
Summary 

The Missouri Solid Waste Composition Study was a three-year project to understand the 
characteristics and composition of solid waste entering transfer stations and landfills in Missouri. 

Phase I examined Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) in 19 of the state's 20 solid waste management 
districts. During this two year activity, 140,581 pounds of residential and commercial MSW was 
hand sorted into 6 major material categories, 26 minor material categories, and 16 potentially 
hazardous categories. The results were recorded by weight and volume. Those results are 
explained on pages 93-122. 

Phase II examined the non-MSW waste components at 14 landfills throughout Missouri. Waste 
loads deposited at these 14 landfills were observed for a one-week period at each facility. The 
waste was subjectively analyzed and recorded into one of five solid waste components (MSW, 
construction, demolition, industrial, and "other"). A further visual examination of each load was 
made and the percentage of each major material was estimated. Those estimated percentages 
were then applied to the weight of each load to determine the weight of each material. The 
results of each of the solid waste components (other than MSW) are explained on pages 123-138. 

There were some minor differences found between disposal facilities examined in Phase I (see 
the chart on page 109). However during Phase It there was considerable difference in the waste 
composition of the landfills observed. Some of these differences could be explained through 
demographic similarities of the areas surrounding the landfills. The landfills were grouped by 
population demographics into three categories (large metropolitan landfills, small metropolitan 
landfills, and rural landfills). Results based on these groupings are explained on pages 139-166. 

The table on page 168 lists the solid waste components and materials by landfill type and total 
for Missouri. 

The charts on page 169 depicts the total solid waste components, the MSW component, and the 
construction component, in both tons per year and percent of the total. 

The charts on page 171 depict the demolition waste components, the industrial waste 
components, and the "other" waste components, in both tons per year and percent of the total 

The charts on page 173 depict the tonnage for each solid waste material within each waste 
component, and the combined materials from all waste components. 










	Summary



