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NEELY SCHOOL. 

Also noteworthy is the plan design of the school. Developed by William B. Ittner, a Saint Louis architect 
employed by the Saint Louis School District and well-known for school design, Everett School's architects 
Meier & Meier utilized Ittner' s E-plan ( or "open-plan") in its design. Of the four schools discussed above, 
Everett School is the only one built with this design. The E-plan was first used by Ittner in 1900 on three 
elementary schools in St. Louis. Everett School's design closely follows Ittner's much-used plan. 
Similarities include Everett having a long center hall which parallels the street; three wings projecting from 
the body, one on either side, and one in the middle; classrooms located in each wing; center wing having 
an entrance staircase; two stories tall with raised basement; of fireproof construction; the entrance being 
rather monumental and embellished; and secondary entrances located at the sides and rear of the school. 
("St. Louis, Missouri, Public Schools of William B. Ittner"National Register Nomination, 1992) 
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Finally, Everett School meets the registration requirements set forth in the "St. Louis, Missouri, Public 
Schools of William B. Ittner," National Register Nomination, 1992. These requirements include "retain 
physical integrity; retain original materials; retain characteristically-shaped plan, scale, roof shape and 
fenestration; additions should not obstruct the adjoining elevation, although a non-obstructing addition on 
a side elevation is permissible." As previously discussed, Everett retains a high degree of integrity. 

Gymnasium and Power Plant 

Both the gymnasium and power plant are locally significant under Criterion C as representative examples 
of the work of the architectural firm Eckel & Boschen. J.W. Lehr was also the contractor for the 
construction of the gymnasium. Eckel was selected as the architect of the gymnasium and the power plant 
because he previously designed Central High School in 1894. He later designed the tunnel connecting 
Central High School to the gymnasium. Central High School was built in the Romanesque style. Eckel 
successfully married the Romanesque and Colonial Revival styles together in his design for the gymnasium. 
The Romanesque-style arch-topped windows repeat the same pattern as the high school while the wider 
proportions and stone sills reflect the Colonial Revival style of Everett School. The roof pitch is the same 
as Central while the parapet on the projected entrance lines up and mimics the parapet on Everett. The 
cornice, while less ornate, also mimics Everett's cornice. Locating Central High School and Everett School 
together was the only instance of the combined use of resources of a high school, an elementary school, a 
gymnasium, and a power plant in Saint Joseph. (Annual Report of St. Joseph Public School Board of 
Education, 1909) 

Contractor: 

J.W. Lehr 

James Wesley Lehr was born in Bremen, Indiana in 1855. He began to learn the trade of carpentry at the 
age of eighteen. He moved to Kansas in 1875 and lived there for four years before moving to Bethany, MO 
where he started a furniture factory. 1be factory prospered until 1886 when it was destroyed by fire. Lehr 
moved to St. Joseph following the fire and took employment with one of the leading contracting firms of 
the day. He struck out on his own in 1889 and by 1916 he was able to incorporate into the Lehr Construction 
Company, with himself as president and general manager. The firm built several of St. Joseph's finest 
buildings and homes, including City Hall, the Y.W.C.A., and the Christian Scientist Church. Lehr 
Construction Company was awarded the contracts to build Hall School, build Blair School, build the Bartlett 
School addition, repair the McKinley School, and build the new Washington School in addition to building 
the new Everett School. Lehr was also awarded the contract to build the gymnasium. Lehr Construction 
Company is still in business today and is still family-owned. (Missouri: Mother of the West, Williams, 
1930). 
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Alfred Meier practiced architecture from the late 1800's to the early 1900's in both St. Joseph and Atchison, 
Kansas. While he divided his time between the two cities, he made St. Joseph his home. His son Rudolph 
Meier also became an architect and joined with his father to form the firm Meier & Meier. Some of the 
buildings Alfred designed include the Block Brothers Building in St. Joseph, the Mount Saint Scholastica 
Academy and St. Benedictine Monestary in Atchison, KS, the Court House in Savannah, MO, and his own 
home at 28th & Clay in St. Joseph. (St.. Joseph News-Press and St. Joseph Gazette, Obituary, May 8, 1916) 

Rudolph Meier joined his father sometime around 1908 and practiced architecture in St. Joseph until 1922, 
after which he was no longer listed in the City Directory. Rudolph is credited with designing the Noyes 
Hospital, the Lincoln Building, and North High School (now Lafayette High School). Together, the firm 
of Meier & Meier was hired to design the new Everett School. (Historic Architects of Saint Joseph, MO, 
Prawl) 

Eugene R. Meier, another of Alfred's sons, was also an architect and City Directories show him living at 
the same address as Rudolph Meier beginning in 1923. Eugene Meier was hired by the School Board to 
design the two-story classroom addition to Everett School in 1961. The School Board had a policy in which 
they tried to retain the original architect when proposing changes to existing schools. Perhaps Eugene was 
also involved in the firm of Meier & Meier. 

E.J. Eckel 

Edmund Jacques Eckel was St. Joseph's most prolific architect with a career that last over 65 years. He was 
born in France in 1845 and studied at !'Ecole des Beaux-Arts. He arrived in St. Joseph at age 24, on his way 
to Kansas City, delayed by a washed-out bridge. Eckel worked tirelessly over his career and had numerous 
partnerships. Eckel, while working independently, was hired by the School Board to design the High School 
in 1894. He took on Walter Boschen as a partner in 1908. Eckel submitted a gymnasium design for the 
school which was chosen in 1907. After much discussion and a series of changes assisted by Boschen, the 
gymnasium was finally built in 1909. (Historic Architects of Saint Joseph, MO, Prawl; and numerous 
references in School Board Minutes, 1907-1909) 
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Walter Boschen relocated to St. Joseph to become Eckel's partner. They remained partners from 1908-1911, 
when Boschen accepted an offer to relocated to New York City. However, city leaders convinced Boschen 
to stay to see out the construction of the First Presbyterian Church which he designed along with Eckel. 
They also convinced him of that fact that he would have plenty of opportunities to design other buildings 
in St. Joseph. Their persistence paid off, and Walter Boschen stayed, forming his own independent practice 
until his death in 1955. Walter Boschen also designed the First Christian Church at 10th and Faraon and the 
Century Apartments at 25th and Union. (Historic Architects of Saint Joseph, MO, Prawl) 
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The nominated property occupies all of Lots 1-6 and Lots 8-12 and the Wlilumbered Lot lying East of and 
adjacent to Lot I and the South 15.8 feet of Lot 7, all in PATTON'S SUB-DIVISION of Lots 9 and IO Block 
6 PATEE ADDITION, an addition to the City of St. Joseph, Buchanan County, Missouri and that part of 
Lot 8, Block 6 PATEE ADDITION, an addition to the City of St. Joseph, Buchanan County, Missouri, 
described as follows: Beginning at the Southeast corner of the said Lot 8; thence North along the East line 
of the said Lot 8, 81. 7 feet; thence West parallel to the South line of the said Lot 8, 94.0 feet; thence South 
parallel to the said East line 68.4 feet; thence West parallel to the said South line 58.0 feet; thence South 
parallel to the said East line 13.3 feet to the said South line; thence East-along said South line 140.0 feet to 
the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification 

The Boundary includes the portion of the city lots which retain their original property lines and have been 
historically associated with the nominated property. This boundary excludes the property originally 
occupied by Central High School (demolished) and the existing additional parking lot across Fourteenth 
Street which was not associated with the property during the period of significance. 

Photographs 

The following information is the same for all photographs: 
Everett School 
826 South I 4th Street, Saint Joseph, 
Buchanan County, MO 
Photographer: Shelley White 
Photos 1-6, September 2004 
Negatives on file with Shelley White, 1316 Francis Street, St. Joseph, MO 64501 

List of Photographs 

See the Site Plan for indication of camera angles. 

I. Facade, West side 

2. Facade, Southeast side 

3. Facade, East Side 
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4. Gymnasium and Addition, East side 

5. Power Plant. East and South sides 
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6. Gymnasium and Kitchen Addition, South and West sides 

7. Main Hall, facing South 

8. Main Hall, facing North 














