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The Benoist house is a two story Italianate style stone house, 
asymrootrical plan, approximately 111 11 shaped, with four story· 
tower at center front (east) side. House was designed by 
prominent St. Louis architect George Ingham Barnett in early 
1850s and built before 18.51!, t..'1e year it was first listed in 
the St. louis City Directory. (St. Iouis County Historic 
Buildings Survey, Photograph-Data Book Report, "Oakland" 
prepared by Hrs. Ethel Konzelman, researcher, St. Louis .County 
Park Department, 1967.) 

House is large with approximate exterior dimensions of 50 x 60 
feet, excluding porc,1es. Louis Auguste Benoist built the 
house just outside the southwest boundary of the City of St. 
Louis to serve as his country home. The estate originally 
had 4B5 acres, in two parcels (see site plan based on Historic 
Arrerican Buildings Survey Site Location Hap). The home was 
built on the highest poiJ1t of ground within the property. 
(St. Louis Co1mt0, Historic Buildings Survey, Photograph-Data 

· Book Report, "Oakland" prepared by 111:'s. Ethel Konzelman, 
researcher, St. Louis County Park Department, 1967.) 

The mass of the building includes: (1) A tt,o story block 
at the south side under a ridge roof with long dime.'lsion 
oriented east and west. . East and west gable ends have full 
return cornice and central circular windows in each pediment. 
(2) A two stor-.1 block at north side under a hipped roof with 
long dimension oriented north and south. (3) A two story 
11 111 e).-tension to the· rear (west), apparently original. (4) The 
tower, previously mentioned. 

Walls are of locally quarried white limestone, rough cut and 
random laid on all sides. Corners are accentuated with stones 
larger than those in middle sections of wall. Belt course of 
smooth-finish, square-cut stone rims base of wall just above 
foundation. 

South and north blocks of house a..,d tower e:diibit full entab­
lature with wide overhanging cornice ornamented by elaborate 
scroll brackets, and dentil blocks. Rear 111 11 entablature is 
more plaii.-i:. 

Minor e:densions of the rrain block of the house include: 
(1) Wooden canopy prote::ting the main entrance (east) having 
round arched openings I!hic:i face nort..'1, east and south. 
(2) Bay windows, rectangular in plan, one on first floor of 
east gable end wall and one on west gable end wall of south 
block of house. Both bays have a bracketed cornice and a 
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Primary significance of "Oakland", the Louis Auguste Benoist 
country residence, is that it is one of the few examples of 
the architectural designs of Gee ge fagham Barnett which remain 
in excellent condition, Barnett was one of the earliest pro­
fessional architects of enduring stature in St, Louis. "Tower 
Grove", another exan::ple of his design, is the former country 
residence of St. IDuis businessrnan and amateur botanist, 
Henry Shaw, founder of the Missouri (Shaw's) Bota.-u.cal Garden, 

The house is a superb e,:anple of a popular mid-nineteenth 
century architectural revival style, the Italianate, or Italian 
Villa style. The surround:ine; grounds are preserved in semi­
original form although now used as a cemetery. 

The original builder and mmer, Louis Auguste Benoist was a 
prominent citizen of St, Louis where he based his successful 
banking operations. The son of a Canadian trader, Benoist was 
born in St, Louis, Hissouri in 1803, As a young man he studied 
law there in two different offices, finishing his studies in 
1823, He then visited Europe to look after family property, 
When he returned to St. Louis, he opened a broker's office. 
Shortly thereafter, in 1832, he established the city's first 
banking office, -

In 1838 his banking business w?s well established, and he 
opened a branch in New Orleans, At his death in 1869, his 
fortune was estimated to exceed three million dollars. In his 
will he left thirty t.'1ousand dollars for the maintenance of 
"Oakland", (St. IDuis County Historic Buildings Survey, 
Photograph-Data Dock Report, ''Oakland" prepared by Hrs, Ethel 
Konzelrnan, researcher, St. Louis County Park DepartllBnt, 1967.) 

The house nm, servils as a superintendent's residence and 
administration building for Iakewood Park Cerretery. The building 
was included in the Historic Antlrican Buildings Survey measured 
drawing project in the summer of 1967. -
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LOUJS A. BEHOJST HOUSE 

roof balcony with wooden railing. Original configuration of 
glass panels and mouldings is intact on the rear (west) bay, 
but altered to a French door on the east (front) bay. 
(3) The length of first floor sout.'l side has five French doors 
opening onto a colonnaded porch having hipped roof and supported 
by square columns and ornamental braces. (4) F.ast face of 
tower's fourth floor level has wooden balcony intact, Similar 
balconies originally projected from each face of the tower at 
fourth floor level. 

House has window a."ld door openings of both keystone arch and 
lintel types, Linteled square openings predon:inate on the 
first floor, Keystone arch wind°'1 and door openings are pri­
marily on t.'ie second floor, Windows were originally protected 
by shutters 1-1llich are now missing, 

Roofing material altered from origL'la.l. Standing seam 11Btal 
roof cO'l'ers south porch at present. Roof peak of tower was 
originally o~namented with a finial which has been removed, 

House is well maintained and in excellent condition at present, 

L-----------------·----------------------------
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Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Benoist, Louis Auguste, House 

City or Vicinity: Affton 

County: St. Louis County State: 
 
MO 

Photographer: Paul Piaget 

Date 
Photographed: 1967 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 3. Looking W, view of façade (E wall). Features left to right: (1) colonnaded S porch, (2) altered 
bay window on E gable end wall of the S block, (3) main entranceway on first floor of four story tower 
and (4) N block. 
2 of 3. Looking SW, view of NE corner of the house. Façade (E wall) and tower at left, N wall of N 
block at center, and N wall of “L” extension at right. 
3 of 3. Looking NE, view of bay window with original configuration of glass and moldings on W (rear) 
gable end wall of S block. A portion of the S wall of the “L” extension is at left. 










