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(744 DESCRIPTION

CORDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

— EXCELLENT —.DETERIORATED x_UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—.GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED X_MOVED DATE_.I_Q_]_Q___“._
X;-FAIP. —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND GRIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

Concordia Log Cabin College is a log building under a protective shelter situated
in the Trinity Lutheran Church maple grove. Facing north, it is Jocated on the
southwest covner of the junction of Main Street (County Route A) and Church Street
in the center of Altenburg, Missouri.

EXTERIOR

Overall dimensions

The cabin measures 20' x 17' and has a ground floor and a loft.

Construction Materials and Colors

The building rests on a concrete foundation which is approximately 1 1/2 feet tall.
Floor joists consist of logs flattened on top to receive floor boards and notched
where they rest on the foundation walls. They run east-west.

The building itseif is constructed of loys which are crudely shaped and vary in
diameter from 6" - 10", They show only s1ight notching--no attempt was made at
dovetailing., The chinking between the Togs is primarily mortar and bricks, with
Tess use of stone and mortar. -

The Toys have suffered some deterioration over the years and the walls have been
reinforced by pairs of oak 2" % 6"'s, one inside and one outside, which are placed
vertically against the walls and bolted together. Two pairs are at either end on
the north and west facades; the same is true for the other two facades, but with
additional bracing which flanks the windows of those facades.

The ca@in is ten logs high to the top log. Above the logs, the gable ends cen-

sist of unpainted clapboards. The wedium pitched ridge roof is sheathed with
shake shingles.

Openinos. The cabin possesses one four panel door, Tocated in the center of the
north tacade. The centers of the remaining facades are occupied by double-hung
sash windows. Each window has six over six lights. Directly above the windows
on the gable ends are two additional window openings. A six light fixed window
fills the opening on the east end; a board and batten shutter closes the op-
posite opening. The cabin has no chimhey, nor are decorative details of any
kind prasent.

The small doll house-like attachment on the southeast  d of the building is con-
structed of clapboards and roof tile salvaged from the parsonage of Altenburg's
first pastor, Gotthold Loeber, when it coliapsed in a 1929 storm.

INTERIOR

An east-west running floor of random width tongue and groove oak boards occurs on
the ground floor. The walls are not plastered, leaving the logs directly exposed
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STATEMENT GF SIGNIFICANCE

The Concordia Log Cabin College is significant as the first college and seminary

of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod educational system.

to be where the Altenburg Debates were held.

It is also believed

The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod is today the second largest Lutheran church

in the United States.

It has almost three million members, over 7,000 clergy and

an educational system including two theological seminaries and several collieges.
It is not odd, although it may initially seem so, that a religious institution
representad in all the states end in the foreign field should have such a geo-
~graphically VYimiting name; however, the church has consciously retained the Mis-
seuri association in its name because it is so intimately connected with the
synod's origins and philosophy. !

Missouri was the destination of the Saxon or Stephanite Immigration of 1838.

This

unique migration was made up of Germans, principally from Saxony, who had embraced

the teachings and leadership of Martin Stephan.

From his pulpit in St. Jdohn's Church

in Dresden, Stephan preached an orthodox brand of Lutheranism that ran counter to
the trend towards rationalism that for various reasons was increasingly dominating

the religious 1ife of Saxony.

Stephan was not a great pulpit orator, but he did

possess an unusual sensitivity to the spiritual needs of people and between 1823-

1837 he attracted a large following.

His adherents included not only the rank and

file, but also lawyers, teachers, merchants, high ranking government officials and

clergy.

These were men of considerable ability, and they were versatile and young--

only two were over forty at the time of immigration, and most had been associated
with Stephan for years.

Stephan's popularity and celebrity were also to have negative consequences.

Evidence of Stephan's magnetism is suggested in the wiliing-
ness of many of his followers to forsake families, parents,

: Bositions of influcnce
and security in order toc follow him to an uncertain destiny.

The

Tiberaiizing trend evolving in the government of Saxony and its corresponding im-
pact on the relicious estahlishment conspired to make Stephan's position in Dresden

increasingly uncomfortabie.

Trotbles with the civil #uthorities erupted in 1836

and culminated jate in the following year with the reicval of Stephan from his

pastorate.

This brought his career in Germany to an end and set into motian plans

for a whotesale transplanting of Stephan and his following onto another Ignd where
they would be unmolested as they created the kind of church they desired.
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on the inside. In the northeast corner, a two-step landing supports a stepladder-
type stairway that provides access to the second floor.

The toft floor is similar to the ground floor and nailed to the joists with square
headed machine cut nails. The loft flvor forms the ceiling of the ground floor
and rests on north-south running ceiling beams. These beams consist of logs
stripped of their bark and squared on ‘two sides. They are notched at each end

and rest on the eighth log from the bottom on the cabin's north and south walls
respectively. There are seven ceiling beams spaced three feet apart.

The Tog walls rise twe feet above the loft floor where the roof rafters come to
rest on them. These rafters consist of poles, approximately 4" in diameter, that
have been manually shaped on two ends and joined at the peak by butt-joints. Hand
riven stringers 3" -« 4" wide are attached to the rafters to which shake shingles
are railed. The framework at the gable ends to which the clapboards are nailed

is also made of hand riven poles.

CONTENTS

The Concorida Log Cabin College is presently furnished as a museum. Inside are
artifacts relevant to the Saxon immigration era, such as home crafted simply made
furniture from the Loeber parsonage or Martin Stephan's more elegant Bishop's
chair. T7Two display cases contain 19th century family Bibles written in German

and other memorabilia. The walls are decorated with engravings of Luther and
other figures from the early history of Lutheranism. Also present are photoegraphs
of figures key to the Saxon migration and to the founding of the seminary--C.F.W.
Walther, Theodor Brohm, Ottomar Furbringer, and Gotthold Loeber.

ALTERATIONS

The cabin has undergone relatively few alterations. It has been moved at least

- once, perhaps twice. The first time, if it could be agreed upon (refer to Item
8), in 1840-1841 from Dresden to Altenburg--a distance of approximately one mile,
in order to be closer to Pastor Loeber's parsonage; the second time in 1912 when
it was transported from there a few hundred yards to where it presently stands
in the church grove of Trinity Lutheran Church in ATt aburg. At that time, a
chimney was removed and two oak beams were placed under the cabin to assist in
transporting it; these remained to become the bottom logs of the cabin after it
was permanently in place on the concrete foundation prepared for it in the church
grove. It was also at this time that oak 2" x6" were vertically attached to the
walls to stabilize the building during the move.
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Three years later, the shelter was ccnstructed to provide protection from the
elements. Since then the cebin has undergone no major alterations. It is not
known if the doors and windows are original. Except for the replacement of
shingies when necessary, the ccbin contains essentially the fabric and materials
from wnich it was initiaily constructed.

CONDITION

The cabin is in a fragile but stable condition. It has suffered some exterior
deterioration over its Tong years of use, but since being placed under shelter,
the process of deciine has been somewhat neutralized, except for the wear and
damage occurring because of tourist visitation to which it is subjected.

SHELTER

The shelter erected in 1915 to protect the Concordia Log Cabin College is an
obvious visual intrusion, but it has permitted the cabin to persist with a large
perceritage of its original materials intact. The shelter is sgquare in plan,
measuring about 40 feet con each side. Its hip roof rests on 16 Tuscan columns
made of metai pipe, painted silver, which stand on concrete pedestals. The heavy
but simply decorated cornice is of wood and painted dark green.

Gablec dormers penetrate the centers of the planes on each of the four sides of
the roof. The dormer faces are sheathed in clapboard and bordered by trim and

are also painted dark green. Duplicating the triangular plan of the dormer faces
on a smaller scale are windows bordered by wood trim accented by molding. The
frosted glass panes of the windows are still smaller triangles survounded on their
upper sides by rows of small square panes of colored glass set in muntins.

Sawn shingles cover the roof; a pathway of fine gravel encircles the cabin under
the shelter.

SITE

The cabin and shelter are located in the northwest corner near Main Street on the
1 1/Z2 acre Trinity Church maple grove. Picnic tables are set under the mature
mapte and occasional pine trees during warm months to accommodate the many visi-
tors.
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PRESENT STATUS

Owned by the Trinity Lutheran Church, maintained by its congregation, the
continued preservation of the Concordia Log Cabin College is assured.

FOOTNOTES
1. Based on personal examination of three photographs (in postcard format)

taken in 1912 by Paul Lueders {on file with Department of Natural Resources,
P.0. Box 176, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101).
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Beginning in November, 1838, five ships filled with immigrants departed Bremen
for America. One was lost at sea, but the remaining four deposited 602 people
safely in New Orleans from where they were transported by steamboat to St. Louis.
Except for 120 who decided to remain there, the group spent only $ixX weeks in

St. Louis before departing for their permanent home some 100 miles south in

Pervry County. Better land close to St. Louis was passed up in favor of the
4,475.9 acre Perry County location where the hilly topography wgs reminiscent of
Saxony and its remoteness promised isolation from distractions.”

Poverty and privation accompanied the group, and their abject state was worsened
by financial mismanagement and poorly ordered priorities. More than half the
colonists were obliged to camp in tents, booths or crude cabins. Their belongings
spoilaed for Tack of protection from spring rains; malaria g]agued them as did
scarcity of food. They survived mainly on rice and bacon.

Despite hardship, the Saxons managed to establish small settlements to which they
gave 01d World names: Frohna, Dresden, Altenburg, Wittenburg. They also founded
an educational system. The very sumner they arrived in Perry County in 1839, three
candidates for the ministry--Johann F. Buenger, Ottomar Fuerbringer and Theodor
Brohm, encouraged by C.F.W. Walther-~commenced construction of a college. Being
university graduates, none of them were accustomed to manual Tabor, nor did they
have building experience. Still, by the onset of winter, they had succeeded in
erecting their log cabin college, comp1etg with a hand dug well, on a six acre

plot of ground in the village of Dresden.

December S was the first day of classes. The eleven students who reported that
day--seven boys and four girls--were greeted with an ambitious and rich educational
program. Their teachers received no compensation for the scheol had no finances,
but they were well trained in European universities and deeply convinced of the
importance and necessity of a sound education. Their institution was patterned
after the gymnasium, the Latin grammar school of Saxony, and their program was

that advocated for centuries by Christian humanists. The subjects taught were:
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, German, French, English, History, Geography, Mathematics,
Physics, Natural History, Philosophy, Music and Drawing.

In addition to having to endure straitened physical &: ! economic circumstances,

the fiedgiing college's existence was further complicated by the spiritual chaos
brought on by the vejection of Stephan. The events that were to result in Stephan's
downtali had already been set in motion back in Germany. As his ascendancy over

his followers increased, the principles he stood for became obscured by a developing
personality cult. Stephan at first allowed the growing adulation and veneration
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of his person to go unchecked, then came to accept it as his due, and finally to
insist upon ungualified agreement with his views. By the time he had arrived in
America, his craving for power and his extreme hierarchical views had caused him
to miscalculate how far he could go before reaching the breaking point. Not only
had "2 become brusque and capricious in his handling of people, but he was also
guilty of sexuaé misconduct and of mismanaging group funds to satisfy his ex-
pensive tastes.

Finally, on May 31, 1839, the entire colony gathered in Perry County and voted to
depose Stephan. He was placed in a boat the next day and rowed across the Missis-
sippi River to I1linois and permanent exile.?

Stephan's departure left a vacuum which no one was able to come forward and fill.
A coitective sense of quilt descended on the colony concerning the justifiaoility
of the migration, the correctnsss or errvor in Stephanism, the nature of the church
and ministry. The pastors lapsed into despondency, wondering whether they were a
church or a mob--or even if they were still Christians. It was suggested by some
that a public confession of sin be made followed by a return of the entire group
to Germany.

In Tate March, as the colony drifted towavrds disintegration, C.F.W. Walther
suddenly emerged with a series of propositions that were to prove fundamental in
saving the venture. Significant to the acceptance of his views was his opportunity
to state them under dramatic circumstances. On April 15 and 21, 1841, a public
debate took place in Altenburg %?at was to be a turning point in the development

of church polity in the colony,

The participants were F. A. Marbach and C.F.W. Walther. Marbach argued that the
entire church poiity rested on an indefinite, unclear and insecure foundation.

He doubted that their local congregation was a true Christian church or that

their ministry served the will of God. Walther replied that in spite of Tingering
-Stephanistic errors the word of God was present. There were still Christians
among them, so the church was represented in their midst. They therefore retained
the privitege and duty of calling ministers whose official acts were valid in the
eyes af God. 12

Walther carried the day, uniting the c¢lergy around him and convincing the majority
that their objective must be reformation, not destruction. The leading student

of the Saxon jmmigration, Walter 0. Forster, has written: "If there was any sin-
gle factor which saved the colonies from complete dissolution and from the cor-
rosive Torces of further internal controversy, it was the Altenburg Debate."13
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Tradition rolds that the setting for these momentous debates was the Concordia
Log Cabin College. Contemporary accounts do not bolster this tradition, however,
because none of them refer specifically to where the debates were held. It is
not until 71885 that Christian Hochsefter wrote in a history of the synod that

the debates teok place in "the newly constructed college log cabin before many
hear2rs." He does not document this statement, but eyewitnesses, including Wal-
ther himself, Wﬂre stitl alive to take issue were it not true; no objection has
been recorded.

There is another factor which obscures the question, for the periocd of the Alten-
burg Debates--1840-1843--saw an event occur which has been the source of contro-
versy: the moving of the college from Dresden to Altenburg. The traditional view
is that Theodor Brohm was the principal instructor at the college until a serious
illness curtailed his activities, leaving Pastor Loeber the only one left to
instruct. The other candidates had, one after another, accepted calls to other
locaticns., Pastor Loeber was in pcor health himself, so the college was dis-
mantled and reconstructed on a site near_his parsonage in Altenburg to spare him
the strain of the daily trip to Drescen, 15

Around the time of the centennial of the immigration in 1939, a challenge to this
interpretation was presented. The dispute was over whether the building had
actually been moved, or simply abandoned in favor of a cabin already standing in
Altenburg which ha? been vacated by the recent death of Pastor Loeber's sister,
Christiane Loeber.!® '

Sentiment in Altenburg, as expressed by the Lutheran Historical Society of

Perry County, was and is based on the conviction that there is but one Tog cabin
coliece. They maintain in their files the sworn testimony of respected elderiy
men whose grandfathers or uncles had witnessed the dismantling, marking and
moving of the logs of the Dresden cabin. An affidavit of Mr. Theodore Kramer,
"father of threz pastors," is also on file. In it, Kramer recalled asking his
grandfather, My, Bergt, a Saxon immigrant, if the log cabin college resewmbled

the cabin as depicted in the earliest known woodcut--obviously a different
building from the one presently in Altenburg. Bergt responded that he_didn't see
where they got that picture, that the college never looked like that. 17

The woodcut just referred to was executed prior to 18.5 and portrays a cabin
with a two bay plan on the entrance facade, a door and a window. There is no
window on the entrance facade of the Altenburg cabin. There is also the testi-
mony of other respected elderly men who recalled playing in the Dresden cabin

on its original site as children, or on the logs of this cabin after it had been
dismantled in the 1860's.18
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The issue is further confused by references in the correspondence of Pastor Loeber,
and in the minutes of Trinity Church in St. Louis, whose congregation comprised

the Saxons remaining behind in that city. Some background: during the years
1841-1843, according to Leeber's corvespondence, he and Brohm conducted the affairs
of the school. Then Brohm was called to New York leaving Loeber to carry on

alone for half a year. In 1847, the school's enrollment had dropped to eight
pupils; two years later, it hac dwindled to five. Loeber managed somehow to keep
the school alive. It had become obvious by 1843 that the school must be placed

on a sound financial basis i+v it was to survive. An agreement was made that the
Trinity congregation and the Perry County congregations would assume joint respon-
sibility for the maintenance of the school. Trinity was to pay the bills, Perry
County wouid provide food and firewood. Seven doilars monthly was provided by

St. Louis to sustain the college. Triq%ty aiso recommended John Goenner as a
prospective teacher to relieve Loeber.

It is in regard to the arrangements for Goenner's quarters in Perry County that
references accur which confuse the "one cabin” view. In taking up the question
of Goenner's housing, the minutes of the Trinity congregation call for the
"erection" of a college in Perry County. 1In July, 1843, Loeber wrote of the
locel decision to house Goenner in the cabin of his deceased sister, Christiane
Loeber, which the congregation intended to repair. Apparently, this project
Tanguished until mid-August, but it was finally accomplished and Loeber could
prociaim the "college house® blocked. The presumption in this instance is that
the Dresdan cabin remained in situ. A letter from Loeber's brother in Germany
written in 1840, five months after Christiane's death, spoke of their sister's
cabin being used as a schoothouse. So it is possible that the college continued
functioning in that building, and that conceivably the Altenburg Debates were
held there. But if this is the case, it is confusing to find discussion in 1843
of the need to erect a collete, or of Christiane Loeber's cabin having to be
"repaired, raised and improved” in order to be serviceable. Thevre is another
reference to the cabin which came later, years after Pastor Loeber's death and
. the removal of the seminary to St. Louis, in the form of a Tetter written in
1854 in which Loeber's son, Christoph, informed his sister that he had had the
"former College" in Altenburg auctioned off. The implication is that the cabin
had passed by inheritance through the Loeber family from Christiane Loeber.

it is difficult for the neutral observer to conclude wiich theory of the origins
of the Concordia Log Cabin College is correct; all factions can agree, however,
that the years following John Goenner's installation as rector in 1843 are among
the wmost momentous in the early history of Concordia Seminary. The §?tting
after that time was definitely the log cabin presently in Altenburg.
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Goenner was sent to Perry County backed by a resolution by the Trinity congrega-
tion that the college would henceforth function exclusively as a preparatory school
for those entering the service of the church. By September, 1843, he and his

wife had moved into the cramped quarters of the Tog cabin college--they lived in
half of the ground floor and the loft, the other half was the classroom, There,

he set about reorganizing the college along the Tlines laid down, keeping St. Louis
informed in minute detail of seminary affairs. The educational system to prepare
Lutheran church workaers had begun.22

In late April, 1847, at a meeting in Chicago. the Missouri Synod - Lutheran Church
was organized with C.F.W. Walther as its first president. Control of the seminary
then passed to the synod, having been velinquished by the Trinity congregation,
with the understanding that the school be moved to St. Louis. In Altenburg,
Loeber and his congregation had no quarrel with synodical control of the college,
but they were reluctant to see it taken away from them. At the synod's third
convention in 1849, however, it was insisted that the transfer be made. Loeber
did not live to see the move, for on August 19, 1849, he died. During his tenure
in Perry County, he served the school lengar than any other in its first decade

of existence.23

While the college during these ten years was small and always on the verge of
collapse, it persevered and produced five pastors. It was also a unifying factor,
giving the ministers and congregations of St. Louis and Perry County a common ob-
jective and contributing to the formation of the Missouri Syned.<~

As for the cabin, it was sold at auction in 1855 by the heirs of Gotthold Loeber.
This sale was probably confirmed by an 1859 quit claim deed transferring the

cabin and 4.3 acre lot from the Loeber heirs to Gottlieb Runke (Funke) Tor $80.00.
Funke 1ived there for the next 38 years. His will in 1893 provided that the

cabin and lot be donated to the church in consideration of the Altenburg congre-
gation's having cared for him during his iilness. 1In 1912, at the suggestion of
Rev. H. Schmidt, the cabin was moved to the church grove in Altenburg. A fund
raising drive throughout the synod paid for the protective shelter erected three
years later.ZD

The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on 1’ ~ selection of sites as
they relate to theme studies in Missouri History as outlined in "Missouri's
State Historic Preservation Plan." Concordia Log Cabin College is, therefore,
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places as an example of the
themes of "Education" and "Exploration and Settlement.”
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CONCORDIA LOG CABIN COLLEGE

COUNTY: Parry

LOCATION: Main Street (County Route A}
Altenburg

OWNER: Trinity Lutheran Church

ADDRESS: Church Street
Altenburg
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DATE SENT TO D.C.: August 18, 1977

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.: August 23, 1977

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: November 21, 1978
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The Concordia Log Cabin College is significant as the first coTlege and seminary
of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod Educational system. It is aiso beljeved
to be where the Altenburg Debates were held.
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