District Grant Rule Revision Workgroup 

Meeting Notes

March 13, 2006
Next meetings – in Jefferson City.  Exact location to follow


April 4   10:00 until 3:00

Draft topics: complete discussion on audit recommendations, finish any items left in parking lot


May 2    10:00 until 3:00 



Draft topic: input on draft rule language changes

Parking Lot

Compliance audit – what does this mean?

Look at 10 CSR 80-9.050.  Uses terms like aggregate, score and rank implying a once a year scoring of grant proposals.  May need other words to give the districts the flexibility to have more than one grant cycle in a year.

When does a grant really start?  What approval signals the beginning of the grant term?

Need further discussion on management of grant balance and timing of cycles.

SB225 language

RSMo 260.325.10.

“Year” timeframe can be different for different districts (state, federal, calendar).  May need clarification in rule that the dates may vary.

Audit timing and annual report.  120 days after audit for annual report due date more helpful – though can still be difficult to get audit completed with a report in 120 days.  Suggest 6 months.

Suggest having opportunity to request extension for annual report with proof of a contract for an audit.

RSMo 260.335.1.

Does the $200,000 need direction on how spent?  This portion talks only about the distribution of funds.

What about any amount left over from the $200,000?  No need…the law says up to $200,000.  If the full amount is not used, it remains in the Solid Waste Management Fund.

RSMo 260.335.2.

(1)  No rule change

(2)

· When does decennial data kick in?   Answer…when the census data is issued.  May need to put this information in the rule.

· What if fraud is found at a landfill or transfer station and they owe $.  May want to put consequences in rule.

· Is there a need to put the current calculation process (the quarterly estimates) in rule?

Solid Waste District plans – should there be rule language on their use and measurement of success?  Would be helpful to know why types of grant proposals support plan.

State Auditor Office

Solid Waste Management Program Audit

Page 9  Recommendation A

Ensure quarterly reports are submitted by the districts in accordance with department policy before allocating additional funds to the districts.

· Include due dates for quarterly reports such as 30 days after the end of the quarter

· Be clear in rules about parts pertaining to subgrantee requirements and district requirements.

· What are the consequences of not providing quarterly reports on time?  Suggestions: withhold funds until quarterly reports provided; Notice of Violation: withhold funds and redistribute them to other districts.

Page 9 Recommendation B

Ensure districts are audited as required by state law and audit reports are submitted and reviewed, and adopt procedures to follow-up on all district audit recommendations.

· How does DNR ensure when audits are due and what are the consequences if not submitted?

Page 9 Recommendation C.

Adopt procedures to perform regular onsite inspections of all districts.

· The districts would like guidance on what an onsite visit or performance audit would entail.  Could results from a visit or performance audit be shared with the other districts so they can learn about what to do, or not to do.  Sharing this type of information at a planners’ meeting would be ideal.

· The districts would also appreciate assistance on how to do things right.

· Suggest having a discussion on the Terms and Conditions a topic of the planners’ meeting.
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