
7.1.4 Special Conditions/Commonly Used Special Conditions/ 
Pollution Prevention 

Applicability: 

Pollution prevention (source reduction) practices can be utilized as BMP-type special conditions 
in State Operating Permits (NPDES Permits). 

Content:  

Pollution prevention has been shown to reduce costs as well as pollution risks through source 
reduction and recycling techniques.  The Pollution Prevention Act of 1990 established a national 
policy for a hierarchy of waste management: 

1) Pollution should be prevented or reduced at the source, whenever feasible; 

2) Pollution that cannot be prevented should be recycled in an environmentally safe 
manner, whenever feasible; 

3) Pollution that cannot be prevented or recycled should be treated in an environmentally 
safe manner; and  

4) Disposal or other release into the environment should be employed only as a last resort 
and should be conducted in an environmentally safe manner. 

These should be viewed as establishing a set of preferences, rather than a requirement. But the 
waste management hierarchy as national policy implies that openness to and consideration of 
pollution prevention practices should be routine in permitting.   

The Pollution Prevention Act emphasizes that pollution prevention means source reduction and 
defines source reduction as any practice that: 

1) Reduces the amount of any hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant entering any 
waste stream or otherwise released into the environment prior to recycling, treatment, or 
disposal; 

2) Reduces the threats to public health and the environment associated with the release of 
hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants; and 

3) Increases the efficiency of using raw materials, energy, water, or other resources, or 
protects natural resources by conservation.  

Pollution prevention includes the Best Management Practices (BMP’s) which have traditionally 
focused on good housekeeping measures and good management techniques that attempt to 
avoid contact between pollutants and water as a result of leaks, spills and improper waste 
disposal.  However, BMP’s may include production modifications, operational changes, materials 
substitution, materials and water conservation, toxics use reduction, internal or external reuse of 
wastes and other such measures. 

Pollution prevention practices are frequently described through examples that primarily relate to 
industrial settings.  However, source reduction is also applicable in agricultural operations, 
domestic wastewater treatment, drinking water treatment, storm water control programs, land 
disturbance and other activities. 

Legal References:  



Code of State Regulations 

  10 CSR 20-
6.010(8)(B)

Construction and Operating Permits - Permit Terms and Conditions 

The Pollution Prevention Act of 1990

Other Links: 

Search for "Pollution Prevention"     www.google.com
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