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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Sickles Tavern is a rectangular, two-story frame structure with full basement and attic,
situated on a wooded site in the center of 300 acres of farmland., The house rests on a
rubble foundation, with its weatherboarding now covered with green and gray composition
siding. The ridge roof is presently sheathed with asphalt shingles.

The house is an example of the vernacular building form known as a "two-thirds house" - a
two-story structure one room wide and two rooms deep, with an end hallway. The primary
(south) facade is three bays wide and contains the primary entrance to the structure on the
left, through a trabeated single-leaf door flanked by sidelights and decorative panels.
Originally all the house's windows were 6-over-6 double-hung sash but those on the lower
story of this elevation have been replaced by 1-over-1 sash. A veranda, resting on an
ashlar limestone foundation, runs the length of the facade, its shed roof supported by
simple posts.

The east elevation contains two reqularly spaced windows at each story and another in the
center of the gable. Like the primary facade, one window has been replaced with a 1-over-1
sash. The west facade has two windows in the left corner of the first story, and a center
window in the gable. An addition partially obscures the north facade, where a single
original window remains on the upper story.

The interior of the house has identical first and second story floorplans with lateral
hallways containing staircases on the west, from which access is gained to all other
rocms. Important interior details include oak woodwork and flooring and the original
handcrafted doorknobs and latches.

The house is in fair condition, with deterioration evident only in minor areas. One
chimney was partially rebuilt and the placement of several doors and windows altered.
The original weatherboarding was covered by composition siding and electricity was added
to the house. A one-story kitchen addition constitutes the major alteration to the
structure. Of vertical planking (now covered with asphalt sid{ng) with a shed roof and
rubble foundation, it was built about the turn of the century.

FOOTNOTES

1. Mrs. Katherine Simpson, personal interview, 4 June 1979,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Sickles Tavern is a significant early example of the vernacular form of architecture knovi
as the "two-thirds house", relatively rare in northeast Missouri. Believed to be a tavern
and stopping place for the mail and passenger coaches passing from Iowa into Kansas and
beyond, the house is an important symbol of early Missouri settlement and the movement of
western expansion, and is one of the oldest houses in Clark County.

The house was constructed about 1846 by Jacob R. Price, a fafmer and blacksmith who
handcrafted the doorknobs and latches still in the building.! The hogse later passed to
Price's son-in-law, Charles 0. Sanford, a promigent local politician,® who sold it to
Daniel C. Sickles, newly arrived from Virginia.® At the time of its construction, the
house was located on a road known locally as the "Main Divide" as it was said the land
north and east of it drained Znto the Des Moines and Mississippi Rivers and that west
and south into the Fox River.® The road was first used as a drover trail for hogs and
cattle headed for slaughterhouses in Alexandria, Missouri. With the influx of emigrants
to the west, however, the trail became a road for settlers journeying to Kansas and other
new territories. Renamed the Alexandria-Bloomfield Road, it was an important stagecoach
rcute from Iowa through Missouri into the west. According to local tradition, Sickles too'
“advantage of his house's fortunate location and estab]isheg a tavern and stopping place for
the passenger and mail stagecoaches travelling this route.

By the turn of the century, however, the house had returned to its original function as
a private residence, serving as the center of a family farming operation for more than
a century. The house is now owned by Daniel Sickles' great-granddaughter.

FOOTNOTES

1. Dorothy Caldwell, ed., Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue (Columbia, Mo.: State
Historical Society of Missouri, 1963), p. 20.

2. History of Lewis, Clark, Knox and Scotland Counties, Missouri. (St. Louis: The
Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1887), p. 958,

3. Mrs. Katherine Simpson, personal interview, 5 June 1979,

4. Kenneth Doud, The Good 01d Days: Early History of Northeast Clark County, Missouri.
(Columbia, Mo: State Historical Society of Missouri, n.d.), p. 12.

5. 1Ibid.

6. Simpson.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A square measuring 66-1/2' along its east and west sides and 66-1/2' along its north
and south sides, the center of which is the UTM point given above, being the area of
the house and 20' beyond each of its four walls.
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4, Simpson, Mrs. Katherine, Personal interview, 5 June 1979.
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SICKLES TAVERN #405
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Alexandria, Missouri
DATE APPROVED BY A.C.: July 20, 1979
DATE SENT TO D.C.: September 6, 1979
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