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St. Ferdinand City MRA
Florissant, St. Louis County

Historic Resources of the City of St. Ferdinand (Partial inventory: Historic
and Architectural Properties)

W See NRSkOSH
The following properties were listed on the National Register of Historic Places
as part of the St. Ferdinand City MRA. Please note that while numerous
properties are mentioned in the attached document, only the following are
officially listed.

(/7 Archambault House, 603 rue St. Denis

03% _Aubuchon, August, House, 1002 St. Louis

/& Aubuchon, Baptiste G., House, 450 rue St. Jacques

0.2, Barteau House, 305 N. Costello

oy Barton House, 680 Ste. Catherine

45q Bouas House, 1290 St. Joseph

nix Casa Alvarez, 289 rue St. Denis

04 % Douglas House, 801 St. Francois

624 Goldbeck House, 1061 St Louis

03> Hanson House, 704 Ste. Catherine

a2+~ Hubecky House, 197 Lafayette

045 Kramer House, 520 Ste. Catherine

oy Kuehn House, 410 S. Harrison

n4 2 Lance House, 508 St. Antoine

o4+ Laramie, Marcus, House, 929 St. Denis

o4p Meyer House, 915 N. Lafayefte

03/ __Moellring, Frank, House, 1002 Boone

n.29__Moller House, 300 Washingfon

034 Narrow Gauge Railroad Station, 1060 St. Catherine

0232 Nicolay House, 549 N. St. Jacques

QiY, Peters House, 903 rue St. Francois

040 Reeb House, 446 St. Charles

0 5¢ Rickelman House, 680 Washington

o057 Ripple, Otto, Agency, 755 rue St. Francols

053 Schmidt House, 359 St. Jean

o4+ Schoonover House, 983 St Anfoine

0~4 Smith House, 310 Florissart Road

04¢ St. Ferdinand Central Historic District, roughly bounded by Tue ST. Francols, Tue

St Ferdinand. Rue St. Denis, and Lafayette St.

054 St Fer hrine Historic District, Between Cold Water and Fountam
Craeks

050 Stroer House, 700 Aubuchon — —————

o5~ Tebeau House, 250 St. Catherine

& () Tebeau, Marvin, House, 449 St. Joseph

o.5% Withington House, 502 St. Marie
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARAN( E

Casa Alvarez, 289 rue St. Denis, Florissant, Missouri, is a two-story, 11-room,
French Colonial-style residence. Porches are attached to the noithwest and north-
east facades of the L-plan house; a one-story gallery spans the vidth of the main
{southwest) facade.

EXTERIOR

Over-all dimensions

The house measures approximately 41 feet by 64.5 feet. The nort! vest and south-
east porches are 13' x 14.5' and 7' x 6' respectively.

Construction materials

The front (southwest) portion is sheathed in hand-split, hand-plaied oak weather-
boarding over a white oak and walnut frame with the ve~tical stru:tural members
morticed into a sill (construc?ion type known as maiso1 de poteav : sur sole, sur
une solage, and de colombage);  the primary (southwest) facade i:. plastered.

The reaFHThortheast] wing, second story, is sheathed in vertical .oard and batten
of pecky cypress; the northwest, first-story walls are of clapboar!, all others of
wood siding.

The §ogthwest-fucade dormer windows are covered by wood shingles (possibly orig-
inal).

Vertical tongue-and-groove wood siding encloses the southeast porch; the northwest
facade porches have wood structural and decorative elements. Woci steps lead to
the southeast and rorthwest porches.

Foundations are of stone.

Openings

Windows. Front (southwest) portion. A1l windows are filled by six-over-six
light, double-hu1g sash with the exception of the first-story. southeast window
which has a two-over-two Tight, double-hung sash. A wood sill trims each window;
fluted pilasters flank each side of the dormer windows. The f ur, southwest~facade
windows are shuttered.

Rear (northeast) wing. The southeast-facade bay has four, six-over-nine light,
double~hung sash windows. The wood sills rest on plastered stone plinths. Most
other rear-wing windows are filled by casement sash, either six or eight lights
per sash, Exceptions include the second-story, center, r:ar~facade window ?f1]1ed
by a six-over-si, light, double-hung sash), the first-sto~y, rear-facade window
(filled by a four-over-four light, dcuble-hung sash), anc¢ several miscellaneous,
small windows on the first-story, no-thwest facade. Four of these windows contain
triple casement sash (second-story, southeast and northwest facades); while the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Casa Alvarez, 289 rue St. Denis, Florissant, Missouri, is significant as an
unusual example of Missouri French Colonial architecture in Florissant and St. Louis

County.
Florissant and possibly the county.

Constructed in ca. 1790, i? is believed to be the oldest residence in
Historically, the house serv

as a last

S
link with the Spanish occupation of the Upper Louisiana Territory;3 Casa Alvarez
was built for the military storekeeper for the King of Spain, Eugenio Alvarez.

Other prominent residents include:

Humphrey Moynihan and Dr. Hermann von Schrenk.

When built in ca. 1790, Casa Alvarez was part of the Spanish and French Catholic

settlement of §t.
and 40 people.

Ferdinand [Florissant], a small village of seven plantations
Most of the homes were constructed of vertical or horizental

1ogs (a common method); Casa Alvarez was bu&]t with a frame construction with

vertical supports centered on wooden sills.

“he frame house was not common in St. Louis; there were only seven
of them after 40 years of building, less than three percent of

the houses in the village.

Such a house was locally known as &

"maison de poteaux sur sole,” "sur une solage,” or “de colombage.”
Morticing the "goteaux" into a si11 (instead of running them down

into the ground

required much more pains and skill than the popular

palisadoed house, and it customarily entailed the building of a

foundation.

The advantage of frame construction lay in separating
the structural timbers from the rotting dampness of the earth.

For

this reason, most of the Mississippi Valley Fronch houses which have
survived are of frame constructign, even thougl, they were, when

built, of the Teast common type.

A second unique feature of Casa Alvarez was the use of a basement, a feature

which may have necessitated the more sophisticated frame construction technique.
(Palisadoed houses did not lend themselves to the use of a basement.) Although
the use of a basement was more practical in_horizontal log construction, it was

rarely done in the early days of St. Louis.b

Integrity of original structure

Originally, Casa Alvarez consisted of only one room which is today's

central hall and 11ving rcom [southeast parior].

The exterior was

covered with siding and the inside was plastered on framing recessed

in between the Targer structural members.

Soon after, an attic floor

was inserted into the high ceilinged single room and the length of



EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Y. Billon, Frederic L. (comp.). Annals of St. Louis: 1In Its Farly Days Under

the French and Spanish Dominations. St. Louis: G. I. Jones and Company, 1886,
p. 447.

2. The Book of St. Louisians. 2nd edition. St. Louis: The St. Louis Republic,
1912, p. 534.

[00GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPEATY _3DPYOX. 44821 acres (.18146 hectares)

UTM REFERENCES

Al1i5] 1713,2]0,1,0) (4.219,714,1,5) sl . J Ll [y

ZONI  EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
CL_L.JIIIII[‘II‘!III] Dlll[lllll_‘llllllll

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOJNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE ) CODE COUNTY CODE
[F1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
1. Nancy B. Breme, Research Associate
ORGANIZATION department of Natural Resources, UFfice oate
of Historic Preservation March 30, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
P. 0. Box 176 314/751-4096
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Jefferson City Missouri 65101

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHI\ THE STATE IS:
LOCAL ____

NATIONAL__& STATE

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law B9-665). |
haereby nomunaie this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated accarding to the
criteria and procedures sat forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIGN OFFICEA SIGNATURE
TITLE Director, Department cf Natural Resourcas, parg

ﬁnd Statg Hi s;gr]g Pre
BE ONLY : TS EE ey
Y cea'nﬂ‘ fﬂn THES PRQ PEFITY is mm.u DED IN THE NATIONAL RL. ensTEa _'
: ' DATE

ARCI mon.aav AND HISTORIC Pnes&nvmou ._ s
_uava-a‘;

£E¥’ER OF THE NA?:ONAL REGISTEH -

GRD BBH=445




Faren tva. 180 3004
{ReY% 10-74}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT - i HE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SEi VICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF 1 ISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

CASA ALVAREZ

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 6 PAGE 1

2. Missouri Historic Sites Latalogue
1963 state
S-ate Historical Society of Missouri
Corner, Hitt and Lowry streets
Columbia, Missouri 65201

3. Tie Building Art in St. Louis: Two Centuries
11467 Jocal
pablisned: St. Louis: American Institute of

Architects, St. Louis Chapter

}. 100 Historic Buildings in St. Louis County
1970 county
Historic Buildings Commission, St. Louis County

Department of Parks and Recreation

~layton, Missouri 63105

5. Florissant City Survey
1974 1)ecal
City Hall
955 rue St. Francois
Florissant, Missouri 63031

6. Missouri State Historical Survey
1975-1976 state
Department of Natural Resources
P. 0. Box 176

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101



Form No 10-300a
{Rev 10-74).

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

loate enveren

CASA ALVAREZ

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1

remainder occur singularly (second-story, northwest facade) and in pairs (first-
story, southeast facade and second-story, northeast facade).

Basement. There are seven, rectangular-shaped basement windows. Wood frames
hold the glass Tights.

Doorways. There are seven entrances: one each on the southeast and southwest
facades and five on the northwest facade.

The main {southwest} entrance, flush with the southwest-facade wall surface, is
Just off center to the southeast. A single-leaf, two-panel, wood door with a
four-1ight, pivoting transom above fills the entrance opening. The surround is
simply carved.

Wood and glass French doors with four and five lights per door fill the northwest-
facade, two-story porch entrances on the second and first-story levels respectively.

Other entrances are filled by wood and glass, single-leaf doors.
Porches

A gallery spans the width of the main {southwest) facade. Its asphalt-shingled
roof, an extension of the bellcast gable roof of the main portion, is supported
by four, square, wood posts. Slender poles, placed between the posts, provide
additional support.

The two-story, northwest porch is centered along the northwest facade of the main
(southwest) portion. Square columns and pilasters support the second-story floor
and gable roof. A stick-style railing encloses the second-story level. The
smooth surface of the edge of the floor is ornamented with rectangular panels
formed with molding.

The remaining porches, one each on the southeast and northwest (rear wing) facades,
are screened in. Each has a flight of wood steps for exterior access. The north-
west porch is re:essed under the overnang of the second story; the southeast porch
projects from th2 main wall surface.

Roofs

A bellcast galle roof of wood shingles secured with galvanized nalls covers the
main (southwe: t) portion; the rear wing is covered by a modified saltbox roof,
also of wood ¢hingles. Gable and shed roofs of wood shingles cover the northwest
and northeast- facade porches respectively. The gable-roofed dormers have wood
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shingle coverings secured with galvanized nails.

Chimneys

Three chimneys service Casa Alvarez: two, brick, single~stack chimneys (one flush
with the southeast facade, main portion, and the other slightly off center on the
rear slope of the main-portion roof) and one circular pipe of metal and asbestos
with a cowl (northwest slope of the rear-wing roof).

INTERIOR
Basement

The full bi.sement is reached by an exterior entrance positioned between the bath
and north pedroom on the northwest facade. Concrete steps below ground level
replace earlier wood ones. Under the north bedroom is a kitchen fitted with an
extra large fireplace of stone with mud mortar and an oak Tintel. The original
iron fittings for a crane remain intact.

First floor

Six rooms, a hall, and a bath comprise the first floor: two parlors separated
by a stair hall and a bedroom in the main (southwest) portion and a kitchen, but-
ter's pantry, dining room, and a bath in the rear wing.

Plastered walls, pine baseboards, and random-width wond (oak in the south parlor
and white pine elsewhere) flooring occur throughout. Each parlor retains its
original fireplace. The walls of the butler's pantry are lined with cabifiets
from floor to ceiling with a space of about two feet separating the upper and
lower cabinets. A sink (not functional) is positioned under the southeast window.

A steep, straight-run stairway, providing access to the second floor, is in the
north corner of the stair hall. Its bannister is composed of unembellished
spindles capped by a walnut handrail; a maple newel post is at the foot of the
stairs.

Second flioor

Five bedrooms, a bath, and a Taundry room occupy this floor,

Finishing treatments include random-width pine and oak fiooring and plastered
wallis. A1l closets are cedar T1ned,
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ALTERATIONS

When constructed in ca. 1790, Casa Alvarez consisted of only a single room with
a large fireplace. Alterations and additions to this structure include:

1.

prior to 1840:

insertion of a second floor in the ceiling area of the room
relocation of the fireplace to the southeast wall of the room
partitioning off of about one-third of the room to create a stair hall
addition of a stairway in the north corner of the stair hall

addition of dormer and gable-end windows fo light in the upper-floor
room

o a0 TN

1840:

a. addition of three rooms {two on the first floor and one on the
second) northwest of the stair hall

b. digging of a basement under these three rooms

c. insertion of a second fireplace in the west, first-floor room (or
parlor)

1925:
a. enlargement of the basement to include the area under the stair
hall and south parlor (or original portion of house)

1926:
a. addition of the two-story, northwest porch

1938;
a. addition of tte rear-wing dining room, butler's pantry, kitchen,
basement, and porches

after 1966: _

a. instaliation of furnaces and not water hester
b. replacement of original roof shingles

¢. renovacion of the kitchen

unknown date;

1. addition of a first-floor batn

b. changes to the interior finisiing treatments (painting of floors,
addition of closets, etc.) '

c. addition of the rear-winy, second-f1:ior bedrooms, bath, and laundry
room

d. addition of the southwest-facade gallery
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e. removal of most window shutters

f. replacement of the four gallery supports and the addition of
two others

g. addition of the southeast-facade bay window.3

CONDITION

In general, Casa Alvarez is in good condition; a portion of the southwest slope
of the main portion's roof alongside the south dormer is collapsing. The present
owners are in the process of restoring the house.

PRESENT STATUS

The current owners are sympathetic toward the preservation of Casa Alvarez. Their
restoration program {including removal of many layers of paint from the floors,
removal of jerry-built closets, reconstruction of original walls, replacement

of dameged moldings, etc.) is nearing comp]etioH, the aim of the program being to
restore the house as authentically as possible.

SITE

The house, which faces southwest onto rue St. Denis, is situated on the north
corner of the intersection of rues St. Denis and St. Pierre. Architecturally
insignificant, twentieth century residential structures make up the surrounding
neighbarhood.

Other structures on the property include a water tower of wood and corrugated
metal immediately northeast of the house and a shed to the north. Brick walks
lead to the gardens and up to the entrances. Much of the surrounding yard is
enclosed by split-rail and wire fences. That portion of the yard not taken up
by the house and accompnaying structures has heavy ground cover; the many trees
hide the house from view in the spring and summer, '

FOOTNOTES

1. John Francis McDermott (ed.), The French in the Mississippi Valley (Urbana,
INtinois: University of I11inyis Press, 1965), p. 35.

2. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form

prepared by Florissant City Survey (a sub-survey of the Q0ffice of Historic
Preservation).
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3. 1bid.; A Tour of North St. Louis County, October 29, 19¢7 (St. Louis:
Landmarks Association of St. Louis, Inc., 1967), p. 10; and_Florissant Valley
Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. 10, No. 4 (January, :1969Y, p. 2.

4. Northwest [St. Louis] County [Missouri] Journal, July 2 1975, p. 11A; data
excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomir ition Form prepared

by Florissant City Survey; and St. Louis [Missouri)] Post -Dispatch, January
20, 1974, p. 8C.
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the room shortened with the addition of a partition which

formed the present day stair hall. The fireplace, which
originally stood where the stairs to the upper floor were b ilt,
was removed, and a new chimney erected on the inside of tt.-
Tiving room [southeast parlor], a few inches clear of the c¢.ter
wall, so that the original structural system would not be ¢is-
turbed. New lath and plaster were added to the outside walis on
top of the structural members, thereby concealing them from view.
Dormer windows and gable windows were added for Tight in the new
attic spaces.

Subsequently, another room with basement was added next to
the stair hall thereby balancing off its design about the
stair hall and completing what we consider today to be Casa
Alvarez. Other additions, especially to the rear, are 90t
sympathetic with this historic landmark [Casa Alvarez].

Previous owners

A chronology of ownership includes:

1. Eugenio Alvarez --~ ca. 1790 - ?

2. Auguste [Augustus] Alvarez (son of Fugenio Alvarez) --- 1843 - ?
[after 1878]

3. Maria Alvarez --- ? [prior to 1893] - 1905

4. Humphrey Moynihan ~-- 1905 - 1910

5. Auguste Archambault, Jr, --- 1910 - 1914

6. Dr. and Mrs. Hermann von Schrenk --- 1914 ~ 1955

7. Miss Marjorie Douglas --- 1955 ~ ?

8. Mr. and Mrs. William F. Qutten --- ? - 1965

9. Mr. and Mrs. Harold Zimmerman --- 1965 - present.8

Prominent owners of Casa Alvarez were the original 8wner/bui]der Eugenio Alvarez,
Humphrey J. Moynihan, one-time mayor of Florissant,? and Hermann von Schrenk,

Eugenio Alvarez was born in Madrid, Spain, a??ut 1736.10 A Spanish soldier, Al-
varez came to St. Louis [Florissant] in 1770'' with Captain Pedro Piernas, the
first Spanish governor of the Upp?E Loulsiana Territory. He was married to [Marie
Josetteg Josepha Crepeau in 17823'¢ this union produced t?gee children (Manual,
Auguste [Augustus], Eugenie). Alvarez died in June, 181613 at 80 years$ of age,
with his widow surviving him by a number of years.
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Alvarez dained Hrominence as the military storekeeper for the King of Spain
under Piernas.! In that position Alvarez must have kTan intimately Pierre
Laciede, Pierre S. Chouteau, and other ear?y settlers.

Hermann von Schrenk, a botanist and "timber engineer1g is noted for bringing the
process of creosoting railroad ties to thi? country. Von Schrenk was born on
March 12, 1873 in College Point, New York. 7" He was marriei to Mary Jane Kimbaltl
{who traced her lineage to Antoine Soulard, Surveyor General of the Louisiana
Purchase and first surveyor of the Common F1e1ds 0 Florissant under an order
issued February 22, 1793 by Lt. Governor Trudeau) on February 22, 1909.19

Specifically engaged in investigations on the diseases of fruit and forest trees
and timber preservation, von Schrenk was the author of Decay of Timber and Methods
fo~ Preventing It and Seasoning of Timber.Z20

While in the von Schrenks' possession, Casa Alvarez became the showp.ace of

Florissant. The house was restored and extensive gardens added.2l  The side
garden, famed for its [ilies and delphinium, was one of the stations in the

anuual Corpus Christi procession.

The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on the selection of sites as
they relate to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in "Missouri's State
Historic Preservation Plan." Casa Alvarez is, therefore, being nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places as an example of the theme of "Architecture."

FOOTNOTES
1. Dorothy J. Caldwell (ed.), Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue (Columbia,

Missouri: State Historical Society of Missouri, 1963), p. 164; and St. Louis
[Missouri] Post-Dispatch, January 20, 1974, p. 3C.

2. Florissant Valley Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. 9, No. 3 (October, 1967),
p. b; and St. Louis [Missouri] Post-Dispatch, January 20, 1974, p. 3C.

3. Northeast [St. Louis] County [Missouri] Journal, July 2, 1975, p. 11A.

4, Ibid.; A Tour of North St. Louis County, October 29, 1967 (St. Louis: Land-
marks Association of St. Louis, Inc., 1967), p. 10; St. Louis [Missouri]
Post-Dispatch, January 20, 1974, p. 3C; and F]oritsant Valley Historical
Soclety Quarterly, Vol. 10 No. 4 (January, 1969). p. 2.

5. John Francis McDermott (ed.), The French in 1he Mississippi Valley (Urbana,
IMMinois: University of Illinois Press, 196%), p. 35.
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6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

Florissant Valley Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. 10, No. 4 (January, 1969),
p. 2; and Gerhardt Kramer, "Notes on Casa Alvarez," February 18, 1966 (data
supplied by Mrs. Rosemary Davison, Florissant City Survey).

A Tour of North St. Louis County, October 29, 1967, p. 10.

Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form
prepared by Florissant City Survey (a sub-survey of the O0ffice of Historic
Preservation); Florissant Valley Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. 10, No.
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