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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Archambault House, 603 rue St. Denis, Florissant, Missouri, is a Federal-style, L-
shaped, three-bay, five-room (not including the basement and bath) residence. The one-
s=ory rear (northeast) wing is attached to the northeast wall of the two-story main
{(southwest} portion of the house.

EXTERIOR

(ver-all dimensions

The main (southwest) portion measures 24'6" x 32'6"; the rear wing is 15'7" by 20'.

Construction materials and colors

Handmade red brick, laid in common bond, faces all exterjor walls. Stone is used for the
foundations: coursed rubble Timestone on all facades except the primary (southwest) facade
wnich is of smooth-cut blocks. Decorative features are of stone, brick, and painted wood.
Roof coverings are tin-coated sheet iron and wood shingles. )

Openings

Windows. Double-hung, rectangular-shaped sash windows occur throughout. Most are six-~
over-six light; exceptions are those of the rear (northeast) wing which are two-over-two
Tight. A1l first-story windows are trimmed by a smooth-cut stone lintel and iugsill; the
upper-story windows have only stone Tugsills. Fixed louvered shutters (some probably
originall) of wood painted dark green complete each window opening.

The three basement windows of the rear wing are rectangular in shape and have three Tights.
Each is trimmed by a smooth-cut stone lintel.

Doorways. There are five entrances. The main entrance is centered in the southeasternmost
bay of the primary (southwest) facade on the first story; secondary entrances (four in
number) allow access to the rear wing and basement.

Recessed from the main wall surface, the main (southwest) entrance is filled by a single-
leaf, four-panel, wood door flanked by four-1ight sidelights and topped by a three-light
transom. Two bands of vousoirs (brick headers? trim the segmental arch of the wall surface
doorway opening. Two steps contained within the entrance recess provide access to the door,

Secondary entrances are located one to each facade of the rear (northeast) wing; the only
exception is the basement entrance (an opening at ground level covered by a trap door)
which also occurs on the northwest facade. These doorway openings are filled by single-
leaf, four-panel, wood doors; each is made accessible by a flight of wooden steps.
Entrances on the northwest and southeast facades are trimmed by a smooth-cut stone lintel;
the northeast-facade entrance has a band of vousoirs (brick headers) to trim its segmental
arched opening.

Roofs
Medium-pitched gable roofs cover both portions of the house. The center ridges run in
northwest/southeast and northeast/southwest directions over the main (southwest) portion

and the rear wing respectively. Roof coverings are tin-coated sheet iron (rear wing) and
wood shingles (main portion).
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prominent owner/
builder

SPECIFIC DATES built ca. 1850's

BUILDER/ARCHITECT pquste Archambault, Sr. (builder)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Archambault House, 603 rue St. Denis, Florissant, Missouri, is significant as an
example of Federal-style architecture in its locale. It survives with near original in-

tegrity; all dependencies remain intact.

The house represents the degree of elegance sought in many early town houses. Although of

late Federal design, the introduction of certain Vict
that of the cornice, suggests a striving for the latest mode.

?rian detailing, particularly

While hardly unique, the fact that the house and its accompanying outbuildings survive
as a whole make the Archambault House an excellent candidate for preservation.2

No precise date is known for the construction of the Archambault House; it is, however,
believed that the residence was built prior to 1858. The Survey of 1797 shows Block 12
(Tocation of the house) in the city of St. Ferdinand [Florissant] as part of the Commons.
These Commons were disposed of under the charter granted by the city of St. Ferdinand
[Florissant] in 1857. No other records are available prior to 1858.3

Chronology of ownership

owner {or holder of deed)

1. Auguste Archambault, Sr.

2. Joseph C. (father-in-law of Auguste Archambault, Jr.) and
Virginia Brand

3. Sarah Hume (Deed of Trust)

4. Louis A. and William W. Waters (Warranty Deed)

5. Richard Bland (Warranty Deed)

6. John and Francis Barr (Warranty Deed)

7. John Barr (Deed of Trust)

8. John Barr (Deed of Trust)

9. William Mreen (Warranty Deed)

10. William Mreen (Deed of Trust)

11. William Mreen (Deed of Trust)

12. Peter Wetzel

13. Edward G. Strecker (Sheriff's Deed)

14. Edward G. Strecker (Deed of Trust)

15. Bernard H. Keeven {Warranty Deed)

16. C. Niehoff (Quit Claim Deed)

17. Margaret Keeven (Quit Claim Deed)

18. Margaret Keeven {Incpt)

19. Anthony H. Diekemper (Guardians Deed)

20. Margaret T. Nunes (Quit Claim Deed)

date of transfer
?

January 16, 1858
April 24, 1858
June 17, 1864
April 9, 1866
October 5, 1867
January 23, 1879
February 23, 1882
March 1, 1887
March 13, 1889
March 5, 1902
April 29, 1903
April 28, 1904
April 28, 1904
November 12, 1908
March 10, 1939
?

May 1, 1967
October 31, 1967
October 31, 1967
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2. Missouri: A Guide to the "Show-Me" State (WPA project)
1941 state
published: New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, Inc.

3. History Trail
1973 focal
published: St. Louis: Landmarks Association of St. Louis, Inc.

4, Florissant City Survey
1974 local
City Hall
955 rue St. Francois
Fiorissant, Missouri 63031

5. Missouri State Historical Survey
1975 state
Department of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101



Sborm fea 103004

tRev 10,74)
UNITED S TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
ARCHAMBAULT HOQUSE
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE ]

Chimneys

Three chimneys service the Archambault House. Two, single-stack, brick chimneys 1linked
at the base straddle the roof ridge of the main portion, flush with the northwest facade.
The third, single-stack, brick chimney, similar in design to those of the main portion,
is flush with the northeast wall of the rear (northeast? wing, straddling the roof

ridge.

Decorative features

Decorative details include: 1) lintels and Tugsills (windows), 2) lintels and
vousoirs (entrances), and 3) a cornice.

A boxed cornice with returns spans the upper edge of the primary (southwest) facade;
alternating brackets and diamond-shaped panels ornament the freize. It is of wood
painted a buff color.

INTERIOR

Basement

The basement is limited to the northeast wing. Its walls are of stone. Access is by
an interior stairway positioned along the southwest wall of the kitchen (in the rear

[northeast] wing); an exterior entrance (mentioned above) at the southwest end of the
northwest facade provides a second access route. OQne of the house's two furnaces is

housed in this room.

First floor

Three major rooms comprise the first floor: a parlor (15' x 15'} and a dining room
(15" x 15') which occupy most of the southwest portion and a kitchen (14' x 19') which
occupies all of the rear (northeast) wing. A hall (7' x 28'} runs the length of the
southwest portion along the southeast wall.

Plaster walls and random-width wood flooring occur in all rooms. Ceiling height is
10 feet. Each room retains its original fireplace and Classic-style mantel. Doorway
and window frames and baseboards in a Classic style are of wood; a wood dado panel is
positioned below each window opening.

A free-standing, U-plan stairway with landing at mid-floor is attached to the southeast
wall of the hall in the east corner; it provides access to the second floor.

Second floor

Two bedrooms, a non-original bath, and a hall occupy this floor. The bedrooms, each
nearly square in dimension (13' x 15' and 15' x 14'), and bath {8' x 10') open off
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the northwest and southwest sides of the hall respectively.

Ceiling height is nine feet. The finishing of this floor is similar to that of the
first floor. A closet, positioned either southwest or northeast of the fireplace,
completes each bedroom.

Attic

An unfinished attic is over the main (southwest) portion. The only means of access is
by a self-placed ladder. A second furnace is housed in this area.

ALTERATIONS

The rear (northeast) wing was added in ca. 1880.2 Other alterations (dates unknown)
include:

1. rebuilding of two sheds
2. addition of a bath on the second floor
3. installation of two furnaces (basement and attic).

The inside basement stairs (which may be original) were probably below a trap door, but
are now enclosed by walls and a door that are relatively recent in construction.3

CONDITION

The Archambault House is in good structural condition. Restoration of the house is
nearing completion.

PRESENT STATUS

The Archambault House restoration program was financed with a $20,000 grant from
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and matched by 01d Florissant, Inc. Exterior ren-
ovations, including a summer kitchen and privy, are complete. Interior work is in
progress; one bedroom is complete and furnished with period furniture that belonged to
some of Florissant's early families.

The house is currently being used as an Indian Cultural Center,
SITE

The house, which faces southwest onto rue St. Denis, is situated on the east corner
of the intersection of rue St. Denis and Jefferson Street. Architecturally insignif-
icant residential structures make up most of the surrounding neighborhood; Hendel's
Market (facing rue St. Denis) and Sacred Heart Church and School (facing Jefferson
Street) are northwest and west of the Archambault House on the north and west corners
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of the intersection respectively.

Other structures on the property include various outbuildings: a wood-frame summer
kitchen, a well house, two sheds, and a brick privy. The well house and privy are
original. Brick walks lead to the main entrance from rue St. Denis and connect the
rear entrances with each other and the summer kitchen. Heavy tree cover blocks clear
visibility of the house from the various southerly directions.

FOOTNOTES
1. William Bodley Lane, "Architectural Consultant's Field Report," June 15, 1969.

2. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form prepared
by Florissant City Survey (a sub-survey of the 0ffice of Historic Preservation).

3. Lane, "Architectural Consultant's Field Report," June 15, 1969.
4. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form prepared

by Florissant City Survey; and Toni Flannery, History Trail (St. Louis: Landmarks
Association of St. Louis, Inc., 1973), p. 21.
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21. Archbishop of St. Louis (Warranty Deed) April 3, 1968 A
22. City of Florissant December 23, 1969.

0f the above listed owners, the original owner/builder, Auguste Pierre® Archambault,
Sr,, is the most prominent. Although born in Montreal, Canada, on August 16, 18176
(son of Pierre Archambault [a carpenter] and Marie Josephte Faucher),/ Archambault
spent much of his 1ife in Florissant, Missouri, where he died. He was married to
Amanda Perry on November 21, 1848 in Florissant.8 This union produced ten children.
Archambault died in 1881.9

A fur trader and trapper, Archambault was one of the Tast of the famed French mountain
men., His earliest travels were with hunter and trapper Denis Julien; these early
1830's ventures in the West are, however, not documented.!0 Archambault served as a
hunter and butcher for John C. Fremont's third expedition in the West (1845-46) and is
also listed as a member of Fremont's California Battalion {Company A) which saw action
between 1846 and 1847.11 1In 1849-50, he served as Howard Stansbury's guide for his
exploration of the Great Salt Lake \.ufa]]ey.]2 Later, Archambault became a member of the
Bissonette and Simonea [Simoneau] Fur Company, competitors of the American Fur Company;
he was in charge of their trading post at Devil's Gate by the Sweetwater River near the
Continental Divide in western Wyoming on the 01d Oregon Trail.l3

The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on the selection of sites as they
relate to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in "Missouri's State Historic
Preservation Plan." The Archambault House is, therefore, being nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places as an example of the theme of "Architecture."

FOOTNOTES

1. 100 Historic Buildings in St. Louis County: Supplemental Data Sheets [Archambault
House] (Clayton, Missouri: St. Louis County Department of Parks and Recreation,

19707, n.p.
2. William Bodley Lane, "Architectural Consultant's Field Report,” June 15, 1969.

3. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form prepared
by Florissant City Survey (a sub-survey of the Office of Historic Preservation);
William L. Thomas, History of St. Louis County, Missouri, Vol. I {(St. Louis: The
S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1911}, p. 296; and J. Thomas Scharf, History of St.
Louis City and County, Vol. II (Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts & Co., 1883),
pp. 1886-1888.
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10.
11.

12.

13.

Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form prepared

by Florissant City Survey; Office of Recorder of Deeds, City of St. Louis, Deed
Books, 1858-1877; Office of Recorder of Deeds, St. Louis County, Deed Books,

1877 - present; Pitzman's New Atlas of the City and County of Saint Louis, Missouri
(Phitadelphia: A.B. Holcombe & Co., 1878), p. 65; and Berkley E. Johnson, An Atlas
of St. Louis County (Clayton, Missouri: C.R. Black, 1893), p. 89.

St. Louis [Missouri] Globe-Democrat, April 10, 1970, p. 1S; and LeRoy R. Hafen
(ed.), The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West, Vol. VII (Glendale,
California: The Arthur H. Clarke Company, 1969), p. 186. .

Hafen, p. 186.

Statement by Pierre A. Archambault, personal correspondence with Rosemary Davison,
June 18, 1969,

Ibid.

The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft: History of California, Vol. II (San Francisco:
The History Company, 1886), p. 700.

Hafen, p. 186; and St. Louis [Missouri] Globe-Democrat, April 10, 1970, p. 1S.

The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft: History of California, Vol. IV, pp. 583-584;
The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft: History of California, Vol. II, p. 700; The
Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft: History of California, Vol. V, p. 361; Gilbert J.
Garraghan, Saint Ferdinand de Florissant: The Story of an Ancient Parish {Chicago:
Loyola University Press, 1923), p. 43; Herbert Bashford and Harr Wagner, A Man
Unafraid: The Story of John Charles Fremont (San Francisco: Harr Wagner Publish-
ing Co., 1927), pp. 160, 184, 202; and HarTand Bartholomew and Associates, "Ap-
pearance of the City" (St. Louis: Harltand Bartholomew and Associates, June, 1961),
p. 8.

Missouri: A Guide to the "Show-Me" State (New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, Inc.,
1941), p. 340; Garraghan, p. 43; and HarTand Bartholomew and Associates, p. 8.

Garraghan, p. 43.
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3. Bashford, Herbert, and Harr Wagner. A Man Unafraid: The Story of John Charles
Fremont. San Francisco: Harr Wagner Publishing Co., 1927.

4, Daly, teo A., Comprehensive Services. Florissant 01d Town: Phase One Report.
St. Louis: Leo A. Daly Comprehensive Services, September 18, 1967.

5. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form prepared
by Florissant City Survey (a sub-survey of the Office of Historic Preservation}.

6. Davison, Rosemary. Personal correspondence with Orval L. Henderson, Jr.
March 31, 1969,

7. Flannery, Toni. History Trail. St. Louis: Landmarks Association of St. Louis,
Inc., 1973.

8. Garraghan, Gilbert J. Saint Ferdinand de Florissant: The Story of an Ancient
Parish. Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1923.

9. Gell, Lucy Archambault. Personal interview by Rosemary Davison and Marie Goldbeck.
March 16, 7969.

10. Hafen, LeRoy R. (ed.). The Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West.
Vol. VII. Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clarke Company, 1969, p. 186.

11. Harland Bartholomew and Associates. '"Appearance of the City." St. Louis: Harland
Bartholomew and Associates, June, 1961.

12. Jackson, William Rufus. Missouri Democracy: A History of the Party and Its
Representative Members - Past and Present. Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Co.,
Inc., 1935, p. 9i8.

13. Johnson, Berkley E. An Atlas of St. Louis County. Clayton, Missouri: C.R.
Black, 1893.

14. Lane, William Bodley. “Architectural Consultant's Field Report." June 15, 1969.

15. Missouri: A Guide to the "Show-Me" State., New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, Inc.,
19471, p. 340.

16. Office of the Recorder of Deeds, City of St. Louis. Deed Books. 1858-1877.

17. Office of the Recorder of Deeds, St. Louis County. Deed Books. 1877-present.
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18.

19,

20.
21.

22,

23.

24.

25,

100 Historic Buildings in St. Louis County: Supplemental Data Sheets [Archambault
House]. Clayton, Missouri: St. Louis County Department of Parks and Recreation,

1970.

Pitzman's New Atlas of the City and County of Saint Louis, Missouri. Philadelphia:
A.B. Holcombe & Co., 1878.

St. touis [Missouri] Globe-Democrat, April 10, 1970, p. 1S.

Scharf, J. Thomas. History of St. Louis City and County. Vol. II. Philadelphia:
Louis H. Everts & Co., 1883, pp. 1886-1888.

Thomas, William L. History of St. Louis County, Missouri. Vol. I. St. Louis:
The S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1911, p. 296.

The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft: History of California. Vol. II. San
Francisco: The History Company, 1886, p. 700.

Vol. IV. San Francisco: The History Company, 1886, pp. 581, 583-584,

Vol. V. San Francisco: The History Company, 1886, p. 361.
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2. Sheila Andrew, Secretary
Florissant City Survey {sub-survey of the Office of
Historic Preservation)
955 rue St. Francois Telephone: -----=w---
Florissant, Missouri 63031
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Photo Log:

Name of Property: Archambault House

City or Vicinity: Florissant

County: St. Louis County State: MO
Photographer: Robert Pettus (unless otherwise stated)
Date

Photographed: 1974 (unless otherwise stated)

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 8. Primary (SW) fagade; view looking NE.

2 of 8. NW fagade; view looking SE. Photo by Frederick J. Breme, Sept. 1975.

3 of 8. N corner; view facing S with the main (SW) portion in the background, the rear (NE) wing at
mid ground, and the summer kitchen in the foreground. Photo by Frederick J. Breme, Sept. 1975.

4 of 8. S corner; view facing N with the primary (SW) fagade on the left and the SE fagcade on the
right. The rear (NE) wing is just visible to the right of the main portion of the house. Photo by
Frederick J. Breme, Sept. 1975.

5 of 8. E corner; view looking W with the SE fagade on the left and the NE fagade on the right. The
summer kitchen is to the extreme right. Photo by Frederick J. Breme, Sept. 1975.

6 of 8. Main (SW) entrance; view looking NE. Photo by Frederick J. Breme, Sept. 1975.

7 of 8. W corner of the original brick privy; view looking E. Photo by Frederick J. Breme, Sept. 1975.
8 of 8. First floor interior view showing the N corners of the main (S-W) portion’s two principle rooms.
Classic-style trim occurs in both rooms.
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