

MISSOURI WELL INSTALLATION BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 6, 2009

DIVISION OF GEOLOGY & LAND SURVEY

111 FAIRGROUNDS ROAD

ROLLA, MISSOURI 65401 

OPEN MINUTES 


The regular meeting of the Well Installation Board was held on November 6, 2009 at the Division of Geology & Land Survey in Rolla Missouri.  A quorum being present, Mr. Robert Lawrence, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:00am.
Board Members Present: Mr. Robert Lawrence, Chairman, Mr. Fred Schoen, Vice-Chairman, Mr. Danny Flynn, Ms. Annetta St. Clair, Mr. Bob Broz, and Mr. Joe Gillman.
Board Members participating via Conference Call:  Ms. Harriet Beard
Legal Counsel Present: Mr. Don Willoh, Assistant Attorney General 

DEQ staff Present: Mr. Steve Sturgess, Ms. Beth Marsala, Ms. Sheri Fry, Ms. Tracy Ray and Mr. Chris Wieberg
Guests Present:  Ed St. Clair, Gerald Buechting, David Schnell, Lindell Lindsey, Mike Woolsey, James Cook, Linda S. Cook, Jay Gallagher, Gary Webber, Rick Guill, Carol Eighmey, Kaly Erwin , Dr. Jim Williams and Steve Bodenhamer
INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Lawrence welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced himself.  He asked the Board to introduce themselves, followed by the audience. 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 7, 2009 BOARD MEETING 

The Chair asked if there were any changes or corrections to the minutes from the August 6, 2009 meeting.  Ms. Beard moved to accept the minutes as written.  Mr. Flynn seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MONITORING WELL RULEMAKING FINDING OF NECESSITY

The Chair recognizes Ms. Sheri Fry.

The monitoring well rule changes are on public notice for the Regulatory Impact Report.  The public comment period ends December 12, 2009.  Staff would like to bring a final proposal to the board at the February meeting.  In 2005 the Legislature passed a law that said that when a rule is promulgated there must be a finding by the agency that the rule is necessary to carry out the purposes of the statute that granted such rulemaking authority.  Since it is the duty of the board to promulgate rules, the finding must be signed by the board.
PERMIT APPEALS

There are no permit appeals before the board at this time.

BRANCH CHIEF’S UPDATE

The Chair recognized Steve Sturgess

Mr. Sturgess updated the board on several changes in division personnel.

PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR WELL CLOSURES

The board recognized Gary Webber with the Missouri Rural Water Association

Mr. Gary Webber indicated that Missouri Rural Water Association does not have anything to add to the request that was made at the last meeting to create a special class of permit to plug abandoned wells.  The Association did send the board a letter and Mr. Webber indicated that he would answer any questions the board might have. A discussion ensued.  A copy of that letter is attached to the minutes. Mr. Sturgess indicated that the division is not taking a position on this issue.
REPORT OF NEBRASKA GROUT STUDY RESULTS
The chair recognized Ms. Beth Marsala

Ms. Marsala gave a brief presentation on her attendance at a conference in Nebraska that presented the results on a grout study that was conducted.

Missouri Carbon Sequestration Project

The chair recognized Mr. Steven Bodenhammer

Mr. Bodenhammer gave a brief presentation on the Missouri Carbon Sequestration project.  In conducting this project they will need to drill a monitoring/test well.  It is possible the lowest bid will come from a driller that is licensed somewhere else besides Missouri.  On behalf of he Missouri Carbon Sequestration project Mr. Bodenhamer requested that the Board consider a special meeting by telephone, if necessary, to consider an appeal to allow a driller that is not licensed in this state to drill this well. They plan to begin the project in early 2010 before the next board meeting that will be held in February.
Ms. St. Clair moved that staff work with the questions that come in and take appropriate actions and contact the board if appropriate.

Ms. Beard seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MISSOURI WATER WELL ASSOCIATION COMMENTS

The Chair recognized Mr. Lindell Lindsey, A&M Pump.

Mr. Lindsey spoke on behalf of the Missouri Water Well Association.  They are concerned with the request to create a special class of permits for abandoning wells.  The Water Well Association does not see a need to have this special class.  They believe there are an adequate number of permitted, experienced contractors available all over the state that provide this service.  They also believe that, in many instances, this experience is crucial to properly plug a well.  They encouraged the board not to create this special class of permit.
OTHER BUSINESS
The chair recognized Dr. Jim Williams.
Dr. Williams wanted to point out what a successful job the Board has done since its inception and how much better the state is doing in comparison to other surrounding states.
The chair recognized Ms. Beth Marsala.

Ms. Marsala informed the board that the Section is working with the Information Technology and Services Division (ITSD) to make it possible to submit and pay for monitoring well certification forms online.  This process is coming to a close and ITSD is expecting to have an application ready to test in the next two to three months.

PUBLIC COMMENT AND CORRESPONDENCE

The chair recognized Carol Eighmy, Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund (PSTIF)
Ms. Eighmy wanted the board to be aware of a request made to the Section about the Monitoring Well rules.  There are questions that PSTIF has about some of the language and definitions in the latest draft of the rules.  PSTIF wants the opportunity to sit down with the section and work through some of those language and definition issues before this rule is published.  
FUTURE MEETING

Ms. St. Clair moved that the May meeting of the Well Installation Board be held on May 7, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. in Rolla, Missouri at Division of Geology and Land Survey.  Mr. Broz seconded the motion. Motion carried.

ROLL CALL VOTE FOR THE NEXT CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Schoen made a motion that the Well Installation Board meet in closed session at 9:30 a.m. at the next regular meeting, February 22, 2010 for the purpose of discussing matters protected from disclosure by law as provided for in Section 610.021, RSMo., including but not limited to: legal actions, pending litigation, and attorney-client privileged matters with the board’s attorney.  Mr. Flynn seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: Ms. Beard, yes; Mr. Broz, yes; Mr. Flynn, yes; Mr. Gillman, yes; Ms. St. Clair, yes; Mr. Schoen, yes. Motion carried.

Adjournment

Mr.  Schoen moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Ms. St. Clair seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 12:15p.m.


