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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x' in the appropriate box or by entering the 
information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "NIA" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, 
materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on 
continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

historic name - Grant School 

other namelsite number NA 

2. Location 

street & town 3009 Pennsylvania Avenue NA not for publication 

city or town St. Louis - NA vicinity 

state Missouri code MO county St. Louis(1ndependent City) code 510 zip code 631 03 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certffication 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this IX] nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 

of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

Signature of certifying officialrritle Mark A. MileslDeputy SHPO Date 

ent of Naturd.&Durces 

the property a meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional 

1 Signature of certifying officialrritle Date 

State Federal agency and bureau 

rn~.aU.on*, .... .,,.>, .;. i. ..,. . .. . 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 
removed from the National 

Register. 
other, (explain:) 

,.". ,. . * . . ~ .  . &  

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Grant School -- 
Name of Property 

St. Louis. (Independent City) MO County, MO 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(check as many boxes as apply) (check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

private 

[XI public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

IX] building(s) 

district 

site 

structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "NIA if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Function 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Education, School 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Late Victorian, Romanesque Revival 

1 0 buildings 

sites 

structures 

obiects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

Current Function 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Vacant 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone 
walls brick 

roof composition shingle 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the histor~c and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

[XIsee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7 



Grant School 
Name of Property 

St. Louis (Independent Citv) Countv, MO 
County and State 

8. Description 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (enter categories from instructions) 
for National Register listing ) 

[XI A Property is associated with events that have made Education 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. Architecture 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply ) 

Property is: 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

Period of Significance 
1893-1 953 

Significant Dates 

Significant Persons 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N A 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

ArchitectlBuilder 
Kirchner, A. H. 

Ittner. William B. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the s~gnificance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

[XISee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, aitlcles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
recordeFby Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

[XI State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 

[XI Other Name of repository: 

St. Louis School Board 

See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9 



Grant School - 
Name of Property 

St. Louis, (Independent City) County, MO 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Approximately 1 .I acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional boundar~es of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

1 115 71411 101317 4121716121210 
Zone Easting Northing 

/ / / / I  / / / / / /  3 /  -- 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 1  1 1 / 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1  
Zone Easting Northing 

4 /  
Zone 

/ / / / /  / / / I / /  
Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
A tract of land being all of Lot 1 of Grant School Apartments as recorded in Plat Book 03292005, Page 0277 of the St. 
Louis Records, located in Block 2063 of the City of St. Louis, Missouri. 

Property Tax No 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
This contains all of the property currently associated with Grant School building. 

a S e e  continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Patrick H. Steele 

organization Preservation Support Services date March 7, 2005 

street & numberP 0 Box 33, 130 E. Main St, telephone 1-573-455-9580 

city or town Westphalia, state MO zip code 65085 

AdditSonal Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
nameltitle G e o r g e  Kruntchev, Cohen Esrey Real Estate Services, Inc. 

street & number 906 Olive Street, Suite 1212 telephone 1-31 4-588-0368 

city or town St. Louis state MO zip code 63101 

Papemork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Ad,  as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden ,Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Sectioq number 7 Page 1 Grant School 
St. Louis, (Independent City) MO 

Trap- 7-1 001 i s  a t t l r p ~  s t o r y  b r i c k  ne jqhborhood  s c h o o l  cornp1e:c i n  ;i working 

Z I ~ S ~ .  nI - . :~nhor t :oca  on ? h ~  s o u t h  side of S t .  L o u i s ,  j u s t  n o r t h  F r a y g i s  at 

3C09 F ' f i ~ i i  :;~i.l.vania 

Aven~: ' - .  : r_ was cons.: ructea i n  t h r e e  p h a s ~ s  s t a r t i n g  wl tk t h e  o r i g i  r:al. f hree 

s:r;ry, 1 :  : p r % r l  r o o f ,  1.2 roorr. F.omanesq~re Rev iva l  s c h o o l  d e s i g n e d  by  .n.. !-1. 
p- ~ & _ ,  : ,- - ", n c - l -  F r i  t h e  r a p i c i l v  d e v e l o p i n q  south s i d e  ne ighborhood.  A s i x  roorn, t h r e e  

sl.c~r) n r ur.4 roof a d d i t i o n ,  d e s i q n e d  hy I.J. B. Ittner w a s  added t o  t t ~ ~  south 

s i d e  ,:5 I ~ h a  o r i q i n a i  s c h o o l  i n  1 9 0 1 .  The f i n a l  e l emen t  was c o n s t r T ~ c t e d  i n  

L9rS l,.hl ' 1  zi 13n9 s t - o r \ ~ ,  flat r o o f e d  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  roorn o f  b u f f  br.i.chwas b u i l t  

I : :  t :>o~l th  end o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  a d d i t i o n .  T h i s  ne ighborhood schc:ol Is 

situ,:::ect $-$r! 3 r a i s e d  lol l  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  oF Pennsy lvan ia  and Cr i ' t enden S t r e e t s  

2nd !naL~:~rns  a  l i m e s t o n e  r e t a i n i n q  w a l l  on t5e main s treet  facades. The 

:)rigir:,lL !;(>usin7 s t n c k  was removed f rom the west  s i d e  ot tnis schorj l  p e r ~ i +  

r h r  r :lr ' r i ~ r t l o n  of a paved p a r k i n q  l o t  and p l ayground  a s  p a r t  of ' t.n 1968 

l r n o r r 7 . m r l  r 1 t 7 .  T h e  s c h o o l  i s  now v a c a n t ,  s u r r o u n d e d  by v;aSle hn71sir . l  s t c c k .  

.-, In? r r  I rl I n;ij ~ o r t : i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n s  f o u r  cl .assrooms per  f l : ~ o r  wl1.h 

cr,??? '-I;. 15, w.i th  the s t a i r s  in t h e  s o u t h  and n o r t h  c r o s s  h a l l .  F e n e s t r a t i o n  

iejtl~r,-..c : h r e ~ =  wi.ndoc!s i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  each  classrocm w i t h  a smai l c r  window i n  

[~a . -h  ::I: ' i e  wardrobe c l o s e t s  a t  L h n  n o r t h  and south w a l l s ,  h e h i n d  t h e  cross 

hall. - ' ;,> maln f i r s?  f l o o r  windows have  flat window t o o s  w h i l e  t-hr' s e r o n d  

f l ~= .o r  '.;;: -: f z l l  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  brick l i n t e l s  w i t h  carved . s tone p a n e l s .  Erick 

~ r o l u m r a  '-~rne each window on t h e  s econd  floor w h i l e  the t 5 i r d  f l o o r  hqs f l a t  

tnp l..iln,!: :.! npen lngs  t h a t  a r e  capped b y  a stone b e l t  zollrse. A s t o n e  heli 

~ : c ~ ~ ~ r y r  ,=,- ~-1.~t=s as t h e  window sills f o r  t h e  secrrnd and t h i r d  f l o o r  windo:irs. 
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:fi7inar(,~s ' r ~  two l ~ u h t  o v e r  two llqht d o u b l e  hunq s a s h e s .  

'i"11 c ~ r i g i n a l .  roof- of t h i s  1893 b u i l d i n g  w a s  of  slate on wooder I ram!.ng. 

'The :-1-!+e had Seen r e p l a c e d  in 1,968 w i t h  cornposi t - ion shingles t:i- at a r c  now i n  

: P  : i n .  I t  Ls a t r u n c , 3 t ~ c i  h i p  r o o f  w i rh  copue r  f l a s h i n ?  arid r i d q e s .  

The 5.' -1 l i i  r11? f e a t u r e d  tido l.arqc? chimney s t a c k s  w i t h  three f l u e s  p a c h  or1 t h e  

n0rt.k- ?r ! ' . j  cn t h e  so!lt..h s i d e .  A l a r g e  m e t % ! .  chimney hood c o v e r e l  t h e  bps of 
5 .  

.i!...L I,-':J~- z::lrnneys. The 7 r i a i n a l  c o n s t l r u c t i o n  f e a t u r e d  a h i p p e d  c l a z e d  

skyli75' =:t t h e  s o u t h  and n o r t h  ends o f  t h e  s t a i r  c o r r i d o r  on t h e  -;bird f l o o r .  

A rt7:~:-- : . - -? t iDule  on t h e  v c s t  s i d e  w a s  d'vided i n t o  two p a r t s  for s e p a r a t e  

i.ntrca->rra:- o f  bovs anc? g i r l s .  The 1893 c o n s t r u c t i . o n  is o f  masonr3,i :oar: b e a r i n c  

w a l l  , - : l - r~ :q_ruct ion  w i t h  2 x 1 2  inch f l o o r  j o i s ~ s ,  spaced  12" a p a r t .  I n  a l l  or 

h - 9  ~zl:issrooms, lathe and p l a s t e r  c e t l i n g s  r e r a i n  under  p r e s s e d  v e t 2 1  

! - : a ro r? t - - . - .  r e i l i n g s .  The c o r r i d o r s  have concrete f l o o r  svsterns hu t .  I l n i s h e d  

i.moder '1,-,!?ring e x i s t s  i n  a l l  of these rooms and i n  t h e  c o r r i d o r s .  

The main f3cadc i s  t h e  e i < ~ h ? b a y  yeast f a c a d c  3-d 
7 

J e a t u r c c  a pro jec t i  nq ~ n t r a n c e  v e s t  i b u l e  w i t ? !  a f c i l  

. - a r c h  under  a bri(:k parape.: wail w i t h  decorat:i.rn c o r n e r  
~ rninaret:ies and  a r lpcorat ive  g a b l e  abovc t h e  p r o j ~ c t  l ng  

c a n t e r  pavilion. A t  t h e  ' r e n t  e n t r a n c e ,  :qt:r~nc is 

used  u p  t o  t h e  b a s e  of 1:hn . s e m i c i r c u l a r  a r c h  over :he 

d o o r .  Thp s p r i n g  b l o c k s  a r e  c a r v e d  s t o n e  and h r i . c k  

- - c o r b e l l i n g  accents  t h e  a r ( zh .  C a r v ~ d  stor!.. s p a n d r e l  

pane1.s a r e  u sed  abovc t h e  a r c h  i n  t h e  space hcLow t h e  

stone b ~ l r  c c u r s u .  Carved stoxe b a s e s  a n c h o r  t i e  

s i m u l a t n d  roiund m i n a r e t - t e s  t h a t  r ise tb- rough  :he be:: 

c o u r s e  and f rame :he carved st-one "GRANT SCH9OL" 

8'h 3 cart ouch^. T h i s  f aqade  h a s  t h r e e  b a y s  rrf wiridow o n  

p i t t ! ~ ~  1:- ?4  31 t h e  sli~htly p r o j ~ c t i n g  c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n .  The b r i c k  wa.1 i s  arp 

used  t - r ? w  tie grorjnc! L ine  up on t h e  rest of t h e  b , ~ i l d i n a .  The i.!indn:%ls a r e  :.wc 

over , m.ir-, <:~IJS;~ :'rung s a s h  ~ l r i t s  w i t h  sim.i.lar t r ea tmcr l r  on  t h e  f i r z t  and t h i r d  

i l [ ; \ :3 r  I - -  rl.:srocxnS. The second  f l o o r  classroom windows f e a t u r e  ail a ~ - c . a d n  with 

t r i n !  - r - :  cf windows w i t h  pronounced s e m i c i r c u l a r  1 i n t e i . s  c o n t a i n i n q  c a r v e d  

a t o n e  - , ~ a ~ ~ . - l s  unr3er d e c o r a t i v e  brick l i n t e l s .  Thc t h r e s  w i n d o w s  a r e  i:rea ted as 

.3 uni: :.,:.i: two o v e r  two d o u b l e  hung s a s h  w i t h  a 20  inch t.al.1 by 4 0  ~ n c h  wi.de 

;~ra?s : r I  >:.o-~e e a c h  of r:hcm. The windows a r e  s ~ p a r a t e d  b y  engaged t r i p l e  

coll~rr~-.- -3-16 a s i n g h p  column a: e a ~ z h  r>nd. T h e  a r e a  above t h e  en'ranrr- 

. .Test i- l l  l c?nt_a 1 n s  two window s a s h  w l t h  s ~ q m e n t a l  a r c h e d  : o r b e l ; ~ d  n r l  -k 
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- - - - -  - 

int-6l.e. T5ere a r e  a p a i r  of s m a l l e r  windows above t h e s e  on t h e  t - h i r e  f l o o r  
, . . ~ n ~ c c  i: i tr .?ateri t h r ?  53mr a s  t h e  c lassroom w i n d o w s  cf t h e  second f l o r ~ r .  

Within Lk:= c e n t e r  ?able a t  t h e  a t t i c  level, is P a l l a d i a n  w i n d o w  of two smal le r  

,,n.; -.-f3..?. . . n r S 2  .; i g h t  windows with $3 I a r q e r  center one over  one windoirr w l i c k .  is 

~ ? e p $ r t  .,-! ?-on t h ~  rwr?.  by an engaqea coli_irnn and capped wi'h a s i n i l a r  s e m i -  
. , v " , .  . :  . 7 i -  .-t'-:ns p a n ~ l  a n d  d e c o r a t i v e  b r i c k  l in'tt31. 

The n < : . r r t .  and ~ ~ 1 1 t h  facades  w e r e  t r e a t e d  s imilar . l_ /  and are s i x  bays w i c d c .  A 

' 3 e r o r - = t i f . =  :<t..nns b e l t  conrse  a?  +he si.11 level i s  t h e  major dec~?ra t i r ; e  

i , ! ? r c r . t ,  Interr~p.:ecj by kwo chimneys which con ta ined  v e n t i l a t i o n  f l u e s  f o r  

{lac5 r.i-rVrsrl?orn. T h e s e  b r i c k  f l u e s  o r j  q i  r ~ a l  l y  f e a t u r e d  decorat"i  vo c o r b e l l e d  

> r i c k  - F I T S  n i L h  meta l  hoods w h i c h  had since been removed. The ( r e n t e r  p a i r  of 

wirci~r.1:; - - r  +-ach f l o o r  a r e  s1i.qh'lLy smaller i n  w i d t i ,  as they ser7:ed 3s windows 

t i= ja i.+-drobcs per f l o o r .  

Fai:e:! 3 :  ~ l l e ~ , '  and f .hp r e a r  o f  t h e  fcjrrne- 

i ~ o u s c r  I : ~  tl-IP acijacer-t s t r e e t .  Tt -  is an 
h 

?igh+ 3=;.  "acade wit!-(  1i:tle a d d i t i o n a l  

deb a I : ! r"-. T h e  cen::t;r- t.wo windows o n  4 
'1 

e3ch i ~ i - i ~ r  2re r;arror.~c.r than  the t-hree :I 

:.ii r~dr.;.-.: ":r nacP. c iassroom.  A t  !:he I I 

9 1 T a ! I.- 

,\ 
i ~ r ? ! ~ n  1 I- ;-Q i , a smal l  h i p p e d  roof r e a r  I -- --e' .- . . 

x r e s t  l r  1 1  ; I= ~ r - o ~ r i d e d  access f'rom t h e  mair, m-: q!, !\: -z,;.. . 
ti2 1 l . - < . I  t-512 play/ qrc~und.  , - 

3 I 
7 r  

-' I n  19G1, a three b r i c k  s:or1i 
,. '**+ I 

# 

a d d i t i o n ,  7 0  f ~ e t  by 4 6  t r * r 3 t ,  was added 

/ to :tie souLh end of t h e  o r i a i r . ~ 1  
, , -* 

1 1 ' '  , b u i l - d i  ng  . The addit ion c r e a t e d  s i v  n p w  

lassrooms with an  a d d i t i ~ n ~ a l  7 t 3 i r w . a ~  

ith c r o s s  h a l l s .  T h ?  rnalrl h a l l w - 3 ~  o f  

the o r i q i n a l  b u i l d i  r ~ q  was extended i rite 

t h c  a d d i t i o n  ,wi th t h c  removal ol :he 

, 3011th set o f  s t a i r s  and t h e  snl_itl p a i r  

f wardrobe c l o s e t s .  ?'tic dntailing of  
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:hn a<Id4 t i c n  is v e r y  r e s t r a i n e d  and  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  r e p l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  3 e l t  

.:ocrc,=-.=:. "he b r i c k  dsed match  :he o r i q i . n a i  s e c t i o n  b u t  i s  l a i d  :I? c ~ l . : k  a 

r;'lemi:='-~ '-,,:)n{ri header row on e v e r y  s i x t h  row. T h e  a d d i t i o n  i s  t h r e e  bay-c w i d e  

~ 4 i t t - 1  Ir!d+ntpd cross  hal ; .  a s  "LC : connec tor .  I t  h a s  a h i p n e d  roaf  a n d  t h e r e  
. . 

, ? r e  ~ s = . n  - ? .  r c u l a r  r o o f e d  do rmers  on t h e  n o r t h ,  e a s t  and s o u t h  s i d e s  oT t h e  

-octf. !.-is ar fd i , t i on  i z  of f i r e p r o o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s t e e l  and i r o n  f r , m i n q  

and I:l:,n':l-lti.. 'I'he windgws i.n t h e  a d d i t i o n  as? n i n e  o v e r  n i n e ,  dc1~bls 'lung 

iqindol:. : ? r -ch  u n i t s .  T ~ P  s o u t h  s k y l i q k t  was removed a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a l : ~ r a t i . n n s  

need.--: - , I  p r o v i d e  a r c e s z  t o  t h e  new a d d i t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms k i p r e  

a 8 t e r r - 4  :c ~ccommcdat e younqer  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  t h c  l o w e r i n g  cf t h c  b la 'zkboards .  

A 5 0 :  i - -  and r a d i a t o r  sys tem was added  a t  t h e  time of t h e  a d d i t i o n  an,A ?hr 

,c:h i m n - < i c  covers  were  removed and f l u e s  s h o r t e n e d .  

"'-,- . . =:(:rl*= T F  t a i c i n g  wa I l was e x t e n d e d  and  capped  w.i.t h S t .  Lou i s  l eciqe 

L i r r e s f c r -  tc m a t c h  t ' n f  o r i q i n a l  w a l l ,  bathrooms f o r  the s t u d e n t s  were added i n  

th? L:;.~e-~.?r:t. and g r a n i t i o d  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r i n g  was u sed  t h e r e .  Yarb lc  tile was 

!!.?#3d i ' l  ' "? T T P S ~ ~ ~ I I J ~ ' ? S .  

-ri i T j - , . l  r , , n  . .  n o r t h  s t - a i r s  4r1 t h e  o r i g i n a l  buildinq wore reixoved 2r.d a new se: 

.af s t; rc i n s t a l l . e d  in t h e  wes t  cnd  of t h e  c r i q i n a l  aain h a l l .  The o p c n i n g  i n  

th,? ? . o F ~ -  for t h e  s t a i r s  was f i l l e d  i n  and doorways chanqed t o  a c c o m n o d a t ~  

t h i s  - : - t i r z ~ l o n  of  t h e  f l o c r  p l a n .  I n  1.913, t h e  s t a i r s  were  a g a i n  rcworked  

:~nd !,I r.-, : = n s l o s s d  b ~ h i n d  +_he m e t a l  and  w i r e  g l a s s  f . i r e  w a l l .  T h e  prf?sspd 

n ~ . : a . l  - e i . l i n g  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  d a t e s  from t h i s  r e n o v a t i o n  a s  w e l ! . .  

r i- I n  1969, a one s t o r y  f l a t  roof rnu1t.i- 

p u r p o s e  room was add56 t o  t h ~  sou'..h end 

u s i n q  brick of  d i f  Eerent c o l o r  f:rcm :b.e 

older p o r t i o n .  It: i s  connect -d  tc. t h e  

- south s ide  o f  t h e  1 9 0 1  a d d i t i ~ n  hy a lower 

one s t o r y  f l a t  r o o f e d  o f f i c e  and h a l l w a y  

zh  r e q u i r e d  a ; - r a t i on  t n  t h e  ?k:rpe 

q i n a l  windows o f  + h ~  s o ~ L h w ~ s +  

ssroom ~n the add~tlnn. 
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The r ' - i r : - r :?L b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  i t s  V i c t o r i a n  i n t e r i o r ,  cornpl.pte i.~i?h 

baseboards ,  mnlded window and  door trim 

with b u l l s '  eye  c o r n e r  b lock? .  Z a ~ h  of 

t h e  1 2  c lassrooms w a s  p r ? v i d ~ ? d  f r e s h  a i r  

throuqh v e n t s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f l u e  s t a c k s  
I ? , ,  which !lave been closed up. I n  t y p i c a l  " ' 1  1' 

I i cons:rriction of r h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e s e  w n 6 : s  

1') s h a r e  one common s t a c k  wi th  each vprlt 
I. - 

s t a q q e r p d  SO t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  I ' l o ~ ~ r  i s  to  

t h e  e a s t ,  second floor i s  i n  t h e  n i d d i e ,  

.- , .  and t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  i s  zo t-he west s i d e  of 
L ' t h e  chimney s t a c k .  r l a s s r o o n s  : p a t u r e  

.;4s~~r-3 -lt= ~ - .- r,:?ets f o r  ?he t e a c h e r s  and l a r q e  c l o a k  roons .  ?our p a n e l  dqors  

-c-nair. .--\,era1 of .t.ke rooms r e t a i n  p r e s s e d  meta l  .--ei l i n g s  i n  poor t:c,ndi.ticln. 

R!acI:bc.?rCi.~ ;ire l o c a t e d  on t h r e e  w a l l s  of each room. Large o p e r a h l e  windows 
. - ;tn,z - i - n h <  o l a s s  transoms helped keep d a y l i ~ n t  a n d  fresh a i r  a v a i l a b l e  .:c a l l  

?arr? -! :ke b u i l d i n g .  S t o r a q e  c l o s e t s  a l s o  have windows t o  t h e  hal,way o r  ko 
. . 

Lh.2 ~ : : ~ > : c - .  2 ~ .  Tk.e stairways a r e  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  m a i n  h a l l  by  metal  w a l l s  

and :1'-.,-1:c f e a t u r i n q  wi re  g l a s s  and metal s t a i r s .  The o r i g i n a l  s t a i r ?  a n d  

b a l u c ! r ~ - i ?  and r a l l j n q s  a r e  i n  f a i r  t o  good c o n d i t i o n .  Some p n r t i o n s  of  the  

ha:lr \ - I ? . ~ , -  been c l o s e d  o f f  wi th  g l a z e d  p a n e l s  and doors  t o  c r e a t e  o f f i c e  

spat*. -11~. facade  c r e a t e s  a grand p o r t a l  t o  educat ior?  symGolical ly  and 

fur,c?:flr,,iil:; with wide s1:eps, d e c o r a t i v e  f e n c i n g  and s p e c i a l  d e t a i n l n ~  over  

'~ hc n~ Lr. or Y ran~ze . 

' r h ~  1':*':1 ?c :? i t ion  r c t a i n s  its o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  a l though  .some c l a s s r o c ~ r . ~  have 
, . h e e n  l : x - 7 i : i . 3 , 3  i n t o  s m a l l e r  s p a c e s .  The sou1:heast c o r n e r  room on t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r  !lad i ' r rec windows b r i c k e d  i n  t o  accommodate t h e  roof of khe rnu.Lt'- 

pljrnr, -9 11.lrIitioi-I. This a d d i t i o n  i s  i n  b e t t e r  condit-ion b e c a l ~ s e  cf I a c s  

~ ro i :~ l  t=-ns : . . r i t i - ;  t h e  r o o f .  The hall.t.ray has  had a d d i t i o n a i  s t o r a q p  u n i t s  .qdded. 

Thc 1'-';)8 - e d i t i o n  has s u f f e r ~ d  major damaqe from vandalism and  fro^ w a y e r  

~ e n ~ t - - : : ~  :>r.. T h i s  F la t  roof  a d d i t i o n  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  t h e  p e r l n d  o f  

::iqni' ' r,r ':i. and d e t r a c -  from t h e  e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n s .  T h i s  a d d i t i o n  -:?ill be 

r n ~ q u c r !  ' F  t h e  r e h a b i l i r a t i o n  t o  pe rmi t  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  windows i r :  t h e  

cor.ith ..:?I ! ,-,f the s o c t h e a s t  cl.assroom . 

The r. r - 1-13s b u l l +  1 - 1  t h e  Marquettp-Cherokec Neighborhood r e p l a c i n q  r h e  
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earlier 1867 Gravois School, which was located at Gravois and Wyoming. The 

(Grant 3c:tsol was surrounded by brick single family homes and flats with 

occaslor~~;l neighborhood commercial buiidings. It is just north of the 

intersection of Arsenal and Gravois. The homes west of the school have been 

dernol:skLtd for a parking lot and play ground area, but the remaining area 

seems t . ( l  retain its viable housing stock. 
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Grant S3::1:ool is significant under Criteria A in the area of Education as a 

scrvi.:ii:~;; example of the changing neighborhood school in response to the 

irr.prc:-'ie~nents in educational and instructional philosophy at the end of the 
1353 ,-ntlury ,.,. from the uniformity of spaces for economy to spaces suited to the 

age h r l d  :;ize of the students; and Criteria C in the area of Architecture 

because it represents the surviving 1893 school that was an early work of A. 

H. Kir~fl:ier with the 1901 additions that were the early work of William B. 

Ittner. Yirchner began the process of improving classrooms under the old 

patrunaqt-? system for construction after the first attempt at reform within the 

St. Lou:x City school system. It replaced a smaller and poorly planned 

SuilcLncr that was once identified as the smallest in the system in 1975. 

Kirckrler, during his term as School Architect, addressed the need for 

addit~orldl light and air in school buildings with use of flue vents, interior 

windcws ,nd large skylights over the stairs. Ittner was appointed the first 

lComissi.c,,ner of School Buildings for the St. Louis School District after 

passarje of reform legislation by the state and the mandated improvements in 

health 2.i:d safety considerations of public school buildings in the City of St. 

Louie. lttner added a large kindergarten room and altered the classrooms of 

 he f : r : i  floor to accommodate the smaller size of the three primary grades 

while the older children were taught in the upper floors. Grant School was 

one c? t t . e  last of the 19'" century schools to receive a large addition since 

'_he S c n ~ . !  1 District mandated all schools newly constructed were to meet new 

fire (:odes. Schools of fireproof construction of 18 classrooms became the 

norm. T r i e  Grant School is significant at the local level with the period of 

signitic.diice running from 1893 to 1953. 

Background 

' T ~ P  importance of the organizational structure of a school system is 

su:nmar.i>,c>:i in this statement from the first paragraph of St. Louis Missouri 

Preservstion Plan's historic context for education: "What, where, and how 

stude1.t~ learn is a function of the organization of the school system, 

prsvailirq theories about learnirlg, local political pressures, and, of course, 
- ,  
rlnancial realities." and it also establishes the historic framework for 

ev,?iluatic~n of education in most American Cities. Like many school systems, 

the f:rs? St. Louis school board in 1833 embraced the Lancasterian, or 

nonit,:rial school model as the viable option for St. Louis. By the 18701s, 

WiLlix~ Torrey Harris built St. Louis Public Schools into a national model 

combir.:r;q graded classrooms, systematic teaching methods, strong discipline, 

and b2sic- proficiencies. He authorized Susan Blow to create the City's first 
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klndrrg2:ten ln 1875. By 1900, over 200,000 St. Louls chlldren attended 

<lndc>rqd*tens. 

Tr-adrr.i;;r-la1 thinking held that almost any room could be transformed into a 

classroljm, and St. Louis rented many spaces for classrooms. But by the end of 

the 3" ::eritury, educational thinking held that construction, design, and 

floor. picin reflected the priorities of the school and its effectiveness as a 

place3 f . 1 ~  learning. 

Growt:i o! the City added to the burden of the St. Louis School system. Influx 

of inuni:jrants and growth of the City raised the need for additional 

clas::rooc~s. The City began to grow out as transportation systems developed. 

Horse drawn vehicles were replaced with cable cars and then electric trolleys 

wkich I t ? , !  to construction of more housing along their routes. Expansion was 

sc rapid that buildings were overcrowded when first built. Adoption of a 

protc:+:yp~.~ plan for neighborhood schools in 1857 led to an economically viable 

o~ticn _ T I  a set of expandable school specifications. These specifications 

sailed Y r . r  the construction of square plan, four classrooms per floor, with 

the cbiLLty to add up to two more floors. 

The ear~;.~est St. Louis public schools were constructed to conform to the 

Lancastcrian system of education in which there was a large study hall 

supervi:-;i~d by a head teacher with one or more small adjacent classrooms 

monitoren by assistant teachers. In 1857, the "Board of Education" of St. 

Louis 3:iopted a graded system and promulgated "principles of school 

construe-fion" which were to dictate school design in St. Louis for forty 

years. Tne administrators also established school districts to minimize 

confusic~r in student records. This called for schools of uniform 

specifi;.~~tions to be built in neighborhoods throughout the City as needed. In 

chinly settled districts, schools were to be one-half to one-third full size 

and ccn5tructed with a view to receiving additions when needed. The Board of 

Educat.ic.r~ recommended that each school follow a square, four rooms per floor 

plan. V ~ ~ t i c a l  additions would provide second and if necessary, third floors. 

A thret story, four rooms per floor school would accommodate twelve 

cl.3ssrocn's then thought to be the optimum number for one administrator. In 

theory, this four room expandable school model allowed the Board to provide 

each :~eig!borhood with no more than the number of seats needed and to increase 

that rurnhpr only if and when the increase in the population of the district so 

warrantec. In actuality, schools in densely populated areas grew well beyond 
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the t,ip~i.al twelve room building. (Frank P. Blair School, built in 1882 

rece l .~c :  additions ln 1888, 1891 and 1894 which provlded 25 classrooms, 

inclui?ir<j 3 separate kindergarten building. ) " 
T ~ I . >  Board of Education up until 1897 was made up of 21 members 

repre:i;erl!iny individual wards. This situation led to so much in fighting 

amonc; t:l:s partisan group that construction was often delayed, leaving the 

city r i  r,eed of additional school facilities. Even appointment of a School 

Boarc Ar:hitect required many ballots. As a result, many classes were held in 

rentti!? :-(~:,orns of dwellings and other buildings wholly unsuited for school use.' 

Archiye(:-s were hired on a job-by job basis after 1889 until 1893. A. H. 

Kirchner was selected to become the School Board Architect in that year. The 

Missourr State Legislature voted to remove the city's old Board of Education 

and re-c:.;~ablished it with a new charter in 1897 as a twelve member Board 

ccmpr-s(>d of leading citlzens who pursded the task of bringlng St. Louls 

schoc- jdclllties up to par. IL 

Elaboration 

(Educatjon) Administration of a school system for the City of St. Louis was 

hindered by problems from the very start. Even thouqh a funding mechanism was 

set i r ~  paace in 1812 with the creation of school lands, the first public 

schoc-s opened 26 years later. The legislature of the Missouri territory 

interver~r'd in 1833 to reorganize the administrative body and again in 1897, 

the Yissouri legislature created a new body to limit opportunities for 

corrupt?r.,n and to make the election of directors city wide. 

In 1812, an act of Congress set aside one-twentieth of the vacant lands of St. 

Louis for the support of the schools. Problems were encountered when the 

surve). bids  attempted in 1813 from efforts of speculators and opposing 

claiman:?:. In 1817, the Missouri Territorial Legislature granted a charter 

for the Hoard of Trustees to manage the land grant. Auguste Chouteau, 

A1exar:der- McNair, Thomas Hart Benton, and four other accomplished men made up 

this E o 2 r d  of Trustees. The election of Governor Daniel Dunklin in 1832 marked 

the stat.- wide push of the common school ideology. He restated the popular 

faith Lr] sducation as "the best safeguard of our republican institutions". By 

1833, the failures of the trustees were so obvious that the state legislature 

established a new agency to manage the lands and oversee public education. In 

April 16-3 the "Board of President and Directors of the St. Louis Public 

Scnoois" was incorporated and elections were held within a year and the first 
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1east.s ~f school lands were made. The responsiblllties spelled out for thls 

new u;d. 11- the 1833 Act of Incorporation as follows: controlled land 

bc?lon;lrlj to schools; appointment of teachers; the character of the 

curri:u!;lm; and management of the pupils. All free males over 21 were eligible 

to vote tor directors. With the opening of two schools for 288 students in 

1838, ST. Louis joined the common school movement and this system grew 

irisi:-;te::rly until it included nearly 80,000 students in elementary schools in 

1i300 .. ( ' r l ~ j - 7 )  Ii 

Prob-sms of funding and of getting interested capable candidates for the 

sc:hooL h a r d  led to public accusations and investigations into actions or 

iriacr ion of the members of the board and to pre-election riots in the 1840s. 

Aftel-. 1,348, the candidates were nominated by political parties without 

irnprc.;~;ernti:rit in interest or abilities of suitable candidates. In 1853, 

Su.per-;nl:f:ndent John Tice complained that good candidates were elected by "more 

tt.e res1i.t of accident than design; the prevalent feeling being that any one 

wiil do tor a school board director". The president of the board in 1855 

urgec t i i t :  directors to read the Annual Report so they might become more 

familiar with the system. Comments by William Garwood in 1857 revealed the 

temptt~t~i:'ns that readily presented themselves to the board members which he 

felt wo11.Id be negated by compensation for directors. His proposal was 
. - 

rejec:t.ec~ (T143) 

This situation and the willingness of directors to delegate authority resulted 

in the n~ming of paid officers for the board and the establishment of 

permar1erlt standing committees with considerable freedom. This fragmentation 

of resporsibility led to the importance of the superintendent as chief 

execulivc:. By 1852, the superintendent, was the highest paid employee of the 

system. Superintendent Tice knew that no business would be carried on well or 

profitakj:y without personal supervision to see that this was well done and how 

much by pach person. This abdication of their mandate, through neglect 

indifference, or incompetence, elevated the importance of the superintendent 

in the kjllsiness of education. The doctrine of economy and effective 

adiniriist~zttion was preached in every Annual Report and innumerable board 

mesting::. Uniformity of instruction was the mechanism used to solve the 

problem :'f education numbers of children at a minimum cost and at maximum 

ef ficisncy. 
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The earliest schools constructed for St. Louis public schools were constructed 

LC] cc11-1f::r.m to the requirements of the Lancasterian system of education. This 

systc:;r:, '.?eveloped in England by Joseph Lancaster at the start of the l g t h  

cent~~ry, used more advanced students to teach less advanced ones. This 

pr-ov.:,je:: a system which he called "the Monitorial System" that could enable 

sn~al- n1ir:lber of adult masters to educate large numbers of students at low 

cost. :n St. Louis a modified system was used where a head teacher 

s~~pe:-\ii:s~-:~d a large class in a large room, with one or more smaller rooms 

mclnit are:-i by assistant teachers. 

Towal-t?s reaching their goals of uniformity, the school board in 1857 

irtrc1duc:ed a graded system of six classes, three primary and three grammar 

schoc,_ :.asses. By 1860 over eighty percent of the schools were graded schools 

with prii:scribed courses and advancement possible only by achieving a specified 

percent,iye on a standard exam. The program of one school shall be the program 

of all :;,:hools so that the same grades are all doing the same study at the 

same h0.i:. Based on the factory system, uniformity and economy were the 

resul-:. Another significant change introduced in 1857 was the establishment 

of a Iii:;trict Flan for St. Louis that was intended to encourage stability of 

schoc pc:pulation, minimize confusion over school records, discourage 

arbitrar1:: selection of schools for personal reasons, and to prevent the 

excl~..siorl of neighborhood children from neighborhood schools. l 4  

Zorr~ptjon however, did not become a persistent issue in School Board affairs 

until the 1880s. Reformers secured the passage of the Drabelle Bill in 1887 s 

.an att erl;~.,t to substitute nonpartisan elections for the tyranny of ward 

politic:;. While some changes resulted, the behavior of the directors was not 

affected. The board was made up of contractors and others who used their 

posit;nii~ for furthering their party or their own interest. In 1891, eleven 

of the, frirteen directors up for reelection were contractors and their victory 

resulteti in continued mismanagement and misuse of the board's resources. i 5  

Sale of Cchool property, contracts to board members, political patronage, and 

advancen;ents for teachers through Petticoat Pulls became topic of discussion 

in St. 1,c~is but few directors were turned out of office. The fact that the 

board w ~ s  responsible for appointing judges to oversee its own election 

result-ed in widespread fraud including miscounting, loss or destruction of 

ballot.3. Reformers concluded that the board must be made nonpartisan by 
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maklric The electlon on an at-large basls. In 1897, the Civlc Federation 

succc~c;a~~~ ,n having the state legislature pass a new charter for St. Louis 

Schoc 1s t)ased on a model developed ln Cleveland and New York. 

This riew charter limited the role of the directors to assuring fiscal 

responsinility and deciding board policy issues while it prevented intervening 

in the :i+iily affairs of the system. It gave executive powers to four 

spec-alized officers: commissioner of buildings, secretary-treasurer, 

audit,,,r, and a superintendent of instruction. It called for examinations for 

j~.nit,;r:; and teachers, granting advancement solely on merit. It limited the 

numbt,r ::t offices to be held and required directors to run on a general rather 

tkan par?y ticket. It reduced the number of directors from twenty one to 

tweive iind lengthened terms from two to six years. l b  

(P.rct-I lte!:ture j 

In 1 K S 8 ,  the board owned an assortment of buildings from a converted house 

wit.h roijrr for a teacher and 60 students, to a three story building with twenty 

fcur :-oorrs and over a thousand pupils. Included were specifically designed 

schoa, bliildings, converted churches and dwellings, and even bars. The system 

also ierlted rooms in various parts of the city. In pursuing the goal of 

econc'xy ~ i n d  uniformity, the board adopted uniform specifications for schools 

ciesiqrieri to meet requirements of the graded system. This changed the typical 

layoct jrom the large classroom with smaller adjacent ones to a set of four 

squal sj;?ed rooms for 60 students. In the following year, nine new S C ~ O O ~ S  of 

varic7.1~ :--izes were built according to these new specifications. Since the 

plans :&-led for vertical additions to the basic plan, larger schools would 

nave t w i : e  or three times the student capacity of the smaller ones. Six, one 

story s:.k:ools, held 224 pupils, two, two story schools, held 448 pupils, and 

one, t n r c - e  story school, held 672 pupils. The new architecture was a case 

of form foLiows function: the standardization of the buildings followed the 

stand; rul zation of the curriculum. I' 

The G r a r '  School stands as a monument to the evolution of school architecture 

at the t~wrn of the twentieth century. The older Victorian school retains much 

of the cetailing associated with residential architecture of the period on the 

interior and exterior while maximizing natural light and air for interior 

spm3ce.=. L t  was designed to show the importance of education in the 

neighbork,ood and reflects high quality in use of material and patterns. It 

elevates the building on a raised terrace and creates a grand portal to 
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e d u c a + ~ ~ ~ r : .  I t  w a y  t n e  work o f  A u q u s t  K i r c h n e r ,  Victorian a r c h l t r l c t  f r ' r  S t .  

?.r; ? ' l s . : -~n .? r  i r ( rot t~srs  b o t h  s e r v e d  2 s  S c h o o l  p,oard A r c h i t e c t s  in St. ; o u i s  H. 

! f - i l l ~ . - r r  ":r,:hner w o r k e c i  ' _n  t h e  o f f i c e  of Z n o r g ~ !  I .  Burnet+ a n d  w?s n a x ~ d  the 

Schoo l  3oat-d A r c h i t - e c t  i.n 1981 2cd ; 0 5 2  

.+nd served a t h r e e  yQar t e r m  i S P 6  ro 

189s. ?he o l d e r  of  che t w o  K L r - . h n s r s ,  
'L + 

he dcs igned  t5e RLa i r  S c h ~ c l  5-. 2707 

IL $-m A 3 1- 
- - r  

.- - Lp - - - -  - R.l?csche?bac? Avenue a s  a ~ ~ w c - l ; ~ =  r0n.n 
6 - - - - --- - 

- - - 
V l s t o r i  a n  n ~ i ~ h b o r h o o d  srhool t 1 i a t  w a s  

- c o m p l e t e d  by thp c?nd of :>,uq~;s 1 H F 2  for 
7 -- , 

t h e  St Louis S c 5 o o l  D i x t r i c ? .  IIe w o u l d  

->dr?l .r  ! b ,  *h 
- .  I ! '  

be a r c h i t e c t  for the  l 8 S : 3  add!  : :ons tn 
I -- ' I  

t m - ! ;  ~7 ; thc main  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  addca t w n  story 
-. 

r , .. - . . . w i ~ g s  t-n both e n d s  of t i c ;  m a i r :  
- -. -.. - 

b .  A .  i i ,  K. lcchner ,  would f i n i s h  t h e  p r o j e c t  wi . th  t h e  adciit:ion of 

t h e  ' - 1  i ' - ,  fl .?or i;o t h e  winqs .ir, 1394. A u g ~ l s t  H.  K i r c h n e r  workec? i.:i t-5 1~1ir: o l d e r  

brclt:ri#-.r ;;. T a l l l i i a m  K i r c h n ~ r  s t a r t i n a  i n  lR84 a n d  was elected a: t h e  Sc ' lon l  

3 o z r i  ?r , . !~l \ l -ct  from 1833 50 1997 Tor t h e  S t .  Louis Schoo l  Distrj-c'r. ' 
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The C!-~c..I.-.~iil S c h o o l ,  now demol i shed ,  w a s  d e s i q n o d  b y  A .  3 .  Kirchne r  i: 1R94, a 

*ye;.r -I ftc r Grant  Schoo l  w a s  ~ o ~ s t r 1 1 c : e d .  K i r c h n ~ r '  s p l a n  f o r  .>h is  c.r-;?riol 

f ~ a t i ~ r e , - i  7 m?-e I r r e g i i l a r  o u t l i n e  f o o t p r i n t  f o r  :he b a s i c  square f o u r  rcorrl per 

f lo12r  --:.;=.: a2.i r -on?a ined  many s l m i l a r  features, i n c l u d i n q  the i r : t e r  i:,r 
. - st:.3i.r-.-!~__:- i r; Yrass  h-all s . This t h r e e  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  f ea tu red  hclC co l l r se s ,  

an 3r738.J: ~f t h r e e  w i r i d o w  i n  t h e  gahie wing  or. t h e  s o u t h  elevation 5'- t k . e  

set,>?:--. I #-:)or lnvel. with a the .same colgrnn t-reatment as at-_ G r a n t .  T : t n ~ ~ . r ,  3s 

RIICTC:.=-C~:II to Kirchner, also d e s i g n e d  the a d d i t i c n  t.o Choi2tea:i School L n  1139?, 

adr'iril-: ti r e f?  I l o o r s  of two ~ 1 . a s s r o o m s  O Z  29 f e e t  by 3 2  feet. ?!!is zddition 

looked 71 :'t; t h i n n e r  j r ~  compar ison  t o  the mass i;f the o r i g i n a l  b~li!.d.inl:. 

I n t = . r ~ - . s r j  rlol!/ s r ~ ~ u q h ,  Iti.r:er created a k i n d e r g a r t e n  room by e x t ~ n d i ~ , ~  ?he w a l l  

cbf nr:,:. I C E  F:irc:?ner c;assroorn t o  t h e  e a s t  which t e r m i n a t e d  i n  an a l g l r r i  bay 

\-! i ndr?:.. ~ ~ 1 - r .  i'i a i ~ r a t i c ) n ,  s l n i l a r  t o  t hp  a d d i t i o n '  s k i n d e r q a r t c n  room a t  Grant  

?r-h:3 ,~ , :  T--!F. t n - r ~ e  years l a t e r .  . '  

- 
- .  n .Y*C, A.  ! I .  K!-rc!xner desiqned a  or^? story four' room schoc..:. 21-~i ld inq  

f o r  *:tn -:.nly c rea t ed  Mount P l e a s a n t  school t h a t  Idas t a k e n  from a l a r g e r  

r r o w r f - 8  i l+F-c:rict. T h i s  b u i l d i n a  c o ~ l d  s u p p o r t  twc a d d i t i o n a l  i;oqrs w h i c h  

wrarc 2-j-:l=-i i lho~re t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  i n  1899, under  tbr? s u p e r v i . s i ~ n  3f 

V!i L l i -Y.T -!. 7 - t n e r .  T h e  a c i d i t i ~ n  r e p l i c a t e d  t h e  f l o o r  plan of t h e  P a r ; i p ? r  

h u i l c ! !  -I- -.,rl:.k~ s t a i r  tower  added ro t h e  r e a r .  T h i s  bniLr',inr; r e c e i v e d  -? one  

s torv . . ! - i ~ :  t:.cn ' hy T t t n e r  i n  1913 a n d  a one s t o r y  gynnasiurn c o n s t r u c t ~ d  i n  1928 

11rtdr-r . 7 , . ~ r . . , r r r i s F c n  o f  R .  M. Milligan. T h i s  b u i l d i n q  t u r n ~ d  away frclrr t n e  
" '  l c c r r  r + -  ~ r ~ . c e d e r i f  s and i t s  st  y l i s t i c  clnn~nts refr-.rcnce Craft-sman ,zr:.l 
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P r ~ ~ r l r .  - 7 h o 0 1  i n f l u e r l c e s  on ~ t s  e x t e r i o r .  "(~ount: P l e a s a n t  Sc?ool E l q  

I r 

~i-,~? c;I-:~:-,-. 7chool n s i q h b o r h o o d  w a s  servcd by a p u b l i c  school from lGf4 when :he 

f i r s '  (Kr..vois Schnol w a s  b u i l t  as  a two s t o r y  I t a l i z n e t c  four roo3 scl-loo: a: 

lGrra~ . - : -> j  .. ' ' .??.-i and  b!.;jomina S t r e e t .  T h a t  huildinq was a sc5ool hoilrp, x c r e  

r e . y i r i ' -  r -  ' 31 irl sc.-~le z ~ d  appearance w i t h  v e r y  little attention p a i d  :r :he 

~ ; i  tr r?: ' '7. 3 r ~ a m . e n t .  

by J. H. Manricf, and was  

at a c o s t  c'f 51= , ' , 053 .C '3 .  

51.1lldinq !gas icier~tifl~s2 

smallest i n  the-, C i t y  of - 
o n l y  four rams ,  

3- ,?$ 2 4 0 s t u d e n t s .  T t l i ~ r a  

~ h n t  o n r a ~ h  z~bo-~+ t 9@ 

~unber of s?udpr t -  ; r~ 

s c h o o l .  ns -h.*- 

con*: i.nued de"v"-?103, 

1 ,? n .= !- .- repiac?rner.t cf- !. h:? 
. . , - n 3 r i x r r r  i l i L , d i n q  ? 3 ~ g a r  in ln?9 ra!i?h l.he p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a plar: f o r  Lf-c typical 

12 rpcm ~-.l~assroorn buildinu. T h p  carliest d r a w i n g s  -;or what was co kel::r)rnc 
7. ,,r,=inl F' r - '  i m l ,  are l a b e l e d  r 2 r a v c i s .  I t  was the b a s i c  s q u a r e  plan ~$71-. 10i;r 
c 7 ; - a F E . ~ r  - 1 % -  -.PC. , per f l o o r  t h ? t  w a s  required by policy of t h e  S t .  Louis S c k . o ~ l  

3 .  .-fr:er G r a n t  S c h o a l  opened  2nd thc rieiqhborh30d c o n t i n u e d  to (irveLop, 

 it.^ n..:.: k . j l  l 1 d i n s  proved too sma.11.. '!he old Gravois S c h o o l  was opened a s  G r a n t  

9 r s n ~ ~  ". p2se t h n  o v e r z r n w d i n q  a t  t h e  Grant Schoo l .  Gravois School was 

demo1 ; yi-i; ,j ir: 1323. In addition, three p o r t a b l e  classroons w p r ?  ,on s:i t - n  p r i o r  

..-l.:t~rlr 1 r r  I -  the ne i qhborhood a n d  woul d I 
I 



NPS Form 10-300-a OM6 Appmval No 10240018 (8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page -1 6 Grant School 
St. Louis, (Independent City) MO 

quality. cf light and air for users of this school. He provided outside 

windox; t3 r  each wardrobe closet. He included large skylights over the 

stairs. ilis building included central heating and incorporated air 

ventil2tian for each classroom via the massive flues. He did all of this 

while conforming to the plan in place by the school board. This school was 

built at a cost of $37,376.00 and was three times the size of the school it 

replacec. His site was elevated with a stone retaining wall and decorative 

iron fen:.ing. Brick walks surrounded the building and led out to the brick 

outhouse, located in the southwest corner of the school grounds, adjacent to 

the alley. In seven years, all of the classrooms in the 1893 building were in 

use and r'ver crowded." 

As the firsr Commissioner of School Buildings for the St. Louis Board of 

Educaticr;, and as successor to A. H. Kirchner, School Architect, William Butts 

Ittne- cesiyned the addition to Kirchner's Grant School. Ittner matched the 

1901 aacltion to the size and scale of the older portion, repeating the line 

of the ILli Lt courses, and the same pattern of windows. Previously, additions to 
1 95"  csnt:iry schoois usually replicated the original building in style and 

layour. His addition changed the type of the windows by using nine over nine 

double t11.nq sash units. He used a hip roof, with semi circular glazed dormers 

in re::ogrition of those semi-circular decorative lintels and panels used on 

the Victtrian original. He used fireproof construction however in the new 

additior~ in the interest of increased safety for the students and staff. He 

added si. new classrooms, including a kindergarten room, new heating and 

venti.lat.on equipment, and indoor plumbing. 

William riutts Ittner was born is St. Louis on September 4, 1864 and attended 

the cit:j;'s public schools. He was a member of the Washington iJniversityfs 

Manual Tr-aining Schools first graduating class in 1884 and went on to study 

architei,ture at Cornell University. Like many other architects of his time, 

Ittner :*ift for Europe to study before returning to St. Louis where he entered 

the off!.:e of Eames & Young. From 1889 to 1891, he practiced alone before 

enteriin-I brief partnerships, first with William Foster and then with Link and 

Rosenhe;m. Ic 1891, he was elected Fellow, American Institute of Architects 

and 1ttr1~:r was President of the St. Louis Chapter of the American Institute of 

Archit.ec:t-s from 1893 to 1895. 
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1 I ' .  Ittner was a p p o i n t e d  t o  a  new p o s t  of  C o m m F s s . i o i i e r  O F  Si:k,r.~~:l 

? , u l i , : ! i r ! . ~ -  i7 1.517, a ~ o s i :  h-ie held u n t i l  1 9 1 0 .  i.Ie found t h e  B u i l d i n r :  

I?r.p?r ' ~ - n  :- : iq ddi s a r r a - v  and :le immediately recommended changes to ccrrc?rt t h ~  

pcor t:c-:,iLtion and high cost of school buildings in St. Louis. - "  Ft3 found 

t.!,at -Tc..:. recently b u i l t  schaols ir. S t .  Lnwis were much like t 5 o s e  hs had  

at+. ~r~rri'.:~j 7!~.3rs e a r l i e r  and t h e v  were u n s i ~ i t _ e d  f o r  education use .  He :d.li.siiked 
T'rF . (-, :~.r . . - . ,  li; corridors, poorly s i - zed  rooms x l t h  poo r  1 i . a h t  s o u r c e s ,  n o  i n d o o r  

r l c r t  r!;:, i ~ n s a f e  s t a i r w a y s ,  t-no f e w  e:<Fts,  and  qcneraj.1~ i nadequa t e  a r r l  

Inc.oi  -?TI-: f a e i 1 i t i . e ~  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r n v i d ~  a qual.  i:y e d u c a t i  o r i .  3' 

Tn :hi: ; L-71 Eu1.L y e a r  as Commissioner, T t t n e r  o b t a i n e d  bu i l d in?  perv1 . i :~  " ~ r  

.ii :-: ):,' i- ' 5 r r ! ~ . ~ i g n s  .for new s c h o o l s .  T h e ~ e  were the f i r s t  s c h o c l  .s ir! S t .  Louis 

t o  h=i..d-. _ nc:l~or plumbi  ng, a d e q u a t e  h e a t i n g  area ven t i l a t i  on m e c h a n i s n s ,  w e l l  

Li?h'--:i =!?r! ~ostly f reproof. (St. Louis had adop.tr.d new l a w s  r e g a r d i n ?  f l r e  

p r z ~ a f  .:srr ,:t ruct ion in the city in 1897.) '! 

Tnt_cri.- ,y - ,-;..; . [A*  .,.rice and irhe 1301 " S ~ e c i l ' i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  a r ~ r i  a d d l ' _ i o r .  

2 5  t h ~  ;'::t S~ho01'' s h o w s  t - h a t  I t t n ~ r  u p d a t e d  t h e  o r i q i n a l  b u i l d i n g  a: t h r  
i: ,me g- ' ' t r -  ,adti i t ion.  In o r d e r  to e>:pand t h e  h a l l w a y  t o  c n n r ~ e c t  tin t h e  new 
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add i *  r r i ,  t h p  o r i q i n 3 l  south s t a i r w a y  was removed a s  w e l l  a s  t-hc t w n  .?outh end 

!-!-rr:~r : k ~ j  8:. ':isct? on a lll three fl-oors. P,!c~.i stairs to t he  basement wcrri. bui I ? 

I r l  t.'~., , l .~t.h entrance vesti bil l?  i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n .  The rear vest i.51-11e of CPzc 
, .  , 

o l d  !-I;: L ' I ~ I ~  was r e w o r k e d ,  r e r n n r ~ i n g  the i.n:crior p a r t i ' z i o n .  ?he nox-r;h s t i r s  

wc!re  I F , '  l n  place and a pew se: o f  s t a i r s  was i n c l l ~ d e d  i n  t h e  ncsJ ad-?-i:inn, 

i 1 - s~  - 9 r m i ~ - h  r:f t n e  o r i g i n a l  end wall nf t h e  1A93 b u i l d i n g .  Fi reproof  

( c c n ~ '  7-,.i8:.~i,?n r-~as :1sed i n  this qdr l i t ion .  In some 07' the c l a s s r o ~ r r  st-orage 

 area^., ' 1~21:rneta.L studs and cut expanded metal 1a:ke a n d  ?laster a r e  11sed to 
- - -  .-,-,.>ar..rilr.- t 3 3 m  frorr  the classrnorn space .  Rathrooms f o r  s t u d e n t s  were 3dded i n  

t. isc-,~en:_ and at. the west end of the h a l l  or1 t h ~  s e c o n d  f l o o r  for t e a c h e r s .  

I t t r : n r  o~:*:iined his innova? ions  i r ~  h i s  159-1 ReporE to +b.e S t .  Louis "nard cf 

E d u c y - .  17': . 

: .c , ,-- 
--..= - Named after President Ulysses S. Grant. Grant 

;--- - - 6 - - ,  7 7  

' J ,  
r 

-- 
Scl~ool has stood at 3309 Pennsylvania Avenuc - 7 - 

+ - 
since 1893. It remained a viable neighborhood - - .  

- school until I 993. Designed by architect August -+- .-, , 
9" : I  

- 

--  l-_ -I! -... L ,-- 
+: z : ,  , - -  - -. - - 13. Kirchner, it received additions by Urilliam R. 

Ittner in 1901 and 19 13. It was convertcd to a 
.. . . . .  -. . - - - - -. . - . -  7.- 

I .=-- - -, 
r- --I-. 

-,-- - - - _- ==A - _ ' " middle school in 1968 and was closed in 1993. - 
-. - - 

Vacant and open to the elements. the decrepit 

hu;ldin~ i c  hlight on the immediate neighborhood near Gravois. A major historic rehabilitation 

pro+x+ is planned to convert this building into apartments. It retains integrity of Location. 

Design. Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association. 
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' ~ 8  1-95 Photograph of Grant School from the northeast. 

P:r~c?ograph courtesy of the St. Louis Public Schools Records 
,7 * ~ r ~ ' _ e r  / Archives. 
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Ca 19:' Pl~otograph of Grant School, showing the 1901 addition 
Courteqy of'thc St. 1,ouis Public Schools Records Center /Archives 
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Photorzrapl? courtesy of the St. Louis Public Schools Records Center lhrchives 

Aria1 \ icv  of Grant School. ca 1967 prior to construction of the multi-purpose room on the south 
end. I'lioto~~rnyh courtesy of the St. Louis Public Schools Records Center / Archives. 
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Current ~bntnyraph of Grant School, fiom the southeast. showing 1968, I901 and 1893 portions. 
Patricl Sfcclc. Photographer. 
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Santbrllrn Fffap, St. Louis, Missouri 1903; Vollme 9 ,  sheet 68 
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S a n b o r r ~  Map St. Louis Missouri, Vol 9, 1903-51 Sheet 68 
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Photour,3;cphy key 
Patr '.ck S~eele, Photographer 
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Map of St. Louis, MO 
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2004 photograph from the northeast ' 1 893 tloor plans from A. H. Kirchner Drawings 
' Main East fagade, 2004 

North and west elevations from the northwest 
Photograph of the 1901 addition and the 1893 building from southeast 

' Site Plan with the 1968 addition shown in black 
2004 photograph of the south wall, 3rd floor southeast classroom 
Jane Porter, Carolyn Hewes Toft, Landmarks Association of St. Louis, National Register 

Nomination, Frank. P.Blair School 1982 
Forty-Second Annual Report of the Board of Presidents and Directors of the St. Louis Public 

Schools, p 24 
Troen. Selwyn K., The Public and the Schools; Shaping the St. Louis System, 1838-1920, 

University of Missouri Press, Columbia, MO 1975 pp 2 14-2 15 
Ibid. pp 5-7 

- Ibid. p 143 
Monitorial System Website, www.constitution.org!1anc/lan~sys.htrn 

'4 Troen. pp145-147 
Ibid. p 21 1 

"bid. pp 2 15-2 16 
Ibid. p 148 

". H. Klrchner Plans for Gravois School, 1893 
'" Kirchner Plan for third floor addition to Blair School 1894 
- L  Porter and Toft, Frank P. Blair National Register Nomination 

This photograph came from the draft Chouteau School National Register nomination of 1983 
This drawing of Ittner's addition of 1898 came from the Chouteau School NR nomination. 
Based on comparison of Ittner's drawings for Grant and Chouteau additions 
Deborah B. Wafer, James Denny; Mount Pleasant School National Register Nomination, 

1984 
9 880 photograph of the original Gravois School, from the collection at the St. Louis Public 

Schools Records Center / Archives 
" This 1893 drawing by A. H. Kirchner includes the Gravois above the main entrance, but the 
name is changed on the sheet to Grant. 

The site plan for the 1901 addition to Grant School shows three portable classrooms located 
on the lot south of the original building. The St. Louis Public Schools Record Center / Archives 
notes on the photograph of the original Gravois School that it was opened and served to house 
over flow students from this newer Grant School. 

Board of Education of St. Louis, "Public School Messenger", Vol. 35, January 1938. p 105 



NPS Form 10-900 a OMB Approval NO 1024-0018 (8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page -28 Grant School 
St. Louis, (Independent City) MO 

7 q - Board of Presidents and Directors of the St. Louis Public Schools; 42"d Annual Report, 
1895-96 p I 
7 r  Ibid. p 2 

Ibid, p 2 
- Photograph of the cover of the printed Specifications for the addition and alterations at Grant 
School, W. B. Ittner, 1901 
j3 This is a reproduction of W. B. Ittner's elevation drawings for the 1901 addition to Grant 
School 
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Photograph List 
Grant School 
3009 Pennsylvania Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Patrick H. Steele, Photographer 
Preservation Support Services 
August 2004 and March 2005 

View of 1893 portion, from the Northeast 
View of the main entrance from the East 
Detail of the main entrance 
View of the building from the Southeast 
View of the school from the West 
View of the school from the Southwest 
View of the 1968 addition from the Northwest 
View of the 1893 school from the Northwest 
View of the main corridor stairs, first floor looking west 
View of the corridor into the 1901 addition, looking south 
Detail of south wall of the third floor southeast classroom 
Detail of first floor teacher closets in west wall, 1893 first floor classroom 
Detail of the main stairs in the northwest portion of the 1893 building 
Detail of second floor classroom in 1893 building 
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Site Sunlc!., Lot I of Grant School Apartments 
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