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The Anheuser-Busch Brewery occupies a group of some 189 structures covering 142 
acres. Many of the red-brick buildings date before 1900, although no inventory 
of building dates exists at present. The older structures are of a uniformly 
vigorous Romanesque design with square crenelated towers and elaborate details. 

Outstanding is the six-story Brew House, built 1891-92. It is renowned for its 
multi-storied hop chandelier, intricate iron-work, and utilization of natural 
light. The Busch Stable, built 1885, was at one time called, with only slight 
exaggeration, "an Equine Palace," It is built of fine stock brick, on an 
octagonal pattern with liberal ornamentation. The interior recalls a locomotive 
roundhouse, with the stables opening onto a common center. The third and last 
building open to the public is the General Office, built in 1868 as the Lyon 
School. Along with large, complementary additions to its side and rear, it now 
serves as administrative offices for the world's largest brewery. 
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The brewing industry in St. Louis had its inception in the first decade of the 
19th century, but not until the great German migration of the 1840ts did it 
attain major economic importance~ The first lager,...beer brewery was founded 
in 1841 and by 1854 there were 24. The Anheuser~Busch Brewery pioneered in 
the use of new methods of production and distribution. 

HISTORY 

It began in 1852, when Eberhard Anheuser purchased a little brewery on the banks 
of the Mississippi. In 1865 he was joined, as a partner in business by his son­
in-law, Adolphus Busch. Together they set a struggling brewery on its feet. 
Eleven years later, in 1876 Aldolphus perfected Budweiser and as demand for this 
new beer grew, Aldolphus looked for ways to expand its distritution. One for 
which he is especially remembered was the invention of the refrigerated railroad 
car. Not only did this make possible the sale of Budweiser in a several state 
area around the brewery, but it pioneered cross-country shipment of perishable 
goods as well. 

As the company prospered with Budweiser, Anheuser-Busch expanded into new fields. 
Shortly after the turn of the century it began producing soft drinks. In 1923 
it established a corn products division. In 1926, it entered the yeast field 
and today ranks second in the industry. Still later it entered the field of 
pharmaceuticals, pioneering in the development of the important Vitamin B12• 

In~-1·9·55'; ·,.1:0 ··ta-ke·· a place beside Budweiser and Michel ob, Anheuser-Busch introduced 
another be~:r:., 7:~~BSH Bavarian. It was also in the fifties that the company felt 
increasing., need,.f©:r; additional breweries and in 1951 one was built in Newark, New 
Jersey. Irti~)'5'j ··~~other was completed in Los Angeles. And in 1959 still another 
~ent ,up }'?-}t,IJ..1P~

1
~if)orida. Today, the annual shipping capacity of Anheuser-Busch 

1s 11 million barrdls. 

' Besides being the /irst brewery to adopt the pastuerization process, the firm also 
pioneered in the use of refrigerator cars to ship beer, and ice-houses for its 
storage, in the southern part of the United States. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The major structures of the Anheuser-Busch Brewery are concentrated in a densely 
packed 142 acre area in south St. Louis. No inventory of building dates for these 
structures exists, except for the three which are open to the public: the General 
Office (Building no. 1 on accompanying Map B, labelled "Anheuser-Busch, Inc." and 
dated March 1972), the stable (Building 140), and the Brew House (Building 36). 
Many of the remaining structures are built of the same red brick as these three. Since 
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it is not at present feasible to distinguish older from newer structures, and 
since the district does in many ways represent an architectural and industrial 
whole, the entire central complex is included in the boundaries. These are 
described by the red line on the accompanying Map B, previously described. 

At the intersection of Lynch Street and Seventh Street, proceed south along 
the western curb of Seventh Street approximately 510' to a point; thence 
east 300' to the western curb of Broadway Street; thence south along the 
western curb of Broadway approximately 960' to the northern curb of Arsenal 
Street; thence west along the northern curb of Arsenal Street approximately 
330' to the western curb of Boulevard Street; thence south along the western 
curb of Boulevard Street 420' to the northern curb of Wyoming Street; thence 
west along the northern curb of Wyoming Street approximately 300' to the 
eastern curb of Ninth Street; thence north along the eastern curb of Ninth 
Street approximately 90' to the northern curb of Wyoming Street; thence west 
along the northern curb of Wyoming Street approximately 690' to the eastern 
curb of Thirteenth Street; thence north along the eastern curb of Thirteenth 
approximately 1770' to the southern curb of Lynch Street; thence east along 
the southern curb of Lynch Street approximately 1680' to the point of origin. 

GPO 892 455 



Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Anheuser-Busch Brewery 

City or Vicinity: St. Louis [Independent City] 

County: St. Louis [Independent City] State: 
 
MO 

Photographer: Anheuser-Busch Brewery, Inc. (unless otherwise noted) 

Date 
Photographed: c. 1895 (unless otherwise noted) 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 4. Facing N to 1868 Main Office-note additions to right and to rear. Photo taken by Anheuser 
Busch Brewery, Inc., circa 1895. 
2 of 4. Facing W to front entrance octagonal 1885 stable. Photo taken by Lloyd Spainhower, c. 1970. 
3 of 4. Facing N to 1868 Main Office – note additions at right and to rear.  
4 of 4. Aerial view, facing NE to Anheuser-Busch Brewery, Stable, Brew House, and Main Office 
outlined in white. Photo taken by Lloyd Spainhower, 1961. 










