o f  Missour i ,  n.d.). 

9. Mrs. E.G. H o l l i e ,  Personal correspondence w i t h  the  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r i c  Preser- 
va t ion ,  Department o f  Natura l  Resources, September 1, 1978. 

10. These r u i n s  were p laced on t h e  Nat iona l  Reg is te r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places on February 
26, 1970. 

11. References t o  a church b u i l d i n q  i n  t h e  area o f  the  b a t t l e ,  n o r t h  o f  the  f o r t .  
a r e  recorded i n  l e t t e r s  publ ished yn Cyrus A.  Peterson and Joseph M i l l s  Hanson, ' 

P i l o t  Knob: The Thermopylae o f  t h e  West (New York: Fleale Pub l ish ing  Co., 1914), 
pp. 203 and 218-219. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l e t t e r  i n  the  genealoqical notes o f  t h e  
Carpenter f am i l y ,  now i n  the  es ta te  o f  Dorothy ~ e e s e  o f  I r o n  County, mentions the  
use of a church b u i l d i n g  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  as a h o s p i t a l .  The l e t t e r ,  from Seymour 
Carpenter t o  Mrs. Thomas Ewing, dated October 4, 1864, reads: "I ordered my surgeons 
outs ide  o f  the  f o r t  t o  f i x  the  h o s p i t a l  i n  a church about 150 yards d i s t a n t  ... I was 
t o  take charge o f  the  telegraph, see t h a t  h i s  messages were sent  as t o  adv ise  General 
Rosencrant ( s i c )  o f  the  progress o f  events from t ime t o  t ime. .." A l i t h o g r a p h  o f  a 
drawing made a t  the  t ime o f  the  b a t t l e  shows two b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  lower r i g h t  corner  
which appear t o  be churches. Immanuel Lutheran i s  the  one p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e  foreground, 
though there  a r e  d i f f e rences  i n  the  ac tua l  design o f  the  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  way i n  
which i t  i s  depicted (see Photo $ 6 ) .  The i d e n t i t y  o f  the  o the r  b u i l d i n g  has eluded 
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  research. T r a d i t i o n  supports t h e  c la im  t h a t  i t  was I m n u e l  Lutheran 
which was used as a h o s p i t a l  du r ing  t h i s  famous b a t t l e .  I n  add i t i on ,  s u r v i v i n g  
among the  church records, i s  a book which was used t o  record  telegrams which were 
sent and rece ived by s o l d i e r s  r e s i d i n g  t h e r e  as pa t i en ts .  

12. Mrs. E.G. H o l l i e ,  personal correspondence w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r i c  Preser- 
va t ion ,  Department o f  Natura l  Resources, September 6, 1978. 

13. August R .  Suelf low, The Heart o f  Missour i :  A H i s t o r y  o f  the  Western D i s t r i c t  
o f  the Lutheran Church (c 

14. Record Book, Immanuel Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church. 



1. Brownlee, D r .  Richard S. The B a t t l e  of P i l o t  Knob. Columbia: S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  
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I 2. Carpenter, Seymour. Personal correspondence w i t h  Mrs. Thomas Ewing, October 
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IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH #1 
P i  l o t  Knob, Missour i  
Photographer: Noe l le  Soren 

August, 1978 
Department o f  Natura l  Resources, P;O. Box 176, 
Je f fe rson C i t y ,  Mo. 65102 
View t o  nor theast .  Note asymnetr ical  l y  p laced 
windows on the west s ide  and t h e i r  l ack  o f  
decorat ive l i n t e l .  





IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH #2 
P i l o t  Knob, M issou r i  
Photographer: Noe l l e  Soren 

August, 1978 
Department o f  Na tu ra l  Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Je f f e r son  City, Mo. 65102 
View t o  southwest. 





IMMANUEL EVANGEL1 CAL LUTHERAN CHURCH #3 
P i l o t  Knob, Missour i  
Photographer: Noe l le  Soren . . Auaust. 1978 

~~ ~ - 
Department o f  ~ a t u r a i  Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Je f fe rson C i t y ,  Mo. 65102 
I n t e r i o r ,  second f l o o r  school room. view t n  = . -- 
southeast. Note o r i g i n a l  f u r n i t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
the organ t o  r i g h t .  







IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH #4 
Pi lo t  Knob, Missouri 
Photographer: Noelle Soren 

August, 1978 
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65102 
In te r io r ,  sanctuary, southwest wall. This i s  
the combination a l ta r -pu lp i t  designed and 
b u i l t  by the a rch i tec t  of the church, Auguste 
Gockel. 





IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH #5 
Pi  l o t  Knob, Missour i  
Photographer: Noe l le  Soren 

August, 1978 
Department o f  Natura l  Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Je f fe rson C i t y ,  Mo. 65102 
I n t e r i o r ,  sanctuary, one o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  
l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  o f  t he  church which has been 
e l e c t r i f i e d  i n  recent  years. 
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