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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGCE

At the hei-ht of operation (1863-1972), the illaramec Iron Works
was a densely vopulated area of 300 people, most of whom were
erployed at the Iron Vloerks. During this period there were
forty-two industrial, commercisl and residential buildings
within this iron werks corplex.

At present, the histeric structures remaining within the district

are the stack of the cold-tlast furnace, five relinery forge
staclks, and the following three direllings: the lararec House,
lieDole Cabin, and the Jolley Cabin,

3 o

The cold-blast charcoal furnace was built in 1357 to replace
a2 sraller one built in 1828, The fi.nace stack faces north-
east. Stack is constructed of cut sandstone blocks, stands
35 feet high and has a fire brick -imrall, Furnace stack is
topped by a briclk gas chimney, 25 feet 3 inches high, exbtending
the-eerplete—strusture to-a-heirhth of 60 feet § inches.
Purnace was originally enclosed on the front {northeast) by
a wooden frame casting-house and on the rear (southwesi) by
a bridre house, both of which no longor stand. The bridge
house enclesed a tinber trestle bridge which connected the
furnace with its rair materisl stock pile.

The five refinery forges, located scutheast of the blast
furnace, converted the vig iron from the furnace into wrought
iron bars or "blooms". Tach refinery force stood about 22 feet
high, was constructed of cut sandstone blocks, and had a brick
gas chimney., Originally the forze stacks were enclosed by a

frarme structurs.

N

taramec Soring, located scubts of this industrial cerplex, was
the scurce of power Zor the iron works., This spring has an
average daily discharge of 95,300,000 gallons and conbtinues

w over the original rock-Uill dam, 138 dam was buil
to flow over the original rock-Cill dam., This dam was built
to divert the spring water into twn rain mill races, which
carried water to the furnace, forges end grist mill,

- s . - 1 . ~

The aramec iron orec pit is lecated i mile west of the furnace.

Ore is hematite with very 1ittle phosghorous. COre pit is ovoid

in shape having a major nortavest-southeast asxis of 350 feet

and a minor northeast-southwest axis of 250 feet, Pit is 75

feet deep. IDbst unusual feature of the rine 1s the central

cone or "horse of rock, which is 75 to 100 feet in diameter

at base. A _heollow runs from fheere—pib-te dhe-furnace-area,
‘\77'1-6'&41 o @ o llece bt Aeiiicsy ol Cue /.:'?é.'ff e X
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGE (Include Personages, Dates, Evants, Ete.)

lararmec Iron Works District is Xissocuri's most corplete
surviving exawple of an earl lar.e-scale iren industry.
Iron was produced at this « orls from 1826-1376. During
this time, thers were other large iron producling districts

=]
in Misscuri; but this works was the largest and riost productive.

The surviving structures within this distirict are unigue in
both guaniity and quality as a result of the conlinued efforts
of the wwner to preserve the district and its artifactual con-
tents. The distriet is owned and naintained by the Janes
Foundation, which has resiored the existing ircn-preducing
sbructurea. HNo atterpt has been made to restore the entire
industrial cormplex.

Thomas Jares and SsmueW'Thfsev wno had both vorked in the
iron indusiry in Chio, established the Maramece Iron Works in
1326, The rajor 1rcn-ploquclnb portion of the industrial com-
plex was complebed by 1529, In the early years of operation,
cariel lassey suvpervised the Iron Vorks in idssouri, while
Jares remained in Chio. 1In 18L3 Thomas James sent his son,
William, to the works; and oy 1Ch7 William had purchased
lsesey's share of the business, The VWorks prospered during
the Civil Var and in 187! dares erccted the Ozark Furnace, a
-0t=blast Turnace locsasted about 50 wiles west of laramec.

in the early 187C's, the decline in iron pr*cmc and the dis-
covery of rich ireoun den nuxts in the Iake Superior region,
initiated the decline of Fararee as tne leading iron producer
in Ifissouri. In 1878 the Moramec furnace uss shut down and
in 1877, the Ozark Turnzce was alsc closed.

The Faramec Iron vorks District wag the major center of erploy-
rent, cormerce, and settlerent in Southeast lMdssouri in the
carlyrtoamid-19th century,. The distrizt attracted skilled

-

workers dnd thelr families to a once sparsely settiled arca.
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The lararec House was built in 18LS by William Jarmes.

added after a Tire in 1356, Interior constructicn is

hand~hewn oak 3" by &' timbers used as rafters, sills
o

- o i . .
nlates. MHost wall studs are 22" by 5" ocak tircer (sawed
v d -
or hand-hevm). Floors are 1" by 8" or 1" by 6" pine with

2" potching on underside where joined to floor joists.

Interior walls are surfaced with vlaster and wood lath.
Sore plaster board additions are in evidence. Intericr has
three fireclaces. One has 60" wide by 60" high fire box
with iron arch support, made at laramec Iron Works. Two
other fireplaces have 36" wide by 36" high fire boxes,
pack-to-baci, with toth flues in one chirney. IFxtterior of
house is covered with B" teveled siding, All doors are
reised panel, 1 1/8" thick, “Tindows have six over six
light, sash, House rests on rock foundziien, has been
nodernized with plusbing, heating and electricity., It is
currently occupied.

The McDole Cabin was built in 1843 by Joseph . ledole,
apprentice blackswith a% the Iron VWorks. It is a crne-stery
frare house with central rock chinney, back-to-back fire-
boxes, ore in each of the two original roors. House has
clapboard sidirgz, ridse rcof, and a two~room addition on
the rear., Housc has been modernized wit: plumbing, heating,
and electriclity and is currenvly occupled.

Cabin was built in 18L8 by William B. Jelley,
beokieeper at the Ir-n Works, It is a ong-stcry frare
house with a central rock chirmey, back-to-bacly firehouss,
cne in each of the two original rooms., Has clapboard
siding, lean-tc addition at the rear (south) and rests on
a rock foundation. Has been rodernized with plurbing,
heating, and electricity. It is currently occupied.

The Jolley

-

1
oer Cil

.
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MARATIRG TRON WORKS DISTRICT

As tre industrial corglex expanded, a market center for the
produce of the local farrers developed. Farm products and
cut tinber were exchanged for general supplies and various
cast-iron products, such as plows, dutch ovens and skillets.

The Iron Works was also significant in the developrment of
tissouri rozds. lost early roads in Scutheast fissouri and
the surrounding area were orilented to and from the Ircn
Works. Products of iron were hauled over these roads o
distant merkets and outlet stores located at stratesic geo-
graphical points, Alsc, the iron rcads connected the Iron
Works to peoints on the lidssourl and ississippi Hivers.,
From these points, iron ore and iron products were shipped
to 3t. Louis znd points farther east,

As an indusirial cormplex, Maramec Iron Jorks District is
the best exarple of lidssouri's early iron manufscturing
erforts,
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Morris, James D., frontier Iron, The llaramec Iron Works
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MARAMEC IRON WORKS HISTORIC DISTRICT
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DATE OF REC. IN D.C.: 04-08-69
DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: 04-16-69
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- Maramec Iron Works Historic District is Missouri's-mest complete-surviving - — -
example of an early, large-scale iron industry. Iron was produced at this
works from 1826-1876. During this time, there were other large iron

producing districts in Missouri; but this works was the largest and the most
productive.
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