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Flows, Sediment and Water Quality

Siltation at upper end of 
Lewis and Clark Lake (Gavins 

Point Dam)

Lost floodplain connectivity and 
nutrient exchange, spawning 
cues, habitat conditioning
Less sediment available to rebuild 
habitat, lost turbidity changes 
water quality and allows sight 
feeders to have an advantage
Water temperature below dams
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Sediment: Missouri Relative to the 
Mississippi River Load

Approx 75 of 150
Million tons / year

Over 5.5 million 
acre-feet of 

sediment deposited into 
reservoirs 

and within the BSNP

Since the 1930s 
coastal  Louisiana 

has lost over 
1.2 million  acres of land

Approx 325 of 400
Million tons / year

Siltation at upper end of 
Lewis and Clark Lake 
(Gavins Point Dam)


