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All Kinds of Surprises

• Tanks and Their Contents 
• Structural Surprises 
• They used WHAT for fill?
• Landfills and Their Laments
• Our Petroleum-Saturated Heritage
• Gallery of Gunk and other stuff our mothers told us to stay away from
• Offsite Source-ery
• The Ones That Turned Out to Be Nothing



Tanks and Their Contents
Kansas City Terminal RR, KC



Tanks and Their Contents
Fatima High School, Westphalia



Tanks and Their Contents
Ferguson Building, St. Louis



Tanks and Their Contents
Ferguson Building, St. Louis



Tanks and Their Contents
Ferguson Building, St. Louis



Bigger Than Expected Projects
Barrett Manufacturing, Kansas City



Structural Surprises
Switzer Candy, St. Louis



Structural Surprises 
Rosalie St., St. Louis



Structural Surprises 
Carondelet Coke, St. Louis



Structural Surprises 
Sunshine Biscuit, Kansas City



Fill
Ford St. Louis Assembly Plant, Hazelwood



Fill
Kansas City Terminal Railway, Kansas City



Fill
Kansas City Terminal Railway ‐ AFTER



Gallery of Gunk
Eagleton Courthouse, St. Louis ‐ AFTER



Gallery of Gunk
Eagleton Courthouse, St. Louis



Gallery of Gunk
Buckman Laboratories, Cadet



Landfills
Ash Grove Quarry, Springfield



Landfills
Ash Grove Quarry ‐ AFTER



Landfills
BNSF Baden Yard, Hall St., St. Louis



Gallery of Gunk
MLK Business Park, St. Louis



Gallery of Gunk
MLK Business Park ‐ AFTER



Gallery of Gunk
City Hospital, St. Louis



Petroleum
Flat Branch Park, Columbia



Petroleum
Flat Branch Park ‐ AFTER



Petroleum
Brewery Spring, Jordan Valley Park, Springfield



Petroleum
Sunshine  Biscuit/Zea Chemical, Kansas City



Petroleum
Sunshine  Biscuit/Zea Chemical ‐ AFTER



Less Painful Than Expected
Highland Terrace, O’Fallon



Less Painful Than Expected
Highland Terrace, O’Fallon



Offsite Sources
Wharf St. Property, St. Louis



Offsite Sources
Wharf St. Property, St. Louis



Things to Remember

• Usually the worry is worse than the reality
• Most sites are fairly routine
• Phase I and Phase II investigations are valuable but they do 

not always uncover everything
• Expect the unexpected; do not panic
• Surprises can be dealt with and projects completed 

successfully
• Call your BVCP Project Manager



We cannot 
solve our 

problems with 
the same kind 
of thinking that 
created them.

Albert Einstein


