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MISSOURI PACIFIC DEPOT AT CHARLESTON

The Missouri Pacific Depot is located immediately east of the inter 

section of two branches of the Missouri Pacific Railroad at Charleston, 

Missouri, in the western part of town. The intersecting lines are the 

former Belmont Branch of the St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railway, and 

the Cairo and Fulton Railway.1 The long axis of the asymmetrical "T"- 

plan building is oriented west-southwest, to east-northeast. The design 

was produced in the architect's office of the Missouri Pacific Railroad, 

E.M. Tucker architect.2 The depot was constructed in 1917. The archi 

tect's drawings for construction, dated 1916, survive in the Missouri 

Pacific Railroad Company files in St. Louis.3

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

The facility is similar to numerous otheij examples of Missouri Pacific 

Railroad depots constructed in the first 20 years of the twentieth 

century in midwestern towns served by the railroad in Missouri, Arkansas, 

Kansas and Oklahoma as reflected in records on file at the Missouri 

Pacific Railroad office in St. Louis.

Typically these depots for towns of moderate size (several thousand 

inhabitants) exhibited red brick as a primary construction material. 

White limestone was used for trim, topping the foundations, and forming a 

wainscotting on the red brick wall. Red terra cotta roof tiles in the 

"Spanish mode" were used as roofing material on low-pitched hipped roofs.

EXTERIOR 

Over-all Dimensions

The building is 149'4" in east-westerly dimension, 24 feet in north- 

southerly dimension for the major portion of the east-west length, and 

55"4" in north-southerly dimension at the south wing. It is 22'5" tall 

to the roof ridge, and 24'11" tall to the top of the taller chimney.4

Foundations

Foundations are concrete topped by a partially embedded veneer of white, 

smooth-cut, beveled limestone just above the grade line.

Wall construction

Walls are constructed of deep red colored brick with a white, smooth-cut 

limestone wainscotting.
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The Missouri Pacific Depot at Charleston, Missouri typifies a prevalent 

type of smalj. railroad depot constructed by the Missouri Pacific Rail 

road Company during the first two decades of the twentieth century. The 

depot marks the once-bustling intersection of two branches of the 

Missouri Pacific Railroad at Charleston, Missouri.

No longer in use as a railroad depot, the building was purchased June 1, 

1971 by the Mississippi County Historical Society for development as a 

historical museum. The collection to be housed there will include the 

gubernatorial papers and memorabilia of Missouri Governor Warren E. 

Hearnes.

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

The Charleston area was settled in 1800-1801. The town was laid out on 

May 20, 1837. The initial railroad line through Charleston, the Cairo 

and Fulton [Arkansas] Railroad was completed in 1859. This line con 

nected Charleston with Bird's Point on the Mississippi River to the east. 

Across the river at Cairo, Illinois, the line met, via steam ferry, the 

terminus of the Cotton Belt, or St. Louis and Southwestern Railroad.

After the Civil War the Cairo and Fulton Railroad was acquired by the 

St. Louis,and Iron Mountain Railroad and was extended to Texarkana, 

Arkansas. "In 1874 the St. Louis and Iron Mountain and the Cairo and

Fulton companies were consolidated to fgrm the 

Mountain and Southern Railway Company."
,5

St. Louis, Iron

The intersecting line at Charleston was originally the Belmont,Branch of 

the St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad, constructed in 1869. At Bel 

mont this line connected, via steam ferry, with Columbus, Kentucky and 

the western terminus of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad giving connections 

to the southeastern United States and the Gulf. The intersection of 

these lines strengthened Charleston as a railroad transfer point and 

trade center, slightly removed from the mosquito-infested, lowlands of 

the railroad transfer yards near the river.
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Concealed

Structural system

The brick exterior walls support the wood-frame roof system. 5 

steel beams span the window and door openings.

Porches

The seven foot roof overhang serves as a continuous shelter surrounding the 

depot. At the west end, overlooking the intersection of the two lines, a 

22' x 24' open pavilion is roofed over. A covered passage, separating the 

two easternmost rooms, eases access to both sides of the building.

The building has two brick chimneys with cut stone caps. One chimney serves 

the isolated eastern room. The second serves the remainder of the building.

All openings are framed in dark-colored wood.

Doorways and doors. The six exterior doorways have paneled wood doors, 

with a single light transom above, and limestone veneer masking the steel 

lintels. The four original service doorways for baggage and express rooms 

are seven feet wide. They have five-light transoms, limestone veneer over 

the steel lintels, and cast iron jamb guards.

Windows. Windows throughout are wood-framed, doubl:e-hung sash type, with 

one light in each sash. Most windows have a one-light transom. The 

wainscotting serves as a continuous sill for most windows. Three smaller 

windows on eastern, exterior walls lack transoms, and have stone sills above 

the wainscotting. Four, paired windows in the south wing were altered to 

freight doorways by removal of window mulliotis, frames and sash.

Roof

A broadly overhanging hipped roof covers the major portion of the depot. 

It is intersected by the south wing's hipped roof, and the jerkinhead 

dormer type roof over the exterior projection of the office, on the north 

side. On the south slope of the main roof, a small, louvered dormer is
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centered over the covered passage.

The roof is framed in wooden members, sheathed in boards, and covered with 

red terra cotta tiles. Generously proportioned (3"4" high, 3 feet long), 

dark brown, wood brackets ornament the roof overhang, lending charm to the 

building.

Ornament

An ornamental ventilation opening occurs on the upper wall of the dormer 

above the agent's office. The opening has wooden louvers set behind an 

wrought iron grill. Panels of brick laid in a diagonal pattern flank the 

opening.

INTERIOR

Floor Plans

Basement. A basement occurring under the baggage room only provides space 

for the heating plant. Stairs for access to this area are located along 

the east wall of the baggage room.

First story. The one-story structure includes five primary interior rooms  

a separate express room at the extreme east end, a baggage room, a waiting 

room and office. A second, and larger, waiting room, located in the south 

wing, was altered to a baggage or freight room, and the originally separate 

"colored" and "white" waiting rooms were combined. Two sets of toilet 

facilities were also included.

APPURTENANT STRUCTURES

Buildings related to the depot, including a baggage house and freight depot 

to the northwest of the depot, have been razed.

SITE

The depot occupies the western point of a triangular tract of land defined 

on the northwest and southwest by railroad tracks, and on the east by 

Heggie Street. The depot is surrounded by a brick platform. A graveled, 

circle drive, filling most of the triangular site, serves the depot from 

the street.
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The building is presently in deteriorated condition, especially with regard 

to the window glass which has been completely broken out by vandals. The 

roof tiles have also been vandalized, notably on the west roof slope.

Portions of the brick platform have been taken up. 

partially removed.

The interior finish is

Aside from this deterioration, the building is in sound structural condition 

and has been little altered from its original configuration. The former 

"white" waiting room was altered, as noted, for a freight room, or similar, 

non-passenger use. The building is now empty. Restoration and adaptive use 

plans are under preparation?by the Mississippi County Historical Society.

FOOTNOTES

1. W.J. Burton, "History of the Missouri Pacific Railroad,"

(St. Louis, Missouri: Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, 1956), 

pp. I-IV (Unpublished manuscript, extensive history of the railroad, 

commissioned by the company, and written by a former employee after 

his retirement.)

cf. also Margaret Louise Fitzsimmons, "Railroad Development in 

Missouri 1860-1870" (Unpublished Master's thesis, Washington 

University, St. Louis, Missouri, 1931), pp. 310-323.

2. Missouri Pacific Railroad Company (St.Louis Iron Mountain and 

Southern Railway), drawings for passenger station at Charleston, 

Missouri, dated November 21, 1916, on file at the Missouri Pacific 

Railroad office, St. Louis, Missouri.

3. Cf. The Charleston [Missouri] Republican. April 5, 1917, p. 1. 

The Enterprise-Courier [Charleston, Missouri], April 26, 1917, 

Section 2, p. 1; July 5, 1917, p. 10; and November 8, 1917, p. 1.

4. Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, drawings, November 21, 1916.

5. Ibid.
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In 1879, the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern Railroad was included 

in the railroad consolidation headed by the Missouri Pacific Railroad, or 

"Southwestern Railway System," under the leadership of Jay Gould.^

The Depot

The present depot structure at Charleston was constructed in 1917. It 

replaced an earlier depot, dating from approximately the 1860's, which had 

been constructed of frame, board and batten, with shutters at the windows, 

a wood plank platform sheltered by a roof overhand, and a picket fence.

Drawings for the new depot, on file at the Missouri Pacific Railroad Com 

pany offices in St. Louis, Missouri, are dated November 21, 1916. Newspaper 

accounts report the new, brick depot was under construction in 1917,9 

and was completed in November, 1917 at a total cost of approximately 

$25,000.10

Duncan and Company of St. Louis were awarded the construction contract in 

December, 1916.11

The new depot was a source of local pride as-stated in a resolution passed 

by the Charleston City Council expressing appreciation to the Missouri 

Pacific Railroad Company for the "vast improvements just completed in its 

passenger terminals. . . a most substantial and commodious depot in the 

City of Charleston, and . . . [the] beautified. . . grounds. . . . "12

The Charleston depot typifies the small railroad station design described 

by John A. Droege, General Superintendent of the New York, New Haven and 

Hartford Railroad, in his book, Passenger Terminals and Trains. 1916. 

The date of publication coincides with the design date for the Charleston 

depot, but earlier Missouri Pacific 'stations of 1900-1914 also 

incorporate these features.

The Charleston depot is one of a series built by the Missouri Pacific Rail 

road, replacing earlier depots constructed 1860-1880. Files at the Mis-   

souri Pacific Railroad Office in St. Louis, Missouri, list approximately 

50 depots of moderate size constructed in the first 20 years of the 

twentieth century in Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Louisiana. Many 

of these stations are still standing. As a group they exhibit characteristic 

features cited by Droege and they manifest a "company image."
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The characteristic features include. ^

1) The prevalent .use of standard designs, with variation?, for depots 

constructed by one railroad company.

2) The replacement of early, wood-frame structures with buildings of 

brick, stucco, concrete, terra cotta, or stone construction.

3) The tendency to favor dark colors and stone, terra cotta and 

concrete trim.

4) The use of red tile roofs.

5) The use of wide overhanging eaves.

6) The substitution of reinforced concrete with tile surface floors 

for wood floors.

7) Interior wainscotting.

8) The use of central heat rather than stoves.

9) The inclusion of a basement to house the heating plant.

10) The use of sidewalks surrounding the depot.

11) The construction of combination passenger and freight depots in 

towns of moderate size rather than separating these functions 

into two structures as was sometimes done in earlier stations.

12) The placement of the agent's office near the center of the building 

with a projecting bay window on the track side giving the agent a 

view of the tracks.

13) Including a provision for ease of access by trainmen into the agent's 

office without having to go through the waiting room.

The depot at Charleston includes each of these features.
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The building lies on the boundary of the West Side urban renewal project, 

N. R-119, Area No. 2, in Charleston, Missouri. The Neighborhood Develop 

ment Program of the project was approved August 1, 1972. The surrounding 

area is included in the urban renewal plan which includes large-scale 

clearance, and new development. As the depot building is structurally 

sound, it is not included in the clearance project, and will become 

eligible for development work under the urban renewal program.14

The Missouri Pacific Railroad Company has sold the building to the 

Mississippi County Historical Society for use as a museum. 15 Tj,e ian(j 

remains in the ownership of the railroad which leases it to the histori 

cal society.

The museum collection will feature papers and memorabilia of the 

administration of Missouri Governor Warren E. Hearnes whose home is in 

Charleston.16

The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on the selection of 

sites as they relate to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in 

Missouri's "Comprehensive Statewide Historic Preservation Plan." The 

Missouri Pacific Railroad depot at Charleston is therefore being nomin 

ated to the National Register of Historic Places under the Transportation 

Theme Study because 1) it demonstrates the importance of its locale as 

an intersection on the Missouri Pacific Railroad system, and 2) it 

typifies the Missouri Pacific Railroad depot design of the early twentieth 

century.

FOOTNOTES

1. Robert Sidney Douglass, ed. History of Southeast Missouri (Cape

Girardeau, Missouri: Ramfre Press, 1961, reprint of original 1912 ed.) 

p. 179.

2. Ibid., p. 287.

3. W. J. Burton, "History of the Missouri Pacific Railroad" (St. Louis, 

Missouri: Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, 1956), p. III.

4. Ibid.

5. Ibid.
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