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I HISTORIC 

I r o n  County Courthouse Complex - - -- 
AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

Courthouse Square and 220 South Shepherd S t r e e t  

-NOTFOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSXGAL DISTRICT 
I r o n t o n  - VICINITY OF #I0 - Hon. B i l l  D. B u r l i s o n  

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Missour i  29 I r o n  093 

  CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT LPUBLIC LOCCUPIEO 
XBUILDINGISI -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS &YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

 GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

I r o n  - County 
- -- 

STREET k NUMBER I r o n  County Courthouse 
.. 

CITY TOWN STATE 

I r o n t o n  - VICINITYOF M issour i  63650 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
! COURTHOUSE. C i r c u i t  C lerk  and Recorder o f  Deeds O f f i c e  

REGISTRY OF QEEDSETC. I r o n  County Courthouse 
! STREET & NUMBER 

i 
i 

250 South Main S t r e e t  -- 
; CITY. TOWN STATE 

! I r o n t o n  Missour i  63650 
I 

I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

1. M issou r i :  (WPA P r o j e c t )  -- . 
DATE 

1.941 -FEDERAL KSTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

~ ~ ~ r k : . .  Quell+Soat~ and Pparrp. Tnr 
t STATE 
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2. M issour i  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Catalogue 
1963 . - - -  
S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  o f  M issour i  
Columbia, M issour i  65201 

3 .  I r o n  County Brought I n t o  Focus 
1976 - 
I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  
I r on ton ,  Missour i  63650 

4. M issour i  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Survey 
1978 
Department o f  Natura l  Resources 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, Missour i  65102 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED LORIGINALSITE 
XGOOD -RUINS XJLTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 
- 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The I r o n  County Courthouse Complex i s  comprised o f  a group o f  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
associated county b u i l d i n g s  i n  I ron ton ,  Missour i .  The two-story,  r e d  b r i c k  cour t -  
house dominates the  group, f a c i n g  eas t  from i t s  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  on Courthouse 
Square. An octagonal,  frame gazebo decorates t h e  southeast corner  o f  the  square, 
and on the adjacent  b lock  t o  the west a re  s i t u a t e d  the b r i c k  s h e r i f f ' s  house and 
connect ing stone j a i l .  

COURTHOUSE 

E x t e r i o r  
. , . - , .  

,The I r o n  County Courthouig. i s  a ' : t yo-s tory ,  y e c t a n ~ u l ~ a t -  bu i ) ld inb  re? lec t i t i $  : ~ r k & k  
Revival an$ I t a l i a n  a r c h i t ~ c t u r a l  t ra :q i t iops, ,  a' combination wtiich has been " '  

r e fe r red  t o  as I t a l i a n a t e  ~ lass ' ic ' ism. The s t r u c t u r e  presentsa'as pr imary facade 
i t s  eastern gable end, which i s  h i g h l i g h t e d  by  a b o l d l y  accentuated pediment. 
Greek Revival i n f l u e n c e  i s  ev iden t  i n  the prominent en tab la tu re  w i t h  dentate 
band which r ims t h e  b u i l d i n g  and underscores t h e  typanum o f  the  pediment, w h i l e  
I t a l i a n  in f luence i s  apparent i n  the round-arched windows, the  prominent quoins 
and the  Vendramini window2 punctuat ing  the pr imary facade. 

The courthouse was b u i l t  as a rec tangu lar  s t ruc tu re ,  t h ree  bays wide and f i v e  
bays deep, measuring approximately 65 '  east-west by  47'3" north-south. A 1964 
a d d i t i o n  extended the  b u i l d i n g ,  b r i n g i n g  i t s  east-west dimension t o  approximately 
109'5". While the  o r i g ina , l  s t r u c t u r e  cons is ts  o f  two s t o r i e s ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  packs 
th ree  s t o r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  . . same he igh t .  . .. . 

. . , ,... , , 

The o r i g i n a l  sec t i on  i s  constructed o f  handmade, red  b r i c k ,  l a i d  i n  comnon bond 
on a foundat ion o f  rock-faced, coursed l imestone b locks.  A l imestone water tab le  
separates foundat ion and supers t ruc ture .  B r i c k  i s  a l s o  employed,for decora t ive  
d e t a i l s ,  such as quoins, be1 tcourse, and the lower elements ' o f  t he 'en tab la tu re .  
Cut stone forms t h e  l u g s i l l s  o f  a l l  windows and t h e  l i n t e l s  o f  the f i r s t  s t o r y  
windows and doors. Wood i s  employed f o r  the  boxed corn ice,  window and door 
elements, and the  cupola. The b u i l d i n g  i s  p resen t l y  pa in ted  red, w h i l e  the 
d e t a i l s  o f  corn ice,  be l tcourse ,  quoins, window s i l l s ,  window t r i m  and cupola are 
pa in ted  wh i te .  The foundat ion i s  pa in ted  l i g h t  grey. Although muted by the  coats 
o f  p a i n t ,  scars o f  cannon and r i f l e  f i r e  a re  v i s i b l e  on t h e  eas t  and south facades. 

Windows of the  f i r s t  s t o r y  a re  rec tangu lar ,  double-hung sash w i t h  e ight-over-e ight  
l i g h t s .  They are  trimmed w i t h  stone l i n t e l s  and l u g s i l l s .  The second s t o r y  i s  
accentuated by  a be l t cou rse  o f  b r i c k .  The windows o f  t h a t  s t o r y  a re  round-arched, 
w i t h  twelve-over-e ight  l i g h t s  each. The s t i l t e d  arches are  de f ined by  dentate 
bands o f  b r i c k ,  which s p r i n g  f rom b r i c k  corbels .  The pr imary facade i s  h igh l i gh ted  
by a Vendramini -s ty le c e n t r a l  window. The openings on the southernmost bays o f  
t h e  n o r t h  and south facades are  b r i cked  in .3 
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A low-pitched, gable r o o f  covers the b u i l d i n g ,  h i g h l i g h t e d  by a  cupola on the  
eastern end. The octagonal cupola s i t s  firmly on a  square base. A  co rn i ce  w i t h  
dentate band r ims t h e  cupola, and above i t  r i s e s  an octagonal,  bel l -shaped roof. 
The gable roo f ,  once covered w i t h  metal,  i s  now covered w i t h  aspha l t  sh ingles;  the  
cupo la 's  r o o f  i s  covered w i t h  meta l .  S ix  b r i c k  chimneys p i e r c e  the main roof ,  
placed th ree  t o  a  slope. 

The 1964 a d d i t i o n  r e f l e c t s  t h e  o v e r a l l  design o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  i s  
constructed of red  b r i c k ,  l a i d  i n  common bond on a  concrete foundation. The 
fundamental design d e t a i l s  o f  r o o f l i n e ,  corn ice,  quoins and be l tcourse  are  echoed 
i n  the  add i t i on .  The major d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  i n  the fenes t ra t i on ,  which cons i s t s  
o f  smal l  double-hung windows w i t h  s i x -ove r -s i x  l i g h t s  and which r e f l e c t s  t h e  
th ree -s to ry  arrangement o f  the  i n t e r i o r .  The r e d  p a i n t  which covers b o t h  sect ions 
serves t o  m o l l i f y  any would-be c o n t r a s t  between the  new and o l d  b r i c k ,  w h i l e  t h e  
quoins o f  the west end o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  mark t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from o l d  t o  
new. 

I n t e r i o r  

Although the  f l o o r  p lan  remains b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same, t h e  i n t e r i o r  has been "modern- 
i zed "  t o  s u i t  the  expanding needs o f  t h e  county c o u r t  system. The o r i g i n a l  p a r t  
of the  courthouse has a  c e n t r a l ,  l o n g i t u d i n a l  h a l l .  F i ve  o f f i c e s  and t h e  county 
c o u r t  room open o f f  t h i s  h a l l .  To t h e  l e f t  o f  the main entrance on t h e  pr imary 
facade, t h e  o r i g i n a l  cu rv ing  s t a i r c a s e  w i t h  moulded handrai 1, turned ba lus te rs  and 
octagonal newel pos t  leads ups ta i r s .  Once a  s i m i l a r  s t a i r c a s e  was loca ted on t h e  
oppos i te  s ide.  The c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan  o f  the  e a r l y  b u i l d i n g  i s  cont inued i n  the 
a d d i t i o n ,  which i s  access ib le  v i a  double g lass doors. 

Most of the second f l o o r  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  sec t i on  i s  occupied by  the  C i r c u i t  Court 
room. That room i s  entered through a  double door from a  h a l l  on the  east.  
Another door opens o f f  t h i s  h a l l  i n t o  t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r ' s  o f f i c e .  A narrow door 
leads t o  a  s t a i r c a s e  along. the  eas tern  w a l l  o f  the  h a l l  ; t h i s  s t a i r c a s e  leads t o  
s torage space and prov ides access t o  a  ladder lead ing  t o  the  cupola. 

A1 t e r a t i o n s  

The major a l t e r a t i o n  i nvo l ved  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  r e a r  (west) a d d i t i o n  men- 
t i oned  prev ious ly .  I n  1965, c e r t a i n  i n t e r i o r  renovat ions were performed, and i n  
1975, the  e x i s t i n g  metal r o o f  was replaced w i t h  asbestos sh ing les .  
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1 SHERIFF'S HOUSE 

B u i l t  ca. 1866-67, the  s h e r i f f ' s  house i s  a two-story,  red  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  of 
rec tangu lar  plan, measuring approximately 58'10" nor th-south by 20' east-west. 
O r i g i n a l l y  a four-bay s t r u c t u r e  measuring 45'10" i n  length ,  i t  was expanded t o  
i t s  present l e n g t h  by  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a f i f t h  bay on the south a t  an undeter- 
mined date. Both sec t ions  a r e  constructed of red  b r i c k ,  l a i d  i n  common bond 
on a foundat ion o f  rock- faced l imestone b locks.  T i e  rods, t e rm ina t i ng  i n  s t a r s  
on the e x t e r i o r ,  add s t r u c t u r a l  support.  The b u i l d i n g  i s  p resen t l y  pa in ted  red, 
w i t h  d e t a i l s  pa in ted  a c o n t r a s t i n g  wh i te .  

The rectangular ,  double-hung windows are  trimmed w i t h  cut-s tone l i n t e l s  and l ug -  
s i l l s .  The o r i g i n a l  combination o f  s i x -ove r -s i x  l i g h t s  i s  re ta ined  on the f i r s t  
s to ry  on ly .  The o r i g i n a l  entrance i s  loca ted  i n  the northernmost bay, recessed 
behind a C lass i ca l  enframement o f  p i l a s t e r s  and abbreviated entab la ture .  (The 
corn ice  o f  t h a t  en tab la ture ,  v i s i b l e  i n  an e a r l y  photograph, i s  no longer  i n t a c t . )  
A l a t e r  entrance i s  l oca ted  i n  the  c e n t r a l  bay, she l te red  by a gabled hood. 

The house i s  capped b y  a broad-eaved, gable r o o f ,  which i s  p resen t l y  covered w i t h  
meta l .  The r o o f  i s  p ie rced  b y  th ree  chimneys; two s t r a d d l e  the  r i d g e  on the  
southern end and one extends through t h e  western slope. 

I n  1966, an el l -shapped a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  on t h e  southwest corner  o f  the  s t ruc -  
t u re .  Constructed o f  c i n d e r  b locks,  i t  has a pent roo f .  The i n t e r i o r  o f  the  
house has been modernized, b u t  i t  r e t a i n s  i t s  bas ic  l ayou t .  

JAIL 

Ad jo in ing  the  S h e r i f f ' s  House on t h e  west, t h e  I r o n  County J a i l  i s  a one-story 
s t r u c t u r e  measuring approximately 40' east-west by 34' nor th-south.  I t i s  
constructed o f  nlassive, rock- faced l imestone b locks  and capped by  a low-pi tched 
gahle roof .  A s i n g l e  b r i c k  chimney p ie rces  the  southern s lope o f  t h e  meta l -c lad  
roof .  The n o r t h  and south s ides o f  the b u i l d i n g  have the on l y  windows, f o u r  
metal-barred openings each. The o n l y  access t o  the  s i x - c e l l  f a c i l i t y  i s  from 
the  f i r s t  f l o o r  f o y e r  o f  t h e  S h e r i f f ' s  House. 

A new a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  j a i l  was completed ca. 1978. Constructed o f  b r i c k ,  w i t h  
a gable roo f ,  the a d d i t i o n  i s  l i n k e d  t o  the o l d  j a i l  on the  west v i a  a b r i c k  
and glass passageway. While t h e  new j a i l  w i l l  house the  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  as w e l l  
as women's and j u v e n i l e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  the  o l d  j a i l  w i l l  cont inue t o  be used f o r  
men's f a c i l i t i e s .  
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GAZEBO 

The gazebo o r  bandstand i s  an open p a v i l l i o n ,  constructed o f  wood i n  an octagonal 
design and embel l ished w i t h  decora t ive  j igsawn and sc ro l lwo rk  ornament. Measur- 
i n g  about 15 '6"  i n  w id th ,  the  s t r u c t u r e  i s  capped by a  bel l -shaped, octagonal 
r o o f .  Fanc i fu l  gingerbread ornament, f e a t u r i n g  cu t -ou t  designs i n  t h e  form o f  
s t a r s  and crescents, creates a  deco ra t i ve  band below the  r o o f ,  which i s  supported 
b y  e i g h t  turned posts. Four steps lead up t o  the  ra i sed  p la t fo rm,  and on t h e  
i n s i d e ,  seven wooden benches prov ide  seat ing .  O r i g i n a l l y  g a i l y  painted i n  red, 
w h i t e  and b lue,  the  gazebo now i s  pa in ted  wh i te ,  w i t h  l i g h t  grey posts and a  red, 
sh ing led  r o o f .  Except f o r  p a i n t i n g ,  occasional replacement o f  de te r i o ra ted  wooden 
elements and general maintenance, the  gazebo has been unchanged s ince  i t s  construc- 
t i o n  i n  1899. 

SITE 

The I r o n  County Courthouse Complex i s  loca ted i n  the  hear t  o f  downtown I ron ton ,  
Missour i .  The I r o n  County Courthouse i s  centered on Courthouse Square, a  l o t  
measuring 256' square and bounded by  Main S t r e e t  on the east,  Wayne S t r e e t  on 
the nor th ,  South Shepherd S t r e e t  on t h e  west and West Russel l  S t r e e t  on the  south. 
The square i s  p leasan t l y  landscaped w i t h  deciduous t rees  and evergreen shrubs; 
on the  Main S t r e e t  s i d e  two cannons proc la im the  s i t e ' s  C i v i l  War assoc ia t ion .  
Concrete walks l ead  t o  the  eas t  and west entrances o f  the  b u i l d i n g ,  and a  concrete 
walk borders t h e  square. A f l ower  bed f l a n k s  the  sidewalk on the  east.  The gazebo 
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  southeastern corner  o f  the  square. Facing the  west s ide  o f  t h e  
square, from t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  on South Shepherd St ree t ,  a r e  the  I r o n  County S h e r i f f ' s  
House and J a i l .  

CONDITION AND PRESENT USE 

The c o n d i t i o n  o f  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h i n  the  I r o n  County Courthouse Complex i s  very 
good. A l l  r ece i ve  r e g u l a r  maintenance and are  t rea ted  w i t h  respect  f o r  t h e i r  
h i s t o r i c a l  va lue  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  A l l  cont inue t o  serve i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  capac i t ies .  
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Paul Kenneth Goeldner i n  "Temples o f  J u s t i c e :  Nineteenth Century Courthouses 
i n  the  Midwest and Texas," Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  1970, 
p. 151, suggests t h a t  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  category 
he terms I t a l  i ana te  Classic ism came from "several sources, c h i e f l y  I t a l i a n  
b u t  from wide ly  d ivergent  t imes and p laces."  He po in t s  t o  the  round-arches 
i n s p i r e d  by Roman a r t ,  the  prominent quoins i n s p i r e d  by Renaissance a r t  and 
t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  window munt in p a t t e r n  i n s p i r e d  b y  the Palazzo Vendramini i n  
Venice. 

2. I b i d .  - 
3 .  This fea tu re  may have been p a r t  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  as the  b r i cked - in  

windows are v i s i b l e  i n  a  photograph d a t i n g  ca. 1864. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. . 

The I r o n  County Courthouse Complex i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  areas o f  Missour i  and I r o n  
County h i s t o r y  and a rch i tec tu re .  B u i l t  ca. 1858, the  I r o n  County Courthouse i s  an 
important,  we l l -p reserved example of r e - c i v i l  War courthouse a r c h i t e c t u r e  combining 
Greek Revival  and I t a l i a n  elements. The courthouse has s tgn l f i cance  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
h i s t o r y  of I r o n  county on.account of i t s '  associa' t ion w i t h  the events 'surrounding. the  
B a t t l e  o f  P i l o t  Knob,' ~epteli ibeF'27, 1'864, .when i t  served as bo th  bdr racKsand h o s p i t a l  
The s h e r i f f ' s  house and j a i l ,  b u i l t  ca. 1866-67, and t h e  gazebo, b u i l t  ca. 1899, are 
important,  associated county b u i l d i n g s  which have i n d i v i d u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a r c h i  tec-  
t u r a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  and which con t r i bu te  t o  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  complex as 
a  whole. 

I r o n  Count , Misso r i ,  was c rea ted by an a c t  o f  the Missour i  General Assembly on 
February 1 8 5 7 . ~  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  format ion,  e l e c t i o n s  were h e l d  t o  determine 
which town i n  the newly organized area should be the county seat.  A t  t h a t  t ime 112 
acres belonging t o  merchants David Carson and Hiram N. Tong were be ing  surveyed f o r  
the  establ ishment of a new town, I ron ton .  The owners proposed t h a t  i f  I r o n t o n  should 
be made t h e  county seat, they  would dotiate a l t e r n d t e  l o t s  t o  be s o l d  a t  u b l i c  &&tion, 
w i t h  the  proceeds t o  be used i n  t h e  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  county courthouse. 8 

I An e l e c t i o n  was subsequently he ld  between Middlebrook, P i l o t  Knob, Arcadia and I r o n t o n  
f o r  l o c a t i o n  o f  the  county seat.  I n  September of 1857 I r o n t o n  was chosen as county 
seat, and the -pyb l i c ,auc t i pn  was arranged. The donated l o t s  were s o l d  by Commissioner 
Samuel A. Reyburn f o r  a  t o t a l  of $10,602.00, and the  balance o f  the  c o s t  f o r  the  cou r t -  
house was f inanced by  t h e  county. 3 

Henry H. Wright was the  a r c h i t e c t  whose courthouse d  s ign  was approved. He was awarded 
twen ty - f i ve  d o l l a r s  fo r  h i s  p lan  and spec i f i ca t i ons .g  The c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  the  courthouse was author ized i n  A p r i l  o f  1858 and awarded t o  George S. Evans and 
Wi l l i am F. M i t c h e l l  f o r  the  sum o f  $14,000.00. Superintendent o f  b u i l d i n g  cons t ruc t i on  
was the  Hon. J.V. Logan, f i r s t  Pres id ing  Judge o f  the  I r o n  County cour t .5  

Dedicat ion ceremonies f o r  the  l a y i n g  o f  t h e  cornerstone were he ld  on J u l y  4, 1858. 
Forming the  nor theas t  corner  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  the  cornerstone contained a  copy o f  t h e  
Dec la ra t i on  o f  Independence; a  copy o f  a  f r e e  s o i l  newspaper, t h e  Ironton'F~irnace; and 
numerous o t h e r  a r t i c l e s ,  such as U.S. coins. The courthouse was completed and occupied 
by  October 1860.6 
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Several years l a t e r ,  the  I r o n  County Courthouse was t o  be invo lved i n  the  tu rmo i l  
surrounding t h e  B a t t l e  o f  P i l o t  Knob, September 27, 1864.' During the  course o f  
t h a t  b r i e f  b u t  dec i s i ve  C i v i l  War b a t t l e ,  t h e  courthouse f e l l  i n t o  t h e  hands of 
bo th  Union and Confederate fo rces ,  se rv ing  f i r s t  as barracks f o r  the  t roops and 
then as h o s p i t a l  f o r  the  count less wounded. 

P i l o t  Knob and I r o n t o n  are  l oca ted  about a  m i l e  apar t ,  i n  a  geographic area known 
as the  Arcadia Va l ley .  S i tua ted  on a  thousand-acre p l a i n ,  P i l o t  Knob i s  surrounded 
on t h e  n o r t h  by Cedar and Rock Mountains, on the  eas t  by P i l o t  Knob Mountain and 
on the south and west by Shepherd's Mountain. A narrow gap between the  two l a t t e r  
peaks leads toward I ron ton ,  loca ted  i n  a  v a l l e y  o f  several thousand acres. I n  1864 
t h a t  nor thern  pass o f  t h e  Arcadia Va l l ey  was the l o c a t i o n  o f  t e  Union post,  F o r t  
Davidson (Nat ional  Reg is te r ) ,  an hexagonal earthwork for t ress. '  That s t r a t e g i c a l l y  
l oca ted  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  was t o  become the  s i t e  o f  one o f  t h e  g rea tes t  carnages o f  
the  C i v i l  War i n  Missour i .  

By the  summer o f  1864, t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  the Confederate army was dwindl ing.  To the  
eas t  o f  the  M iss i ss ipp i ,  i t s  t roops were exhausted from continuous b a t t l e ;  t o  the  
west, confus ion and l e t h a r g y  reigned. A t  t h i s  t ime L ieutenant  General Edmund 
K i rby  Smith was commander o f  t h e  Trans-Miss iss ippi  Department o f  t h e  Confederate 
army. Under t h r e a t  of l o s i n g  h i s  i d l e  t roops t o  the  b a t t l e s  i n  t h e  east ,  he chose 
t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  r e t e n t i o n  by  h u r r i e d l y  p lann ing  an invas ion  o f  Missour i .  There 
the Union f l a n k  was very weak and the re  was chance f o r  a  much-needed Confederate 
v i c t o r y .  The Missour i  Department o f  War was under the  command o f  General W i l l i am 
S. Rosecrans, a  s o l d i e r  o f  quest ionable m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y  who was dispatched t o  
Missour i ,  where he cou ld  do the  l e a s t  harm. St r ipped o f  r e g u l a r  t roops,  Rosecrans 
was l e f t  w i t h  o n l y  the  Missour i  S ta te  M i l i t i a ,  and many o f  these men were sca t te red  
throughout western and c e n t r a l  Missour i ,  as a  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  summer's campaigns 
aga ins t  g u e r i l l a s  i n  the  west.1° 

Smith chose Major General S t e r l i n g  P r i ce  t o  lead the  exped i t ion  i n t o  Missour i .  
His  u n i t  commanders were t o  be Major  J a y  F .  Fagan, Major General John S. Marmaduke 
and B r igad ie r  General Joseph 0. Shelby. A  mot ley regiment, i n c l u d i n g  many s t rag-  
g l e r s  and deser t  r s ,  was rounded up, and the p a r t y  headed across the  Arkansas 
toward M i s s o u r i . ? ~  T h e i r  aim was t o  press toward Fredericktown, south o f  I ron ton  
i n  Madison County, Missour i ,  i n  t h r e e  columns, w i t h  t h e  u l t i m a t e  goal o f  St .  ~ o u i s ! ~  
However, P r i ce  was t o  change h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n  t o  P i l o t  Knob, once he heard rumor o f  
ex tens ive  Union t roop  deployments south o f  S t .  Louis.  
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I n  the  meantime Rosecrans received word o f  P r i c e ' s  movements. He d i d  n o t  know 
where t o  expect P r i c e  t o  a t t a c k  and immediately dispatched B r igad ie r  General 
Thomas Ewing t o  F o r t  Davidso t h e  on l y  Union f o r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  south c e n t r a l  
Missour i ,  t o  scout the  area. C4 

By September 26th, Marmaduke, Fagan and P r i c e  had reached Fredericktown. l5 on 
t h a t  same day Ewing a r r i v e d  a t  F o r t  Davidson, encounter ing a Union f o r c e  o f  l e s s  
than 900 men. That evening he sent two i n f a n t r y  companies down through I r o n t o n  
toward Fredericktown. Those companies ran  head onto Fagan's lead ing  br igades. 
Fagan's men spread o u t  and succeeded i n  d r i v i n g  the  Union troops back i n t o  I ron ton ,  
where b r i e f  sk i rmish ing  took place. I n  t h e  course o f  t h i s  cross f i r e ,  the  I r o n  
County Courthouse was damaged by cannon and r i f l e  f i r e ,  t h e  scars o f  which remain 
v i s i b l e  today. Ewing soon re in fo rced  h i s  men i n  I ron ton ,  and t h e  Confederate 
fo rces  were d r i v e n  back toward ~ r e d e r i c k t 0 w n . l ~  Bv n i a h t f a l l  a heavv r a i n  had 
begun, and t h e  Union fo rces  were pressed back i n t i  ~ r o n t o n ,  where many took refuge 
i n  t h e  courthouse. 

A f t e r  t h e  enemy's camp was q u i e t  we were ordered t o  r e t i r e  t o  t h e  
courthouse t o  esca e a c o l d  and dreary r a i n  which began f a l l i n g  a 7 l i t t l e  a f t e r  dark.  7 

A l e r t  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  the  Union s o l d i e r s  "could hear t h e  movements o f  the  ad- 
vancing enem and.. .knew t h a t  a c t i o n  would open v igo rous l y  w i t h  the  advent o f  
day1 i g h t .  " They warned Ewing and requested permission t o  f a l l  back on F o r t  
~ a v i d s 0 n . l ~  The nex t  day, September 27th, the  major b a t t l e  took place. A t  about 
2:00, Confederate t roops began t o  rush the  f o r t  on f o o t .  Although t h e  Confeder- 
a t e  forces g r e a t l y  outnumbered the  Union troops, t h e  Union men had t h e  advantage 
of s t ra teg ious  p o s i t i o n ,  and w i t h i n  twenty minutes over 1,000 Confederates had 
fa1  len .  P r i c e ' s  t e r r i f i e d  army withdrew, and Ewing b o l d l y  evacuated h i s  remain- 
i n g  men du r ing  t h e  n ight .20 This b a t t l e ,  which has been termed the  Thermopylae 
of t h e  West, because so few stood v a l i a n t l y  aga ins t  so many, d e a l t  a severe 
blow t o  the  Confederate army. I n  t h e  af termath o f  t h e  bloody b a t t l e ,  the  I r o n  
County Courthouse was one o f  many l o c a l  b u i l d i n g s  which wer pressed i n t o  
se rv i ce  as h o s p i t a l s  f o r  t h e  wounded Confederate s o l d i e r s .  27 
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Fol lowing t h e  end o f  t h e  C i v i l  War, p lans were made f o r  the  cons t ruc t i on  of a  j a i l  
and s h e r i f f ' s  house t o  complement t h e  I r o n  County Courthouse and t o  s u i t  the  grow- 
i n g  needs o f  t h e  county. These s t ruc tu res  were b u i l t  ca. 1866-67 by  b u i l d i n g  
con t rac to rs  Thompson and Flynn, according t o  p lans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  by 6. Shepherd. 
Franz Dinger, Pres id ing  Judge o f  the I r o n  County Court, $sted as superintendent o f  
cons t ruc t ion .  To ta l  cos t  o f  cons t ruc t i on  was $8,072.50; l a t e r  T.P. Russel l  was 
author ized t o  purchase needed equipment f o r  the j a i l  ( f u r n i t u r e ,  beds, e t c . )  a t  a  
cos t  of $220.00.23 An 1867 e d i t i o n  o f  the  I r o n  County Register  repor ted  t h a t  
business a t  t h e  new j a i l  was "booming". 

... the new j a i l  i s  doing a  f a s t  business. Captain Morgan Mace i s  the 
s h e r i f f .  He w i l l  make horse-s tea l ing  bo th  odious and u n p r o f i t a b l e  i n  
t h i s  co t y .  The p u b l i c  may r e s t  assured t h a t  our j a i l  w i l l  n o t  be 
broken. !!8 

I n  1899 a  decora t ive  a d d i t i o n  was made t o  t h e  Courthouse Square, i n  the form o f  a  
f a n c i f u l  gazebo o r  bandstand. Local c i t i z e n s  had requested permission from the  
County Court f o r  i t s  cons t ruc t ion ,  supplementing t h e i r  request w i t h  a  p e t i t i o n  
from " a l l  the  prominent c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  Va l ley . "  The May 25th e d i t i o n  o f  the  
I r o n  County Reg is te r  gave a  glowing d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  s t r u c t u r e :  

Las t  Monday evening the  Arcadia Va l l ey  Cornet Band dedicated i t s  new 
pagoda on the  courthouse grounds. I t  i s  a b e a u t i f u l  s t r u c t u r e  d a i n t i l y  
f i n i s h e d  i n  the  na t i ona l  co lo rs .  The r o o f  i s  pa in ted  i n  red  w h i t e  and 
b lue  s t r i p e s  and these c o l o r s  are conta ined i n  the posts, corn ice,  
r a i l i n g s  and balus- t rades [s ic ] .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  octagonal i n  form and 
o f  dimensions ample f o r  i t s  in tended p  pose as a  p a v i l i o n  f o r  the  use 
o f  a  band on p leasant  summer evenings. !!g 

I n  1962 the  I r o n  County Court presented a  bond issue t o  the  vo ters  f o r  t h e  purpose 
o f  p rov id ing  funds f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  new j a i l  and an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  cou r t -  
house. The bond issue was n o t  apprgged a t  t h a t  t ime, p r i m a r i l y  because t h e  vo ters  
opposed the  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  new j a i l .  I n  1963 a  new bond issue was submitted, 
p rov id ing  funds f o r  an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  courthouse. I t was approved by the  vo ters ,  
and i n  1964 the  a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t .  A r c h i t e c t s  o f  the  a d d i t i o n  were Hutchens and 
Franghiser o f  Kansas City, Missour i .  The cons t ruc t i on  c o n t r a c t  was awarded t o  the  
Bonnot Construct ion Company o f  Ulrnan, Missour i ,  f o r  $118,890 0, and a l t e r n a t i v e  
measures were taken t o  reduce the f i n a l  cos t  t o  $113,241.00. 29 Care was taken i n  
t h e  cons t ruc t i on  o f  the a d d i t i o n  t o  respect  the i n t e g r i t y  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  bu i l d ing ,  
and the  a d d i t i o n  was designed t o  conform as much as poss ib le  t o  the  o r i g i n a l .  
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The survey o f  M i s s o u r i ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s  i s  based on the  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s i t e s  as 
they  r e l a t e  t o  theme s tud ies  i n  Missour i  h i s t o r y  as o u t l i n e d  i n  M i s s o u r i ' s  S ta te  - H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion Plan. The I r o n  County Courthouse Complex, there fore ,  i s  
being nominated t o  t h e  Nat ional  Reg is te r  of H i s t o r i c  Places as an example o f  t i l e  
themes o f  "Arch i tec ture , "  " M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s "  and " P o l i t i c a l  A f f a i r s . "  
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IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 
Ironton, Missouri 
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1978 
Neg. Loc.: c/o Hardy Studio 

Ironton, Mo. 63650 

Overall view from southeast, showing 
courthouse at right, gazebo in center 
and sheriff's house in rear. 





I R O N  COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 
I ron ton ,  Missour i  
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1979 
Neg. Loc.: C/O Hardy Stud io  

Tronton, Mo. 63650 

View from east ,  showing pr imary facade o f  
I r o n  County Courthouse. Cannonball scar  
i s  v i s i b l e  on a rch i t r ave ,  t o  r i g h t  of 
c e n t r a l  window. 





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 
I ron ton ,  Missour i  
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1978 - 
Neg. Loc. : c/o Hardy Studio 

I ron ton ,  Mo. 63650 

View from southeast, showing gazebo and 
south facade o f  courthouse w i t h  1964 
a d d i t i o n  v i s i b l e .  





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX #4 
I ron ton ,  Missour i  
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1978 
Neg. Loc.: c/o Hardy Studio 

I ron ton ,  Mo. 63650 

View from southwest, showing present  west 
facade o f  courthouse (added i n  1964). The 
apparatus a t  entrance prov ides access fir 
t h e  handicapped. 





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 
Ironton, Missouri 
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1978 ... - 

Neg. Loc.: C/O Hardy Studio 
Ironton, Mo. 63650 

Interior view of courthouse, looking south, 
showing original staircase in midst of 
modernizations. 





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 
I ron ton ,  Missour i  
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1978 
Neg. Loc.: c /o Hardy Studio 

I ron ton ,  Mo. 63650 

I n t e r i o r  view o f  courthouse, l o o k i n g  south, 
showing C i r c u i t  Court Room. 









I R O N  COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX #8 
I ron ton ,  Missour i  
Photographer: unknown, 1957 
Ctpy Neg. Loc.: c/o Hardy Stud io  

I ron ton ,  Mo. 

View from nor theas t ,  showing pr imary facade 
o f  I r o n  County Courthouse. Photograph taken 
du r i ng  Centennial  o f  I r o n  County i n  I ron ton ,  
May 30-June 2, 1957. 





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 
I ron ton ,  Missour i  
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1978 
Neg. Loc. : c/o Hardy Studio 

I ron ton ,  Mo. 63650 

View from nor theast ,  showing pr imary 
facade o f  I r o n  County S h e r i f f ' s  House, w i t h  
j a i l  v i s i b l e  i n  rear .  





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 
I ron ton ,  Missour i  
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1978 
Neg. Loc. : C/O Hardy Studio 

I ron ton ,  Mo. 63650 

View from southwest, showing I r o n  County 
J a i l  i n  foreground and connect ing s h e r i f f ' s  
house i n  rea r .  

IRONTON. M h  

b@R. 2 8 ,a?? , - .  





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX #11 
Ironton,  Missouri 
Photographer: Hardy Studio 

1979 
Neg. Loc.: c /o  Hardy Studio 

Ironton,  Mo. 63650 

View from northwest,  showing newly 
constructed Iron County J a i l  add i t ion  in  
foreground. 





IRON COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX $1 2 
Ironton, Missouri 
Photographer: unknown, ca. 1900 o r  e a r l i e r  
Copy Neg. Loc.: c/o Hardy Studio 

Ironton, Mo. 63650 
View from southeast ,  showing primary 
facade of Iron County She r i f f ' s  House 
before a l t e r a t i on .  The Keesling Hotel on 
r igh t  has s ince been razed. 

IRONTON. k. 
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