
2.3.3.3 Permitting Framework and Scope/Permit Program Areas/ 
Storm Water Sources/Municipal 

Applicability:  

Provides introductory information about EPA’s and the Department of Natural Resources’ storm 
water program requirements in municipalities designated as being responsible for operation and 
maintenance of a “Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4).” 

Content:  

General:  Storm water in municipalities is often conveyed to receiving streams through storm 
sewer systems that were constructed in the developed areas.  Municipal storm water is known to 
usually be contaminated with a wide variety of substances including ordinary litter, sediment, 
motor oils, animal wastes, fertilizers and pesticides, detergents from car washing, and other 
substances.  It has become apparent that in order to achieve Federal and State water quality 
goals, storm water from municipal sources must be controlled. 

Phase I of the EPA storm water rule was issued in 1990 and was mainly directed at land 
disturbance and industrial sites where contaminated runoff could be generated.  Municipalities 
were encouraged to develop programs to control storm water but there were no major 
requirements on municipalities. 

Phase II of the EPA’s storm water program became effective on December 8, 1999 and required 
all municipalities with a population of 10,000 or more and also municipalities with a population of 
1000 or more that are inside an urbanized area to be covered by a storm water permit specifically 
written for MS4 entities.  Municipalities included under the rule are required to implement six 
“minimum control measures” including (1) Public Education and Outreach, (2) Public Involvement 
and Participation, (3) Detection and Elimination of Illicit Discharges, (4) Construction Site Storm 
Water Runoff Control, (5) Post Construction Storm Water Management, and (6) Pollution 
Prevention and Good Housekeeping measures.  All of these measures were to have been in 
effect by March 10, 2003. 

Storm sewer systems that discharge to a combined sewer which is permitted separately are not 
covered by this rule.  However, the definition of a “separate storm sewer system” includes any 
method of conveying storm water including streets, ditches, swales, or any other manmade 
structure that directs flow. 

Legal References:  

Missouri Clean Water Law, Chapter 644 
  644.026.1(8), (13), 

(16) and (21)
Powers and duties of commission--rules, procedure 

  644.051.2 and 3 Prohibited acts--permits required, when, fee--bond required of permit holders, 
when--permit application procedures--rulemaking--limitation on use of permit fee 
moneys. 

Code of State Regulations: 
  10 CSR 20- 6.010 Construction and Operating Permits 
  10CSR 20-

6.200(1)
Storm Water Regulations - Storm Water Permits - General 

Code of Federal Regulations: 

http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C600-699/6440000026.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C600-699/6440000026.HTM
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/C600-699/6440000051.HTM
http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/csr/current/10csr/10c20-6a.pdf
http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/csr/current/10csr/10c20-6c.pdf
http://www.sos.mo.gov/adrules/csr/current/10csr/10c20-6c.pdf


  40 CFR 122.26 EPA Administered Permit Programs: NPDES - Storm water discharges (In 
particular: 122.26(a)(1)(ii), 122.26(a)(2), 122.26(a)(4), 122.26(b)(14) 
(Definition)) 

Other Links:  

DNR web page, Phase II Background, Highlights, and Governance

DNR web page, Local Government (MS4) Programs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Stormwater Program

Stormwater magazine
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http://www.epa.gov/epacfr40/chapt-I.info/chi-toc.htm
http://www.dnr.mo.gov/env/wpp/stormwater/sw-phaseii-info.htm
http://www.dnr.mo.gov/env/wpp/stormwater/sw-local-gov-programs.htm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=6
http://www.stormh2o.com/sw.html
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