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French colonial cedar Poteaux-sur-solle house, main floor with 

attic and cellar (ca. It)00). Exterior walls are covered with 

weatherboarding, painted white. Roof is supported by original 

Norman truss. Hips of original hip roof were extended, at 

unknown date, to form full end gable walls with windows. Roof 

rafters in area of extension constructed of 2 x 1) inch lumber 

instead of the type of hewn beams used elsewhere in the roof 

framework.

One original case-lent window is on west wall of house and opens 

onto the rear galerie. All other windows in house converted to 

double-hung sash.

Several interior partitions added subdividing the original space 

of both the chaabre, located to the right (north) as one enters 

front door, and the salle de milieu, on the left (south) of front 

door entry. The central hall or passageway connects east and 

west outside entrance doors.

Facade (east) and rear (west) galeries five bays wide. Rear 

galerie no-,-.1 glassed in sun porcITI North end of rear (west) 

galerie was enclosed to provide former kitchen which is now 

used as dining roon.

Two story brick slavequarters with ridge roof attached to rear 

(west) of former kitchen (originally north portion of rear 

galerie), forming an "L" with main block and rear galerie of 

house. . .

A brick, 20 x 30 feet two story barn (converted to guest house) 

located at southwest comer of property. Barn dates 30-!jO years 

later than main house.

The property was extensively renovated in 1931 by the_ present 

owner and her husband, Hr. and Krs. Jules Felix Valle, Jr.
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The Guibourd House and grounds survive as part of the first 

permanent French settlement in Missouri. Although gables, 

window sash, clapboard, etc. have been changed on this French 

colonial structure, the house and property remain a superb 

example of French colonial period architecture and domestic 

planning in the :2.ssissippi Valley.

Jacques Dubreuil CJuibourd acquired title to the property in 

1.199. He had been a slave holder in Santo Bord.ngo to which 

he care fro:; Angers, France. In Santo Doinir.go he served as 

secretary to a wealthy planter. Having left Santo Iiordr.go 

during a slave uprising in the 17?0s, he settled in Ste. 

Genevieve.. Here, he married and became an active participant 

in the life of the town, serving on the territorial district 

court and as trustee of the Ste. Genevieve Acadeny. (Firrdn 

A. Hosier, hosier's History of the early sett.ler.ent of the 

Ilississippi J/allcy, lego, pp. 12ii-12?.;———————————
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1. Allied Engineers & Architects, 

Master Plan for Res tor a1
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Investigation and Develo^nent of

:ion, Ste. Genevieve, Missouri.
(St. touis, Missouri: Hslljiiuth, Obata & Kassabaum, Inc., 

1966). 

2. Franzwa, Gregory I-!., The Story of Old Ste. Genevieve. (St. Louis,
Missouri: Patrice ?ress, 196?;. 

Numerous photos and fairly lengthy description of house 

and its history, but garnered from several other sources 

and undocumented. Intended to be a tour guide.
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Lightf oot, Krs. Zoe Valle, The Tale of Ste. Genevieve. 

(Courtesy of Jules F. Valle, Ste. Genevieve, 

Missouri, n. pub., n.d.). Biographical inforrnation 

on Guibourd.

Peterson, Charles E., "French Houses of the Illinois Country," 

Mjssouriar.a, Vol. 10, Ho. 10, August-September, 1938.

il. roof truss, Guibourd house. 

______., "A Guide to Ste. Genevieve," Jefferson National

Expansion lie.ncrial, United States Department of the 

Interior, 1939.

______., "A Guide to Ste. Genevieve," Jefferson National 

Expansion Memorial, United States Department of the 

Interior, 19hO.

_____., "Early Ste. Genevieve and Its Architecture," The 

" Missouri Historical Revie'.:, Vol. 35> Ho. 2, January,

ISlil, ppV 207-212.

____ ., "The Houses of French in St. Louis," included in 

———— j0jm Francis KcDermott (ed.), The French jr. the

Mississippi Valley. (Urbana, 111.: University of 

Illinois Press, 1965).

Extensive article en the types of buildings 

erected by the French in. the iassissippi Valley. 

Rozier, Fir:.iin A., Rozier's History of the Sarly Settlement

of the I-qsgissippi Valley. (St.' louls: G. A. Pierrot & 

Son, printers, 1390,1.

I-fentions Guibourd several times, pp. 12li-l?-7. 

10. V.'oran's Club of Ste. Cenevieve, The., Historical Highlights of

Ste. Genevieve. 1735-1955. (Ste. Cenevieve, iissouri: 

The ".'ibman'a Club of ote. Genevieve, 195i))«

Statei'.ent, p, 37, that Guibourd "owned a tan 

yard on the present Jules (Felix) Valle property."
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Guibourd House

Additional sheet (1) pertaining to item ?• Photograph.

GUIBOURD HOUSE. NW cor Fourth and Merchant streets, Ste. 
Genevieve, Mo.

View from southeast.

•••{^••H glossy print, State Historical Society of Missouri 
photographic file, Ste. Genevieve County, Guibourd House. 
This photograph was published in Charles Peterson's article in 
the Missouri Historical Heview, vol. 35, no. 2, January, 
op. p. 223, and probably dates from his research at Ste. 
Genevieve in the late 1930s.


