Missouri Department of Natural Resources

AGENDA
Missouri Soil and Water Districts Commission
Lincoln University Conference Center in Lorenzo Greene Hall
900 Leslie Boulevard, Suite C
Jetferson City, Missouri
June 10, 2014
12:30 p.m.

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
1. March 21, 2014

C. MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

D. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S

COMMENTS

FY 2014 Cost-Share/SALT Fund Status

Plan for the Future Updates

E-Alert System

Nutrient Management and Grassland Management Training
2014 Area Meetings Update

Cover Crop Project Update

Our Missouri Waters Lower Grand River Update
FY 2015 Budget Update

Envirothon Update

District Technician II Responsibilities

Staff Updates

Co0oNo kLN~

—_— —

E. REQUESTS/REVIEW

(If a supervisor request is received in advance of meeting, it may be presented to the

commission at that meeting.)

1. Supervisor Appointments

2. (Tabled 3/21/14) Pulaski SWCD - Variance Request for DSL-01 Permanent
Vegetative Cover Establishment Impacted by Flooding

3. Lawrence SWCD — Cost-Share for Water Meter and Hookup to Public Water
Supply

4. Hickory SWCD — Request to Extend Original Maintenance Life for Stream
Buffer Practices

5. Ripley, Oregon, Iron, St. Francois, Carter, Washington, Wayne, Butler,
Bollinger SWCD’s — Increase Cost-Share for Well Drilling Component in
Southeast Missouri (Informational Only)

F. APPEALS



G. REPORTS

. University of Missouri

Department of Conservation

Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Missouri Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts

R N

H. PUBLIC COMMENTS

L. SUGGESTED DATE(S) OF NEXT MEETING(S)
August 8, 2014 at the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia:

J. ADJOURNMENT

Those wishing to address the commission on any of the above issues need to contact a
program staff member, Christa Moody or sign up on the comment card at the commission
meeting.

If you have any questions regarding this meeting, special accommodation needs, or would
like a copy of any material provided at the commission meeting, please contact Christa
Moody at 573-751-1172.

Soil & Water Districts Commission may go into closed session at this meeting if such action
is approved by a majority vote of the commission members who constitute a quorum to
discuss legal, confidential, or privileged matters under 610.021(1), RSMo; personnel actions
under 610.021(3), RSMo; personnel records or applications under 610.021(13), RSMo;
records under 610.021(14), RSMo; or audit issues under 610.021(17), RSMoj; which are
otherwise protected from disclosure by law.
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| Missouri Department of Natural Resources

MINUTES
MISSOURI SOIL AND WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION
DNR Conference Center
Jefferson City, Missouri
March 21, 2014

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Ausfahl, T 'l‘mas';tBradley, H. Ralph

Gaw, and Gary Vandiver

EX-OFFICI 0 MEMBERS: RICHARD FORDYCE D PT. OF ICULTURE: Judy

(NRCS): J.R. Flores; MISSOURI
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS (}

J dy Stmson' Ken Stluelﬁph Leon Thompson Matt Elliott,
101, Colette Weckenborg, Deanna Smith,

A. CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman Gary Vandiver called the meeting to order at the DNR Conference Center
in Jefferson City, Missouri, at 9:07 a.m. Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph
Gaw, and Gary Vandiver were present, which made a quorum. Mr. Vandiver mentioned
the appointment of former Chairman Richard Fordyce as Director of Agriculture and
what a quality person he is to represent the state in that position. Mr. Vandiver mentioned
that the Commission will honor Mr. Fordyce for his service to the Commission at a future
meeting and was sure that Mr. Fordyce will engage with the Soil and Water Districts
Commission every chance that he can.
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B.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

1. December 16, 2013 Minutes
Thomas Bradley made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 16, 2013
Commission meeting. Charles Ausfahl seconded the motion. When asked by the
Vice Chair, Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw and Gary Vandiver
voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimox

Joe Engeln opened the floor for nominations for th Sition of Vice Chait for the Soil
and Water Districts Commlsswnf Thomas Bradley 1 imated H. Ralph Gaw. Charles

that work happens’ 1

the

thanked then or their service and that of the other commissioners. Director Pauley
presented information about the 40™ anniversary of the Department of Natural
Resources. A video was presented showing the history and impact that the
Department has had over the past 40 years.

As part of the 40™ celebration, a Natural Resources Conference has been scheduled
for November 12-13, 2014. The purpose of this conference is twofold: to look back at
the last 40 years and determine the greatest environmental challenges that Missouri
faced and how Missouri approached those challenges. The next day will include
looking to the next 40 years. Key stakeholders will be invited to this conference.
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The main focus of this conference will be the Missouri approach, and how Missouri
does things differently from other states. The best example is the Parks, Soils and
Water Sales Tax and how Missouri has dealt with soil resources, water quality
protection, preserving Missouri’s parks, and providing greater recreational
opportunities.

Part of this conference will be to highlight the Parks, Soils and Water Sales Tax, the
Soil and Water Districts Commission and its efforts, and the:Missouri State Parks
System. The Parks, Soils and Water Sales Tax renewal ess has started. Mr. Dave
Murphy who worked very closely with the Citizen’s Committee during the last
renewal of the tax updated the Commission on the effortsithat the committee has
taken to begin the renewal effo1t Mr. Mulphy staté'd that thein ,:estments made

Operational Chairs for the co
Soil and Water Districts Comr

p
.of State Parks, J.C. Kuessner, presented the Missouri State Parks
f has 87 state palks and h1st011cal sites tlnouOhout the state and

mllllon«. ests which is a 5 9 percent increase over 2012. From Septembel
through“November, Missouri State Parks saw a 7 percent increase in attendance
over the previous fall. The revenue generated by Missouri State Parks totaled $9.7
million. For every dollar of sales tax funds received, Missouri State Parks
returned $27 to the state’s economy and receive a 97 percent approval rating from
their guests.
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In 2013, Missouri was named the Best Trails State by American Trails. Missouri
has been named in the top four states the last 14 years. Missouri State Parks offer
almost 1,000 miles of managed trails and is the home of the Katy Trail State Park,
the longest developed rail-to-trail conversion in the nation.

One year ago, the Missouri State Parks released the publication “Tr. ails of
Missouri State Parks”. This book provides detailed information for more than 230
Missouri State Parks trails. The database and resulting trail books were
recognized by the Society of Outdoor Recreational Professionals with the 2013
Project Excellence Award. S

enjoy the outdoors, Governor Jay Nixon and
Missourians to join them to complete 10 ;
the end of the year. There were more than

started the 2014 program at Rock Br
Missouri.

In 2013, the Battle of Island Mound State Historic site was opened. This site was
the location where African American troops engaged Civil War combat. A film
“was created through a collaborative agreement between Motion Path Productions
and Missouri State Parks. A group of high school students from Ruskin High
School in Kansas City were the first to view the film on February 21, 2014. Mr.
Kuessner presented the trailer to this film
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1. Staff Updates
Bill Wilson introduced Jim Boschert who accepted the Environmental Specialist
IV position. He will be the supervisor for the coordinators for the Eastern portion
of Missouri.

Jim Boschert introduced Deanna Smith who accepted an Environmental Specialist
II position. She has recently received her doctorate from the University of
Missouri with an emphasis in plant and soil sciences. She will be coordinator for
10 counties in southeastern Missouri.

Ken Struemph introduced Van Beydler who accepts e Public Information
Coordinator position. Mr. Beydler has been withithe De" irtment of Natural
Resources for 16 years and looks fo1wa1d to w" kmg with’the Soil and Water
Conservation Program. :

2. FY2014 Cost-Share/SALT Fund S tus e
Ken Struemph presented the fiscal’year:2014 (FY:14) Cost- Sha1e/SALT Fund
Status. The FY 14 Cost-Share Fund Status:fotals‘were-as of March 17, 2014,
$30,972,559 allocated with $20,645,030 obligated. Of that obligated amount,
$10,572,404 has been paid::The amounts obligated and paid are less than those in
FY12 for the same period th .

s.dficrease in the cost- shale app1op11at1on is made p0551ble through
oet1edllects along with an expansion utilizing uncommitted funds.

Ms. Wéékenborg stated that year-to-date tax revenues have increased by 4 percent
in comparison to last year at this time.

4. Plan for the Future Update
Ken Struemph presented information from the Outreach and Education
Subcommittee of the Plan for the Future. Mr. Struemph listed the subcommittee
members and stated there have been four meetings between July 2013 and
November 2013. At the December 2013 Training Conference, the goals and
objectives were presented to the districts for their feedback.
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The next meeting will be scheduled for late April or early May where the
districts’ feedback will be presented to the committee.

The mission statement that the Outreach Committee developed for their portion of
the Plan for the Future is: “Through Outreach and Education increase Missouri
farmers’ awareness and knowledge of the Soil and Water Conservation Program
opportunities to protect the soil and water resources of the state and to make
known the benefits of these efforts to the general public.”

The targeted audiences were defined as farmers and thie public. The outreach goal
for the farmers is: “To increase the falmels unde1 st' ding of the beneﬁts derived

the soil and water resources”. The outreach go L
public’s understanding of the economic, et
savings benefits of the Soil and Water

Mr. Vandiver stated that he attend 3
day led by Jim Plassmeyer. He encourages
opportunity is available and prov1de 1nput
from the Current Practlces' L

information from the 201 3 Alea Me
was plesented he commlttee,tt |

St 1ng will be'scheduled six to eight weeks from
nissioner Gaw also attended that meeting and commented
how many pe@ple spoke up and prov1ded oplnlons and

t-action of this committee was to work on a staffing plan. This staffing
plan will provide better recruitment, better retention and a career progression for
employees. A plan has been created where eight counties have been asked to
participate in a pilot program of sharing district staff expertise across districts.
This pilot will run at least through the end of this summer, and the committee will
evaluate the effectiveness of the pilot.
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F.

While working on the staffing plan, a request from the Warren and Montgomery
Soil and Water Conservation Districts was sent to the subcommittee to request
concurrence from the Soil and Water Districts Commission to research soil and
water district employees becoming State of Missouri employees.

Mr. Joe Engeln encouraged the commission to ask the committee to carefully look
at positives and negatives of this proposal and mentioned that the committee is an
appropriate group to look at this because of the broad representation. It should be
a thorough examination of the question but not something:that leads to a
recommendation. He also mentioned that this should not hold up Plan for the
Future efforts since this is not tied to that document; After discussion, H. Ralph
Gaw made a motion to allow the Program Deliy. Qperations Subcommittee
todoa thomugh study to dete1mme if the Commlssmn sh ,ld recommend to the

H. Ralph Gaw, and Ga1y Vandiver
carried unanimously. #

¢ intern must be a college student, funds
1:; September 1,2014, an estimated

REQUEST/REVIEW

Supervisor Appointments

a. Taney Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
Josh Poynor presented the Taney SWCD supervisor appointment. The
Taney SWCD Board requests the appointment of Mr. Wayne Gailey to
complete the unexpired term of Mr. John Cantrell, who has resigned. Mr.
Gailey and the board chairman have signed the Verification of Supervisor
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Eligibility form, verifying the candidate meets the qualifications to serve
on the board.

Charles Ausfahl made a motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Wayne
Gailey to complete the unexpired term of Mr. John Cantrell to the Taney
SWCD Board of Supervisors. Thomas Bradley seconded the motion.
When asked by the chair, Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph
Gaw, and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion
carried unanimously.

b. Webster Soil and Water Conservation Dj
Allan Clarke presented the Webster SWWD isor appointment. The
Webster SWCD Board 1equests the pomtmen of:Dr. Jerry Fry to

letter of resignation. Dr. Fry and’ 'he board chauman
Verification of Supervisor Eligibi

Charlesfo complete the unexpired term of Mr. Darren Wiley to the
= Vernon' SWCD Board of Supervisors. H. Ralph Gaw seconded the motion.
hen asked by the chair, Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph
,g}a"w, and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion
“carried unanimously.

Briefing for next two agenda items

Commission Administration of the Cost-Share Program 10 CSR 70-5.060
Jim Plassmeyer reviewed the timeline contained in the Cost-Share Maintenance
Violation Procedures Rules. The district board identifies a maintenance violation
and requests that the landowner correct the problem within a reasonable and fair
timeframe. If not corrected by the board established date, the board demands
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repayment of a prorated amount of the cost-share payment by certified mail, to be
made within 30 days of receiving the letter.

The landowner has the option to appeal the board’s decision to the Commission in
writing during the 30-day period. If payment or appeal is not received during the
30-day period, the board sends notification to the Commission asking for
assistance to recover funds.

If the landowner makes an appeal to the Commission, the¢:Commission reviews
the request during a Commission meeting. The Commission‘determines whether
or not there was a maintenance violation. If a violation occurred, the demand for
payment within 30 days is renewed or the lando cts all deficiencies at
landowner expense in the time specified by:’t‘he‘i omlnlss;

funds.

'If no violation is found by the Commissio
withdrawn.

1 must meetthe standald and spemﬁcatlons for Prescnbed
ithin:three years after payment of the first contract or the entire

grazing system. At this time, Mr. Fick has only completed the well
0:other portion of the planned grazing system has been installed, resulting in
m:6f the policy previously described.

Mr. Thompson outlined the timeline of actions and communication that had taken
place with the landowner and the request for repayment based on Soil and Water
Districts Commission policy. The Webster County SWCD has documented
contacts made or attempted with the landowner. The Soil and Water Conservation
Program sent a certified letter that was received and signed for on February 18,
2014, asking for repayment of $4,199.89 or to request an appeal to the
Commission within 30 days of receipt of the letter. The program office has not
received any feedback from the Fick’s on the certified letter.



DRAFT MINUTES--MISSOURI SOIL & WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION
March 21, 2014
Page 10

After discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to support the local board’s
request to obtain repayment on the DSP 3.1 Grazing System Water Development
practice by maintaining current policy and referring the matter to the Attorney
General's Office for collection. Thomas Bradley seconded the motion. A poll vote
was taken. Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw and Gary Vandiver
voted in favor of the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

4. Pulaski SWCD — Variance Request for DSL-01 Permanent Vegetative Cover
Establishment Impacted by Flooding
Patty Chapman presented the request to utilize the DS
impacted by flooding. An Emergency Declaration was,issued for South Central
Missouri due to excessive rainfall and flooding red in late July and early
August 2013 Wlth Pulaski County recelvmg over 20 inches:of rain in August

practice on fields

that 1equ11e
Program.

any plograms for these acres to reestablish permanent vegetation. The
landowners’ requests for assistance total approximately 1,500 acres at this time,
only for the fields that were flooded by the Gasconade River. The district
proposes assisting with seeding the fields in the fall using FY15 allocations
because most of the pastures affected are cool season, although some farmers are
requesting help this spring. The district asks for any help the Commission can
provide and proposes to use their current FY 14 and FY15 allocations, and any
other funds the commission might provide should they become available.
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After discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to table this request until the next
Commission meeting to allow for more time to evaluate the grass stands impacted
by the flooding for potential fall seeding. Charles Ausfahl seconded the motion.
When asked by the chair, Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw and
Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

G. APPEALS

1.

Lafayette SWCD — Landowner Appeal for Practice Started Prior to Contract
Approval

Matt Elliott presented the Lafayette SWCD lan,v wner:appeal for a pr actice
started prior to contract approval. The i issue 15 Should the:Commission grant Mr.

nce is not authorized for
(e val of the contract. A practice has

been started when the 1equ b

fabricated to an extent that

lines aheady 1nstalled on that portion of the system, a contract could not be
created. On January 29, 2014, the board discussed Mr. Ramey’s request to have
the second part of the terrace system considered for cost-share funds, but ruled
since it was already started they could not create a contract. On February 14,
2014, the contractor’s checkout of the terraces was completed to process payment
on SGE 021-14-0021 for lines A and C, the original contract.

Mr. Elliott provided cost estimates for lines B and D for the terrace project for the
Commission’s information.
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Mr. Bob Ramey, the landowner, and Phillip Boydston, the Lafayette SWCD
technician addressed the Commission explaining what transpired between the
Lafayette SWCD and landowner.

After discussion, Thomas Bradley made a motion to provide a variance to
Commission policy and allow the board to develop and approve a contract for lines
B and D of the terrace system that were completed prior to board approval. Charles
Ausfahl seconded the motion. A poll vote was taken. Charles Ausfahl, Thomas
Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw and Gary Vandiver voted in favo of the motion, and the
motion carried unanimously. s

H. REPORTS

1. University of Missouri
Dave Baker conglatulated Ga1y Va c

annlversaly He extended an invitation to th

Mr. Baker also commended the Comir
that there is a high co11e1at10n betw

; ! n Northeast Missouri with private landowners a ﬂowe1 ing tree
ist is now on theu web51te to showcase attractive drives within the state

feral hog act1v1t1es with eloht internal task forces around the state that have had
some successes with eradicating some of the outlying hog populations; and
Governor Nixon’s proclamation that April 4" is Arbor Day, one-third of the state
is in forest cover and the department provides 100,000 tree seedlings to fourth
graders each year. .

Mr. Dalbom answered questions by the Commission concerning location of bears
in the state, their movement and if there are impacts to livestock.
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3. Department of Agriculture
Judy Grundler began by responding to Commission questions regarding
regulation of movement of fire wood between states. It is a large concern for the
walnut industry not only for the nuts but for the wood, and for transmittal of pests
and diseases such as the Emerald Ash Borer and Thousand Cankers Disease. Ms.
Grundler congratulated the new chair and vice chair on their positions with the
Soil and Water Districts Commission. Ms. Grundler stated that the former chair of
the Soil and Water Districts Commission and now Director of Missouri
Department of Agriculture, Richard Fordyce, regretted not being able to attend
the meeting but asked her to convey some of his priorities for the next few years

as he takes on his role of Director of A011cultu1e.,AH::'p1ans to concentrate efforts

farm equipment display at the Stat'é:::;C' i
of attention from the public. ‘

many farm agencies and w1 ¥
Missouri at the Regal Theatre, ‘gene1 atlon of farmers.and

inue: on with farming.

ot Beetle. Judy also agreed with
dé ‘earlier regarding the Plan for the Future

he is impressed with the dialogue going on in
he open, honest and thoughtful opinions for making

ct offices. She applauds the efforts being taken to better

that he 1;_as wmked for the agency for 32 years and in 7 other states and
compliimented the Commission on their partnership efforts and for the amount of
conservation they are getting on the land. Mr. Flores reported on the Emergency

Watershed Protection Program with the flooding that occurred four or five years

ago. The last project was completed in February with approximately $31 million

being paid out for cleanout of several hundred miles of drainage ditches.

Mr. Flores gave updates on the new Farm Bill. The administration looked at
efficiencies and cut conservation title programs from 23 to 13. Three easement
programs for wetlands, grasslands and farm and ranchland protection have been



DRAFT MINUTES--MISSOURI SOIL & WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION
March 21, 2014
Page 14

consolidated into one program, the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program.
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is robust and will initially
have $1.3 billion nationwide, and by the end of the Farm Bill it will be at $1.75
billion. One new program is the Regional Conservation Partnership Program that
will allow Missouri the opportunity to participate and apply for funding in
partnership efforts similar to the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds
Initiative (MRBI). Mr. Flores attended an Ag Round Table a week ago hosted by
Farm Bureau for USDA agency heads. The meeting had great dialogue directly
with agricultural producers. He also attended the NACD:meeting in Anaheim in
February and appreciated Colleen’s attendance and patticipation on a panel
discussion, and the opportunity to show other states:svhat we are doing and to
learn what they are doing. Mr. Flores answered.Gommission questions on ways to

ation Districts

5. Missouri Association of Soil and Wat {
andiver and Vice Chairman H

Kenny Lovelace congratulated Chairman Gar
Ralph Gaw on their new p" 1]
and also thanked the other

) ternate to Jack Maj eres to represent
They work w1t11 the Almy Corps of Engineers and the

Mr. Lovelace stated that NACD met in Anaheim, California in early February and
Missouri was well represented with eight representatives. Missouri received an
award the last three years for education because of the workshops and training
provided at Tan-Tar-A. He thanked all the partners, employees and supervisors
for all the work they do and recognized that this is due to their passion for saving
soil which can be seen driving around the state.
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Commissioner Bradley commented that he attended a meeting sponsored by Farm
Bureau in the Bootheel which focused on cotton and rice production. Speakers
discussed the cotton industry and said that three thread mills are to be built in
America. The country is finally getting back to producing thread which may bring
associated industries back to America which makes us more self-sustaining.

I. PUBLIC COMMENTS

F.

Missouri Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Sharing the Vision Presentation

Sandy Stratman congratulated Gary Vandiver an
to the chair and vice chair positions. Ms. Str tm’éi_p also pr

Employeé Association

Iph Gaw on being elected
' ted the “Sharing the

has mamte_naﬁce violations on contracts GM 058-11-058
::Both contracts are for DSP-02 Permanent Vegetative Cover

paddocks, a water source for livestock and meeting the 528 Prescribed Grazing
standards and specifications. The DSP-02 has a maintenance life span of five
years.

Both contracts were approved by the board on March 5, 2011. Payment was
issued to landowner on December 8, 2011 in the amount of $4,113.28. The
current contract maintenance requirements end December 2016 and the contract
included 44.5 acres.
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In June 2012, the district coordinator, along with the Jasper SWCD Technician 11
found no perimeter fence and wheat only in the field during a practice review. Mr.
Poynor outlined the communication that had taken place with the landowner and
the request for a prorated repayment of $3,427.50 based on Soil and Water
Districts Commission policy.

A certified letter was received by Mr. Dawson on February 18, 2014 from Soil -
and Water Conservation Program office that requested repayment and explained
the process of appeal to Soil and Water Districts Commigsion. An appeal letter
from Mr. Dawson was received on March 17, 2014 guestmg the repayment to
be waived.

After discussion, H. Ralph Gaw made a mot1on
demand repayment within 30 days. If not
maintenance violation of Mr. Richard Da son to the Missou
Office for collection of cost-share i
Bradley seconded the motion. A poll
Bradley, H. Ralph Gaw and Gary Vand
motion camed unanimously.

I. PUBLIC COMMENTS (CONTINU

Beverly Dometrorch congratulated the new .
and vice chair. Ms D |

1 lores said that NRCS is working closely with the Soil and
for training dlS ict employees and moving forward with as

that théy ralely saw the sun shine in Korea due to the pollution
& sa1d that althouch we have complaints about laws and

EEthanked staff and partners. He said 1ega1dless of d1sag1eements that
same and we always do the best for agriculture.

our end goal is {

J. SUGGESTED DATE(S) OF NEXT MEETING(S)

The next suggested Soil and Water Districts Commission meeting is May 21, 2014 in
Jefferson City.
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K. ADJOURNMENT
H. Ralph Gaw made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:38pm. Thomas Bradley
seconded the motion. When asked by the chair. Charles Ausfahl, Thomas Bradley, H.
Ralph Gaw and Gary Vandiver voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried

unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Wilson, Dep yDn cto
Soil and Water servatioi
Approved by: G, S

Gary Vandiver, Chairman
Missouri Soil and Water Districts Comn}ission

/clm
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Computer-Assisted Nutrient Management Course
REGISTRATION APPROVAL FORM
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Please select the training you want to attend. If there is a second date/location that will
work, indicate first and second choices (space is limited to 10 at each location).

Selection Location Facility Date

Columbia Bradford Extension Center April 8, 2014
Linneus Forage Systems Research Center April 15, 2014
Columbia Bradford Extension Center April 25, 2014

Mt. Vernon Southwest Research Center April 29, 2014

Mt. Vernon Southwest Research Center April 30, 2014

Novelty Greenley Experiment Station May 6, 2014

Portageville Delta Research Center May 8, 2014

Columbia Bradford Extension Center May 22, 2014

Linneus Forage Systems Research Center May 29, 2014

Please check on the following website for additional sessions and for sessions that are already full:
http://www.nmplanner.missouri.edu/training/#computer

Name of Supervisor

SWcCD

Board Approval Signature

Submit the completed form to Lori Bax by e-mail (lori.bax@dnr.mo.gov).




Subject: Nutrient Management Training Sessions
Attachments: Nutrient Management Enrollment Form.pdf

The Soil and Water Conservation Program is pleased to announce that training for Nutrient Management, in
preparation for Nutrient Management certification will be offered at regional locations. This training is through
Lincoln University and will be required for those who plan to test to become certified in Nutrient

Management. Lincoln University has subcontracted with Ron Miller who many of you may know — he was the
State Conservation Agronomist with the Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office prior to his
retirement. The Nutrient Management certification will allow district staff to sign off on nutrient management
plans and is equivalent to the certification held by NRCS staff. The training includes a computer module for the
Manure Management Program (MMP) from Purdue University on developing a plan for commercial fertilizers
and then for manure applications.

The training is a precursor to the testing phase to become a certitied Nutrient Management planner. The training
and testing are only available to district staff that are Technician IIs. A study guide will be provided to those
who participate in the training as preparation for further Nutrient Management certification.

Two dates have been scheduled at this time. This is a two-day training and will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. each day. If hotel accommodations are required, the program office will be making these arrangements, as
well as funding the costs associated.

May 13-14,2014
Lincoln University Jefferson City, MO

May 20-21, 2014
Missouri State University, Springfield, MO

District Technician IIs that are interested in attending must complete the attached form and submit
electronically to Lori Bax (lori.bax@dnr.mo.gov). Space is limited and spots will only be reserved upon
receiving the completed enrollment form. Confirmation will be issued via e-mail upon receipt of the completed
form with additional information (parking passes, maps to the location, etc.).

Please note: district staff may have participated recently in Nutrient Management training provided by the
University of Missouri Extension (Dr. John Lory). These are different training classes, although both classes do
complement each other. Thank you.

Celebrating 40 years of taking care of Missouri’s natural resources. To learn more about the Missouri
Department of Natural Resources visit dnr.mo.gov.



Nutrient Management Certification Training

EINKO

Employee Name

SWCD

Position Title

E-mail

Telephone

Please select the training you would like to attend (space islimited at each location):

Selection Location Facility Date
Jefferson City, MO Lincoln University May 13-14, 2014
Springfield, MO Missouri State University May 20-21, 2014

™ Hotel Accommodations Needed Night Before
{7 Hotel Accommodations Needed Night Between

Name of Supervisor

Board Signature

SWCD

Submit the completed form to Lori Bax by e-mail (lori.bax@dnr.mo.gov).




Moody, Christa
e 1

Sent: Monday, May 05, 2014 10:07 AM
To: Moody, Christa
Subject: FW: Grassland Training

The Soil and Water Conservation Program, through Lincoln University, will offer training
in grassland planning and application for SWCD employees (this is not limited to
Technician II level staff). Several regional sessions are planned to minimize travel time
and expense. The training will be presented by retired NRCS State Grassland
Conservationists Mark Kennedy and John Turner.

The training will include classroom instruction in Plant Growth and Forage Quality,
Fertility, Animal Nutrition, Economics, Evaluating Farm Resources, Grazing System
Layout and Design, Fencing and Water Systems. Hands-on training will be provided on
Livestock-Forage Balance (GRAZE4) and pipeline design (MOPipeline). A field exercise
will be held to inventory a farm and prepare a grazing system plan.

The first grassland planning and application training session is May 28™ and 29" at
Lincoln University’s Carver Farm, 3804 Bald Hill Rd, Jefferson City. It will begin at 10:00
a.m. on Wednesday, May 28 and adjourn at 5:00 p.m. Hours for the second day,
Thursday, will be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

This training is not designed as a preparatory exercise to the Grazing Management
Certification exam, although much of the training will benefit Tech IIs to prepare for the
Grazing Management Certification. Many technicians who are already certified at the
Tech II level will benefit.

Please complete the attached form and e-mail to lori.bax@dnr.mo.gov. Space is limited,
spots will only be reserved upon receiving the completed enroliment form. Confirmation
will be issued via e-mail upon receipt of the completed form.

If you have any questions please let your district coordinator know.
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http://dnr.mo.gov/iomwi.htm

2014 Focus Watersheds

During the past year and half, the Department of Natural Resources has been working through the pilot
phase of its Our Missouri Waters. We have joined with many of you as our partners to begin or continue
conversations about our efforts within the local communities of the Spring River, Lower Grand and Big
River watersheds. With your help, we have made great strides in bringing into focus the shared vision for

water resources within these watersheds.

The three pilot watersheds —Big, Lower Grand and Spring — will remain in focus during 2014. In addition,
the department is expanding its focus to include the Salt River Basin, Meramec Basin and the Missouri
River corridor as well as the Sac, Niangua and Upper Mississippi — Cape Girardeau individual

“watersheds. Following is a full listing of each watershed with its HUC-8 identifying number:

Our Missour1 Waters

/)
i rotefay ki Harnnda
AL .
y Salt Basin
Missouri
~ ‘ River Corridor
. s R .
g W f : SRy . Meramec
3 k14 e ey "
JV. -~ LEN ‘- . ; S (i, P 3 4 ".. 4 ﬁ‘:n
Niangua~, e : = Upper Mississippi
'?\ R Ty, Y . ) =\ Cape Girardeau
Sac . . )

fery

ccccc
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| DEPARTMENT OF
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Missouri River Corridor watersheds

Independence — Sugar; 10240011; Lower Missouri — Crooked; 10300101; Lower Missouri — Moreau;
10300102; Lower Missouri; 10300200

Salt Basin

North Fork Salt; 07110005; South Fork Salt; 07110006; Salt; 07110007

Meramec Basin

Meramec; 07140102, Big; 07140104

Other Watersheds

Spring; 11070207; Lower Grand; 10280103; Sac; 10290106; Niangua; 10290110; Upper Mississippi —
Cape Girardeau; 07140105;

Contact Your Watershed Coordinator
Northeast Region Watershed Coordinator - Mary Culler, 660-385-8000
Kansas City Region Watershed Coordinator - Andrea Smith, 660-562-1876

St. Louis Region Watershed Coordinator - Tracy Haag, 314-416-2960

Southeast Region Watershed Coordinator - Travis Abernathy, 573-840-9750

Southwest Region Watershed Coordinator - Gwenda Bassett, 471-891-4300




Pembroke Hill High School wins 2014 Envirothon http://swed.mo.gov/internal/envirothon2014.ht

D-9

i

Internal Information Sharing for Soil and Water Conservation Districts

Pembroke Hill High School Wins 2014 Missouri Envirothon

Pembroke Hill High School took the top score in the 2014 Missouri Envirothon. The 18-team competition took place on May 1 at the
Audrain County 4-H Center in Mexico, Missouri. -

Students competed at five different outdoor testing stations - aquatic ecology, forestry, soils and land use, wildlife and the 2014
current conservation issue. Test stations required the teams to complete a variety of both hands-on and written natural resource
questions. Each team also was scored on an oral presentation to a panel of judges.

To learn more about the Missouri Envirothon, including previous team rankings and regulations, visit the Missouri's Envirothon
website or contact the Soil and Water Conservation Program at 573-751-4932. Local soil and water conservation districts, in
conjunction with cooperating agencies and educators, organize and run local Envirothon competitions.

In 1998, Missouri held it first state Envirothon. The Envirothon was started in 1979 by three Pennsylvania soil and water
conservation districts. By 1998, the idea had caught on and the first national contest was held. In 2012, the program attracted
participation from 54 states and Canada.

5/21/2014 10:42 AM
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Pulaski County Soil & Water Conservation District
301 Historic 66 East Suite 201 Waynesville, Mo. 65583
(573) 774-4767

August 26, 2013

Soil & Water Districts Commission
PO Box 176
Jefferson City, Mo. 65102

Dear Sirs,

August 1% through August 7" Pulaski County received 19.8 inches of rain. Governor Jay Nixon declared
Pulaski County a disaster area.

The Big Piney, the Gasconade and the Rubidoux Rivers all run through Pulaski County. These three rivers
got out of their banks and flooded valuable established river bottom hay and grazing pastures.
Employees have been gathering names and information of the damage to Pulaski County.

Damages range from gravel in pastures, fence missing, some hay and grazing pastures were under water
for more than a week. Some acreage was just completely washed away.

After reviewing the flood damage, the Pulaski County Board of Supervisors would like to request FLOOD
DAMAGE ASSISTANCE for the cooperators of Pulaski County.

The Board would like to be able to assist our cooperators with emergency efforts to replace lost fencing,
gravel removal from pastures and we would like to be able to help our producers reseed these river
bottom hay and grazing pastures.

We understand that FSA is reviewing Pulaski County as well. We realize that the federal government
may not provide any assistance to Pulaski County farmers due to lack of funds. We as a collective board
would like the Commission to intervene in helping the farmers of Pulaski County by offering some
Emergency Flood damage assistance to help our agriculture remain in production.

Thank You,

Strak Aranb
Sew&&m% ANV Cxtenns o
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www.dnr.mo. gov

April 3, 2014

Board of Supervisors
Pulaski Soil and Water
Conservation District
301 Historic 66, Ste. 201
Waynesville, MO 65583

Dear Supervisors,

The Soil and Water Districts Commission reviewed the district’s request for a variance to the erosion
requirement qualification for the DSL-1 Permanent Vegetative Cover Establishment practice at their
March 21, 2014 meeting. The district made the request to assist landowners that had grass stands

impacted by flooding along the Gasconade River in August 2013.

After reviewing the request and discussing the issue with your district technician, the commission tabled
the issue until the May commission meeting. The commission tabled the issue so the district could
complete an assessment of the impacted fields once the plants start growing. The assessment will be used
by the Commission to determine the scope of the variance request. The next meeting is tentatively
scheduled for May 21, 2014 in Jefferson City.

If you have any questions, please contact your coordinator Patty Chapman at the Soil and Water
Conservation Program, PO Box 176, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0176 or by phone at
573-522-3323. Thank you. ‘

Sincerely,

SOIL AND WATER CONSERYATION PROGRAM

Ner B

Jim Boschert
Environmental Specialist IV

JB:pcm

Celebrating 40 years of taking care of Missouri's natural resources. To learn more about the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources visit dnr.mo.qgov.
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lance Authority
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Chapter 1—Organization

Title 10—DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
Division 70—Soil and Water Districts
Commission
Chapter 1—Organization

10 CSR 70-1.010 Organization

PURPOSE: The purpose of this rule is to
comply with the requirements of section
536.023, RSMo 1986 which requires each
agency to adopt as a rule a description of its
operation and the methods where the public
may obtain information or make submissions
or requests.

(1) The Soil and Water Districts Commission
is a state agency created by section 278.080,
RSMo Supp. 2007 for the administration of
the soil and water conservation districts pro-
vided for in sections 278.060-278.300,
RSMo. The commission is comprised of six
(6) farmer members and four (4) non-voting
ex officio members and operates with an
assigned staff as an agency within the
Department of Natural Resources. Its prima-
ry responsibility is the determination of poli-
cies and procedures to be used by soil and
water conservation districts. In addition, the
Soil and Water Districts Commission has the
authority and responsibility to—

(A) Encourage the formation of soil and
water conservation districts;

(B) Formulate and fix rules and procedures
for the establishment or disestablishment of
soil and water conservation districts and sub-
districts and the selection of soil and water
conservation districts’ supervisors;

(C) Receive petitions, hold hearings and
conduct referenda on the establishment of
soil and water conservation districts;

(D) Advise soil and water conservation dis-
tricts in developing programs for saving soil
and water;

(E) Obtain technical, financial or material
assistance for soil and water conservation dis-
tricts; and

(F) Provide any assistance it may judge as
useful to any soil and water conservation dis-
trict in the saving of soil and water.

~_> (G) Unless prohibited by any federal or

state law, the commission may grant individ-
ual variances to Soil and Water Districts
Commission rules upon presentation of ade-
quate proof, that compliance with sections
278.070 to 278.300, or any rule or regula-
tion, standard, requirement, limitation or
order of the commission will have an arbi-
trary and unreasonable impact on landowners
participating in soil and water conservation
eligible practices. In determining under what
conditions and to what extent a variance may

be granted, the commission shall exercise a
wide discretion in weighing the equities
involved as well as the advantages and disad-
vantages in approving or disapproving a
request for a variance.

1. The variance request shall:

A. Be in writing;

B. Filed with the program director of
the Soil and Water Conservation Program;
and

C. Set out reasons the applicant
believes a variance should be granted.

2. The burden shall be placed on the
applicant of a variance to show the inequities
if the variance is not granted.

3. The program director shall promptly
investigate the application and make a rec-
ommendation to the commission after the
application is received as to whether the vari-
ance should be granted or denied.

(2) Requests for services or information may
be directed to locally organized soil and
water conservation districts or to the com-
mission office, PO Box 1368, Jefferson City,
MO 65102.

AUTHORITY: section 278.070.4, RSMo 2000
and sections 278.080.1 and 278.080.5(8),
RSMo Supp. 2007.* Original rule filed Dec.
31, 1975, effective Jan. 10, 1976. Amended:
Filed Jan. 2, 2002, effective Aug. 30, 2002.
Amended: Filed Sept. 26, 2007, effective May
30, 2008.

*Original authority: 278.070, RSMo 1943, amended 1961,
1969, 1980 and 278.080, RSMo 1943, amended 1961,
1980, 1986, 1995, 2000, 2001.

Op. Atty. Gen. No. 465, Norbury, 12-29-66.
The appointment of a member of the State
Soil and Water Districts Commission, or a
member of the board of supervisors of a soil
and water conservation subdistrict, or a
member of the trustees to the governing body
of a subdistrict as the contracting officer for
a soil and water conservation subdistrict is
against public policy and void.

RoBIN CARNAHAN
Secretary of State

(4/30/08)

CODE OF STATE REGULATIONS



Chapter 5—State Funded Cost-Share Program

10 CSR 70-5 [:sn

Title 10—DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
Division 70—Soil and Water Districts
Commission
Chapter 5—State Funded Cost-Share
Program

10 CSR 70-5.010 Apportionment of Funds

PURPOSE: This rule establishes commission
guidelines for allocation of funds available
for the Missouri State Soil and Water
Conservation Cost-Share Program.

(1) General Availability of Funds. State cost-
share funds shall be available only to
landowners of land located in soil and water
conservation districts which have agreed to
locally administer the program and have exe-
cuted a Memorandum of Understanding with
the commission setting forth the terms of
assistance. To be eligible, a landowner must
have a conservation plan as approved by the
district.

(2) Annual ‘Apportionment of Funds. All
funds apportioned to the cost-share program
for any fiscal year shall be apportioned by the
commission to the participating districts by
considering the character of the districts’
needs according to criteria developed by the
commission.

(A) Fiscal Year Limitations. Funds allocat-
ed to districts but unclaimed at the end of
each fiscal year shall be returned to the com-
mission.

(B) Release of Funds for Reapportionment.
A district, at any time, may provide notice to
the commission that it has not obligated all
funds made available under section (2), that it
does not expect to do so by the end of the fis-
cal year and that it releases any portion of
those funds for reapportionment by the com-
mission.

(C) Termination of the Memorandum of
Understanding. In the event that the Memor-
andum of Understanding required by section
(1) is terminated by any district or by the
commission, the district shall release all
funds unobligated as of the effective date of
termination and shall further release, as they
become available, obligated funds for which
no claim for payment is made in a timely
manner.

(D) Use of Released Funds. Funds released
by any district in accordance with subsections
(2)(A)-(C) shall be returned to the Cost-
Share Program to be reallocated by the com-
mission considering the relative need basis or
reserved by the commission for special allot-
ment under subsection (2)(E).

(E) Special Allotments. The commission
may withhold funds from the general appor-
tionment under section (2) and may reserve
funds released by the districts under subsec-
tions (2)(A)-(C) for the purpose of cost-shar-
ing special projects which the commission
considers necessary and of high priority for
the abatement of soil erosion and the control-
ling of sediment. The funds thus withheld for
the general apportionment or returned to the
commission shall be allotted to a district(s)
specified by the commission for the cost-
sharing of certain critical-needs projects. The
special critical-needs projects shall be
planned and designed by the commission
incorporating the cooperative assistance of
the local district(s) involved and with the
technical assistance available to the
district(s).

AUTHORITY: sections 278.070 and 278.110,
RSMo 2000 and section 278.080, RSMo
Supp. 2007.* Original rule filed Aug. 12,
1980, effective Jan. 1, 198l. Emergency
amendment filed July 29, 2009, effective Aug.
8, 2009, expired Feb. 25, 2010. Amended:
Filed Sept. 26, 2007, effective May 30, 2008.

*Original authority: 278.070, RSMo 1943, amended 1961,
1969, 1980; 278.080, RSMo 1943, amended 1961, 1980,
1986, 1995, 2000, 2001; and 278.110, RSMo 1943,
amended 1961, 1980.

10 CSR .70-5.020 Application
Eligibility for Funds

and

PURPOSE: This rule establishes criteria and
methods of application for persons desiring
Jfunds from the Missouri Soil and Water
Conservation Cost-Share Program.

(1) Establishing Practice Eligibility. The
commission shall establish a list of eligible
practices for which cost-share funds should
be utilized and annually shall affirm or mod-
ify the list as it considers appropriate. The
participating districts shall develop annual
priority listings of preferred practices from
the commission eligibility list upon which
they will base their considerations for cost-
sharing. Landowners shall be eligible for
cost-share funds only for the types of prac-
tices designated as eligible for these purposes
by the Soil and Water Districts Commission
and by the participating districts. No eligible
practices are available to treat flood scouring
problems.

(2) Application for Assistance. To be eligible
for assistance from the Cost-Share Program,
a landowner must make application on forms
provided by the commission. Copies of these
forms shall be available at district offices.

The district’s board will act upon only those
applications for cost-sharing from landown-
ers who have a conservation plan as approved
by the district, except as provided in sections
(7) and (8), and for eligible practices on
which construction or implementation has not
yet begun. In commission-approved Special
Area Land Treatment (SALT) program pro-
jects, the district board of supervisors may
approve SALT cost-share applications at the
date of the conservation plan approval or at
the approval date of the SALT project,
whichever is later. However, governmental
agencies, political subdivisions and public
institutions are excluded from participation in
the Cost-Share Program. As a further stipu-
lation for receiving cost-sharing assistance,
the land upon which the practice is to be
implemented or constructed must be eroding
at rates greater than tolerable soil loss limits
or be experiencing active gully erosion,
except that cost-sharing assistance also may
be available in the following instances when
excessive erosion is not necessarily occur-
ring:

(A) For eligible practices to prevent gully
erosion when needed to complete a water dis-
posal system;

(B) For the establishment of permanent
forest cover on marginal or riparian lands;

(C) For the exclusion of domestic livestock
grazing from existing woodlands on marginal
or riparian soils;

(D) For a no-till practice for forage con-
versions;

(E) For grade stabilization structures that
are greater than ten (10) years old when the
principal pipe has failed; .

(F) For a no-till practice to improve the
vegetative cover of pasture and rangeland to
provide continued erosion prevention; and

(G) For a practice to demonstrate benefits
of a planned grazing system.

(3) Funding Determination and Limits. It
shall be the responsibility and duty of the
board of supervisors to determine the actual
dollar amount of cost-sharing on individual
applications. State cost-share rates shall not
exceed the limits established in-10 CSR 70-
5.040(1). In the event that the landowner
wishes to construct or implement practices
over and above the size or scope determined
by a qualified technician to be of minimum
and necessary need for soil and water con-
servation, the board shall provide cost-share
assistance on only that part of the practice
necessary for soil and water conservation
purposes.

(4) Availability of Federal Funds. Applica-
tions for cost-sharing assistance may be

RoBIN CARNAHAN
Secretary of State

(11/3010)

CODE OF STATE REGULATIONS
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//*3\ Lawrence County 10763G Hif

J' Soil and Water Conservation Mt. Vernon.

,_“ District Phone: 417-466-7682, Ext. 3
May 15, 2014

Soil and Water Districts Commission
Soil and Water Conservation Program
P.O. Box 176

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Commissioners,

This in regard to our ongoing issue of adding a cost-share component to hook 6nto a public
drinking water system to cost-share practices which include digging wells and constructing ponds
for livestock water.

Back in the middle of August 2013 we had a landowner install a WQ10 which included the
development of a water source. This landowner had access to public drinking water on his
property and was willing to tap into this source in lieu of drilling a more expensive well.

Unfortunately, the cost of tapping into such a water source was not an allowable component of
the WQ10 or any other regular cost-share practice. It was, however, a component of the
Emergency Drought Program in 2012.

We have received a couple different “reasons” why this component hasn’t been added to the
approved component list.

First, we were told that this component couldn’t be added because NRCS have no standard and
specifications for such a component. This, we are sure, is because the procedure to tap a public
drinking water system would fall under the jurisdiction of the public water supplier and NRCS
would have no authority to direct such activities.

Second, we were told that the Program Office staff could not determine a state average cost for
such a component. On December 16, 2013 we were able to provide a list of connection costs
from 230 municipalities all over the state of Missouri that operate their own water company; yet
we have been unable to get any kind of response from the Soil and Water Program staff
regarding this issue.

We are asking the Commission to resolve this issue if for no other reason than tapping onto a
public drinking water system when it is available, and when a livestock water source is needed,
would be the least cost option for providing livestock water.

Lawrence £o. Soil and Water Co tion District

farold Lampe, Vice-Chair



P. O. BOX 146—HERMITA

Date: May 5, 2014 , RECEBVED

To: Soil and Water District’s Commission My 06 200k

BY:

CC. Colleen Meredith, Program Director

From: Hickory County Soil and Water Conservation District

Subject: ~ N391 Riparian Forest Buffers: Past Their Maintenance Life

The Hickory County Soil and Water Conservation District is seeking direction from the Soil and Water
Distrii:t’s Commission concerning how to handle N391 Riparian Forest Buffers that have exceeded. the
maintenance life for the practice. Several landowners have requested to enter their old N391’sinto a
new WQ10 practice. The District is aware of the pros.and cons of such a decision.but is-asking the
Commission to.consider.approving the landowner’s request.

We feel the advantages in making sure these sensitive areas continue to be protected far outweigh any
of the problems that may be associated with this decision. The infrastructure is already inplace so the
only component would be the incentive payment which is $500.00 per acre for 10 years. We believe
this is a very inexpensive way to assure these areas are protected from livestock and erosion from high
water events.

The Hickory County SWCD thanks you for your consideration.

Yours in Conservation,

//%f/(

Hickory County

Soil and Water Conservation, Board Member



SOIL & WATER

RIPLEY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
#3 Confederate Ridge Road ° Doniphan, MO 63935-9466
Phone: (573) 996-7116 Ext. 8 * Fax (573) 996-5230

February 21, 2014

Missouri Soil & Water District Commission
P.0O.Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Commissioners:

The Ripley County Soil and Water Conservation District Board and staff strive to serve
the landowners of Ripley County. One issue which has been brought to our attention
many times is the amount of cost-share dollars paid on our well-drilling component.

The amount paid for this component is based upon the state average price for well-
drilling, which is set at $6.44 per foot. This state average falls far short of the actual price
for drilling a well in our county, as well as many other counties throughout the state. In
Ripley County, the majority of wells drilled have cost our landowners $15.00 per foot.
According to the Wellhead Protection Section of the Missouri Geological Survey, this
price is based on many factors, including the harder and more abrasive rocks (such as
granite and dolomite) which are common in southeastern Missouri, as well as the number
of well-drillers available, and the distance which they must travel to the drill sites. (See
attached correspondence.) What this high price means for our landowners, regardless of
the reasons for it, is that at our 75% cost-share, in Ripley County we are only able to pay
$4.83 towards the $15.00 per foot cost. This leaves our landowners to pay a price of
$10.17 per foot, which is in itself well beyond the set state average.

Even during the drought relief program in 201 2, where cost-share was advertised at 90%
of cost, we were only able to pay our landowners $5.79 toward their wells. This presented
a hardship for many landowners. For example, it cost one land owner $6150.00 to drill a
410 ft. well, while we were only able to assist through 90% cost-share with $2,102.40,
leaving the landowner to pay $4047.60, or 66% of actual cost out of pocket. This was the
case for several landowners who participated in the drought relief program in our county.



Missouri Soil & Water District Commission
February 19, 2014
Page 2

Because of this discrepancy in well-drilling price and the amount we are able to pay in
cost-share dollars, the Ripley County SWCD board asks that the Commission would
move to address this concern.

This problem has been brought to our attention by many landowners and other Soil &
Water Conservation District Boards in our area. We have agreed to voice these concerns
to you as Commissioners in hopes that you will consider this issue. In addition to Ripley
County, please see attached correspondence from the following counties: Bollinger,
Butler, Carter, Iron, Oregon, St. Francois, Wayne & Washington.

We wish to serve Ripley County landowners in hopes that they will continue to cooperate
with our conservation efforts. Thank you for your consideration of our proposal.

Sincerely,

Ripley County Board of Supervisors

27% i
Mik

rmour, Chairperson

Pat Rawlings, Vice-Clirperson

U/

Chuck Aldrich, Treasurer

\ﬂ/\zu% &gﬁ(’

Mary S oﬁQermber
N/ Yy

Stephanie Milner, Secretary




Missouri Soil and Water District Commission
PO Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

July 24, 2013

Dear Commission,

The Oregon County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors is
submitting this letter requesting a rate increase for the Well Drilling component on the
current cost-share component list. The current Well Drilling rate is $6.44 per foot.
Oregon County SWCD processed 33 livestock well payments through the Disaster
Assistance Program approved by Governor Nixon in 2012. The average rate for drilling
these 33 wells was $8.51 per foot. Therefore, we are supporting the Ripley County
SWCD in their efforts of getting the current Well Drilling component increased.

Thank you in advance for considering this matter and we look forward to hearing a
positive outcome. If you have any questions feel free to contact our office at 417-778-
7561 Ext. 101.

Sincerely,
(Ll Gl

Oregon County Soil and Water
Conservation District
Board of Supervisors



conserving

natural resources
Sfor onr future

Iron County Soil & Water Conservation District
250 S. Main St., Ironton, MO 63650
Phone: 573-546-6518 Fax: 573-546-0403

kgn.wooten@swcd.mo.gov terri.matthews@swecd.mo.gov

October 2, 2013

Soil & Water Districts Commission
PO Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Commission;

After the drought assistance of the summer of 2012, the landowners of Iron County have
brought it to the attention of the District employees and the Board of Supervisors that the
average cost for well drilling in our county is considerably higher than the state average.

Due to our geographical location and topographic make-up, it simply costs more to have

a well drilled in our area.

The average cost for well drilling was $10.79 per foot for our landowners, with $7.50 per
foot on the low end and $15.00 per foot on the high end. At $15.00 per foot, our
landowner is getting paid $4.83 (75% of $6.44). This averages out to a little over 32% per
foot of the reimbursement through the Cost-Share Program. While our landowners are
grateful for any reimbursement they receive, they are falling way short of the 75% max
for reimbursement. At $15.00 per foot, with the Cost-Share reimbursement, our
landowner is paying $10.17 per foot out of pocket.

Our board feels that due to the higher cost for drilling a well in our area, that the Water
Well Drilling component should be adjusted to an average more fitting to our area’s
_average cost.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Do) Lt
Tony Harbison

Iron County SWCD Chairman



812 Progress Drive
Farmington, MO 63640
(573) 756-6488

FAX: (573) 756-811%9

ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY SWCD

February 20, 2014

Soil & Water Conservation Program
Missouri Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176 :

Jefferson City, MO 65102

To: Vice Chairman Gary Vandiver and fellow Commissioners;

The St. Francois County Soil and Water Conservation District
board of supervisors would like for the Commission to consider
an increase for the Well Drilling component in our county.

Last year during the drought assistance program we saw that the
cost for this component in our county was extremely higher than
the allowable cost through the Cost-Share program.

The average cost in our county for well drilling was $ 10.50 to
$15.00 per foot for our landowners. While our landowners were
happy to receive funding and a source for water, it was quite a bit
higher per foot from the 75% of the $6.44 they were allowed.

As supervisors and farmers ourselves, we feel this higher cost for
drilling a well in our county might need to be looked at and
adjusted to better suit our area.

We would like to see this component increased and be more
suitable for our county. We are thanking you in advance for your
consideration in this matter.

Si cerelV

mes mmer Board Of Supervisors
hairman James Plummer, Chairman
Glenn Jarvis, Vice Chairman
‘Warren Shelley, Treasurer
Kendra Graham, Secretary
Kenny Kollmeyer, Member

@ ®© ® ¢ e @ © ® © ® ©®© 9 ® © © © S © P © © @ ° © © & & o



Carter County Soil & Water Conservation District
PO Box 154 3 E Cleveland, Ste. A
Ellsinore, MO 63937
Phone: 573-322-0233

To the SWCD Commission:

The issue of the state average cost for the well drilling and the components involved being way
below the average cost in our area has come up several times in the past. In light of the drought
last year and the state assistance program that helped the affected farmers, it is now more
evident than before to all involved that the cost for the drilling should be set by the individule
districts same as the earth moving component.

With every contract we had during the drough assistance, we had to explain to the landowners
that participated in the program, that while the news reported that up to 90% of the cost for a
well would be covered, for our area, it would only be around 60%. This was not fair to the
landowners in our area who were just as severly affected as the landowners in the rest of the

state . - 4 . - o , ~

Our board of supervisors is requesting that the commission please consider this issue again and
change the policy to be the same as that of the earth moving component.

Thank you:
Carter Co. SWCD Board of Supervisors %\
Mike Kelley, Chair Wayne Gibbs, ¥ice-Chair
Ut ) F ot K % Q
ert Pennington, TreAsurer Kevin Anderson, Secretary

Andy Stieger, Member



SUPERVISORS T STAFF

Martin Strauser, Chairman Rt Rhonda Davault, NRCS Conservationist
Shirley Turnbough, Vice-Chairman WASHINGTON COUNTY SOIL AND Jeff Dierking, MDC PLC
Frank Meyers, Treasurer WATERCONSERVATION DISTRICT Tiffany Woods, Technician
Lynn Heins, Secretary 103 N. MISSOURI STREET
James Phares, Board Member POTOSI, MO 63664
PHONE (573) 438-9214
Dear Commissioners:

We are writing this letter in regards to increasing the well drilling price from $6.44
in Washington County.

During the 2012 Drought Program we received invoices from three different well
drilling companies in the area. These well drilling companies charged different rates for
drilling through limestone and granite. The wells varied in depth from 180 feet to over
400 feet. The prices were from $7.50 per foot in limestone to $10.77 per foot in granite.
The $10.77 price was because the drill company had to drill through 230 feet of granite to
get to a good water table. This particular landowner called the US Geological Service in
Rolla and they informed him to drill through the granite to get to a good water source,
which is why the drill company drilled over 400 feet.

After some discussion of this matter, the Board of Supervisors of Washington
County are recommending a rate increase of approximately 25%, which would raise the

drilling compensation rate to about $8.05 per foot.

Thank you for your time and consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Washington County SWCD Board of Supervisors



Wayne County Soil and Water
Conservation District
P.O. Box 489
Greenville, MO 63944
Phone#573-224-3410 Fax#573-224-3733

July 23, 2013

To: Missouri Soil and Water Districts Commission

The Wayne County Soil and Water Conservation District request the DSP 3.1
Grazing System Water Development Water Well Drilling Component be based
on County Average Cost rather than State Average Cost, similar to how the costs
for Earthmoving Components are based.

During the 2012 Emergency Drought Assistance Program we had several
Missouri permitted well drillers drill wells in the Wayne County Area. The Cost-
Share rate was ninety percent (90%) State Average Cost. The landowners
received about fifty-five (55%) back on the water well drilling component due to
the well drillers rates for our area. Our Regular Cost-Share rate is seventy-five
(75%) State Average Cost so the landowners receive about thirty-five (35%) back
on the water well drilling component. The landowners are thankful for the cost-
share assistance but complain the water well drilling rate ($6.44 Ft.) is too low
for our area. We explain this rate is based on the State Average Cost and due to

our regional geology the drillers in our area charge more per foot for well
drilling.

Listed below are the drilling charges from permitted well drillers that were used
in Wayne County. (Cost does not include casing or lining charges)

Company City/State Drilling Cost per Foot
M&T Drilling Silva, MO $10.00
Richard Burton Drilling Ellington, MO $12.00

Reddish Drilling Doniphan, MO $17.00
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o the geology in our county and neighboring counties.

Butler County Soil and Water Conservation District
4327 Hwy. 67 N — Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 — (573) 785-6160

November 6, 2013

The Butler County Board would like an increase in the well prices since the expenses are higher due to

/Zﬂlﬁ L el

Curtis Woriey, Chairman

el

Rusty Eaker, Vice Chairman

gz )/ fw

Irvin Mansbridge, Treasurer

Andy Clark, Member




Bollinger County Soil and Water

Conservation District
P O Box 199 Marble Hill, MO 63764
573-238-2671 ext. 3

TO: Soil & Water Commission

FROM: Bollinger Soil and Water Conservation District

SUBJECT: Well Drilling Rates

The Bollinger County Soil & Water District (SWCD) Board would like request the
Soil & Water Commission increase the Well Drilling rate for our area of the state.
The cost-share rate for FY14 is $6.44 per foot, well below the $12.00/ft. average
from wells drilled in Bollinger County this time last year.

The current rate is almost half of the actual drilling cost in our county. Please take

in consideration the different geology of the state that determines the well drillers
charge.

Salivme Dowd B8,

Saliena Dowd, Chairman
Bollinger County SWCD



Moody, Christa

From: Griffin, Rachel

Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 2014 5:29 PM
To: Boschert, Jim; Moody, Christa

Cc: Pellett, Jennifer

Subject: Well Drilling Component
Attachments: WELL LETTER TO COMMISSION.pdf

Attached is a letter from several boards in our area requesting that the well drilling component price be increased.
Please route this as necessary for review and consideration.

Thank you.

Rachel C. Griffirv

District Manager

Ripley County SWCD

#3 Confederate Ridge Road
Doniphan, MO 63935-9466
rachel.griffin@swcd.mo.gov
Phone: (573)996-7116 Ext. 3
Fax: 855-824-0777






