_ Missouri Department of Natural Resources

DRAFT AGENDA
Missouri Soil and Water Districts Commission
Missouri State Fairgrounds
Lowell Mohler Assembly Hall/National Guard Armory
Room 129
2001 Clarendon Road

Sedalia, Missouri

August 14, 2013
1:30 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
L June 28, 2013
2. July 15, 2013

C. CLOSED SESSION (1:30 PM —-2:00 PM
Soil & Water Districts Commission may go into closed session at this meeting if such
action is approved by a majority vote of the commission members who constitute a
quorum to discuss legal, confidential, or privileged matters under § 610.021(1),
RSMo 2000

D. MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
: 1. Department Update

E. MISSOURI ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE

F. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S
COMMENTS

1. FY14 Cost-Share/AgNPS SALT Fund Status
2. FY14 Cost-Share Fall Supplemental

3. FY13/14 Budget

4. Cooperative Working Agreements

5. Tech II Certification

6. Area Meetings

G. REQUESTS/REVIEW
Supervisor Appointments
(If a supervisor request is received in advance of meeting, it may be presented
to the commission at that meeting.)
a. Douglas
2. Harrison SWCD Request for Variance on Reseedings
Pike SWCD Request to Develop a New Practice in the Woodland Erosion
Resource Concern

w



H. REPORTS
1 University of Missouri
2. Department of Conservation
3. Department of Agriculture
4 Natural Resources Conservation Service
5 Missouri Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts

L. PUBLIC COMMENTS

J. SUGGESTED DATE(S) OF NEXT MEETING(S)
Tentative meeting dates: October 23" or 30", 2013

K. ADJOURNMENT

Those wishing to address the commission on any of the above issues need to contact a
program staff member, Christa Moody or sign up on the comment card at the commission
meeting.

If you have any questions regarding this meeting, special accommodation needs, or would
like a copy of any material provided at the commission meeting, please contact Christa
Moody at 573-751-1172.

Soil & Water Districts Commission may go into closed session at this meeting if such action
is approved by a majority vote of the commission members who constitute a quorum to
discuss legal, confidential, or privileged matters under § 610.021(1), RSMo 2000; personnel
actions under §610.021(3); personnel records or applications under §610.021(13), records
under § 610.021(14), or audit issues under § 610.021(17), which are otherwise protected
from disclosure by law.
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. MINUTES
MISSOURI SOIL AND WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION
TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL
LEWIS AND CLARK STATE OFFICE BUILDING
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI
JUNE 28, 2013

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT VIA TELE_g- ONE: Charles Ausfahl, H.

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: SARA PARKER BAULEY, D
NATURAL RESOURCES: Harry

ADVISORY MEMBERS PRESE,
PROGRAM: Colleen Meredith

A. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Richard Fordyce called the meeting to order in Jefferson City, Missouri, at
the Lewis and Clark building at 8:34 am. Roll call was taken. Charles Ausfahl, H.
Ralph Gaw, Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, and Richard Fordyce were present,
which made a quorum.
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B.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

1. April 3,2013
H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 3, 2013
Commission meeting. Gary Vandiver seconded the motion. When asked by
the chair, Charles Ausfahl, Gary Vandiver, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw
and Richard Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried
unanimously.

MISSOURI ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE::.
Tim Duggan updated the Commission on the default judgmeént against Deepwater
Seed Farms, LLC., and Truman Lake Seed Farms, LLC failure to maintain
practices for 60 months as required. Truman Lake Seed V_s».owes over $2,000 and
Deepwater Seed Farms owes over $14,000 which ha ‘
Attorney General’s Office.

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF NATU
Harry Bozoian presented the Missouri Departm
report. Mr. Bozoian recognized:Kurt Boeckmann as:tl
DNR. :

f Natur al Resources (DNR)
- new Agricultural Liaison for

Mr. Bozoian presented updates to House {hich.i;ncl‘uded fees for the Air,
Water and Hazardous Waste pro gram S whrch | change the process by which DNR

Agrlculture.
Department’

2013 Soil and*Water Districts Commission meeting and the Native Pollinator meeting
and tour.

1. State Average Cost for Earthmoving Components
Colleen Meredith presented the state average cost for earthmoving
components. In January 2008, the Commission adopted using State Average
Cost (SAC) for cost-share components with the exception applied to
earthmoving components. County Average Cost (CAC) could be developed
and used for earthwork that exceeded SAC.
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Ms. Meredith presented staff analysis on earthmoving components with
examples on Diversions, Water and Sediment Control Basins, Side Inlet
Drainage Structure, Terrace Broadbase Parallel with closed Outlet, and
Waterways. Most districts are using earthmoving component costs that are
less than or equal to the SAC and districts that exceed the SAC on
earthmoving are typically within 10 percent of the SAC established.

The following was presented for Commission consideration: Require a cap on
the CAC for earthmoving components that is no more:than 10 percent above
the State Average Cost (SAC), effective July 1, 20135

Bradley
. Ralph Gaw,
orof the

As of June 28, 2013, 104 Soil and Water Conservation Districts have
submitted their Cooperative Working Agreements. The program staff
contacted the remaining districts, who were working toward the deadline set
as of July 1, 2013 to submit the Cooperative Working Agreement.

The Commission received a letter from the Worth SWCD addressing their
concerns with the Cooperative Working Agreement and request to enter into a
separate Cooperative Working Agreement with the Commission.
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Worth SWCD Board chairman, Richard Mullock, addressed the Commission.
Mr. Mullock thanked the Commission for being able to participate in the
Commission meeting.

Mr. Mullock asked what the consequences would be if a district did not sign
the new Cooperative Working Agreement by the July 1% deadline. He said
that the Cooperative Working Agreement states “This agreement is not a
legally binding document, but a mutual pledge of cooperation in providing
leadership and assistance in natural resource conservation.” Richard Fordyce
stated that the Cooperative Working Agreement was revjewed by the Attorney

C nment has changed quite a bit
1 (MOU) we were operating

Mr. Mullock asked if Worth SWCD signs the Cooperative Working
Agreement what are their advantages? Mr. Fordyce stated that he did not
know about advantages, but there would probably be some disadvantages if
districts did not sign.

Thomas Bradley stated J.R. Flores could go over the reason why the NRCS
need to make revisions to the MOU. J.R. Flores stated he agrees with Richard
Fordyce, that it does show cooperation with all the partners, and that everyone
mention in the agreement are key. The reason for the NRCS changes are the
previous MOU did not spell out certain issues such as: transportation, Civil
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Rights, and Privacy Act and Freedom of Information. J.R. Flores stated this
Cooperative Working Agreement was a good way to incorporate all of the
legal issues that have to be included for NRCS.

Harry Bozoian stated that from the Department’s stand point, they would look
to the Attorney General’s Office for legal advice in the event that an
agreement is not signed and how that would impact the state funding in
regards to the program. The Department also needs assurances that when
money is budgeted to each district that the money will be used for what the
constitution requires. That would be the concern for the Department.

Gary Vandiver stated that some of the boards h ot had time to meet due to

a signed
“Thomas

e due;fo the impending deadline.

Bridge Loan Program

Colleen Meredith presented information on the Department of Agriculture
Bridge Loan Program for cost-share. Ms. Meredith stated there was a memo
sent to the districts for their information. This is a way for cooperators to get
money up front to assist in the installation of conservation practices. This
would be a good opportunity for some landowners that might not be able to
have the funds available prior to contract payment.
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4. FY14 Area Meetings
Bill Wilson gave an update on the 2013 Area meetings. Mr. Wilson stated the
Area Meetings start the week of July 29 and run through the following week.
He requested the Commissioners review the memorandum that was sent to the
districts that included a schedule and reminder that each Commission member
may select a meeting to attend that would work in their schedule.

F. REQUESTS/REVIEW
1. Jackson SWCD - Request Change of Territory for:Supervisor Election

Jim Plassmeyer presented the Jackson SWCD req or redistricting an area.

The supervisor areas, by rule, are set when the Commis approves the

formation of the district. Any changes to the su ervisor argas after the formation

alignment.
iea‘and

ions. s The new boundanes are 24
llow township lines. Maps

finding a replacement for vacant supervisot:
Hwy in the North, 48"‘ and, 49th parallels wh1 h

Plassmeyer presented the Jackson SWCD Supervisor Appointment.

e Jackson SWCD board requested to appoint Mr. John Campbell to fill
the:unexpired term of William O’Brien. Mr. O’Briens has submitted his
resignation and the letter was included in the packet. Mr. Campbell and
the board chairman have signed the Verification of Supervisor Eligibility

form, verifying the candidate meets the qualifications to serve on the
board.

The following was presented for Commission consideration: Approve the
appointment of Mr. Campbell to fill the vacancy on the Jackson SWCD
Board of Supervisors.
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Charles Ausfahl made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr.
Campbell to fill the vacancy at the Jackson SWCD Board of Supervisors.
H. Ralph Gaw seconded the motion. A poll vote was taken. Thomas
Bradley, Gary Vandiver, H. Ralph Gaw, Charles Ausfahl and Richard
Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

Greene SWCD

Jim Plassmeyer presented the Greene SWCD Supervisor Appointment.
The Greene SWCD board requested to appoint M. Tom Huff to complete
the unexpired term of Ms. Shanda Feemster. M ,Huff and the board

Cifroll to complete the unexpired term of Mr. Mike Mueller to the Shelby
SWCD Board of Supervisors. H. Ralph Gaw seconded the motion. A poll

vote was taken. Gary Vandiver, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Thomas

Bradley and Richard Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion
carried unanimously.
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3. Orego
a.

n SWCD
AgNPS SALT Streambank Group Project Proposal

Colleen Meredith presented the Oregon AgNPS SALT Streambank Group
project proposal. The issue before the Commission is: should the
Commission allow a variance to the $5,000 landowner limit for the C650
Streambank Stabilization Practice to increase the landowner limit for the
Warm Fork AgNPS SALT project to $20,000 per landowner? Streambank
Stabilization Practice cost-share is authorized for: cedar tree revetments,
rock riprap, bioengineering, seedlings or other plantings to stabilize area,
and exclusion fence.

Oregon County Warm Fork of Spring River A NPS SALT project is one

to Mammoth Spring. Mammot
Ozark Plateau. The average ﬂo

gthém the Warm Fork watershed.
the projects and is 64 percent

The AgNPS SALT budget fo
$11,450 for a total of $62 900

tequests ﬁom 14 landowners concerning streambank
S mct has performed site v1s1ts at each location requested

he distrig s futule plans and goals are: hydrology and engineering
".olkshop planned for n the summer 2013 p10v1ded the funding for the

Conservatlon is providing both the hydrologist and the engineer for the
Workshop, and several other partners are invited to the workshop. The
district is seeking other agencies for cooperating funding partners, as well
as investigating a possible 319 project for the watershed. Pending funding
approval, and after the engineering investigation, there will be additional
landowner meetings to discuss funding and priorities before starting the
projects.

Colleen Meredith presented three Commission Considerations: 1. Allow a
variance to the $5,000 landowner limit for the C650 Streambank
Stabilization Practice to increase the landowner limit for the Warm Fork
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. AgNPS SALT project to $20,000 per landowner. 2. Allow use of the

FY14 and FY15 SALT funds for streambank stabilization in this project.
3. Allow up to $100,000 of additional SALT funds to be added to the
project once FY 14 funding is obligated.

After a brief discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to allow a variance
to the $5,000 landowner limit for the C650 Streambank Stabilization
Practice to increase the landowner limit for the Warm Fork AgNPS SALT
project to $20,000 per landowner. Thomas Bradley seconded the motion.
A poll vote was taken. Charles Ausfahl, Gary Vandiver, Thomas Bradley,
H. Ralph Gaw and Richard Fordyce voted in f 'Ior'of the motion and the
motion carried unanimously.

for streambank stabilization in this pmJect *Thomas® rad
motion. A poll vote was taken Chifrles Ausfahl Galy

H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to allow: $100,000 of additional SALT
funds to be added to* j ndlng is obhgated Thomas
Bradley seconded th

:'downel s engineering plan provided by the
'ment of Conservation included the exclusion fence at 25

hould the Commission p10v1de a variance on the exclusion

\‘-‘e‘.,,_n contract #SA 066-13-0178 for an N391Riparian Forest Buffer
plat:tice') The following was provided for Commission Consideration:
Approve a variance on the exclusion fence for contract # SA 066-13-0178
for a N391 Riparian Forest Buffer Practice to be less than 50 feet.

After a brief discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to grant the
variance request. Charles Ausfahl seconded the motion. A poll vote was
taken. Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, Charles Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw
and Richard Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried
unanimously.
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4. Atchison SWCD
a. Tiling Existing Terrace System

Jim Plassmeyer presented the Atchison SWCD request to tile an existing
Terrace System practice that is currently under a maintenance agreement.
The issue before the Commission is: Should the Commission approve the
Atchison SWCD board’s request to add tile to an existing DSL-04 terrace
system practice that is currently under maintenance agreement. The
Atchison SWCD provided cost-share for a DSL-04 Terrace System
practice in FY 2011 for 17,240 ft. of level broad base terraces with no tile
in the amount of $23,274. The practice was approyed and constructed to
NRCS standards and specifications. The new lani wher is requesting to
add tile to the existing terrace system because'the terraces are holding a
significant amount of water and causmg C .The landowner is
requesting 1,588 ft. of tile, seven rlsers ind 1,628 ft. of
trenching and backfill with an estimaite  cOst-share 6f:$5,564.26.

_.are is only available for’sfructures not
” Terrace Systems have a ten-year
ince agreement doés not expire

Commission policy states “co :
under a current maintenance’ agr
maintenance life and the current ma
until July 28, 2021.

current policy and deny:
existing DSL-04 Terrac

‘Thomas Bradley seconded the motion. A poll
Ralph Gaw, Gary Vandiver, Thomas Bradley, Charles
Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion

cement of Water Source in a Grazing System

Jlm, lassmeyer presented the Maries SWCD request for the replacement
of‘a water source in a grazing system to provide cost-share assistance on a
DSP 3.1 Grazing System Water Development to replace the current well
being used. The landowner installed the tanks, waterline and fence on his
property and the fence on the adjoining landowner’s property without
cost-share assistance. Cost-share was received on watering tanks through
a DSP-3.2 Water Distribution practice that are supplied by the well on the
landowners’ properties. The landowners are concerned if there is another
drought that issues may arise with water supply. Information on the
current well was given. Division of Geology and Land Survey staff told
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PUBLIC

the district if a new well is considered it would need to be drilled deeper
than the existing well.

Current Commission policy states “construction of a water source will
only be allowed on an existing system if paddock numbers are increased
or if acreage is added so that the existing water source is no longer
adequate.”

The following was presented for Commission consideration: Maintain
current pohcy and deny the Marles SWCD request smce the pr oposal does

and the current well has supplied adequate
the DSP 3.2 was completed.

iﬁh Gaw Gary Vafidiver and
ion and the motion carried

Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradle).f?"
Richard Fordyce voted in favor of t
unanimously.

COMMENTS

snot signed. A decision would be made very
S are more than welcomed to call Colleen

SUGGESTED'DATE(S) OF NEXT MEETING(S)

The suggested{ZSmI and Water Districts Commission meeting is August 14,2013 in
Sedalia, at the Missouri State Fair. The Commission consensus is to meet on that date
at that location. Judy Grundler stated there is a facility that date at the National Guard

“building and have a room on reserve. Ms. Grundler stated there is a reception at 5:30
at the fair that evening and the Commission will be receiving invitations.
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L.

Approved by:

Richard Fordyce, Chairman
Missouri Soil and Water Di

/clm

ADJOURNMENT
H. Ralph Gaw moved the meeting be adjourned at 10:00 a.m. Thomas Bradley
seconded the motion. Charles Ausfahl, Gary Vandiver, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph

Gaw, and Richard Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.
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MINUTES
MISSOURI SOIL AND WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION
TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL
LEWIS AND CLARK STATE OFFICE BUILDING
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI

July 15, 2013

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT VIA TELEPHG@NE: Charles Ausfah, H.

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: SARA PARKER
RESOURCES; Harry Bozoian

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT VIA TELE; ONE DR. JON HAGLER,
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE: Ju‘ Grundler; BOBZIEHMER, DEPT. OF
CONSERVATION: Clint Dalbori A E; UNIVERSITY OF
MISSOURI: Dave Baker

ESENT: SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION
edith; ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE: Tim Duggan

ADVISORY MEMZ) RS

4" TELEPHONE: NRCS: Karen Brinkman;

STAFF MEMBER RESENT VIA THE PHONE: Jennifer Pellett

OTHERS PRESENT VIA TELEPHONE: DISTRICTS: Maries: Sandy Stratman;

Cole: Peggy Lemons; Oregon: Jason Kemper, Livingston: David Morris, Jake Haley,
Kristen Lourenco; Worth: Kris Lyle, Ron Ralph, Bill Weimer, Heather Benedict
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A. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Richard Fordyce called the meeting to order in Jefferson City, Missouri, at the
Lewis and Clark building at 8:33 am. Poll of commission members was taken: Charles
Ausfahl, H. Ralph Gaw, Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, and Richard Fordyce were
present, which made a quorum.

B. COOPERATIVE WORKING AGREEMENT

Richard Fordyce opened the discussion about the Cooper ative: Workmg Agreement by
. Tim Duggan which is

reading the letter submitted by the Attorney General’s Office;

D. ADJOURNMENT
Richard Fordyce reminded the Commissioners to review the dates of and locations of the
Area Meetings. Richard Fordyce indicated that he would attend the meetings in Area 1
and Area 2. Charles Ausfahl will attend the meetings in Area 3 and 5. Thomas Bradley
will attend the meeting in Area 8, and H. Ralph Gaw will attend the meetings in Area 4, 6
and 7.

Richard Fordyce also stated the next Soil and Water Districts Commission meeting will
be held at the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia on August 14, 2013. Mr. Fordyce stated it is
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July 15, 2013
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important to support agriculture and the Missouri State Fair. Theresa Mueller is the
contact person regarding arrangements for the meeting.

Dave Baker stated at the State Fair this year, the Missouri Farm Family Day is August,
12, and the Legislative Day is August 15.

H. Ralph Gaw moved the meeting be adjourned at 9:00 am. Thomas Bradley seconded
the motion. A poll vote was taken. Charles Ausfahl, Gary Vandiver, Thomas Bradley, H.
Ralph Gaw and Richard Fordyce voted in favor of the motion "d:the motion passed
unanimously.

Respectfully submiitted,

Approved by:

Richard Fordyce, Chairman
Missouri Soil and Water Districts Comm1ssmn
/clm
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Gla

s G _ Rt. 1, Box S0~Ava, MO 65608
S S R 417-683-4816/800-434-0366 Ext. 3
= )
July 9, 2013

State SWCD Commission
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

To Whom It May Concern:
The Douglas County Soil & Water Conservation Board of Supervisors would like
to recommend Joel Norris to fill the vacant position for the remainder of the term
(October, 2015) once held by Hollis D. Smith. Mr. Smith passed away on
February 25, 2013.
Mr. Norris meets all of the requirements to hold a position on our District Board.
Mailing Address: Joel Norris

P.O. Box 513

Seymour, MO 65746
Thank You,

/ CAALANNN—
iy .

ouglas County SWCD



VERIFICATION OF SUPERVISOR ELIGIBILITY

To qualify for office, according to Missouri’s Code of State Regulations,
10 CSR 70-2.020, Conduct of Supervisor Elections, a candidate shali:

1) Be a land representative as defined by "The owner, or representative authorized by power of
attorney, of any farm lying within the soil and water conservation district (SWCD); provided,
however, that any land representative must be a taxpayer of the county within which the SWCD
is located,” and

- 2) Be a resident taxpaying citizen within that SWCD for two (2) years preceding the appointment
to the District Board of Supervisors by the Commission, and

3) Be a cooperator of the SWCD defined as “A person who is actively involved in farming and
practices conservation activities related to agriculture,” and

4) Reside in or own a farm lying in the same territory where the board position is vacant.

The undersigned certify that the candidate meets all of the above stated eligibility requirements
to serve as a supervisor for the Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation District.

Chairperson (or acting) Signature% / {g W"‘w— Date: 7// é[l/ '2 Y 5
Candidate Signature: /QXJ/ 0 %__— Date: Z T-2o(3

IX-15 05/01/2011
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. Harrison County Soil and Water Conservation District
1400 N. 41st Street - Bethany, MO 64424-1776 - Phone (660) 425-7655 #3

July 23, 2013

Missouri Soil & Water Commission
PO Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Regarding: Reseeding Contracts SGE 001-12-0002 & SGE 001-12-0003 for James
Cook and ownership has been transferred to his son, James Robert “Jim Bob" and
Joanne Cook

Dear Commissioners:

We are requeéting a variance to reseed the above mentioned contracts which were
board approved for payment on May 22, 2012.

As per the attached letter from the landowner, he was in the process of building a
structure this spring and these two fields had to be passed through in order to get to the
structure site. The technicians remember only seeing wild oats in the field but did not
look at the undergrowth at that time and they did not think about the reseeding policy.

On Wednesday, July 17" the District Technician and the Soil Conservationist looked at
the fields more thoroughly and found lots of wild oats, an occasional brome plant and an
occasional red clover plant but no alsike clover could be seen. They confirmed the
seedings definitely did not take and the fields should be reseeded.

We understand the landowner should have éome in earlier to request the seeding but
also understand and appreciate his efforts and concentration of trying to get the
structure completed during FY 13, although, Mother Nature was not as cooperative.

Your time and consideration of our variance request is greatly appreciated.
Singerely,
NUE =LV oV

Jeremy Eivins, Chairman
Harrison SWCD Board of Supervisors

Attachments: Landowner Letter Requesting Reseeding Assistance
Copies of Contracts SGE 001-12-0002 and SGE 001-12-0003

Assistance is available without regard to race, creed, color, sex, age, handicap, marital status, or national origin.



Jim Bob Cook
13847 East 257" Ave
Eagleville, MO 64442

July 19, 2013_

Harrison County SWCD Board of Supervisors
1400 N 41% Street
Bethany, MO 64424

Dear SWCD Board of Supervisors:

I am requesting assistance to reseed two fields that my father seeded last spring, which
ownership has been transferred to my wife and I.

This spring | was in the process of building a water impoundment structure utilizing
State Cost-Share funds, the spring rains prevented me from getting the structure done
and it had to be rolled over.

To get to the structure site, | had to go through the two fields mentioned above. As |
was passing through the fields, | could only see lots of wild oats and an occasional red
clover plant could be seen. But because | was doing everything within my power to get
the structure done, | didn't think about checking to see what | needed to do about re-
seeding the fields. The fields look the same way today.

On Wednesday, July 17™", | came in to the office to turn my bills in for the structure and |
asked Pat Lambert, Cost-Share Clerk what | needed to do. She told me she"would
have to do some checking as it was past the year allowed to reseed when | inquired
about reseeding assistance. She called me back and said if the board felt it needed to
be reseeded, they could request a variance from the Commission to do the reseedings.
She said she would send a technician up to look at the field and they could report to the
board at théir meeting on Tuesday, July 23".

Your consideration of this matter would be greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

James Robert “Jim Bob” Cook



August 5,2013  Pike County Soil and Water Conservation District
’ 1222 South Business 61 - Bowling Green, MO 63334

. Phone: (573) 324-3201, Ext, 3 - Fax: (573) 324-2475 - Email: pcswcd@nemonet.com
Soil & Water Districts Commission d

Thank you for the opportunity to address you, in what I believe is an important matter for
Missouri citizens, and especially forest and woodland owners in the State of Missouri.

One-third of Missouri’s landmass is covered in trees, woods, woodlands, timber,
timberlands, forests, forestland...whatever you want to call it.

It is estimated that there are 359,000 private forest/woodland landowners in the State of
Missouri, who own approximately 12.75 million acres of woods, or put another way, own
a little over 80% of Missouri’s forested property. The Missouri Department of
Conservation and other State agency’s own approximately 5% of Missouri’s woodlands.

e .Over 90% of Missouri’s private landowners are presently completing little to no

forest management.

e Over 90% of the trees being harvested from private Missouri woodlands are
harvested without the assistance of a professional forester.
Over 90% of Missouri’s forest landowners have rio Forest Managemernt Plan.
Presently, in Missouri, loggers are not required to be trained, licensed, bonded or
insured.

e Missouri is growing almost three times as much wood as is being harvested. On
the average, in the U.S., growth is 1.7 times the harvest

e Missouri leads the nation in walnut timber production

e Missouri oak is a mainstay in the production oak barrels for California wines

e Nearly 2.5 million acres of Missouri woodlands dre presently being grazed by
livestock, which is terrible management for the health of trees.

Based on some of the preceding statistics, we would suggest that the commission’s
policy offers cost —share funds for fimber management plans, under the C-100 practice,
in addition to the current timber harvest plans.

We propose that the management of timber resources should involve more long term
management before harvest. We suggest that cost-share funding should be made
available for planning, management and development of woodland resources to protect
soil and water assets, and encourage stewardship of all resources in the state.

Woodland with a long term professional management plan provides long term soil and
water conservation, prevention of woodland diseases, a longer life span of the trees,
better wildlife habitat, better water quality, and substantial increases in the value of wood
products. S

Whereas Pike County has identified over 1/3 of their county in trees, and identified
several hundred landowners with 40 acres or more of trees, we would propose a Pilot
cost-share program, for timber management plans here in our County.

Rick Merritt, Vice Chairperson, Pike County SWCD Supervisor
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