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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wornall House is an "I"-shaped two story brick Greek Revival
building, built in 1858, House faces west onto Wornzll Road.
House and lot, now within Kensas City, were criginally part of
1100 acre plantation., Curved carriage drive to front entrance
was replaced in 1910 with single street-to-door sidewallk,

West facade of house is symmetrical with large, central two-story
poertico supperted by four giant-order square celums at front

of porch, placed two on either side of front door. Under portico,
front door surrounded by lights and wrought iron balecony projecting
from facade at second floor door. Painted wood colwms, pediment,
and cornice with wide frieze which extends arcund house, Windows
on facade double hung, six over six licht sash, with unusual feature
being window frames slightly more narruu at top than =t bottom,
accentuating vertical proporticns of facade. Three fireplace
chirmey stacks extend above roof line at north and south sides of
main block of house and at center of ell.,

Forch on south wall of ell originally an open gallery with exposed
access stair to second floocr porch., First and second story porches
enclosed and stalirway reworked in 1910 remodelling, now beling
restered to original form. PRear or east porch on ell a 1910
replacerent of original,

Six rooms on each flecor; cellar under kitchen, the east room of
ell, with access by trap door in kiichen floor, Central foyer
houses wall~supported "U'-plan stairway.

Wornall household posséséicns include portraits of Jcohn B, Wornall
and wife Roma and two steel engravings, all by Missouri artist
George Caleb Bingham.

Wornall house now being restored by Jacksen County Historical Society,
John A, Huffman, restoration architect.
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fornall House is reputedly oldest surviving residence of historical
significance in Kansas City. It is alsc architecturally impor-
tani as one of earliest in its area 1o be built in Greek Revival
style, then popular east of Mississippi River.

Doring the Civil War Kansas-Missouri border conflict (1861),
Yornall house used as headquariers of Union Colonel Charles Jennison,
Seventh Kansas Cavalry. On August 25, 1863 "General Order Murber
Eleven" of Union CGeneral Thomas Ewing required evacuatlon of all
southern sympathizers, Accordingly, house vacated by Wornall
family after John B. Wornall failed to demonstrate Union loyalties.
Tn Battle of Westport (Cctober 23-2L, 1863), Wornall house used

as hospital and headquarters, first by Confederate then by Union
troops. Union offersive to gain conbrol of house still evidenced
by shot pock marks on exterior walls, (History and Directory of
Cass County, Missouri, Harrisenville, Missouri: Cass County Leader,
T908, pp. J22~128; John Edwards Hicks, "Frontier Cabins Give Way
to Gracious Home," Kansas City Times, July 7, 1965, p. 28.)

Wornall house owned and built by John Bristow Wornall, a native of
Kentucky and resident of Westport after 18h3, Wornall, a prosperous
farmer and prominent citizen in Westport community, served as
President of National Bank of Kansas City, Moderator of the (Baptist)
Blue River Association, and Chairran of Board of Tructees of

William JewellCollege, ILiberty, Missouri., Wornall Road, currently

a Kansas City arterial, named for John B, Wornall, (John Edwards
lHicks, "Frontier Cabins Give Way to Gracious Home," Kansas City
Times, July 7, 1965, p. 28.) -

Wornall house architecture atiributed tc Asa Beebe Cross, rencwned
Kansas City architect for thirty years, and purported to be his
first house in the area. This well-known point of local signifi-
cance now under question. (see Katherine N. Taggart, Historian

of Jackson County Historical Society, "The Resesrch Histcrian,"
Skylines: lMidwest Architect, October-loverber, 1967, p. 10.)

House occupied by John B, Wornall descendants until early 1960s when
acouired by Jackscn County Historical Society for restoration as
historic house museum,
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MNATIONAL REGISTER VERIE,

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
ticnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State [ L.ocal

National

Name

Joseph Jaeger, Jr.
Title _Director, Missouri State Park _

Board, and Missouri State Lizison-
: Officer
Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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WORNALL, JOHN B., HOUSE

COUNTY:
LOCATION:

OWNER:
ADDRESS:

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.:

DATE SENT TO JEFF. CITY:

DATE SENT TO D.C.:

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.:

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL mmmmmqmm“

DATE AWARDED CERTIFICATE
(AND PRESENTOR):

DATE FILE REVIEWED:

.

#20

Jackson
146 W 61st Terrace, Kansas City, Mo. 64111

Jackson County Historical Society
217 N. Main, Independence, Mo. 64050

10-26-68
05-06-69
05-07-69
05-09-69
05-21-69

Milton Perry - Advisory Council member

imr1||||f1-wzmnbmu%amocmmuQMJhnbchmnm«Lﬁum\b_nmm«:mcﬁgHKHDm\hmmAamzom of historical
significance in Kansas City. It is also architecturally important as one of the
earliest in its area to be built in the Greek Revival style, then popular east

of the Mississippi River.
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