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7. #1 JEFFERSON BARRAOKS H STOR C DI STRI CT

Included within theJeffersonBarracks Historic District are a
variety of mlitary buildings andrelated sites dating fromt he
1850's through theinmediate post-World Var | | years. Troop_
quarters flank thesouth side of theparade field. These brick
bui l dings, of late nineteenth-centuryorigin include barracks

buil dings, arecreation hall, and a guard house. To the west of
the quadrangle area post exchange andtheold hospital, usedi n
nore recent years as a club-house for thetroops. O thenorth
flank of theparade ground are a nurses' residence (1938) and two
officers' duplexes (c. 1890). Oher similar quarters east of the
dupl exes have been destroyed. West of thequadrangle, i n the
vicinity of Sherman Road and Buel| Street, aretheFort Hospital
(c. 1930), a nedics' residence (c. 1935- a VIPA construction), a
theater building (c. 1940), and a rowof officer's residences

(c. 1935). The Post Headquarters building (1910) and other housing
facilities fromthe1930's occur near theeast edge of t heparade
field. Arailroad station (1910) i ssituated at thefoot of Smith
Street.

In addition totherestored buildings i n theordinance depot, three
brick powder magazi nes occur i nsink holes on th*e southern portion
of thegrounds, between Grant Road &d t herailroad track. These
enclosures arebelieved t odate fromthe1870's, and are being
preserved by theSt. Louis County Departnment of Parks. An iron
gate, fashioned fromtheupright barrels of twolarge cannons, i s
located at t hejunction of Nebraska Street and Grant Road. This
so-called "Cannon Gate", constructedi nthe1880's, framest he
entrance road t oa small park commandi ng a view of the M ssissippi
River.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Jefferson Barracks served the United States as thefirst perna-
nent military installation west of theM ssissippi. Throughits
150 years, Jefferson Barracks has provided mlitary security,
econom ¢ devel opment, and political stahility for thestate of

M ssouri and t he Trans- M ssissippi West. Because of its stra-
tegic location, Jefferson Barracks has played a role i n alnpst
every aspect of American History occuring west of the Mi ssissi-
ppi River from 1826 t o 1865. "-

Wien i n March of 1804 Lt. Stephen Morrell crossed the M ssissi-
i River totake control of thelouisiana Purchase, a new chap-
ter opened i nthehistory of the United States. | ntheyears

bet ween 1804 and 1848, t heUnited States expanded from t he M ssi -
ssippi River west tothePacific and southwest totheRi o Gande.
The United States first established amilitary base on t heM ssouri
side i n1806. This was done i norder t oneet theneeds of Ameri-
can business interests. These interests were theriver and over-
|and routes of theUpper M ssouri fur trade, and |ater the Santa
Fe trade. The Barracks further provided protection for mssion-
aries, settlers, and travelers from hostile forces.

Fort Bellfontaine built ca. 1810was toserve as the military

\ support base for smaller forts futher up theM ssouri and M ssi -
ssippi. (Henry V¢bb, The Story of Jefferson Barracks, Chap. 5.)
Because of t heunhealthy environment of thearea, i twas deened
necessary tofind a new location. General Henry Atkinson was
directed toselect a new position. This position became Fort
Miller and then, | n1S26, Jefferson Barracks i nhonor of thelate
President Thonas Jeffersonr

From 1826 through 1848, Jefferson Barracks was t hemnost important
mlitary installation west of theM ssissippi. During thel1840's

it was thelargest post i nthe nation. \JJefferson Barracks Through
Five Vrs, " M ssouri Historical Review, Vol. 36, No. 3, 1942.) | t
was during this period that Jefferson Barracks practically became
synonynous with the westward expansion of the United States.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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8 #1 JEFFERSON BARRAOKS H STCRI C DI STR CT

Centrally located, Jefferson Barracks became the outrjitting and
training center for themlitary effort of the entire westem

half of the United States. Itsvital role inthe devel opnent of
the west made i ta significant factor i nthe economc, political,
and diplomatic success of the govenment. Econom cally, the Bar-
racks purchased goods throughout the M ssissippi Valley. This
gave farmers and St. Louis merchants a prime target for business
contracts. Besides the purchase of the produce of the M ssissippi
Vall ey, the Jefferson Barracks tried to protect the businessin-
terests of the various fur conmpanies and individual trappersin
the Upper M ssissippi and M ssouri. Qe can read the works of

H M Chittenden and Bemard DeVoto to recognize the military

i mportance of Jefferson Barracks during the devel opnent of thefur
frontier. Diplomatically, the struggle between the nunerous Aneri-
can fur interest and the British Hudson Bay Conpany was a signifi-
cant factor inthe settlement of the Colunbia River Basin. Jeffer-
son Barracks provided the military assistance for these trappers
thus allowing themand later settlers the opportunity to get safely
through the Louisiana Territory. (A great deal of these sentiments
are found i nBernard DeVoto's work Across the Wde M ssouri.)

Ruth Layton in The Story of Jefferson Barracks states that the
“history of Jefferson Barracks is the story of all the United
States west of the Mississippi." (Ruth Layton, The Story of
Jefferson Barracks. 1961. Chap. 1.) Her justification for this
broad statement can be found i nthe | edger of names of nmen station-
ed at Jefferson Barracks. Only Wst Point produced a better copy
of great American military nen. Such names appear as: Davis,
Grant, Lee, Johnston, Sherman, Freenont, Kearney, Longstreet, Sheri-
dan, Leavenworth, Hallack, Tayl or, Eisenhower, Pershing, Dodge,
Short, and Lincoln. These are only half of the list of mgjor
American figures who were either stationed or trained at the Bar-
racks. Sone cane for reserve training as i nthe case of Abraham
Lincoln who trained at the Jefferson Barracks during the Black
Hawk crisis. (Wbb, Henry, The Story of Jefferson Barracks.,

19_, p. 55.)
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Jefferson Barrack's i”oxtance declined somewhat after the Vér

of 1848.y~The frontier had becone safer. There was nodiplomatic
threat fromBritain, Spain, or Mexico. Yet, theBarracks would
once again play an important role inkeeping M ssouri withinthe
United States during theCivil Var,”/~y commandi ng t he Barracks,
the United States had strategic control of both sides of the

Mi ssissippi. Fromthis point. Gant and Sherman would start
tfieir® famous marches into the South. During the war, Jefferson
Barracks served as thelargest hospital unit i n the western thea-
tre of the war. (Layton, 1961, There were overall, 434 patients
which were received at t he base hospital.)

Wth theend of theCivil War, JeffersonBarracks continuedt o
play an active role i nthetraining andreplacing of military
units and soldiers throughout thelast half of the nineteenth
and first half of thetwentieth centuries. Gradually, the ac-
tivities andinmportance of Jeffer/on Barracks dwindled, and i n
1946 t hepost was deactivated, v/
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Photo Log:

Name of Property: Jefferson Barracks Historic District

City or Vicinity:

County: St. Louis County State: MO
Photographer: Harold O. Berry

Date

Photographed: Mar. 1971

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 3. Looking N from National Cemetery over into MO National Guard installations operated under
Army National Guard and Air National Guard.

2 of 3. Looking S across original parade grounds onto the Air National Guard structures dating 1890.
3 of 3. A photo looking N toward Laborers’ House. This structure is part of the Jefferson Barracks
Historical Park.














