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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {{f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

Fort Davidson is located in the Clark National Forest at Filot
Knob, Missouri. The fort was originally protected by a nine

foot earthen wall, surrounded by a moat. Today, the wall is about
five feet high and the moat is overgrown with shrubs and trees.

‘The fort still retains its original hexagonal outline. The dia-

meter is 200 feet as measured from the inside base of the north wall
to the inside base of the south wall., The oval crater within the
walls is 50 feet wide and 100 feet long. This depressed area was
formed by the explosion of the powder magazine on September 27, 1864.

In 1864, Fort Davidson guarded the northern approach to the Arcadia
Valley which was surrounded by mountains 600 feet in height., The
fort stood 300 yards from the base of Filot Knob Nountain and 1,000
yards from the gap betwsen Shepherd's and Pilot Knob Fountains.
(Richa§d S. Brownlee, State of Missouri, Official HManual, 1961-62,
ps 17.

>

The rifle parapets stood nine feet above the plain and allowed a
¢lear view in each direction., The dry moat surrounding the fort
was seven feet deep and ten feet wide. Cannon were mounted on the
parapet on wooden battery platforms. (Richard 3. Brownlee, State
of Missouri, Official Manual, 1961-62, p. 18.)

"The only shell proof structure within the fort was a deep, earth-
covered powder magazine.' The defeat of Fort Davidson was only a
matter of time when proper artillery was mounted against it. Being
a circular target, the fort would have to surrender as soon as the
enemy mounted their artillery on the mountains and from this vantage
point, trained down on its walls. (Richard S. Brownlee, State of
Missouri, Official Manual, 1961-62, p. 18.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Davidson is significant as the scene of the Civil YWar Battle
of Filot Knob which took. place on September 27, 1864, Tuis battle
was the turning point of Confederate Major-General Sterling Price's
campaign in Missouri, DBecause of Price's defeat, he was unable to
accomplish any significant military objectives in liissouri and

was gradually forced into a defensive position by the Union forces.

The fort was constructed in 1863 by General J.W. Davidson, a
commander of the Southeast Missouri District. (State Historical
Society of Missouri, Historiec Sites File: Iron County.) The
fort is situated on a level plain near Pilot Knob, Misscuri and
is encircled by mountains 600' in height. The hexagonal shaped
fort had earthen walls 9' hish which allowed a clear field of
fire in each direction for about 900 yards. It was originally
planned as one of three forts, the other two being on the sur-
rounding mountains; but these were never constructed. (Richard

' Sé Brownlee, State of Missouri, Official dManual, 1961-62, pp.l7,
18.)

In the fall of 1864, Confederate forces were on the defensive.
Chances of Confederate victory anpeared slim except in the trans-
Mississippi region where relatively few Union troops were gar-
risoned. (Cyrus Feterson and Joserh Mills Hanson, Filot Knob,

The Thermopylae of the West, 1914, p. 2%,) Price's army, com-
posed of three cavalry divisions, numbered approximately 9,000
men. 'Most of the troopers wore only shirts and pants, stained

a grey-yellow with butternut dye, and over half of them were bare-
foot. ...They had been hardened in the fierce fires of war and
only the courageous and the strongest physically were left." Cnce
the army entered iissouri, the men were to live off the land.
(Richard S. Brownlee, State of iissouri, Official Kanual, 1961-62,
pp. 9, 11, 12, 25.)
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Price planned to attack St. Louis, but because he received exag-
gerated reports of the troop strength there, he decided to move
West and take the casier target of Fort Davidson, He knew the
fort had a small defending force, and he could cubt off reinforce-~
ments by destroyinz the Iron Ipuntain R & R, Also, an easy vic-
tory would provide a needed morale boost for his own troops.
(Richard S, Brownlee, State of Missouri, Official Henual, 1961~
62, p. 15 )

Union officers, Brigadier Gencral Thomas Ewing and Colonel Thomas
C. Fletcher were sent out from St., Louis to the fort to ascer-
tain the troop movements of the Confederates., When the army was
discovered, hurried preparations were made by the Union troops
who numbered approximately 1,000, (Richard S, Brownlee, State
of Missouri, Official ;anual 196162, pe 1h,

The battle began at 2:00 on the afternoon of Septenmber 27, 1868},
The Confederates planned an immediate frontal assault. Price
refused to delay an additional 2l hours until artillery could
be set up on the mountains during the night., This proved to be
a grave error because the fort would have been forced to sur-
render with Gonfederate artillery overlooking its walls, 4As it
happened, the Union artillery and riflemen commanded the plain
and the Confederates were easy targets. Price's ariny advanced
to within thirty yards of the fort before the charge faltered
and fell back, As the army retreated, the Union riflemen in-
flicted their greatest damage by shooting the fleeing men in the
backe "In twenty minutes Sterling Frice had over a thousand of-
ficers and men killed and wounded.”™ (Richard S, Brownlee, State
of Missouri, Official Hanual, 1951-62, pp. 23, 27.)

Ewing lost 75 men and determined to evacuate the fort that night
because he knew the Confederates would have artillery on the moun-
tains before morning. At midnight, Ewing and his men maffled the
wagon wheels and horses! hooves with burlap sacks, left the fort
and passed safely through the Confederate lines heading north on
the Potosi Road. (Richard S. Brownlee, State of Mlssourl Official
Marual, 1961-862, pp. 29, 30.)

This defeat was a great blow to the Confederate cause., The battle
delayed Price and provided the time for St. Louis and Jefferson
City to be reinforced., This foiled Price's plans for a quick
victory in Missouri.
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