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~ Missouri Department of Natural Resources 

MINUTES 
MISSOURI SOIL AND WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION 

TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL 
Lewis and Clark State Office Building 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
February 10, 2016 

COMMISSION MEMBERS VIA TELEPHONE: Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Jeff 
Lance and Gary Vandiver 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS VIA TELEPHONE: RICHARD FORDYCE, DEPT. OF 
AGRICULTURE: Judy Grundler; BOB ZIEHMER, DEPT. OF CONSERVATION: 
Lisa Potter; DEAN THOMAS PAYNE, UNIV. OF MISSOURI: Robert Kallenbach . 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: SARA PARKER PAULEY, DEPT. OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES: Joe Engeln 

ADVISORY MEMBERS VIA TELEPHONE: NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS): J. R. Flores; MISSOURI ASSOCIATION 
OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISITRICTS (MASWCD): Kenny 
Lovelace 

ADVISORY MEMBERS VIA TELEPHONE: ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE: Tim 
Duggan 

ADVISORY MEMBERS PRESENT: SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM: 
Colleen Meredith 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Van Beydler, Jim Boschert, April Brandt, Theresa 
Mueller, Jim Plassmeyer, Colette Weckenborg, Bill Wilson, Jake Wilson 

OTHERS PRESENT VIA TELEPHONE: HOWARD: Beverly Dometrorch; 
JEFFERSON: George Engelbach; MISSOURI SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (MSWCDEA): 
Sandy Stratman; MISSOURI COALITION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT: Heather 
Navarro 
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A. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at the Lewis and Clark State Office Building, in 
Jefferson City, MO, in the LaCharrette Conference Room at 10:38 a.m. 

Roll call was taken and the following commissioners were present via the telephone: 
Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Jeff Lance and Gary Vandiver, which made a quorum. 

Chairman Vandiver informed the Commission that Tim Maiiin was not confirmed by the Senate; 
therefore, he is no longer on the Commission. 

B. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
Jeff Lance made a motion to approve the minutes for the December 1, 2015, meeting. H. 
Ralph Gaw seconded the motion. When polled, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Jeff 
Lance and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion can-ied 
unanimously. 

C. DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
1. Election of Commission Chair and Vice-Chair 

Joe Engeln opened the floor for nominations for the positions of Chair and Vice
Chair. Charles Ausfahl made a motion to re-elect the Chairman Gary Vandiver 
and Vice-Chairman Ralph Gaw by acclamation. Jeff Lance seconded the motion. 
When polled, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Jeff Lance and Gary Vandiver 
voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

2. Department of Natural Resources Updates 
Joe Engeln reported the department was continuing their efforts on the Regional 
Conservation Paiinership Program and they plan to announce some additional 
watersheds as they move forward with Our Missouri Waters. 

At the next Commission meeting, Mr. Engeln plans to provide information on 
nutrient and/or water quality trading in Missouri. Since last July stakeholders have 
been working on this topic with participation from conununities and agriculture. 
He stated they are on schedule to meet their goal of presenting the draft 
framework to the public in June. The framework is the policy background that 
provides a base for nutrient trading. They would like to have the public meeting 
tied to the Clean Water Commission meeting in July, and then three months later 
at their October meeting approve it as their framework. 
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He updated the Commission on the department's continued work on E3 
(Enhancing Effectiveness and Efficiency). He also provided information on the 
Gulf Hypoxia Task Force meeting that will be held in St. Louis on April 25-27. 

D. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR'S 
COMMENTS 
Colleen Meredith thanked everyone who was able to participate in the telephone 
conference call and for all their hard work. 

1. FY16 Cost-Share/AgNPS Fund Status 
April Brandt presented the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Regular Cost-Share and 
Agricultural Nonpoint Source (AgNPS) Special Area Land Treatment (SALT) 
Fund Status report. She stated that as of February 3, 2016, $43.6 million had been 
allocated and of that amount, $30 million had been obligated. The total amount 
paid was approximately $13.4 million. As of February 3, 2016, $110,000 of the 
SALT Cost-Share had been allocated and of that amount, $50,610 had been 
obligated. The total amount paid was approximately $38,260. 

Next, she covered the FY16 supplemental allocation. As of February 3, 2016, 
approximately $15.7 million has been provided to the districts that qualified. 
There have been a total of seven supplemental allocations between 
August 6, 2015 and February 4, 2016, for a total of $17 million this year for 
supplemental allocations. There were 102 districts that received allocations. 

2. Plan for the Future Update 
Jim Plassmeyer presented an update on the Current Conservation Practices 
Subcommittee. At the Commission's request, one of the items the committee 
discussed was the Grazing School issue that was brought before the Commission 
by Dade SWCD at the December Commission meeting. The group worked on a 
plan on how to proceed with concerns that were raised. He stated there would be 
more information at the next Commission meeting. The Commission also wanted 
the group to look at the issue of starting a practice prior to board approval. He 
reminded everyone that there were appeals at the last Commission meeting 
regarding this issue. After discussion, the group decided to continue with the 
policies that were already in place. He stated there is another request from 
Shannon SWCD regarding an animal waste storage facility for small ruminants . 
The committee discussed this issue as well and will bring it to the Commission for 
their response to the request. Another item discussed was consolidating pipe 
components for terraces. The committee was interested in the idea and will get 
more information from other districts. This information will be presented to the 
Commission for their consideration. The committee also discussed the practice 
policy reviews. He thanked everyone who participated in this committee meeting. 
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3. District Specialist Testing 
Bill Wilson presented an update on the District Specialist testing. There have been 
three testing sessions; since November 30, 2015, 74 district staff have taken the 
tests and 61 have passed at least four of the seven tests for the progression. There 
are additional training sessions planned for other regional locations. 

4. Update on the Program Delivery and Operations Subcommittee 
Colette Weckenborg presented an update on the Program Delivery and Operations 
Subcommittee. The progression line developed by the subcommittee received 
Commission concurrence and was implemented on January 1, 2016. As of the 
January 151 allocations, there are 122 District Specialist (DS) Is, 34 DS Us, 
67 DS Ills and 46 DS IVs. 

5. 2016 Area Meetings Update 
Bill Wilson presented an update on the 2016 Area Meetings schedule. The 
meetings are scheduled for the week of March 28, 2016. A meeting is scheduled 
in each of the eight Missouri Association of Soil and Water Conservation District 
areas. 

6. Soil Health Assessment Center Update 
Colleen Meredith presented an update on the Soil Health Assessment Center 
(SHAC). She stated the University of Missouri aims for high quality, strong 
quality assurance quality control and to be relevant to Missouri. The lab has 
received 1,870 samples. She pointed out that does not mean there are 1,870 
contracts; there could be multiple samples per contract. The SHAC is working on 
a data base for comparative uses for the samples and it will be on a regional basis, 
as well statewide. They are working on using the soil survey information with this 
database. About 25-30 percent of the samples received did not have adequate soil 
information needed, which will be worked on with the districts. She presented a 
list of what each of the soil health packages covered, as well as the cost for each. 
She _stated the analytical assessments of soil health is relatively new and need 
fundaniental calibration compared to traditional soil fertility and nutrient testing. 
The SHAC is developing the data base and baseline for association with soil 
mapping units for the data development. There is a need for whole soil profile 
landscape assessment. 

Next, she covered the lab renovation that was taking place. The lab, office/sample 
storage, sample preparation area and breezeway are completed; now they are 
working on the training room. 

7. FY16/FY17 Budget Updates 
Colette Weckenborg presented an update on the FYI 6/FYl 7 Budget. She 
reminded the Commission that for this time of year the obligations for cost-share 
exceed last year's obligations. Because of this, the program has submitted a 
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request for supplemental funding for the current fiscal year in the amount of 
$4 million for cost-share. This would bring the appropriation authority to $35 
million for this year. She stated this was being considered through the legislative 
process. The FYI 7 budget is in process also; both the House and the Senate 
appropriation committees have heard the initial readings of the Governor's 
Recommended Budget. She pointed out there is a new decision item for cost
share in the amount of $3.8 million, as well as a redirect of $200,000 from SALT 
to cost-share. There is also an additional $5 million recommendation from the 
Governor for cost-share in FYI 7, which brings the total for FYI 7 cost-share to 
$40 million. She pointed out that the new decision item request of $3 million for 
District Grants to support the Plan for the Future did not get recommended by the 
Governor. 

REQUEST 
1. Reconstruction of Practices under Maintenance That Were Damaged From 

Recent Storm Events: Cape Girardeau SWCD, Lawrence SWCD, McDonald 
SWCD, Miller SWCD, Newton SWCD, Reynolds SWCD, Ste. Genevieve 
SWCD, Wayne SWCD 
Jim Boschert presented a request for reconstruction of practices under 
maintenance that were damaged from recent storm events in the following 
counties: Cape Girardeau, Lawrence, McDonald, Miller, Newton, Reynolds, Ste. 
Genevieve and Wayne. The storm events occurred in late December resulting in 
heavy storms and flooding. There were two Federal Emergency Management 
Agency declarations; one dated January 2 and the other January 2 I, 20 I 6 that 
mainly referred to grants for homeowners. There were 74 counties in Missouri 
that were included in the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
3374-EM Missouri Disaster Declaration as of January 4, 20I6. 

Mr. Boschert stated there were three issues for the Commission to consider. All 
tlu·ee issues are for the 74 counties under FEMA-3374-EM. The first issue; 
should the Commission give blanket approval for reconstruction of soil and water 
conservation practices currently under a maintenance agreement that were 
damaged from severe storms, tornadoes, straight-line winds, and flooding 

. beginning on December 22, 20I5. The second issue should the Commission allow 
the landowners who have already repaired the damage to their practices under 
maintenance to receive cost-share provided they have appropriate documentation 
and the third issues should the Commission allow the landowners cost-share for 
i·econstruction of fence for WQ I 0 Stream Protection and N4 72 Livestock 
Exclusion. Next, Commission policies were covered, as well as pictures that the 
districts submitted of the damaged practices. He stated the Soil and Water 
Conservation Program was proposing reconstruction of fencing at 50 percent cost
share instead of 75 percent because in most cases the materials are there and just 
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need to be reinstalled/repaired. Grouped components are suggested to be broken 
into their individual components to only pay on items that were damaged. 

After discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to allow the 74 counties in the 
FEMA-3374-EM Missouri Disaster Declaration as of OI/04/16 approval to use 
their cost-share allocation to rebuild practices still under maintenance that were 
damaged, limiting reconstruction on fence to 50 percent. District can use their 
FYI 6 or FYI 7 cost-share allocation by the deadline date of December 31, 20I 6. 
Jeff Lance seconded the motion. When polled, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, 
Jeff Lance and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

Jeff Lance made a motion to allow the landowners in the 74 counties in the 
FEMA-3374-EM Missouri Disaster Declaration who have already repaired the 
damage to their practices under maintenance to receive cost-share provided they 
have appropriate documentation. H. Ralph Gaw seconded the motion. When 
polled, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Jeff Lance and Gary Vandiver voted in 
favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

After discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to allow the 74 counties in the 
FEMA-3374-EM Missouri Disaster Declaration cost-share for reconstruction of 
fence for WQIO Stream Protection and N472 Livestock Exclusion. Jeff Lance 
seconded the motion. When polled, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Jeff Lance 
and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

F. REPORTS 
1. Department of Agriculture 

Judy Grundler repo1ied Dave Baker is working with them on the Agriculture 
Stewardship Assurance Program, as well as with pesticide applicator training. He 
is updating their training modules for the pesticide applicators. She stated the 
Depaiiment of Agriculture submitted comments to Envirom11ental Protection 
Agency regarCling changes to 6ot t lie private ana commercial applicator li-ce-1-1s-e-s.--

She stated there will be training in their Feed Program to ensure their Feed 
Manufacturing Firms are prepared to deal with the Food Safety Modernization 
Act. She pointed out they are working on getting their feed lab accredited also. 

Robert Kallenbach added that University Extension had a stakeholder meeting 
regarding the proposed regulations for pesticide applicators. They believe the 
training for this is going to be a challenge. Ms. Grundler stated they are also 
working on revamping their commercial applicator testing methods. 
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2. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
J. R. Flores rep01ied the Conservation Stewardship Program has $150 million 
available nationwide; last year in Missouri there were 118,000 acres enrolled and 
this year Missouri has been allocated 264,000 acres. The Enviro1m1ental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP) has over 500 applications preapproved and are 
expecting over 1,000 by the end of the year. Missouri was selected to be a 
Strikeforce State; this is where USDA agencies identify ways to leverage partner 
activities in order to bring economic opportunities to people in rural areas. He 
stated the agency has been allocated additional funds for this effort through EQIP. 
The Emergency Watershed Protection Program was discussed at three public 
meetings around the state. Some of the typical projects for this program are debris 
and sediment removal from streams, levee repairs and streambank stabilization. 
He reported there have been 20 requests for a total of $10 million. He reported 
their Service Center in Barry County flooded and since this was the second time 
in three years that it flooded the building, they are looking for another location. 
The Wetland Mitigation Banking Program was announced. It is made possible by 
the 2014 Farm Bill and assists farmers and ranchers when they need to mitigate 
acres· in order to make their operations effective. 

3. University of Missouri 
Dr. Robert Kallenbach reported they will continue to work on the Grazing School 
based on the Current Conservation Practices Subconunittee discussions. They 
have had Lending Schools to train bankers about agriculture. It has been an 
effective program for the farming communities. They have also spent time on 
flood responses over the last month helping people to deal with specific situations 
from a regional perspective. They are working on new curriculums at the 
University for the following: Hay School that was piloted and now being put 
together for statewide use; Wealth Transfer regarding the transfer of farm 
ownership from one generation to another; as well as Commercial Horticulture. 
He informed the Commission they are working on a meeting to discuss 
commercial agriculture in the state. 

4. Department of Conservation 
Lisa Potter presented an update on Chronic Wasting Disease; there were new 
findings in Cole and Franklin counties and they are now conducting intensive 
sampling in those counties. As of the date of the Commission meeting, there have 
been 6, 700 samples collected and the results are pending on 1,600 of them. 

She stated the Monarch Steering Committee is comprised of representatives from 
almost all state and federal agencies, commodities groups, private industries and 
non-governmental organizations. The Department of Conservation is about to 
finalize the process of hiring a Coordinator to help them write and finali ze the 
State Monarch Action Plan. They are also working on hiring a State Monarch and 
Pollinator Coordinator. 
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5. Missouri Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
Kenny Lovelace informed the Commission that on February 17, in Jefferson City 
at 10:00 a.m., they will have a State Board Meeting with an Educational Seminar 
in the evening, and invited everyone to attend. 

He thanked everyone who helped at Tan-Tar-A to make the Training Conference 
a success. 

G. ADJOURNMENT 
Charles Ausfahl made a motion to adjourn the meeting. H. Ralph Gaw seconded the 
motion. When polled, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Jeff Lance and Gary Vandiver 
voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. The meeting was 
adjourned at 12:21 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Colleen Meredith, Director 
Soil and Water Conservation Program 

Approved by: 
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