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OESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANMD ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDIT.ON

Ralls County Courthouse, facing west on New London's courthouse
sguare, is designed in the Greek Revival temple-type, with cupola,
style. The courthouse is two-storied ard T-shaped in pian, the
Tzot of the "T¥ being the originai, 1858 portion of the courthouse
and the crossbar the Tower, 1936 annex wing. A two-story, fetra-
style portico spans the entire width of the west facade of the
courthousa.  An unusually tall cupoia is centered over the west
wail, extending westward over half of the portico and eastward to
The west edge of the first bay window.

ELTERIOR

: Over-all dimensions

The original portion of the courthouse is three bays (54 feet) on
zhe west facade and four bays (60 feet including the portico) on
zhe north and south facades. (Eight feet of the original length of
the norih and south facades has been incorporated into the annex

; wing). The annex wing is five bays {50 feet) on the south facade
i and four bays (50 feet) on the nortih facade. The east facade

(104 feet), however, does not conform to this regular system of
beyv divisions. The annex and original section of the courthouse
are connected along the west facade of the annex, eliminating the
central bays on this side. The remaining four bays are located

on the nortn and south ends of the annex's west wall, two bays

{25 feet) on each end. Other dimer. ‘ons include the columns which
are four feet four inches in diameter at the base of the shaft.

14359

Censtruction materials

The courthouse is constructed of dressed Timestone, hand-hewn in

the original section, and wood. The stones are laid in courses

13 inches nigh, a typical stone being 13 x 40 inches. The west wail,
within the portico, has been given special attention by tooling

each separate stone with a one and a half inch border. (This treat-
rment calls attention to the craftsmanship with which the exception-
z11ly fine masonry joints are executed). The stone window sills and
Tintels are finished smoother than the regular ashlar wall blocks.

SNOI1LDODNY LS NI

Portico

4 portico dominates the west facade of the original portion of the
courthouse. Four, massive, modified, unfluted, Doric columns sup-
port a simple pediment. Each column rests on a separate plinth.
The shafts of these columns are tapered inward at the neck and are
constructed of stone ashlar built up and finished with cement. The
~eciment is simple with no msjor decorative detaiis except for
mcciliions along the undersicdes of the raking cornice and an in-
scription with the name of -2 courthouse and ihe date centered in
the teiangular space of the sadiment.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

_ Ra1ls County Courthouse, in New London, Missouri, is significant
| as an example of Greek Revival archifecture in Missouri; a style
] distinctive of Missouri in the nineteenth century, particularly
in the 1850's and 1860's. This significance is enhanced by the
fact that this courthouse is one of the three surviving court-
nouses in Missouri in this style, the only one derived from the
| Doric order, and by the builaing's good state of preservation.

’ Both 1ts exterior and interior exist in a state very close to
their original condition. The courthouse is also noteworthy as
the scene of the trial of Alexander Jester for the murder of
Cilbert Gates, brother of Chicago multi-millionaire John W.
(Bet-You-A-Million) Gates.
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The ccurtiouse was built in the later years of the Greek Revival
period when other cities and counties were choosing newer and more
florid fashions of the eariy VYictorian era, with turrets, bays,

and gingerbread excrescences.! The use of this style, as opposed

to these newer styles, typified the continuing efforts of designers,
architects, and builders to bring to.Missouri the most developed
iruits of American architecture.¢ This period became known as
Missouri's "Golden Age of Art."3

[

S EE

) The {idea Tor the courthcouse was officially conceived on March 5,
1857, when the Ralls County Court appointed a committee of Chapel
Carstarphen, James Dimmitt, and John Biggs to suBmit a plan and

| an estimated cost for a new courthouse building. It was to he

the county's third such "Hall of Justice." The first courthouse,
completed in August, 1822, was a two-story, 20 feet x 18 feet,

1og structure constructed two blocks west of the present courthouse.
The lowey story housed the jail and the upper story the courtroom.d
-t was abandoned and sold in 1834 when a new, two-story, 30 faet
square, brick building was erected on the current courthouse sguare.b
The courtroom was on the ground_flsor with the clevks' offices and
Jury rooms on the second Tioor. This courthouse became unsafe

and was torn down in 1858, beiny replaced by the present courthouse.8
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RALLS COUNTY CIURTHOUSE AND JAIL-SHERIFF'S HOUSE

} Openings

; wiacows, The fivst floor windows on the north and south sides of the
g ariginal portion of The courthouse are rectzangular with eight-over-

' cignt iig it, couble-hung sash. The second fioor windows are also

rectangular-s.cped and are the same width as the first floor windows,
but Mrb now twelve-over-twelve light, double-hung sash. AlT these

ows have stone sills and Tintels. The windows on the west facade
dbuu,ch, to the corrmspond1ng windows on the north and south
, except fTor the central second floor window. The central

of tnis window matches the cther second floor windows in

and number of lights. The difference results from the added
gkus, six to each side. The fenestration conforms to the one-
w-per-bay plan. The windows on both floors of the annex are
ﬂg iar, comp1ete with stone sil11s and lintels. These windows
x-over-six light, double-hung sash. On the west and south
s these winaows follow the arrangement of the windows on the

ial section. The fenestration pattern is similar on the north
with one window missing from the first floor in the second
m the east, and becomes completely irregular on the east facade.
small, one-over-one licht, double-hung sash windows are also
at varﬁous Tocations on the east facade.
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Soorkays ana deors.  The courthouse has three entrances, a main en-
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raﬁcu in the original section and two secondary entrances leading

the annex. The main entrance is centered on the west facade

tween the second and third columns and is flanked by two pilasters
n SUDPOPL an entablature, aill constructed of wood. The doorway

single set of double doors (not original to the 1858 construc-
half glass, half wood, the upper portion of which is flanked
siuei1gﬂts (appear to be original), three to each side. Fach
s four lights in the upper section. A transom, nine lights

bl
X
i

2y one ]1cnt nigh, spans the entire width of the door propner

g s1de71ght sections. A light fixture is centered under the

s on the entablature. Secondary entrances are located ON the

:nd south facades of the annex. The east facade doorway is

r Lo the main entrance in elements employed, with several

ions. This doorway is flanked by two pilasters and is surmounted
moditied entablature. The coorway is sltightly recessed. The

jarb has three-panel wooc Facings. The door proper is identical
ne main door, but with cniy one s1de]ight section located on the
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nortn side of the door. This sidelight section has only two Tights.
A five-light transom spans the entire width of the doorway and the
sidelight section. A light fixture is centered over the transom on
the entablature. The 'second annex entrance is located on the south
side. This entrance has no wood trim. The door is single with four
iights in the upper half and is flanked by two sidelight sections,
twe lights to each section. A four-Tight transom spans the entire
width of the doorway.

Cuncla

The wooden cupola is octagonal-shaped and sets on a square wooden
base. The bottom of the cupola is flared to create a transition
between the octagonal cupola and the square base, which has simu-
Tated horizontal rustications. Each side of the cupola has a
round-arched opening which is filled with Touvers and is flanked

by two pilasters. A moulding decorated with a keystone trims the
upper edge of these openings. The width of each side of the cupola
corresponds with the width of the Touvered opening plus pilasters,
creating the illusion of an arcade being wrapped around the cupola.
The aoctagonal partion of the cupola is surmounted by a cornice with
dentils which, in turn, supports an octagonally-faceted dome. The
vertical proportions are noteworthy; the cupola stands nearly as
kigh above the roof as the main portico cornice rises above the ground.

Roof

A low-pitched gable roof of seamed sheet-tin is over the original
section; a low hip roof is over the annex.

Chimneys

A tall, slender chimney is located in the annex section, with sever-
al smaller chimneys in the original section.

Decorative details

The frieze and cornice of the portico are continued across all the
facades of the original section. On the annex the same elements
are employed, being appropriately reduced in scale and lowered in
' height. These features are wooden and contrast with the limestone
of the walls. Modillions are evenly spaced under the cornice and
raking cornice.
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INTERIGR
The interior of the courthouse is divided into two floors.
First floor

The original section of the courthouse has a center hall running in
an east-west direction. Four offices open off this hallway, in-
cluding the Lawyers' Office. This is the 1858 office of the lawyers
0. H P. Ledfoerd and J. P. Lancaster and includes much of the ori-
ginai furniture used by these men while they rented this office.

The annex wing has two hallways, one running north-south and a second
being a continuation of the east-west hallway found in the original
section. The north-south hall does not run the entire length of the
annex, but stops at the doorway of the County Clerk's Office, which

is located in the north end of the annex. There are two other offices
in the annex wing, one located to each side of the north-south hall-
way in the south end of the annex.

Stairways are Tocated 1) in the northwest corner of the original
section, immediately to the north of the main entrance; 2) in the
southeast corner of the original section, in the Assessor's Office;
and 3) in the annex, on the east wall, immediately to the north
of the rear entrance in the east-west hallway.

The walls of the corridors are painted light green and the ceilings
are white. In the original section the ceiling is metal embossed
with an over-all geometric pattern, while the annex ceiling is
accoustical tile. The floors are concrete in the original section
and wood flooring in the annex wing.

The doors, which are paneled on the face, have diagonal batten backs.

The first floor ceiling height in the original section is ten and 2
half feet. '

Second floor

The courtroom . located in the original section of the courthouse.
Various other county offices are located along the north-south hall-
way in the annex wing.
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The courtroom uses most of the original section of the courthouse.
The west (rear) wall of the courtroom is a partition angled concavely
toward the sides, englosing a stairway {in the northwest corner),

a central vestibule, and an anteroom (in the southwest corner). A
rear entrance into the courtroom from the vestibule is centered on
this partition. A second entrance is on the east wall, to the south
of the judge's bench. The ceiling height is 12 feet. The specta-
tors' pew-like benches are separated from the front of the courtroom
by a curved walnut railing. This front area is carpeted while the
remaining portion of the room has wood flooring. The walls of the
courtroom are wallpapered in a shade of green similar to that found
on the painted corridor wails. Around the Tower section is a white
ancd green dado. The ceiling is also papered, being mostly white
with a green and pink striped border and two interior stripes, which
intersect each other at the center of the courtroom and the outer
border midway along each side. The elaborate, monumental, classical
frames around the doors and windows are handcarved and consist of
pilasters supporting entablatures. These decorative frames are
white with & touch of goid added to the dentils. The frames for the
original windows on the east wall have been preserved; one contains
a door to the annex's north-south hallway and the other a blind
opening which serves as a decorative niche. The interior walls and
floor are packed with sawdust to dampen sound transmission.]

RALLS COUNTY JAIL-SHERIFF'S HOUSE

Ralls County Jail-Sheriff's House is a two-story, “T-shaped" 1ime-
stone building with a one-story frame addition on the rear, north-
east corner and a one-story porch attached to the west (front) fa-
cade. The crossbar of the “T" is the main {west) section of the
buiiding, while the foot is the lower, rear {east) wing.

EXTERIGR
Sorch

A cne-story, wooden porch (not original) is attached to the west
facade of the main section and is centered under the second story
windows. The porch is supported by four, slender, Doric-like columns.
Two pilasters, identical in form to the columns, visually attach

the porch to the building. A low-pitched, modified gable roof sur-
mounts the porch.
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Cpenings

Windows. The windows, on the west, north, and south facades of the
main section of the building are identical in form, but not in
arrangement. On the three-bay west facade, there are five windows,
two on the first floor and three on the second floor. These windows
are six-over-six light, double-hung sash with stone lintels and sills.
There 1s one window per bay on each floor except for the center bay
on the first floor. The windows on the north and south facades are
idantical to each other in arrangement; two windows on the first
fioor, one window on the second floor (centered between the first
floor windows), and a single, bull's eye window, with radiating

stone vousoirs, centered above on the gable. There are four windows
on the rear wing, two on the north facade and two on the south facade.
There are no windows on the east facade of this section. These rear
wing windows are of the horizontal sliding type. They are tall, being
four lights high, and narrow, being two lights wide. Sills are found
under the south windows only, having been eliminated from the north
facade bacause of the frame addition. Stone lintels are positioned
over ail four windows. On the frame addition there are two windows,
one being single and the other double. These windows are double-hung
with Targe, single panes of glass in each sash. Both of these win-
dowis are located on the north side.

Doorways and doors. There are two doorways. The primary (west)
doovway 1s located in the center first floor bay. It is recessed,
between wood Jjambs, and has & three-light transom. The east doorway
is located at the south end of the east wall on the frame addition.
Both doorways have half glass, half wood doors and metal screen doors.

Roof

A gable roof is over the main section, a flat roof over the rear wing,
and a shed roof over the frame addition.

Other features

Other features include: 1) a boxed cornice on the main section and
2) two chimneys symmetrically placed on the rear slope over the
main section.
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ALTERATIONS

The only alteration of the courthouse has been the addition of the
1936 annex wing which changed the rectangular plan of the courthouse
to a "T-shaped" plan._  The frame addition to the jail-sheriff's house
was replaced in 1961.2 The front porch was added at an undetermined
date.

SITE

Rails County Courthouse is located on the southeast corner of New Lon-
don's courthouse square (Block 15). (This asymmetrical position is
due to the fact that the second courthouse, a brick structure, was
still on the square and in use, being vacated room by room as the

new courthouse was made ready).”® The jail-sheriff's house is situated
on the northwest corner (Lot 57) of Block 14, directly east of the
square, The square is bordered by commercial buildings on the south
and west and by private dwellings on the east and north. A church

is also located to the east, next to the jail-sheriff's house. Side-
walks run along the curbs of the east, west, and south sides of Block 15
and lead to the courthouse's east, west, and south doors. A fourth
sidewalk, running from the south curb to the portico, intersects the
west sidewalk leading to the main entrance.

FOOTNOTES

1. Goldena, B. Howard, Ralls County Missouri Historic Past--Prosperous
Present (New iondon, Missouri, 1959), p. 5.

2. Dorothy J. Caldwell, ed., Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue
(Columbia, Missouri: State Historical Society of Missouri, 1963),
p. 139.

3. The New 1968 Atlas of Ralls County Missouri (Webster Groves,
Missouri: Fred C. Shepherd and Associates, [1968]), p. 3.
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In creating a plan for the new courthouse, the committee consulted

two contemporary handbooks, Thomas Tredgold's 1820 Principles of
Carpentry and Minard Lefevre's Modern Builder's Guide, issued 1n

1533.9 "With the aid of these sources, they developed a plan for a
rectangular structure similar to the central portion of the Vir-

ginia State Capitol, topped by a cupola modeled after the belfry on
Carpenter's Hall in Philadelphia. This mixture of details was fitting
since Ralls County's farm population origiTated in Virginia and the
artisan population came from Pennsylvania.

On July 8, 1857, the County Court accepted the plans and ordered
the building erected. It was completed three years later at the
sun of $18,000.17 No major alterations took place until 1936 when
the annex was added across the back of the building, changing it
from a rectangle into the present "T" form.

Tha building achieved national attention in 1939 when its facade
was chosen as the model for the Missouri buildings at the World's
Fair in New York and the Golden Gate International Exposition in
San Francisco.12

In 1842, while the County Court was Tocatedin its second building,
the jail was moved to a separate building across the street, on the
southeast corner of Ralls and Third streets. "This structure was

14 feet square; two stories; with a roof and floor of wood, inlaid
with square logs Tited [sic] closely together, and lined with sheet-
iren. Entrance to the jail was gained by a wooden stairway on the
outside leading to the second floor."13 The lower story was the
dungeon, and the entrance to it was through a trap door in the upper
floer. "This was, at the time it was built, thought to be a remarka-
bly safe prison.”14 The cost of the building was $2,000. In a
brief period the building was found to be worthless as a jail and was
torn down and the present building erected at the cost of $12,000

ir 1869.

The trial of Alexander Jester for the murder of Gilbert Gates was
the center of much controversy due to 1) the 30-year time lapse

between the time the crime was alleged to have been committed and
the time the trial took place; 2) the use of money by the prose-
cution to further its case; and 3) the use of the Pinkerton De-

tective Agency. In closing statements, defense lawyers stated:
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"This is not a case of Missouri against Jester-~that is a
misromer--it is a case of John W. Gates and the Pinkerton
Detectives, guardians for the State of Missouri, vs. Jes-
ter;15 and it +s admitted that in the trial the state is
unable to enforce the law and order and protect the peace
and dignity of the state without the aid of millionaires
and their Pinkerton detectives. The state has enforced
law and order for a century without such aid, and, let
cld man Jester be quilty or innocent, it is a burning
shame and a humiliating admission that at this laie date
that the great state of Missouri is compelied to have the
aid of Pinkertons and millionaires before it can enforce
law and order."16

Jester was acquited of the charge of murder. “It is & just and
righteous verdict and is a vindication of the o1d man, and better
still, it is a rebuke for the use of Pirkertgons and money in a court
of justice" (defense attorney's statement).]7

COMPARISCON WITH OTHER MISSQURI COUNTY COURTHOUSES

Ralis County Courthouse is one of the three surviving Greek Revival
courthouses in Missouri designed in a rectangular plan, the others
being the Lafayette County Courthouse, dated 1848, and the Moniteau
County Courthouse, 1867-1868. Five other counties had courthouses
in this style, but have since replaced them with newer buildings

in different styles. These counties in chronological order are:
Buchanan, 1842; St. Charles, 1849; Gentry, 1853; and Caldwell, 1860.
Ra11s County Courthouse (1858) was the fifth courthouse built in
this style. (St. Louis City Courthouse is not included in this
comparison for several reasons: 1) the courthouse was not designed
or built in a rectangular plan, but in a cross-shaped plan and

2) the building was more monumental in scale and proportions).

A1l eight courthouses shared three main characteristics: a rect-
angular floor plan (before alterations and additions), a columned
portico, and & two-stage cupola topped by a dome. Seven of these
courtnouses were three bays wide on the portico facade and two-storied.
Six were in the Doric order. The exceptions were St. Charles,
Buchanan, Moniteau, and Lafavette counties. St. Charles Courty
Courthouse was five bays wide and only one story high. Buchanan
County and Lafayette County courthouses were in the Ionic order and
Moniteau County Courthouse was in the Corinthian order.
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The survey c¢f Missouri's sites of historical and architectural
significance is based con the selection of sites as they relate
to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in Missouri's
"Comprehensive Prelimtinary Historic Preservation Plan." The
Ralls County Courthouse and Jail-Sheriff's House are therefore
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places

1) because as an example of the theme study of Missouri county
courthouses, this courthouse is one of the three surviving
examples of the Greek Revival period of architecture in Missouri,
the only one in the Doric order, and 2) because it served as
the scene of the trial of Alexander Jester for the murder of
Gilbert Gates.

FOOTNOTES

1. Goldena B. Howard, Ralls County Missouri Historic Past--
Prosperous Present (New London, Missouri, 1959), p. 2.

2. Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Aréhitecture in America,
(New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1964 [original edition
1944]), p. 255.

3. J. S. Ankeney, "A Century of Missouri Art," The Missouri
Historical Review (Columbia, Missouri: State Historical
Society of Missouri, July, 1922), Vol. XVI, No. 4, p. 489,

4. Howard, Ralls County M1ssour1 Historic Past--Prosperous
Present, p. 2.

5. Walter Williams, ed., A History of Northeast Missouri
(Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Co., 1913), Voi. I, p. 533.

6. Ibid., p. 533; and Joe Burnett, A Brief History of Ralls
County Missouri (Perry, Missouri, 1936), p. 5.

7. Edwards Brothers of Missouri, An Illustrated Historical At-
ias of Ralls County Missouri (Philadephia: Edwards Brothers
of Missouri, 1878}, »

8. Williams, A History of Northeast Missouri, p. 533.
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9. Howard, Ralls County Missouri Historic Past--Prosperous
Present, pp. 2, 3.

10. Ralls County [Missouri] Record, July 17, 1959. (Centennial
edition).

11. Howard, Ralis County Missouri Historic Past--Prosperous
Present, p. 4.

12. Missouri State Department, Official Manual {Jefferson City,
Missouri, 1939-1940), pp. 833-835; and St. Louis [M1ssour1]
Post-Dispatch, March 27, 1938, p. 4a.

13. Edwards Brothers of Missouri, An I1lustrated Historical At-
las of Ralls County Missouri, p. 10.

4. Ibid., p. 10.

15. St. Louis [Missouri] Globe-Democrat, July 31, 1900, p. 7,
col. 3.

16. Ibid., p. 7, col. 3.

17. St. Lou1s [Missouri] Globe-Democrat, August 2, 1900, p. 3,
col.
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of Missouri, 1878, p. 10.

Hamlin, Talbot. Greek Revival Architecture in America. New
York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1964 {original edition 1944),
pp. 250-255.

Howard, Goldena B. Ralls County Missouri Historic Past--
Prospercus Present. New London, Missouri: N, Pub., 1959.
(This source is based oh the records of the County Court).

Missouri State Department. Official Manual, Jefferson City,
Missouri: N. Pub., 1939-1940, pp. 833-835.

Ralls County [Missouri] Record, April 1, 1938, p. 7.

» July 17, 1959,

10.

1.
12.

13.

St. Louis [Missouri] Globe-Democrat, July 8, 1900 - August 2,
1500. .

St. Louis [Missouri] Post-Dispatch, March 27, 1938, p. 4a.

The New 1968 Atlas of Ralis County Missouri. Webster Groves,
Missouri: Fred C. Shepherd and Associates, [1968], pp. 3, 27.

WiTTliams, Walter (ed.). A History of Northeast Missouri. Vol. I.
Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Co., 1913, p. 533.

OTHER PERTINENT SCURCES

Bock, James and Philip Cotton. Field Report, received September
19, 1969, and filed at the central office of the Missouri State
Park Board, P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson City,
Missouri 65101,

Bryan, John Albury (ed.). Missouri's Contribution to American
Architecture. St. Louis: St. Louis Architectural Club, 1928,
n. 44,

Conard, Howard L. {ed.). Encyclopedia of the History of Missouri.
Voi. V. New York: The Southern History Co., 1901, pp. 292-294.
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Dover Publications, 1969.
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cal Publishing Co., 1904. pp. 144-145,

12. S. S. Carroll & Company. Atlas of Ralls County Missouri.
Des Moines, Iowa: The Kenyon Printing and Manufacturing Co.,
1904.

13. St. Louis [Missouri] Daily Globe-Democrat, March 27, 1938, p. 5b.

14, Shcemaker, Floyd C. (ed.). The Missouri Historical Review. Vol. 32.
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July, 1940, pp. 101-102.




S GOV v U SPU U S S S

*asupizngas apnjiBuo] pup apnip©

*postnb

CMOMD YLty
24 sauym salippunoaq Lyrodory

SAVIW IV NO QHECNIDNY X

9¢61

005¢9+ |

ojbuedpeng [eqiuueq ,GL "S79°SN

ERalele)]

tALNMoos ) IA0D

650E9

LIMOSS T}

i3LVLlS

uopuo| Moy

INMOL HO ALID

3ienbs

3SHOUTAN0)

H3IE WNN ONY L334ULls

HOLSIH HO/AONY

SSNOY S, J41J8Us-(1ep pue

2SNOYIAN0) AJUNDD S|RY TNOWWG D

ILVa

HIGWNN AHLENG

ATTNO 350 SdN 404

siLed

ALNMROD

LANOSS LYy

Alvisg

?_,_..m.E YIIM 9S0[OUD JO O} YoBE - Selijus Jje adA )

W02 dVIW ALYA J0Ud
S$3IOVId DIHOLSIH 20 8245133 TVNOILVH
IDIANIS HAVd IVNOILYN (6961 A1)
HOIMILNI 3HL 40 LNIWL¥Vd3a STLVLS QRLINA 10-01 wiog,

h




i lrir g

p

BASSINGER CORNER (JUNC. U8, s} 20 A,

CENTER 2 AT,

NS

Quadrangle
"Hannibal™

Ralls County Courthouse and Jail-

Sheriff's House

Long 90°24'02"

39035!09”

[RETEC FERT M)

.o
(Y

. i L e BF aeremnan e s
. F e ”'mmog—s’ah"\m%“”.m'ﬁ“'\"‘”"iﬁy' CURRYVILLE (JUNC. U.S. 84) 18 Mi. |
EJFernel, 3 B0 Hara, WA Tingey, CA K 0, TAMagee,

ogar,and ARFriend

SCALE 1:62500

2
o ——=—

1,E28,i335-1936

Red +irt incicates area in which only

THUE NORTH

12000

=

w.s.-sa:mro?ﬁ"

landmark buiidu—.gs are shown

ABPROXIMATE MEAN

3

—m

ROAD CLASSFICATION



‘dew oyl Uuo ‘oducrsyos epnyibuc| pup epmiycT ‘g
paledlpUt S $80e@|d J140]SLH 40 49151069y CTMOLID YLION
Leud 3vl =ayi 03 pojeltiuou mﬂ_,m.u@ %.MLEQOLHH -pasnber pioym sopnpunelq Apedosg 7|

Sdyk 17y NO A2anNI2NI 78 Ol

5961

JOH =0l

TV I CUoTgo) diTiud M

€71 S|[eY 67 66159

3ac> IALNNCD AQ0D

[ANOSST]

FLYLE

UGpuoT My

FNMCL HO ALID

aAenbg asnoujAnoy

H3I! NNN ONY 13349 Ls

2MPOLsIH HOaNY

ISTO S, JJ TIo0S- [T put asnoyfamoy ATunu) STy

INOWNOD

i Biva HIAAWNN AMLNA

ATINO 35N SdN 804 WYO0A JdVit AL¥A JDUd
SiL®d _ .
ALNAOD SZOVId DIYOLSIH 20 82 LS193Y TTVHOILVHK

JDIAY3S M¥Vd TTVHNOILVN
FLVLS HOIY3LNI 3HL 20 LNIWLYY D30 SI1VLS d2LINN

(deuw Y314 asojols 10 O} ao.mzm - selnua Jje add 1)

[ANOSSIK

(6961 AlM)
10¢-01 wieg,

L1308 L s

SN O




sa0w]d 21dL0381 fo
wag8188y JoU0LIRy BYT

LdUSSLA HOANCT MEH

ATYO8 ASACH 5 AATHINS=ITVE any

i HSACHLYN0D TIKN0D STIVH
s05:68.,00,0

asnoy 8, [f1a3ys8

01 pajvuwion buieq = f
rPIr 8yg 889.0ud(] 1100 = 8
peys = p
770g auU018 = o
UOLRLPPO = 4
aENOYFIN0D JDULELIO = D
. LAFLLS HIEN0A
1 58PL 198
Q £9 LOT 3 107 o
= i
S 3
= &
i o
¢ =
K3 pI #4014 g
M x
3
35 401 e
N 9
S ‘x.s.\..an,.#../ LTI " /n v”n.n:ﬁ..,in.WLﬁ!ﬂdn.Mw

SABMLE AN THE

LEEELES NIVH

L9 s




TN

reoussajor epnjtiivo] pun apaylio)

ueid 4001} 35414

*MOUID HOH

‘pannbor suaym sotinpunclg Apodosy

SS9 11V RO AAANTTI2HI

6961

V=]
‘ L
YOIV Trdp fuoljep di

€Ll

2002

stiey 6SHPEY  LANOSSLK

62

uopuoy Moy

SNMOL HG ALID

adenbg

3SNoLIAN0]

EIAWAN ANY L33d1s

DIHOLSIH HO/ONY

-ﬁrmw pie asnoyrane)

INOWWOD

9SNOH s, 1] LJAaUs “unoy s|iey
aiva T, (dew yj1m 850[0UD IO O} Yoene - soIus [l odd 1)
A1NO 350 SN 204 Wu0d dVW ALuadoud
SLley
F ALNMOD SIOVTd JIUOLSIH J0 2151924 TVNOILVH
LANOSS LY IDIANIS HYVd TYNOILVYH
" aivis HOINILNI 3HL 40 INIWLEVJIA $SILVLS ATLINN

{6961 4107}
10g-01 waog,




g —

o 52,0 YIS SIPESIy  NOINIT MY

ez s JSHOH LSO KLNIOD STTVS

| ot T I =M AT |
oF OF 2 @

%&.ﬁ&@ E&@@n A o

R o S s sy N e SO s

FHCH0DAT

=1 —— I

I _ = L1109
TINONTD

Pt

ERIEE)
 NOTSHATLA

[ gy o

KLTSHHAT N

HOT A0 A0TA40 %
S, MOSSHSSY | 84 HOLIHT 10D |_

10!

a4 2 T :..;.,_UMH

_ _ HOTAAD 8 HOTA40
{ 72 T 1 o vuynoysyr
- ! SHALAVT - m.: HAHOSVHHE

e AL AT i IR AN ) i 455 T Wt 1 ﬁu




OIS B FTY
y ] e I JOBEIY Y ETATT Y

e . L ARLINZ ISAHOHLITOD AINIOD STTVY

- T 1 E 1 :'uzilﬁ i i | | . .
P ”_.. T IEID
;m .

LANNOLLY m SYHIEYAG
_. DNTENIHS0MT 5y .mu%wH

— mrﬂ.._u-,&____:l s RS W U S -m

“_,L AJIAI0 /

H
o
B
=y
iy
i |8
N
-

[9a)
i i)

ol

T T
AT e

l
j
i

A e e,

R
IR

m HO T AU
v Sy HOM




#168

RALLS COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND JAIL-SHERIFF'S HOUSE

COUNTY:
LOCATION:

OWNER:
ADDRESS:

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.:
DATE SENT 7O JEFF. CITY:
DATE SENT TO D.C.:

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.:

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER:

DATE AWARDED CERTIFICATE
(AND PRESENTOR):

DATE FILE REVIEWED:

Ralls
Courthouse Square (See Site Plan Map)

Ralls County
Ralls County Courthouse, New London, Mo.

05-15-71
06-09-72

09-14-72

11-16-76
Orval L. Henderson, Jr.



_Ralls County Courthouse, New London, Missouri, is significant as an_example of

Greek Revivial architecture in Missouri; a style distinctive of Missouri in the
nineteenth century, particularly in the 1850's and 1860's. This significance

is enhanced by the fact that this courthouse is one of the three surviving
courthouses in Missouri in this style, the only one derived from the Doric

order, and by the building's good state of preservation. Both its interior

and exterior exist in a state very close to their original condition. The court-
house is also noteworthy as the scene of the trial of Alexander Jester for the
murder of Gilbert Gates, brother of Chicago multi-millionaire John W. (Bet-You-
A-Million} Gates.
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NATIONAI“, PARK SERVICE M'iSSOUP'i
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°““"R "
' alls
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v {Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph) ENTRY NUMeER DATE
Z [\ NAmE — :
o comMmon: Ralls County Courthouse and Jail-Sheriff's House
— AND OR MISTORIC:
 [2. LOCATION
U STREET AND NUMBER:
— Courthouse Square
CITY OR TOWN: )
o New London ‘ ‘
| STATE: CODE |COUNTY: " cooE
v Missouri 63459 | 29 Ralls 173
~ B._PHOTO REFERENCE - R .
- PHOTO CREDIT: W. Philip Cotton, Jr., A.I.A.
DATE OF PHOTO: QPanmb_EY'- ]969
wJ NEGATIVE FILED AT: M1SSOUT‘1 State Park Board, P.0O. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson
i R Building, .1e_f_£ets_o_n_[‘,_1_ty_,_M_'|_55m ﬁ'i'lﬂ'l :
v - |4 TOENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,
Ralls County Cour'thouse--west facade, view from the
. west looking east. The cupola and portico are the
outstanding features.







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

STATE

Missouri

COUNTY

Ralls

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photogeaph) ENTRY NUMBER QATE
(1. NAME : .
CoMMON; Ralls County Courthouse and Jail-Sheriff's House
AND OR HISTORIC:
[2. LOCATION
ISTREET AND NUMBER:
Courthouse Square
CITY OR TOWN:
New_London
STATE: CODE [COUNTY: ) CODE
Missouri 63459 | 29 Ralls 173

B. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT:

W. Philip Cotton. Jr.. A.L.A.

DATE OF PHOTO:

September., 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Missouri State Park Board, P.Q. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson

14. IDENTIFICATION

Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Ralls County Courthouse--south facade,'view from the

southwest Tooking northeast.

ol







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR C|FTATE .
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri ;
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES o a1 1
PROPERTY PHGTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY “
v (Type' all entries - atfach to or enclose with photograph) EMTRY MUMBER DATE
Z 1T NamE :
o C OMMON Ralls County Courthouse and Jail-Sheriff's House
! A AND OR HISTORIC:
|2 LOCATION
U i5TR£ET AND NUMBER:
- Courthouse Square
CITY O/ TOWN:
a New London
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: copE
v Missouri 63459 29 Ralls 173
— {._PHOTO REFERENCE . ‘
_ PHOTO CRED!T: Nancy B. Breme
DATE OF PHOTO: March 15, 1972
W . NeEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson
ud — Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 651Q] :
o |4 IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Ralls County Jail-Sheriff's House--northeast corner, view
looking southwest with east facade (left), north facade
(rightg and wood frame addition (foreground). Church in
background {far left) is located immediately south of the

JTHT=SmeriTT's nouse.
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________________________________ ————— -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 1
NATIONAL PARK SE.RVICE Missour-i '
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°”“”R 1 : l
alls
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 1
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph} ENTRY MuUMRER DATE |
4
[}. NAME _ , .
€ OMMON: Ralls County Courthouse and Jail -Sheriff's House
AND QR HISTORIC: .
[2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
Courthouse Square
CITY OR TOWN:
New London
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Missouri £34R9 29 Ralls 173
B. PHOTO REFERENCE . ‘ "
PHOTO CREDIT: W. Philip Cotton, Jr., A.1.A,

SEE

DATE OF PHOTO:

September, 1969

pecamive Feo at: Missouri State Park Bpard, P.0O. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson

la. i

DENTIFICATION

Building, Jefferson City, Missouri. 65101

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

west.

Ralls County Courthousef-east
of the rear addition, view fr

A

(1eft) and north (right) facades

PN

om the northeast looking_south-
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ) STATE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°“’”"R 1
alls
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTHY MUMBER DATE
[}. NAME '
€ OMMON: Ralls County Courthouse and Jail -Sheriff's House
AND OR HISTORIC:
[2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
Courthouse Square
CITY CR TOWN:
New London
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Missouri 63459 29 Ralls 173
. PHOTO REFERENCE , ‘ . :
PHOTO CREDIT: Nancy B. Breme
CATE OF PHOTO: March 15, 1972

Necative peo at: Missouri State Park Board, P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson
Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

a1

DENTIFICATION

CESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

General view showing Ralls County Courthouse Square

and adjoining block to the east--the courthouse on the_
right and the jail-sheriff's house on the far left. View
looking southeast with 3rd Street in the foreground.

—






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR _ STATE .
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ’ Missouri
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°”””Rans
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Tvype all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Z 1. NAME - A
o commoN: Ralls County Courthouse and Jail - Sheriff's House
: —n AND OR MISTORIC:
¥  [2._LOCATION
g [sTREET AND NUMBER:
S Courthouse Square
CITY OR TOWN:
o New London
[ ] STATE: cope |COUNTY: ‘ coDE
v Missouri 63459 29 Ralls 173
~ [B. PHOTO REFERENCE ‘ k ) :
— FHOTO CAED! T W, Philip Cotton, Jr., A.1.A.
PATE OF PHOTO: Sentember'. 1949
w _pesanve rieo aT: Missouri State Park Board, P.0. Box 176 1204 Jefferson
w —— Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
v |8 IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTICN, ETC. )
Ralls County Courthouse--interior of the courtroom on the
second floor, view from the west looking east. The judge's
bench is in the background, pew-like benches for spectators
] p
in the foreground.







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . STATE )
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ) ' Missouri
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ‘°”“*§ans
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM . FOR NPS USE ONLY
v {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photagraph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Z [ NAME - :
o [c ommon: Ralls County Courthouse and Jail-Sheriff's House
- [::!'; OR HISTORIC:
b~ [2. LOCATION
U ISTREETYT AND NUMBER:
S Courthouse Square
CITY OR TOWN:
o
New London
- STATE: CODE [COUNTY! cooE
n Missouri 63459 29 Ralls 173
= [B. PHOTO REFERENCE . )
- PHOTO CREDIT: Nancy B. Breme
DATE OF PHOTO: March 15, 1972
Wi peaamive Feeo aT: Missouri State Park Board, P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson
w _ Building, Jefferson City., Missouri 65101
v |4 IDENTIFICATION ' - - -
DESC'RIBEW\HEW. DIRECTION, ETC.
Ralls County Jail-Sheriff's House--southwest corner, view
Tooking northeast with west facade (left), south facade
(rightg, and rear wing to the far right.







