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Subject- 2012 Triennial Review of Water Quality Standards- Regulatory Impact Report Comments 

Dear Mr. Hoke: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Regulatory Impact Report (RR) for the proposed 2012 
revisions to Missouri's Water Quality Standards (WQS). The RIR discusses potential economic impact to 
the residents of Missouri if the proposed changes in the 2012 WQS are implemented. The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) has trustee responsibilities for Missouri's fish, forests and wildlife and 
suggests that economic benefits of protecting these resources be considered as described below. 

Missourians in a recent MDC survey conducted by the University of Missouri indicated a strong interest 
(93%) in our fish, forests and wildlife. These interests take many forms and can translate into economic 
benefits. One clear indication of the public's interest in aquatic resources is that approximately 1.1 million 
citizens annually participate in angling activities in Missouri. According to the most current National 
Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation, a total of $1.1 billion is spent on angling 
alone annually in the state of Missouri (2006 dollars). Fourteen percent of this $1.1 billion originates from 
non-resident anglers further demonstrating that the value of Missouri's aquatic resources are recognized 
outside of our borders. The sustainability and quality of these public fisheries is directly dependent on the 
quality of the water in which the fish live. 

The aforementioned economic benefits of angling do not reflect other forms of fish and wildlife recreation in 
and around the waters of the state. For example, results of a recent MDC Missouri River recreational use 
survey identified economic value in aquatic related activities such as hunting and wildlife watching in 
addition to angling. These non-angling activities are not unique to the Missouri River. From reservoirs in 
the northern plains to the pristine Ozark streams to the unique Bootheel drainage ditches, MDC staff 
stationed in every county can attest to many forms of recreation in aquatic habitats. The economic value of 
these activities surrounding Missouri waters has not been assessed, but the intrinsic value of these activities 
should be acknowledged in future regulatory impact reports. 
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MDC applauds DNR's leadership in providing an infrastructure to protect the biological integrity of 
Missouri's aquatic resources. Consideration of the economic benefits of protecting these aquatic resources is 
a critical part of the costhenefit assessment. Increased protections, as could potentially occur through the 
proposed Exceptional Aquatic Community designated use, can pay high dividends to our resources and 
Missouri's citizens in the future. 

I ask that you keep my staff informed and request appropriate information concerning Missouri's fish, forest 
and wildlife resources as needed. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT L. ZIEHMER 
DIRECTOR 

c : Tom Draper, Mike Kruse, Dan Zekor, Karen Bataille, Rebecca O'Heam, Mike McKee, 
Chris Vitello, Paul Calvert, Brian Canaday, Sherry Fischer 


