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1. Name of Property

historic name _Washington Hotel
other names/site number __Washington House

2. Location

street & number__2 South Main Street [ n/a ] not for publication
city or town Greenfield [n/a] vicinity
state_Missouri code _MO_county__Dade code 057 zip code__ 65661

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ,

[ x ] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registerin progemes
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedurat and professional requirements set forth in 6 CFR
Part 60. In my opinion, the propert []x ] meets { B does not meet the National Register ccilteria. | recommend that this
‘psg?g%ré% t%e[ c]o)nSIdered significant | ] nationally [ ] statewide [ x }lecally. ( See continuation sheet for additional

o A
( 22-: %& 6.l
Signature of certitying official/Title Claife’F. Blackweil/Deputy SHPO Date

Missouri Department of Natural Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

in_my opinion, the propert meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.
(Seg cgntinuation%hget or[a]ddltlona‘ gomments[ 1) egister critena

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date

[ ]entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet [ ].
[ ] determined eligible for the National
Register
See continuation sheet [ ].
[ ] determined not eligible for the National
Register.
[ ] removed from the National Register
[ ] other, explain see continuation sheet [ |.
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5.Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
contributing noncontributing
[X] private {X] building(s) -
[ ] public-local [] district 1 0__building
[ ] public-state []site ‘
[ ] public-Federal [ ] structure 0 0__sites
[] object
0 0___structures
0 0 ___objects
1 0 __total
Name of related multiple property listing. Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National Register.
N/A : N/A
6. Function or Use
Historic Function Current Functions
Domestic/hotel _Vacant/ Not In Use
Commerce/Trade/restaurant
7. Description J
Architectural Classification Materials
- foundation_Brick
Italianate :
Other: two-part commercial block walls Brick
Stucco
roof Asphait
see continuation sheet [ ].
other Wood
Tin

see continuation sheet { ].

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

See continuation sheet {x]
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8.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[X]1 A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[}1B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past.

[ 1C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,

or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic vaiues, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

[]D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[1A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
[1B removed from its original location.

{1C a birthplace or grave.

{]1D acemetery.

[1E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[]F a commemorative property.

[1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past
50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
Commerce

Periods of Significance
1882 - 1952

Significant Dates
1882

Significant Person(s)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown/Long, Arch M

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the National Register
[ ]designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#

Primary location of additional data:

{x] State Historic Preservation Office
[ ] Other State Agency

[ ] Federal Agency

{ ]Local Government

{ ] University

[x ] Other

Name of repository:___Dade County Public Library




USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form

Washington Hotel
Dade County, Missouri

10.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _Less than 1 acre

UTM References
A. Zone 15 Easting 425660 Northing 4141100 B. Zone Easting Northing

C. Zone Easting Northing D. Zone Easting Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle__see continuation page

organization date
street & number telephone
city or town state Zip code

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Compiete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state zZip code
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Summary:

The 2 1/2-story, plus raised basement, Washington Hotel is located at 2 South Main Street on the northeast corner
of the courthouse square in Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri." Built of locally-manufactured bricks in 1882 and
expanded between 1900-10, the building features modest Italianate styling applied to a vernacular (two-part
commercial block, as described by Longstreth)? hotel form. Elements include a pilastered exterior with a bracketed
cornice above courses of serrated brickwork, tall windows with segmental arches, a low-pitched hipped roof with
dormers on all four sides and a deeply recessed entrance under a round arch. The central biock measures 40 feet
across the front (west) elevation by 45 feet in depth. The building is painted red with white trim. Wings add 16
feet and 28 feet to the west and north elevations, respectively. Over the years, verandahs which originaily
wrapped around three sides of the hotel have been removed although their locations can be easily inferred
because of joist holes, highly visible ghost lines and entrances opening onto space. Within its relatively unaltered
late 19th Century interior, the original hotel building provided 15 sleeping rooms and another seven sleeping rooms
were available in the early 20th century additions. Although somewhat deteriorated after standing vacant for
several years, the Washington Hotel is relatively intact in the main except for a collapsed wall at the southeast
corner and the loss of the verandahs. An architect who inspected the building last year reported that despite the
wall damage and other deterioration, it is in good structural condition.®> The building, which has been stabilized
pending repairs, retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location, setting, feeling and association.

Elaboration:

The Washington Hotel faces west toward the Dade county Courthouse from the northeast corner of the courthouse
square where South Main Street and East College Street intersect. The National Register-listed Greenfield Opera
House Building (12/10/98) is on another corner of the square, at Water and Allison Streets. Fronting on South
Main Street, the west (primary) elevation of the Washington Hotel consists of the 2 1/2-story, plus raised
basement, main block and a one-story, plus raised basement, wing addition (16 x 36 feet) on the south. The larger
wing addition (24 x 28 feet), also one-story with a raised basement, is attached to the northeast portion of the
original building. The basement is accessed from central entrances, the fower portions of which are below street
level. The exterior brick walls are three wythe (approximately one foot) thick. The bricks are laid in a common
bond. From grade to cornice, the main block is 36 feet high.

The west facade of the main block, measuring 40 feet across, is divided into three bays by brick pilasters. These
pilasters are structural as weil as decorative. They thicken and strengthen the walls while visually emphasizing the
central bay and creating a paneled effect. The central bay is the narrowest of the three bays. It contains the
primary entrance which is deeply recessed behind a round-arched opening containing a sign with the painted
words, WASHINGTON HOTEL. Directly above the main entrance is a second floor transomed entrance which
originally opened onto the upper deck of a wooden verandah which wrapped around both sides for more than half
the length of the building. The main entrance was accessed from the first level of the verandah. Today neither of
these entrances is accessible due to the removal of the verandah and the wide frame staircase which began at the

public sidewalk. The front portion of the verandah, less its original scrollwork balustrades, was removed only a few
years ago. _

1 . . .
Although theWashington Hotel is depicted as a 3 2- story building on Sanborn maps. it reads more strongly as a 2 "a-story
building with a raised basement.

2. o .
Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, Washington, D.C., The Preservation Press. 1987, pp. 24-53.

3 . o .
Laura Jean Derrick, “Building Evaluation for Washington Hotel.” March 6, 2001, pp. 1. 18.
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On the main and upper floor of the two bays that flank the middle bay are tall, double-hung 2/4 windows with
segmental arches. Fenestration of the basement level is different, consisting, from north to south, of an entrance,
two windows, an entrance and a boarded-over window. The middle basement window which is directly below the
main entrance is segmentally arched. Other basement openings in the west elevation have flat arches.

The original building is capped by a low-pitched hipped roof with a truncated apex with a flat deck area on top.
Asphalt covers the still-in-place original metal roof with standing seams. The deck can be reached through a
trapdoor in the ceiling. Frame, shed roof dormers are situated on all four hips. Individual dormers are centered in
the west and rear while pairs of dormers are centered in the side (north and south) elevations.The dormers contain
smaller versions of the segmentally-arched, 2/4 windows found throughout the building. Four shaped or otherwise
elaborated brick chimneys emerge from the perimeter walls. Two of the chimneys are on the east (rear), and one
each is on the north and south sides of the building. For the first two decades or so after the hotel was constructed
in 1882, the major rooms were heated by cast iron stoves which were attached to flues in the chimneys. Between
1900 and 1910, Sanborn maps indicate, the hotel became steam-heated and was wired for electric lighting.

On all facades, wooden eaves project into a deep cornice which conceals the original, boxed-in guttering of the
roof. Below the overhanging eaves is a wide frieze board which is divided by a horizontal wood molding and
decorated with pairs ofornate wooden brackets. The brackets, which are aligned with the pilasters, are typical of
the ltalianate style. Below the frieze on all facades, four courses of corbelled bricks are arranged in a decorative
band between the corner and central pilasters. In two of the courses, the bricks are set at an angle with their
corners protruding for a serrated or “saw-toothed” effect. In the middle bay of the primary (west) facade only, this
decorative band is parallel to the base of the transom above the central doorway that opened onto the upper level
of the verandah.

Although painted red several years ago, historic photographs indicate that the old hotel was white from an early
period. The dormers, now painted white, appear a much darker color in a ca. 1905 photo. The frieze is also dark
in the photo, while the scrollwork balustrade of the verandah is a light color. Today the paint is peeling at various
locations around the building.

South of the main block, a 16-foot wide by 36 feet deep wing addition continues to an adjacent two-story building
with which it shares a common wall. This one-story brick addition with a raised basement is sheathed in pressed
metal stamped with a brick design and painted white. The basement portion extends westward eight feet (the
width of the verandah of which it had been a part). At some time after 1924, the lower portion of the porch was
enclosed and made part of the south wing. The facade of the projecting basement portion has a molded tin
cornice with a fleur-de-lis motif and other stylized designs. A central transomed entrance with what appears to be
an original door is flanked by two tall fixed windows on each side with a vertical mullion between them. This
wooden door consists of a large vertical window above horizontal panels.

Originally overhung by the roof of the missing front verandah, the upper floor of the south wing contains two tail,
evenly spaced windows with segmental arches. These upstairs windows are similar to those in the main block. At
the edge of the slightly projecting roof is a plain fascia board. The flat roof of the addition siopes rearward. The
roof of the larger east addition is also flat and slopes rearward. Sanborn maps indicate that both additions were
constructed between 1900 and 1910. Despite its similar windows and long association with the hotel, with which it

commgnicates imernally,. the overall appearance of the south wing with its contrasting white paint and metal
sheathing suggests that it was a separate building.

The other qulic facade, thg north side elevation, fronts on College Street (originally North Street) and is longer
than the main (west) elevation. The only entrances are in the basement, but otherwise the north elevation is
organized like the west elevation in that it is divided into three sections by pilasters. Pilasters flank the middle fifth
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of the elevation and also are located at the corners. Five tall, segmentally arched double-hung 2/4 windows
similar to those in the front are evenly spaced across the facade on the main and upper floors. Fenestration of the
raised basement is similar but the central bay and the adjacent east bay contain entrances instead of windows.
The east-of-center entrance has a transom similar to the windows but shorter. Treatment of the roofline is similar
here and throughout the building, with bracketed eaves and courses of decorative serrated brickwork. Two shed-
roof dormers are perched on the roof.

Continuing eastward from the main block, and flush with its north wall is a two-story (one story plus basement)
brick addition measuring 24 by 28 feet. Windows on the north facade, two per floor, are segmentally arched 1/1s.
There are two exterior doors. Fenestration on the lower level, from east to west, is window, segmentally arched
dtoc;rl, window, flat-arched door. This wing is said to have been constructed on the site of the original hotel livery
stable.

The south apd east elevations of the original building have fenestration which is similar to that on the west and
north elevations. The segmen_tally arc;hgd windows on these less-public facades are similar to those on the public
facades, as well. The only major deviation between the exterior walls on the less-public facades compared with on
the public facades is the absence of brick pilasters on the former.

The interior including the stairway is substantially intact. Walls and ceilings are plaster with wooden trim and
moldings. The plaster has been applied directly to the interior brick. Two steps lead down into the basement from
the outside entrances. The raised basement has a 10%z-foot ceiling. The old steam boiler and room radiators
remain intact in the lower level, and the northeast room has a concrete slab along the east wall which appears to
have been a hearth for a cooking stove. A restaurant was on this floor. A staircase leads from the basement to
the main floor and continues to the attic level. Both the main floor and the second floor have 12-foot ceilings. The
interior of the south addition has molded tin ceilings.

The' original hotel contains 24 rooms of all types. The raised basement, essentially a service level, has five
business rooms plus a furnace area. The hotel's major public rooms such as the parior-reception room and the
public dining room were on the first (main) floor, along with one sleeping room. This floor originally contained four
parlors and a bedroom but over the years, as the hotel faded, the pariors were converted into bedrooms. The
sgcond floor has 10 sleeping rooms and the top half-story with the dormers has four sieeping rooms. The south
wing has a business room on the lower level with three sleeping rooms on the upper level. The east wing currently

contains a two-room apartment on each floor. It is possible that these two apartments were originally four
separate sleeping rooms {two on each level).

In 1910, the lower floor of the south addition housed a barber shop and the southwest room of the original building

contained a tailor shop. Over the years, other services provided on the lower level included a shoe cobbler and a
clock repair shop.

Although deteriorated due to lack of maintenance compounded by several years of vacancy, the Washington Hotel
is almost surprisingly intact. It maintains its original architectural design and materials. As deterioration worsened,
the porches were removed for safety concerns but a portion of the front porch was intact at least as recently as
1992. However, the location of the verandah on the west and north elevations can easily be inferred from joist
holes and ghost lines in the brick walls. On the south, it wrapped around where the historic addition was
constructed. Vintage photos depict the porches with sufficient clarity for repfication, which is planned. The
southeast corner was damaged in connection with a wintertime fire in an adjacent building. The subsequent
freezing and thawing of water that entered the hotel weakened the integrity of the corner and it fell. Most of the
original bricks were recovered for use in a proposed rehabilitation. Some of the boxed guttering on the north
elevation has been removed for safety purposes.
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Most of the interior woodwork is still in place. No interior partitions have ever been removed above the raised
basement. Plywood has been used to temporarily segment some rooms and provide more bedrooms on the
second floor. Most of the wood floors are intact with some deterioration on all floors from roof leaks. The stair
railing and balusters are in excellent condition. Although wooden plank floors were built over the original concrete
floors in the raised basement, this did not change the usage.

A building evaluation conducted in 2001by architect Laura Jean Derrick, of Springfield, concluded: “The
Washington Hotel is in good condition considering it is over 120 years old and has been left without maintenance
for a number of years. Except for the porch and southeast corner and a few minor repairs, the building is in good
structural condition. The tuckpointing and replacement of deteriorated wood is minimal. The roof condition is fairly
unknown until some removal takes place. However, when taking into consideration demolition costs and
reconstruction of a new facility, maintaining this structure with its historical context may prove to be a cost-effective
decision. This building is a fine example of the building types of the fate 1800s and contributes architecturally to
the other buildings around the square.™

The evaluation was at the request of the Dade County Historical Society which hopes to see the Washington Hotel
rehabilitated.

4
Ibid.
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Summary:

The Washington Hotel in Greenfield, county seat of Dade County, is eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion A with local significance in the area of Commerce. From its grand opening in 1882
through its closing in the late 1960s, the Washington Hotel was a significant commercial entity in Greenfield and
the larger Dade County area. Constructed of locally manufactured bricks, the hotel is the only extant building on
the courthouse square which pre-dates the arrival of the Kansas City, Springfield and Memphis Railroad in
Greenfield in 1886. Whiie there were other hotels and boarding houses in Dade County, the 2Y2-story with a
raised basement Washington was the largest and most opulent. With its wings it could accommodate at least 20
gvernight guests and contained 30 rooms overall including ground floor shops. The hotel was particularly
important in the decades when the horse was the primary means of transportation. Farmers who traveled to the
county seat to buy supplies and transact business before returning home the next day were likely to spend the
night at the Washington. The hotel also housed countless businessmen, traveling salesmen and theatrical troupes
who came to Greenfield to perform at the Greenfield Opera House across the public square (listed in the NR
12/10/98). Local citizens used the hotel as a meeting place, for dining, and as the site of weddings and parties.
Not only was the Washington a significant commercial entity in itself: its presence was important to the economic
devel'opm'ent of the larger community. Today the Washington is the only surviving hotel in Greenfield. Despite
dgterlorat|on and structural damage to a rear corner, an independent architect has pronounced the building with a
raised basement as relatively fit. The loss of its wraparound verandah was unfortunate, but even without it the
Washington Hotel is a significant, visually strong presence on the Greenfield square. The period of significance
begins with the completion of construction in 1882 and ends in 1952, the arbitrary 50-year cutoff point for National
Register listing.

Elaboration:

ngg County was established in 1841, with Greenfield designated as the county seat in the same year. No
buildings are 9xtant in downtown Greenfield from this period and the Washington Hotel is the oldest and one of the
largest surviving structures on the square (the Dade County Courthouse is the largest). At the time of the hotel's
construction in 1882, the square was almost completely lined with brick buildings that had been built to replace
frame buildings that were casualties of the Civil War. The county’s second courthouse, which reportedly had been
used as a fortress by Federal militia during the Civil War, was burned in October 1863 by Confederate forces led
by Colonel Joseph Shelby during Shelby's incursion into Missouri from Arkansas in the fall of that year. An earlier
svc;v;/rsnown hotel was among Greenfield’s commercial properties that were destroyed or badly damaged during the

Construction of the Washington Hotel was completed in August 1882, one year after it began. The contractor was
Arch M. Long, who was commissioned for the job by Washington Lodge Masonic Order #87 which erected the
hotel as an investment. The reported cost was $9,000.° The site consisted of two lots that had been purchased
from Alexandgr Snadop by .R. S. Jacobs, prominent businessman, banker and former Worshipful Master of Lodge
#87. Jacobs filed a quit claim deed in September 1882, giving the lodge sole ownership of the hotel. The Masons
ovyned or leased the top floor of a three-story building on the northwest corner of Main and College Streets
(diagonally across the street from the Washington Hotel), and apparently did not use the hotel for lodge-related

5John N. Edwards, Shelby and Hi i
ohn N. Edwar s, elb. gnd His Men: The War in the West (reprint edition: Waverly, Missourt. General Joseph Sheiby
Memorial Fund, 1993; originaily published 1867).

6
Greenfield Advocate, March 26, 188S.
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purposes.” Bricks used in constructing the original 40 x 45-foot portion of the Washington Hotel were made at the
local McReynolds & Griggs Brickyard.? ‘

In its early years, the Washington Hotel was ideally situated for anyone having business to conduct on or around
the Dade County square. Nearby were the R. S. Jacobs Bank (today the Citizen’s Home Bank) and a two-story
print shop (which by 1909 had become the C. Z. and Will O. Russell Abstract Company, which remains today). By
1889 two colleges, a public school, two hardware stores, two newspapers, four drugstores, two millinery shops, a
farm implement store, two restaurants, a meat shop, a billiard hall, three hotels, three woodworking shops, a
wagon and buggy factory, two barber shops, a boot and shoe shop and the Greenfield Opera House (built in 1888)
were located in and around the square.” “From its earliest days business was good, but after the railroad spur was
built connecting the mainline [of the Kansas City, Springfield, and Memphis Railroad] with Greenfield in the 1880s,
the hotel's star ascended,” wrote regional historian Leland Fox. “Twice daily passenger and frequent freight service
saved Greenfield. From then on drummers drove out to the countryside and took orders from the general
merchandise stores located a few miles apart, whichever direction one traveled from Greenfield,” said Fox."

Deservedly, the Washington Hotel was considered quite elegant by the local press. On February 2, 1883, the year
after the Washington Hotel was completed, the Greenfield Advocate reported “A gay party [in the Washington
Hotellon Friday evening. The gas at the Washington Hotel was turned on; the double doors of those spacious
parlors were flung wide, and everything in and about them shone like burnished gold in the effulgence of the sun.
By half past eight, a goodly number of young ladies and gentlemen were gathered there for the purpose of
engaging in a ‘whirl’. Mr. and Mrs. Clark were the hosts.”

The Washington Hotel was the largest hotel in Dade County, but it was not without competition as a haven for
overnight visitors. One or two boarding houses were located on the Greenfield square at about the time of its
construction (as depicted on the 1885 Sanborn fire insurance map). By 1892 the largest of these, a two-story
building on the southwest corner of Main and Water Streets, was a full-fledged hotel known as the Delmonico
Hotel. By 1924, there was still a hotel in the building at this location but it had been renamed the Greenfield Hotel,
Sanborn maps indicate.” The fact that there was enough business to support both the Washington and the
gelmonic?z{Greenfield for many years suggests that Lodge #87 succeeded in its goal of creating a thriving
usiness.

Especially during the egrly years of ownership of Lodge #87, improvements to the Washington Hote! were
common. As repo.rted in the Advocate, Wiley Cook put a “substantial plank sidewalk” in front of the hotel and
Solon Mauzy received the contract for a new roof, outside woodwork and a fresh coat of paint in 1887; and the

7
John Snadon, grandson of Alexander Snadon, oral history, February 2001; Deed Records, Book 33, p.189. Dade County
Courthouse, Greenfield, Missouri.

8Greenﬁeld Advocate, October 6, 1881.

9 I
ods eed’s istory of Polk, Cedar, Dade, and Barton Counties, Vol. 1, Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1889,
p. 466; Hilda Wallace, “Greenfield, Missouri, Historical Presentation Paper ,” Dade County Library Collection, 1975.

1 .
0Leland Fox, “Washington Hotel Museum,” pamphlet, 1971, p.5.

11
Sanborn Insurance Company maps for Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri, dated 1885, 1892, 1900, 1910 and 1924.

1 . .
2Anhur C. Griffith, pamphlet of Washington Lodge #87 (no date).
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inside woodwork was repainted and the walls papered in 1889. The year after it was completed, 1883,
“improvements” at the Washington Hotel were being made by a Major Stephenson, the newspaper reported.
Installation of a new tin roof on the Washington House by A. Helphenstine was reported in 1883."° The
Washington Hotel and the Washington House apparently were one and the same.

When the Greenfield Opera House was completed on the square in 1888, it brought much activity to downtown
Greenfield. A range of celebrities including pianist John William “Blind” Boone and orator William Jennings Bryan
performed at the opera house, which was host to a wide variety of entertainment including vaudeville, drama and
moving pictures. Many entertainers and other paying guests came by train and made use of the accommodations
provided by the Washington Hotel. After an evening at the opera house, “parties went to the Washington House
(Hotel) for supper and afterward to the spacious parlors for social exchange.™* While there were other eateries in
Greenfield, it seems likely that the Washington Hotel was the first choice of many for truly refined dining. The hotel
also was a base for traveling evangelists and politicians. Cattlemen’s conventions, teacher's meetings and
afternoon teas were other activities held within its walls.*

This began to change in the 1920s, however, as automobiles became increasingly common in Dade County. A trip
to Greenfield from outlying areas no longer required an overnight stay in town. Individuals began renting rooms by
the week or by the month instead of by the single night. The large parlors were converted to individual rental
rooms. The main floor dining room was similarly closed, aithough a restaurant remained on the ground floor with
shops (gypically barber, beauty, watch and shoe repair shops) which provided commercial services into the late
1960s.'

Various individuals managed the hotel over the years but Masonic Lodge #87 retained its ownership for
approximately 30 years. The lodge sold the Washington Hotel to Dee White on August 26, 1912. This was the
beginning of a parade of owners. The last owners during the period of significance were brothers D. And Claude
Graven, who purchased the property on March 9, 1946." During ownership by the Gravens, the property which
had consisted of Lots 1 and 2 was divided into (and eventually sold as) three separate parcels.

In Main Street on the Middle Border, Lewis Atherton described the significance of hotels like the Washington to
country towns during the years when “village life moved at the pace of horse-drawn transportation.” Greenfield
was a service center for farmers and the Washington Hotel was a necessity because of “the leisurely moving pace

of travel.” The following passage suggests that a case for including both the town and the hotel in Atherton’s book
might easily have been made:

Even hamlets were likely to have hotels because of the leisurely moving pace of travel. Some village hotels
were two and three stories tall, with long porches, chairs and settees, where guests cooled off on drowsy
summer evenings and lazily watched the parade of strolling villagers.....Sample room for drummers, perhaps

13 -
Greenfield Advocate, March 13, May 3, July 16, 1883; September 15, 1887; June 6, 1889.
14Lockwood Leader, August 10, 1888.
15 .
Fox, op cit.

16 .
Elwood Robertson, an 83-year-old Greenfield resident, interviewed by Dolores Dodson and Diane Hurd in April 2001.

17
Dade County Deed Record Book 33, p.189: Book 131, p.317; Book 199, p.137: Book 202. pp.259. 267: and Book 203.
pp-90. 267, 810 indicate ownership changes during the period of significance.
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a “saloon parlor” with piano, and a dining room were common.....On the second floor were the guest rooms,
furnished with bed, chairs, pitcher and basin, and a chamber pot.....Local villagers saw only the glamorous
side [such as].....The constant coming and going of theatrical troupes, travelling salesmen.....In larger towns,
capable of supporting two or more hotels, the lesser drummers and house-to-house canvassers...could
register at cheap, second-rate establishments.'

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Greenfield was large enough to support two hotels. The
Delmonico/Greenfield was the other, and of the two the luxurious Washington would not have been considered the
lesser. Sanborn maps depict it as a larger, more substantial building than the Delmonico/Greenfield. Among the
other qualities mentioned in Atherton’s nostalgic description, the Washington had the requisite porch where guests
could relax, converse and survey the passing scene. The Washington's porch was a two-story verandah which
wrapped across the front and well into both side elevations. Although the hotel is basically a ghost of its former
self and even the verandah is no longer present, it will be replicated if preservation plans for the building are
successful. Today the Washington Hotel remains a visually strong presence on Greenfield's public square and is
still evocative of its past when the horse was king, and beyond. The end date of the period of significance is set at
1952 because the hotel maintained an important, if less glamorous, position in the economic development of
Greenfield after it ceased to function as a traditional hotel.

By World War Two, the Washington had lost much of its importance in the transition to what amounted to an
apartment building in order to serve guests seeking a more permanent rental situation. According to long-time
Greenfield resident Elwood Robertson, “the hotel no longer had a luxurious image, but rather had become
utilitarian in nature.”®

There is a local percep_tion that the Washington Hotel was constructed over caverns which were used as a station
for the underground railway and as a cache for weapons during the Civil War. No attempt was made, in
connection with this nomination, to document this perception.

18 . . .
Lewis Atherton, Main Street on the Middle Border, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1954, pp.33, 59-60.

19 .
Robertson. op cit.
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Washington Hotel
Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri

Historic photo of north and west elevations, circa 1905

Source: Dade County Historical Sociery




NPS Form 10-900-a

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section 8

Page _10

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Washington Hotel
Dade County, Missouri

S e 77 e

[vfu%éz.. A
043 2z
n

e ol
o7&

573

Sy or2

g
§

&

B
Ny

NORTH

3
$
LN
~
L ¥P7 fIe

o] e
1x X .__,(}('.

“l’-(l E_z' // T2 B X BT A
N
5 oo
Zmag
A,

) {rrnn
Sl | g

RIS E?
2% 7 ”{Mﬂ l"” L

il Ea"d”‘r‘#&
I

]

-

so02

1y

Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri, 1885

Source: Sanborn

Map Company

VAT [RN4

&

.-
AP 7 A

2

rUEL/IC

CGU/?’:,HO(/F‘[
{]

Ml
JAIL .

d
{
0
U

ors
3 -
2

i
-;5

e

6.7 o re.

SQUARE

p l /Voﬁlp.u wre:

(A% 4

SOUTH

522
N

22

"z A

|

! ‘umm- 4 |
El _7)) //(/o‘

¢ COban i
e

AL A - /d‘f‘ ["‘
153

"3
£
~
l;’ ;
)
TR
TL

Cron 472
o N, N

p
"g J)G'.fﬂo] l I.B
;t:P

!&‘/‘Qu Y1 lrer

Z. . ‘}
Nornore
[ oo

/]

s

T

GOS8 JO7
Tw

AQs”




NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section _8 _Page _11_

OMB Approvai No. 1024-0018

Washington Hotel
Dade County, Missouri

J;J ’iZ4

221

-
wrise 276 ¢

s Otz
Lol

Drvgs.

v escas.

RISTIAN
. CHNUARCH .

-
[:J
i, Ses

Soe

66

Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri, 1892

1

|

Vi !

oo @it I

r....... [

s, 3
wksumérond ¢ (1T 3
LN H 3
? ! ‘\t R
fmme === [N ojt o
707 e /73 .m»vl/(;ﬁ'l sy Lnr L7777

Source: Sanborn Map Company

ad

Sy

LOCUST EROVE,
I 2 Al
Covar Mo
W v,
rRUBLIC SQURRE .
q
tocusTr GROYC.
—_———
IR 1274 208 220
2 [ I ’ \. 42 0
¢ . )
N (L N
Qit 9
N | :
it 8
s <
B ' $
| S
’ | v
el t

i

1£204]

SOUTH

¥ (]
~
A -
LAY}
A
~
D
3
N «
s IR v
&
< > >
3 1y 5
P b B P
\ IZZAERYZE
CRApUpE § L L €
cors crerie 124
Q:.(g !(c‘l/ﬂ\
DN|
s
Oy, fl-wym- -~
T,
~0r Y
S8
Semeliy v
Ms7eridss . J
(d —
::-[ e
Q)
wik J
hzymwut
[
NLLL
2 71/".] 7] st
<. .
T~ L]
oy ¥ P
3 A
i ol 24 g1 guersd 8
RIITE v avST fits
[N vitthe
'q‘:; 3 N,
IS flet s, _re sbee o
U Ulomor tones #insz” !
[y N A
1 N -0 B 77y
SN |
274 275
‘af2 Uruys ] 1iullls 82 8m.
N
Ll
] L. L) S t
= Zeme
ol Idar[. |
'8 (L4
e _ '
wle I
E‘" Milly i
"o
off Meo/
q | E

IJ777ed v XaTrer )
‘3 Aer ~a |
.

Ariecv 1

-

2
avane l

o&




NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section _8 Page _12_

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Washington Hotel
Dade County, Missouri

————=
brv.

O -

Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri, 1900

|
i
s {
| 7
T -I r
a7
- T
1P lles N
22 SIS Al -
T s o

Source: Sanborn Map Company

Fad
'3
.
PP
K74

i’ y
r
k2]

|
|
!
[;-\
{
. S
. ‘_p;

#

JQUARRE

578

NORTH

=)
o

so/

2 J % ¢
{RiaTIA
Cnumen 5
v VY
e — :
e s
JeAVrrmre TR Swritiwns Sevenvo

SOUTH

822
N . PJ
o \lvrch A

P
]
L]

Al Cossier

W
{5

«
)
.

Devaronico Horer




NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section _8 _Page _13

OMB Approvat No. 1024-0018

Washington Hotel
Dade County, Missouri

(SOUTH)

|
’__'r__l o
FANN .
o) > .
i1
: R
r QllLl par Fi"
:I & SFS N
)
J -
104 AR
HasumwsTon HoTEL.
NemeLroae"
tware ooy
8
Droe County Covat Ho.
Npar$reves: {marelamey
ALL S BROLYCRACHED
Jriuswe Covocotns
[ 7]
J
—~
I
&
’
° |&
r4
~—
] ©
. L]
- P a2 e R B 7 MR Rl 72 1 LI
Ll R s‘ Y ",-Z”‘%&‘O
; -
{;.- ¢ & 1R 1 TK
m B A S« < ] a8
of g £3
By B -
L} P N &
w ] 3 Ml
R VY : [T
o Il e | 1
i = S R
U atlmmmrek .- ad Jlrwa
4
R
| %
9
&

A/ AN

g I]V:-H: v g IZH
: i:\; \‘{ /l‘l"/ry, Hrere d Iz
; O Aetrons.
K
'
[}
kR
L
Yo
I‘.’Z
o
N
o
3
2
Er
M‘g;
o x|
N
Q'a-'|
P
S
&
AS T4
A3
ALLY
;’7 ""! 22 f255% 226
! /3 aw T PR w
1 (4 L. »~
'é .. ¥ P& ’Q'@\ A
L.l 0wy 1 \2 !t§~
o DN
§ . ! ;
* I Crmpon sy
& &\ / : 4 -
g « !
g !
R AN |
B et St T TTT T
8 |
. . 7
N ¢ J z.'/m
----- =R
5 s
!
t
]
!
l
|

Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri, 1910
Source: Sanborn Map Company



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Washington Hotel

Section _8 Page _14 Dade County, Missouri

T4

K4
LA AT AN 74 77
.7 Yoyl i e -
I U el & MAIN meme
/

( Jage Coowry CouRT Ho.
< Newr Sronesxnrs: £00¢
1l Woees Jasiy CRACRCS

—— Bun s Covocwwes

= |
R |
&Ly ) |

To &C ecarcy

I £ , “ I
""zvf'l('ziz(‘jﬁz"'"
IN ———-
o
TR - S L S
——— \ - _? o 272, AR
q cyyacv e 20
z & =-
g \r 74
/ d .
l 4 i
( - . -
( 9] 3:{ 3
L— — 9 L.

- re - et e . e — = m - — - — = =

Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri, 1924
Source: Sanborn Map Company




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Washington Hotel

Section _9 Page _15_ Dade County, Missouri

Bibliography:

Atherton, Lewis. Main Street on the Middle Border. Bloomington, Indiana, Indiana University Press, 1954.

Blackwell, Anne. “History of Greenfield Washington Hotel Museum,” in Facts and Fiction of Dade County,
Missouri. Greenfield: Vedette Publishing Company, 1976.

Dade County Quasiqui-Centennial Association. “125th Anniversary Souvenir Program.” Booklet printed for Dade
County Historical Society, 1966.

“Dade County, Missouri, Sesquicentennial." Booklet printed for Dade County Historical Society, 1991.
Deed Record Books, Dade County Courthouse, Greenfield, Missouri.
Derrick, Laura Jean, “Building Evaluation for Washington Hotel,” 2001.

Fox, Leland. “The Greenfield Washington Hotel Museum.” Pamphlet printed for Dade County Historical Society.
Greenfield, Vedette Printing Company, n.d. [ca. 1972).

Goodspeed's History of Polk, Cedar, Dade, and Barton Counties, Vol. 1. Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing
Company, 1889.

Greentield Advocate. Various issues.

Griffith, Arthur C., “A Century of Freemasonry: History of Washington Lodge No. 87, A.F.& A.M., of Greenfield,
Missouri.” Greenfield: Vedette Publishing Company, 1947.

Hulston, John K. A Look at Dade County, Missouri. Published by Citizen's Home Bank of Greenfield, 1985.

Lockwood Leader, August 10, 1888.
Robertson, Elwood, longtime Greenfield resident, interviewed April 2001 by Dolores Dodson and Diane Hurd.

Sanborn Map Sanbom insurance maps for Greenfield, Missouri, 1885, 1892, 1900, 1910, 1924,

Snadon, John, grandson of Alexander Snadon, interviewed February 2001 by Dolores Dodson and Diane Hurd.

Standard Atlas of Dade County, Missouri. Chicago: George A. Ogle and Company, 1903-04 (1998 reprint).
Wallace, Hilda, “Greenfield” (historical presentation), Dade County Library, 1975.

West, Goldie, Dade County Genealogical Society, interviewed September 2001by Dolores Dodson and Diane Hurd.




e —————————— RN

NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
. Washington Hotel
Section_10.11 Page_16_ Dade County, Missouri

10.
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Washington Hotel is the same as the legal description, Lots 1 and 2 of Block 5 in the town of
Greenfield, Dade County, Missouri, or as depicted on Dade County Tax Map #12-04-19-202.

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompasses all of the land historically associated with the Washington Hotel.
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Photographs:
The following information is the same for all photographs:

Washington Hotel

2 South Main Street, Greenfield

Dade County, Missouri

Photographer: Cletis McConnell

Date of photographs: April 23, 2001

Negatives on file with Dade County Historical Society, Greenfield, Missouri

West (primary) elevation, facing east.

North and west elevations, facing southeast.
West facade of south addition, facing east.
Southeast comner showing collapsed portion, facing northwest.
Double doors separating pariors.

Former meeting room (converted to bedroom).
Stairway from main floor to ground level entrance.
Third floor stairs with archway.

Detail of archway on third floor.

10 View from third floor landing.

11. Dormer window in northeast room on third floor.
12. Bathroom with sink.
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