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A. CALL TO ORDER 
Vice Chairman Gary Vandiver called the meeting to order in Jefferson City, Missouri, at 
12:35 p.m. Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw and Gary Vandiver were 
present, which made a quorum. 

B. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
1. March 21, 2014 

Thomas Bradley made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 21, 2014 
Commission Meeting. H. Ralph Gaw seconded the motion. When asked by the 
Chair, H. Ralph Gaw, Thomas Bradley, Charles Ausfahl and Gary Vandiver voted 
in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

C. MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
1. Joe Engeln presented an update on the Nutrient Reduction Strategy with 

information regarding the schedule for the strategy and the major areas the 
strategy will cover. State development and implementation of nutrient reduction 
strategies are a major focus of the Hypoxia Task Force (HTF) of which he is 
member representing Missouri. This group is looking at water quality in the 
Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. He stated that12 land grant colleges in 
the Mississippi River Basin signed an MOU with the HTF to support nutrient 
reduction strategies in the basin. 

The University of Missouri has a newly formed Water Center in the College of 
Food and Natural Resources which is using an interdisciplinary approach. 

He stated that the Commission may wish to annually review the funding for 
research within the budget and to issue an annual request for research proposals to 
determine how the program's needs can be met through research grants. 

He stated the Department is trying to be more strategic by putting staff and 
resources to the highest priorities of the people of Missouri. 

2. Kurt Boeckmann discussed the Agriculture Nonpoint Source portion of the 
Missouri Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy which has six categories for 
agricultural nonpoint sources: Animal Agriculture (manure management); Sheet, 
Rill and Gully Erosion; Cover Crops; Grazing Pasture Management; 4 R's and 
Nutrient Management; and Edge of Field practices (saturated buffers etc ... ). He 
stated that draft documents had been sent to designated review groups for 
comments and will be finalized in July. 
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3. JR Flores presented an update on the Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP). Mr. Flores stated that this was a new program that mobilized 
partnerships to multiply investment that reach common conservation goals. It 
encourages paiiners to work with producers and provides assistance through 
partnership agreements and program contracts or easement agreements. It brings 
innovation, new ideas, resources and local expertise to solve problems. He stated 
that over five years, USDA plans to invest up to $1.2 billion, and with partners 
matching funding that could be as much as $2.4 billion for conservation. The 
RCPP program funding is based on the following: 40 percent of all projects are 
based on a national competitive process, 25 percent is a state competitive process 
and 35 percent is for projects in designated critical conservation areas. 

Mr. Flores stated that the Secretary established eight critical conservation areas 
that have been given priority. These areas have significant agricultural production, 
they benefit from water quality and quantity improvement and they contain 
landowners and producers that need to meet or avoid negatively impacting 
regulations. The two critical conservation areas in Missouri are the Mississippi 
River Basin and the Prairie Grassland Region. He stated the priority resource 
concerns for Missouri were water quality degradation, soil quality degradation, 
insufficient water, soil erosion, inadequate habitat for fish and wildlife and 
degraded plant condition. He reiterated that this program encourages paiinership 
agreements and that it is competitive. Mr. Flores stated that NRCS was accepting 
proposals for RCPP, the pre proposals would be due July 14 and full proposals are 
due September 26 and eligible lan~s include all of Missouri. There are a large 
group of eligible applicants. He stated that NRCS may give higher priority to 
proposals that deliver a high percentage of applied conservation to address 
priorities for local, State, regional or national initiatives; significantly leverage 
non-Federal financial and technical resources; provide innovation in conservation 
methods and delivery; and also assist producers in meeting or avoiding the need 
for a natural resources regulatory requirement. Next Mr. Flores presented 
examples of eligible conservation activities and stated the partnership agreements 
may not exceed five years. 

Mr. Boeckmann also discussed the RCPP and how the Department of Natural 
Resources will be coordinating proposals between the soil and water districts, 
State and Federal agencies and agricultural stakeholders. He stated how the soil 
and water conservation districts may fit into RCPP categories if they are 
interested in applying. He stated that the Soil and Water Conservation Program 
staff will be sending a survey to get an idea of how many districts intend to apply 
for the program and try to coordinate any overlap of proposals. He stated there 
may be many pre proposals submitted, and the Commission will be updated for 
those accepted to submit a final proposal. He stated a copy of the request for 
proposals and guidance would be placed on the intranet. 
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D. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR'S 
COMMENTS 
1. FY 2014 Cost-Share/SALT Fund Status 

April Brandt presented an update on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 cost-share/SALT 
funds status. She stated that the numbers were based on the June 6, 2014. The 
allocated amount for FY14 cost-share was $30,982,644. The obligated amount 
was $24,082,388 and of that amount, $19,219,564 had been paid to landowners. 
She stated that in FY14 they had a cost-share appropriation of $27 million, but 
due to several different factors throughout the year they may claim approximately 
$22 million. She stated that according to MoSWIMS on June 10, 2014, they had 
paid out approximately $20 million to the districts, the districts had until midnight 
on June 15, 2014 to submit payments for FY14. 

Next Ms. Brandt updated the Commission on FY14 SALT cost-share. She stated 
they had allocated $1 ,090,557 to 20 projects, $691,969 had been obligated and of 
that amount, $566,077 had been paid. 

2. Plan for the Future Updates 
Colleen Meredith presented an update on the Plan for the Future. She stated that 
subcommittees had been meeting and there are representatives from 
approximately 59 districts on the committees and the districts have been very 
engaged. She stated that the Outreach/Information Education Committee would 
be meeting again and would work with the Program Delivery and Operations 
Committee. She stated from cmTent numbers there are 39 districts with interns. 
The intern program was a suggestion of Program Delivery and Operations 
Committee. The Program Delivery and Operations Conunittee is working on 
recruitment, retention and job progression for the districts. She stated the Current 
Conservation Practices Conunittee will meet again within a month. The 
Paitnership and Emerging Issues Committee consists of districts and paitners that 
the Soil and Water Conservation Program works with and is scheduled to meet 
tomorrow. This committee is cochaired by Steve Taylor and Gary Vandevelde. 
She informed the Commission that Partnerships and Emerging Issues were going 
to be the topic for discussion during the upcoming Area Meetings. 

3. E-Alert System 
Van Beydler stated the program is working on developing an E-alert system for 
the districts. An E-ale11 system is an electronic alert that you sign up for and you 
receive notifications generally through a text message or email. . Each district 
would have a staff member who would be responsible for sending out 
ale11s/notifications. An example of a notification could be when the board would 
be meeting. He stated the Depaitment uses Gov Delivery and that is what they are 
looking at for the districts. 

Ms. Dana Rogge, Missouri Farm Service Agency, stated they have been using E­
Alert since 2011. They have 27,061 email subscriptions and 13,331 cell phone 
numbers for texting service. They use the system for brief bulletins with one or 
two topics, such as program aimouncements, deadline re1ninders and promotion of 
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events and/or special circumstances. She stated that with their newsletters they 
use a standard template and they try to limit it to 10 or 12 articles, it is sent once a 
month. After the newsletters are sent, they post them to their public webpage. 
They also have printed copies. She stated that they promote £-Alerts by using 
display monitors in each office (electronic bulletin board), using sign up cards at 
meetings and tradeshows, but the most effective is customer interaction and word 
of mouth. She informed the Commission that NRCS, Rural Development and 
other USDA agencies use the Gov Delivery System. 

Van Beydler stated the program was working on setting up pages electronically 
for the districts and guidance on how to post e- alerts. 

4. Nutrient Management and Grassland Management Training 
Bill Wilson provided information on the Nutrient Management and Grassland 
Management Training. Mr. Wilson stated there was a Computer Assisted Nutrient 
Management Plaiming Course that was held in eight areas around the state for 
district employees. He stated there was a second training opp01tunity at Lincoln 
University for Nutrient Management certification and there were two training 
sessions for this certification. The first test for this certification is scheduled for 
June 17, 2014 at Lincoln University. Training for Grassland Management was 
held a Lincoln University on May 28 and 29, 2014. The testing for the Grazing 
Management ce1tification is scheduled for June 18 and 19, 2014 at Lincoln 
University. 

5. 2014 Area Meetings Update 
Bill Wilson stated they are working on getting the Area Meetings scheduled for 
the week of July 14-18, 2014. He stated there will be eight meetings around the 
state. The program office worked with MASWCD on the dates and the format 
will be similar to last year. 

6. Cover Crop Project Update 
Ken Struemph provided an update on the Cover Crop Project. He stated the 
Commission approved Chariton SWCD for a pilot practice in March of 2012. The 
district is provided with $50,000 annually for this project and it is in the 3rd year. 
He stated there are 20 operators for approximately 700 acres. Some things that 
have been learned during this pilot are: simplify policy; no-till requirement is 
essential; multi-year commitments are difficult; need to simplify the nutrient 
management requirement; need to remain flexible and operator management is 
crucial to the success of the cover crop. He stated they will be looking at using 
FY15 unobligated funds from the Nutrient and Pest Management Resource 
Concern to fund the pilot statewide. The pilot will have a limit on acres in each 
SWCD and be evaluated using district input prior to it becoming a regular 
statewide practice. 

Next Mr. Struemph covered the policy development and considerations. He stated 
that they relied on experiences from the Chariton SWCD board, district and 
NRCS staff. The purpose is to provide operators an incentive to encourage the 
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adoption of cover crops for reducing soil erosion, improving water quality and 
soil health. It applies to no-till cropland acres where a cover crop management 
system is not currently being implemented. The practice will follow NRCS 
Standards and Specifications using Conservation Crop Rotation, Residue and 
Tillage Management, No-Till and Cover Crop. He stated that the contracted acres 
must be in a two species rotation minimum; the primary crop preceding and 
following the cover crop must be planted using a no-till system; only fall seeded 
cover crops are eligible; and operators applying for annual cover crop funds 
would be ranked for eligibility for cost-share funding . Cost-share would be 
authorized for operators who implement all required components of the Cover 
Crop Pilot practice and cost-share would not be authorized for pasture or hay 
land. 

Mr. Struemph stated the incentive would be $30 per acre per year and a limit of 
20 acres per operator. He stated the benefits of Cover Crops are: erosion control, 
nutrient retention, soil health and crop pest control. 

Mr. Struemph stated the FY15 allocation for Nutrient and Pest Management 
Resource Concern deadline was April 15, 2014. The total allocation was 
$957,458 of that; $549,615 was obligated for a total of $407,843 remaining. 

After discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to approve the N340 expanded 
cover crop pilot practice policy, approve the use of FY15 funding from the 
Nutrient and Pest Resource Concern and approve the open comment period to 
start December 1, 2014 and conclude May 1, 2015 for policy updates to be 
presented for Commission consideration for FY16 implementation. Charles 
Ausfahl seconded the motion. When polled, Thomas Bradley, Charles Ausfahl, H. 
Ralph Gaw and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion 
caTI"ied unanimously. 

7. Our Missouri Waters Lower Grand River Update 
Mary Culler presented an update on Our Missouri Waters Lower Grand River. 
She is the Northeast Regional Watershed Coordinator. She stated Our Missouri 
Waters is a watershed based approach to,identify and solve water resource issues 
in the state. In 2012 three watersheds were chosen for the pilot; the Big, Lower 
Grand and Spring River Basins. She stated the purpose of the Our Missouri 
Waters effort is to identify water issues within a drainage basin, involve local 
citizens to help identify priorities and solutions in the basin, communicate and 
coordinate efforts within the basin. The long term goal is a clean, abundant supply 
of water for communities, farms, businesses, citizens, aquatic life and 
conservation of soil and soil health for both water supply and water quality. She 
stated the Lower Grand River watershed is located in Putnam, Sullivan, Linn, 
Chariton, Mercer, Grundy, Livingston and Carroll counties. She stated she heard 
from the soil and water boards in that watershed that terraces and ponds are poplar 
practices and the boards could use more money for these practices. The local 
SWCD boards and staff have concerns about ground corning out of the federal 
Conservation Reserve Program, farming on steep slopes, and percentage of 
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absentee landowners in their counties. There is interest in cover crops but 
questions about implementation on a large scale and concerns about flooding. 

Next Ms. Culler covered some of the activities in the Lower Grand such as, 
Facebook page, newsletters, workshops, outreach and website. 

Greg Pitchford, an MDC Fisheries Management Biologist out of Chillicothe has 
been working with Ms. Culler in some watersheds within the Lower Grand Basin. 
He stated there are several watersheds that are priorities for the MDC Fisheries 
Division. He infonned the Commission of some sediment issues in the upper 
portion of Locust Creek. He stated that since 1995 they have been battling large 
log jams in one of the most environmentally sensitive areas of the state in the 
Locust Creek area and the future of this area lies in well managed watersheds. 

Next Mr. Pitchford discussed channel incision and widening and grade control 
which are challenges within the Lower Grand watersheds. 

8. Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Update 
Colette Weckenborg presented an update on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 Budget. 
She stated the budget was agreed upon and waiting for the Governor's signature 
and it contained the Department' s request of an increase in cost-share 
appropriation from $27.7 million to $31 million. 

Alan Freeman stated that pending budget approval to $31 million, there is a 
planned increase of 10 percent for the districts in the following categories: 
Grazing Management, Irrigation Management, Sensitive Areas, Sheet Rill and 
Gully Erosion and Woodland Erosion. He stated the increase would be limited to 
the districts' FYI 5 Needs Assessment request. Mr. Freeman stated the cost-share 
would be available on July 1, 2014. This would still allow for a supplemental 
allocation this fall. He stated that the initial FY 15 allocation, as of January 1, 
2014, was $26,366,573 ; with the added proposed 10 percent increase of 
$2,262,797, the total FY15 allocation as of July 1, 2014 would be $28,629,370. 

After discussion, Thomas Bradley made a motion to implement the proposed 
allocation increase, effective on July 1, 2014 pending finalizing the budget.. 
Charles Ausfahl seconded the motion. When polled, H. Ralph Gaw, Gary 
Vandiver, Charles Ausfahl and Thomas Bradley voted in favor of the motion and 
the motion carried unanimously. 

9. Envirothon Update 
Judy Stinson presented an update on the Missouri Envirothon. She stated that 
there were seven regional events and 18 teams attended the Missouri Envirothon 
that was held May 1, 2014, at the Audrain County 4-H Centers in Mexico 
Missouri. She informed the Commission that Pembroke Hill High School had the 
top score by only seven points and Parkway N01th from St. Louis took second. 
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Ms. Stinson informed the Commission that there had been changes at the national 
level. Canon is no longer the main sponsor for the national event. Ms. Stinson 
stated that in 2015, Missouri would be hosting the National Envirothon at 
Missouri State University in Springfield, Missouri. The dates for the event are 
July 27-August 2, 2015 . The last time Missouri hosted was 10 years ago. 

10. District Technician II Responsibilities 
Colleen Meredith stated that the program office has received a number of 
questions regarding Technician II staff in districts signing off on conservation 
practices after they pass the Technician II test. Some questions are regarding if 
Technician II staff are required to sign off on the practices they are certified for 
and do SWCD boards want them to certify those practices are complete. She 
stated that this does affect NRCS staff. 

Mr. J R Flores stated this has been discussed in different offices across the state. 
In the last five years NRCS has eliminated 75-80 positions in Missouri and in the 
next couple of years there will need to be 50 more positions eliminated. He 
pointed out that they just do not have the staff time to certify all the practices. Mr. 
Flores and Colleen Meredith will be working on this issue. 

11. Staff Update 
Colleen Meredith informed the Commission that Christa Moody would be leaving 
the program and going to the Department of Agriculture. 

Ken Struemph introduced Taylor Westfall who was the Summer Intern for the 
program. 

Jim Boschert informed the Commission that Deanna Smith was on leave and that 
the other Coordinators would be covering her districts. 

E. REQUEST/REVIEW 
1. Pulaski Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)- Variance Request 

for DSL-01 Permanent Vegetative Cover Establishment Impacted by 
Flooding 
Jim Plassmeyer presented the Pulaski SWCD variance request. He reminded the 
Conunission that this issue was tabled at the March Commission meeting. 

Mr. Plassmeyer asked if the Commission wished to take the variance request from 
the table to discuss it again at the present meeting. H. Ralph Gaw made a motion 
to take the issue off the table to discuss it. Thomas Bradley seconded the motion. 
When asked by the Chair, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Thomas Bradley and 
Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Plassmeyer stated that last year in late July and early August 2013, South 
Central Missouri received excessive rainfall causing flooding. Pulaski County 
received over 20 inches in August of 2013 flooding thousands of acres for up to 
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two weeks. He stated that there was a Federal Disaster Declaration for Pulaski 
County. This allowed for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) to pay for 
debris removal, fence repair and flood scouring repair. He pointed out that ECP 
only provides funding for reseeding in areas that have been rehabilitated after 
debris removal or repair scouring, not to reseed an entire field . He stated the 
flooded fields where grass stands were affected do not have erosion that exceeds 
"T" and do not currently qualify for cost-share assistance through the Soil and 
Water Conservation Program. Because of this, the board requested a variance to 
the erosion requirement for the DSL-1 Permanent Vegetative Cover 
Establishment practice. 

Mr. Plassmeyer stated that the Pulaski County SWCD Board would like to assist 
landowners in the reestablislunent of flooded fields that do not qualify for ECP. 
Mr. Plassmeyer stated that the board requested a variance to the erosion 
requirement of the DSL-1 practice. He provided the Conm1ission with a copy of 
the 10 CSR 70 1.010 1 (G) Variance Authority stating that the Conunission can 
grant variances to a rule, regulation, standard, requirement, limitation or order if 
there is an arbitrary and umeasonable impact on landowners participating in soil 
and water conservation eligible practices. He stated that since the March meeting, 
district staff had gone out and done evaluations for nine landowners utilizing the 
JS Agron 24 form. There was 300 acres that rated a 10 which is very poor on the 
JS Agron 24. 

Mr. Plassmeyer stated the proposed criteria for the practice approval would be to 
use the NRCS JS Agron-24, seeding and fertility Standards and Specifications 
followed as defined in the DSL-01 policy and require the fields be reestablished 
using no-till. He stated another reason for requiring the no-till is because of an 
exemption in the rules; 10 CSR-5-20(2)(£) states, "foi" a no-till practice to improve 
the vegetative cover of pasture and rangeland to provide continued erosion 
prevention" . 

Mr. Plassmeyer informed the Conunission that for FY15 Pulaski SWCD has 
$40,805 allocated in Sheet, Rill and Gully Erosion, but the Conunission may need 
to evaluate funding as the district works in determining eligible landowners. 

After discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to approve the board's request for 
a variance to the erosion requirement to Pulaski SWCD for the DSL-1 Permanent 
Vegetative Cover Establishment Practice for fields impacted by the flooding in 
August 2013 , allowing the use of JS Agron-24 instead of the RUSLE-2 and 
require that the fields have to be reestablished using no-till, utilizing FYI 5 Sheet, 
Rill and Gully Allocation. Thomas Bradley seconded the motion. When polled, 
Charles Ausfahl , Gary Vandiver, Thomas Bradley and H. Ralph Gaw voted in 
favor of the motion. and the motion carried unanimously. 



MINUTES--MISSOURI SOIL & WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION 
June 10, 2014 
Page 10 

2. Lawrence SWCD- Cost-Share for Water Meter and Hookup to Public 
Water Supply 
Ken Struemph presented a request from Lawrence SWCD for the use of cost­
share for water meter and hookup to a public water supply. He stated the 
Lawrence SWCD request is to provide funding for service lines and meters. 
Historically, SWCP has provided water supplies using wells, ponds and spring 
development, but not for lines and meters for public water hookup. He stated that 
practices where meters may be used are: WQlO Stream Protection, N391 Riparian 
Forest Buffer and the DSP 3.1 Planned Grazing System Water Development. He 
informed the Commission the maintenance on these practices is 10 years, so if 
cost-share was offered, they would have to use the water supply for 10 years for 
their livestock. He stated that cost-share should be based on per foot cost of the 
service line installed. Mr. Struemph covered some of the pros and cons of offering 
cost-share for water meters and hookup to public water supply. 

Mr. Struemph stated some cost-share considerations could be to utilize the 
established practice limits for water development such as: $3,500 for N391 and 
WQ 10 and $95 per acre served for the DSP 3 .1 ; require District Technician II 
staff to certify meter and service line with proper documentation; and establish a 
state average costs for meters/backflow device and service lines per foot. Mr. 
Struemph suggested obtaining district input on this by soliciting comments 
through July 25, 2014, and compiling the comments for the Commission at their 
August meeting. 

After discussion, Thomas Bradley made a motion to provide all the districts an 
opportunity to comment on cost-share for water meters and service lines for the 
applicable practices. Bring back a summary of the comments and 
recommendation(s) to the August meeting. H. Ralph Gaw seconded the motion. 
When asked by the Chair, Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw and 
Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

3. Hickory SWCD - Request to Extend Original Maintenance Life for Stream 
Buffer Practices 
Ken Struemph presented a request from Hickory SWCD to extend the original 
maintenance life for stream buffer practices. The issue was, "should the 
Commission provide an incentive to extend the maintenance life of buffer 
practices". He stated that Hickory's request was to provide an additional out-of­
production incentive on WQl 0 Stream Protection Buffer practices at the end of 
their IO-year maintenance life. This could include the N391 Riparian Forest 
Buffer and N393 Filter Strips. The three practices have a life span of 10 years, but 
each have a different out-of-production incentive. 

Mr. Struemph suggested a timeline to send out a memo to the districts for 
comments through July 25 , 2014, and present the comments to the Commission at 
their August meeting for consideration. 



MINUTES--MISSOURI SOIL & WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION 
June. IO, 2014 
Page 11 

After discussion, Charles Ausfahl made a motion to provide all the districts an 
oppo1iunity to comment on an extension of the out-of-production incentive for 
stream protection buffers. Bring back a sunm1ary of the comments and 
reconm1endation to the August meeting. Thomas Bradley seconded the motion. 
When polled, H. Ralph Gaw, Gary Vandiver, Thomas Bradley and Charles 
Ausfahl voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

4. Ripley, Oregon, Iron, St. Francois, Carter, Washington, Wayne Butler and 
Bollinger SWCDs - Increase Cost-Share for Well Drilling component in 
Southeast Missouri 
Ken Struemph presented an informational report from several districts regarding 
cost-share rates for well drilling in those districts. He stated that after the SWCP 
received their letters, staff met with Missouri Geological Survey (MGS), who are 
the Department's geological experts to discuss ifthere were geological reasons 
for drilling costs to be higher in that area. He informed the Commission that at 
their August meeting there would be a representative from MGS to discuss this 
issue. He stated that SWCP has looked at the FY15 cost list and found that costs 
from those districts for well drilling components had not been entered. 

F. REPORTS 
1. University of Missouri 

David Baker thanked the Commission and staff for working with the University 
of Missouri on cover crops. He stated Extension is in the early part of celebrating 
their 100111 Anniversary. He stated a 100 years ago that Extension was signed in 
under the Smith-Lever Act; this was signed by the Speaker of the House. He 
stated that in either January or February there will be a symposium on campus, it 
would be by invitation and they are going to look where they have been and 
where they are going the next five to 10 years. He stated that both campus and 
field faculty have been reduced and the university is going to have to look at 
dealing with cuts. He stated in regard to the Farm Bill, he put a team in place to 
look at the educational components related to the Fann Bill. He stated that 
Lincoln University and the University of Missouri will be receiving funding to 
use for Farm Bill education. Lincoln University will focus on small farms and the 
University of Missouri will focus on the rest. He stated in the Federal:" Budget they 
are flat which takes them back to 2012, in the State Budget they are also flat and 
in the County Budget they are up 1 percent. He stated he would be happy to host a 
Commission meeting at Columbia or at one of the research centers. 

2. Department of Conservation 
Clint Dalbom stated MDC had their free fishing days and one of the goals is to 
introduce non-anglers into the sport. He stated that Missouri leads the nation in 
the recruitment of hunters and fishermen. He discussed a bear trapping project. 
They are partnering with Mississippi State University on a bear trapping project 
here in Missouri. He stated there is an estimated 300 bears in Missouri. He stated 
the Conservation Commission voted to approve amendments to the wildlife code 
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on big game hunting preserves and wildlife breeding facilities. The reason is to 
help control the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease. 

3. Department of Agriculture 
Judy Grundler stated the Missouri State Fair dates were August 7 - 17, 2014, with 
the Ham Breakfast on August 14, 2014, the Directors Bar B Q on August 13, 
2014 and Military Appreciation Day on August 10, 2014. She informed the 
Commission that the crop progress and conditions are good, there are adequate 
and surplus hay supplies, water for livestock and subsoil conditions are 
improving. Ms. Grundler gave an update on the Emerald Ash Borer, Thousand 
Cankers Disease, Gypsy Moth and Fire Ants. 

4. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
J.R. Flores stated that the Farm Bill provides a lot of opp01iunity for beginning 
farmers and ranchers. An example was that they can receive cost-share up to 90 
percent on some programs. He stated that NRCS staff is very busy obligating 
contracts and getting conservation on the ground. 

5. Missouri Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
Kenny Lovelace reiterated that the Area Meetings would be in July. He pointed 
out that they need quorums in the areas for their elections. He informed the 
Commission that in July he would be going to a NACD meeting in Indiana and 
touring farms that have cover crops and looking at soil health. He invited the 
Commission to have a meeting up North at Mark Twain Lake. 

G. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Beverly Dometrorch stated that with all the change that is taking place what are we going 
to do for our technicians in the districts because they cannot be everywhere. She stated 
there is money for practices, but not enough staff to get the practices on the ground. She 
asked what the plan is to get the money out, as well as the status of the Soil Health Lab. 

George Engelbach updated the Commission on an EPA meeting that he attended on the 
new rule proposed for the Clean Water Act and his concerns. 

H. SUGGESTED DATE(S) OF NEXT MEETING(S) 
The next suggested Soil and Water Districts Commission meeting is August 8, in Sedalia 

MO. 



MINUTES--MISSOURI SOIL & WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION 
June 10, 2014 
Page 13 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
Thomas Bradley made a motion to adjourn the meeting 4:45 p.m. Charles Ausfahl 
seconded the motion. When asked by the chair, Thomas Bradley, Charles Ausfahl, H. 
Ralph Gaw and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion catTied 
unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Colleen Meredith, Director 
Soil and Water Conservation Program 

Approved by: I 

0 Vc--4~ 
Gary Z ver, Chairman 
Mi%ouri Soil and Water Districts Commission 
I 
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