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42. Further Description ol imporlanl Features The front of the house is marred by a post 1900 glassed-in L,
porch. This porch hides the original pattern of window. and door openings, and might have g
caused them to be altered. Behind the porch, this elevation has a gable front and a wing. # %
The gable front has one window and probably originally a single leaf door. The wing, also | g
probably had one window and one door. Because the wing has been altered so much, it is 1 3
impossible to tell its exact age. It would appear that the left-most segment of the wing <
was built post 1880. The only part of the house which appears to be without doubt ante-
bellu, is that beneath the gable. This section has.6/6, simply fitted windows. The (cont)

43 History and Symihcance The Wright-Hootman house was built prior to the Battle of Athens. It

is one of the very few antebellum structures from the original town. During the 1860's the
house was occupied by Mrs. Susan Anthony and her son. It was owned by the McCarty family
¢. 1900, and by the Wright Family c. 1918. The Hootmans purchased the property next, it is
still within the Hootman estate.

" 4 ¢ ) il : .
ad_ Descriphon ol Environmenl and Outbuildings The house faces southwest, overlooking Spring D E

in Athens. To the west and northwest are various small outbuildings including an outhouse
and a hen coop. The house is girded by a dilapidated woven wire fence and surrounded by :
heavy bruch and small trees. - |

45 Sources ol.Inlormalion 46. Preparud by Roger Boyd §
& John Thomas

Interview with Betty Wilson, 4/86 47. Organization
NEMO RPC

48. Dale [49 Rovusnon Dale(s)
6/86
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Sticky Note
No physical photos with this survey
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42. remalinder of the house has varying lighting patterns, mainly 1/1. The house rests
on a heavy sill, upon a fieldstone foundation.
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13 Part of Estab. Yes |} 14. District  Yas i1 . L . . 40. Visible from Yes '’
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15 Namu o! Estabhished District 41. Distance lrom and
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42. Fuaher Description ot Important Foatures gy walls and a partial wall of the water wheel support are
all that remain of what was a three story mill. The southeast wall is pierced by 5 low-
arched windows, some of which have collasped. The walls themselves are about 3' thick, made
of stone quarried from the Des Moines River bluffs and brought to the site by ox drawn stone
boats. The walls now stand about 12' high. Atop this first floor were two more levels of
frame construction. The lower two levels were equipped as grist and flour mills and the
third was a woolen mill.

43 Hislory and Sigilicance  The ni]l was built by Arthur Thome in about 1843. A wealthy Kentukian,
Thome supplied the capital to build the mill. This served to strengthen the overall economy
and increase the importance of Athens. Aside from Thome, the mill was owned or managed by

a Mr. Celton (probably a relative of Thome), Major McKee, John Parker, George Gray, Issac
Gray, Hiram Biedman, a Mr. Curtis and a Mr. Holland. It is thought that George Gray (cont)

44 Descuption of Environment and Outbuildings . LV . . . .
The mill remains border the Des Moines River which is to

the northeast. Because of seasonal flooding nothing of the mill's dependencies remain.

45 Sources of.lnlormation 46. Preparud by Roger Boyd
& John Thomas
47. Organization
NEMO RPC I
48. Date [49. Revision Date(s)
1/86 l
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built the first storehouse for the mill. Although no trace of this building remains,

it stood near the mill site. The mill ceased production in about 1888. At this time

it was owned by Issac Gray. He and 3 partners, wells, Anderson, Chidister had purchased
the operation in 1866. He was the sole owner by 1878. 1In 1888 he had the frame portion
of the mill, and the millstones taken to his farm in Croton, Iowa. A barn was construct-
ed from these materials (the stones were placed in the foundaticn). In the late 1920's
this barn was struck by lightning and burned to the ground.
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the windows have plain trim. Many of the windows have been changed from 6/6 to 1/1. The
house is covered with asphalt shingles which hide any possible traces of other architectural
features. Thehouse rests on a heavy sill. It was covered originally by clapboard.
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42. Furiher Description ol Important Features The house has been much altered during it's history. The '
. ; = p C
front facade of the structure has four bays 3 windows and a single leaf door. The sides of =
the house have two windows in each gable end, and two windows in the rear shed roof additiort. ¢
The addition runs the full length of the house. The exterior of the house is simply detaildd, &
a
s

43 History and Sigmhicance ppe £5rgr house on the site was a log structure that stood at the west

corner of the Widow Gray house. The Widow Gray structure, a single story frame house, was
constructed in 1852 or 1853. Jane Gray was the widow of Ike Gray, one of Isaac Gray's
children. The log structure may have been occupied by Isaac Gray or perhaps Jane Gray's
husband before their marriage. When Jane Gray's husband died has not been determined (cont

east. To the west is the Isaac Gray house site. Also to the west are two new outbuildings

45 Sources ol.Inlormation 46. Preparud by Roger Boyd
Personal interviews; Lonnie Gray, Bertha Parke, Archie Buck, & John Thomas

Earl Wright 47. Organization
Kahoka Gazette-Herald, October 10, 1930, October 17, 1930 NEMO RPC
Anders 1975: 25 48. Dale |49. Rewvision Dale(s)
1/86

44 Descnpnion of Environment and Outbuildings The house faces the Des Moines River which is to the northl
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but by the 1861 Battle she is referred to as Widow Gray. Personal interviews
also confirm that the house is the one that was occupied by Widow Gray. Widow
Jane Gray lived in the house until the day of her death in 1921.

The Harold Cecil's lived in the house in the 1930's. An old man lived in the
house for a while. The west room was used as a store for a period of time. In
the 1940's Kenneth Doud moved into the house which he owned until his death several
years ago. Kenneth Doud was a brotherof Bertha Parke. The house and property is owned
by Cloyce Reighard, a relative of Bertha Parke. It is used as a part-time weekend &
summer residence.
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1
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| Vacant 35. Plan Shape 7, &
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10 Site b Structure 1 |
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11.On Nahunal  Yes 1) 12.1s 11 _ Yes® ¥ NEMO Regional Planning Comm.
Rugister? No X Engible?  No UL B57 " Other Surveys in Which Included Neglect
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42. Furiher Description ol Important Fealures The Smith hotel is a substantial 2 story frame structure iy
. L~ . . O
built in the 1840's. It has a five ranked frontal facade which faces the southeast and &
what was Virginia Street. The northeast and the southwest facades are gable ends each 2
having 2 bays on each story. The structure is accented with a simple frieze which forms g
returns on the gable ends. The rear elevation has two doors on the lower story, and 3 s

windows on the upper one. The rear of the house is dominated by a one and one half story
service ell. This ell has one window and a door on its southwestern side, a window on the

northwestern side and three windows, a porch, and a-door on it's northeastern elevation. (cort)

43 Hisiory and Sigmficance  mhe gmith Hotel was likely constructed by Alex Smith. It may have first
served as a private residence for the Smith family and shortly thereafter became "the

Smith Hotel". Alex Smith also served as a Justice of the Peace in early Athens. Col. David
Moore used the hotel as his headquarters during his occupation of Athens (ca. July 22, 1861
to October 29, 1861). It is not recorded if Smith's Hotel was commandeered by Moore, (cont)

44 Descuption of Environment and Outbuildings  Thore was once a orchard between the house and the barn
te the northwest and a single privy was located between the orchard area & the house.

45 Sources ol. Inlonmation 46. Prepared by Roger Boyd !

Interview with Bertha Parke, 10/85 & 11/85 & John Thomas
47. Organization

NEMO RPC
48. Date 49. Rewvision Date(s)

1/86
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All of the windows in the structure that remain are 6/6 with walnut sills. The hotel
rests on a foundation of fieldstone and is on hand hewn sills. The roof on both
sections is a simple low gable of wooden shakes covered with corrugated tin. The
exterior of the structure is covered with clapboard and appears to have been painted

a reddish brown at one time.

The main entrance to the hotel is on the Virginia Street facade. The entry door
(like all others remaining in the building) is single leaf, and probably had a Rocking-
ham type knob (one knob survives on an interior door). The main section of the hotel

consists of two rooms on each story with a stalr and entryway between them. To the left
of the stair is the room which has two doors opening out into the rear yard. The chamber
to the right of the stairs has a rear door which opens into the service ell. The ell
consists of two rooms on the lower floor and a large loft. The loft is gained by a boxed
stair in the north corner of the rear room. This room also has a large cistern under its
floor. Both rooms in the ell have a wainscoat of horizontal boards which extend to a
height of 34" above the flcor. The Smith Hotel was heated by wood stoves. All of its
windows and doors are trimmed with simple flat millwork. All the flooring has been
removed to facilitate the bracing and shoring up of it's super structure.

which would indicate the Smith's were southern sympathizers whose property suffered the
same fate as that of George Gray, Widow Jane Gray, W.H. Spurgeon and William Baker or if
Smith voluntarily allowed Moore to use the structure.

In 1863 John A.W. Smith, son of Alex Smith, married Isabelle P. Shackleford. John
& I;abelle Smith lived in the hotel. Isabelle died in 1903. In 1906 John Smith married
;oulsa M. Bryant. The John Smith's were still living in the structure in 1910, although
}t was no longer operated as a hotel. It is proposed that it ceased operation as a hotel
in the late 1880's when Athens began a rapid decline with many of the residents moving to
Rgvere with the coming of the railroad to that town. John Smith died in 1916, & is buried
with his first wife, Isabelle, at the Athens Cemetery.

Robert L. Smith (Son of John A.W. Smith) and his family are thought to have lived in
the structure for a few years. Robert Smith & his wife, both died in 1929 and are buried
at Revere. In the 1930's the property was owned by Andrew Gallord. The last residen; of
the former hotel was a woman from Fort Madison, Iowa.
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r
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Athars Crnnt i Vernacular 31. Wall Conslruclion F
8 Sile Plan with North Agrow 19 Archilect or Enginear Frame ;
/ i 32. Rool Type & Muterial L
‘ 20. Gontractor or Builder Gable, Asphalt Shingle|
1 33. No. ol Bays A
/ i 121. Onginal Use, il apparont i Front sl o
/ > |,'J Church : §34. wall Treatment oo
\ i 22 Present Use § Masonite siding g 2
Church 35. Plan Shape rectangularf 2
23 Ownership Public | ! 36. Changes Addition 1 1 | (30
Privala £ (Explain Altered X1 {{ &
/ 24, Qwner's Name & Address, i #42) Ml vl
1l known 37. Conditicn
Interior
ales [VRRY
9 (L:::)Hllndll.b s i good a
Lony . 25. Opento Yes Ki 38. Preservation Yes i §
? | 2 {
o ST Stociore L Pubhic? No | Underway? No ix
Burlding X Object |1 HH56 [gcal Conlact Person or Organization 39. Endangered? Yes ||
— R . d By What? No X
1. On Nahiunal — Yes |1 12 1s 1t ' Yes ® H NEMO Regional Planning Comm, ¥ : |
Rugsster? No ¥ Engible?  No 1 B577Oihgr Surveys in Which included 1
13 Pait of Estab. Yes || 14. Drstrict Yes |t 40. Visible lrom Yes '®
Mist. Dist.? No Potent't? No _ Pubtic Road? No 1
15 Name ol Estabhished Distnc! 41. Distance lrom and
Frontage on Road
w
42. Further Description ol limportant Features p gsquare bell tower, which has been slightly altered, is
located centrally on the front (NW) facade. A single leaf entrance & a pointed arched %
window are on the lst story level of the tower. Windows are rectanqular & 9/9. The cur- 2
rent wide siding obscures all other detailing. Double leaf doors give access into the £
interior where a central aisle leads to a platform in the SE end. The gambrel ceiling g
has been lowered. There is a chair rail with beaded siding below & new paneling above. <
43 History and Swynihcance o ganized in 1867, the congregation of the Athens Methodist Episcopal
Church was lst served by Rev. W.J. Stubbles, who also served in Alexandria. Neither
location had buildings that year but both had Sunday Schools, with the 1lst recorded enroll-
ment of 150 from both communities. The AThens Suday School continued until 1956. This
building was constructed in 1868 under the auspices of the charter members including (cont)
44 Descuption ot Enviionment and Outbuildings The church sits in what was once the central part of
Athens & faces NW onto County Road CC.

45 Sources of,lnlonmation 46. Prepared by Linda Harperi
1878, 1896, 1911 Atlas Margaret Keller, John
History of Clark County Churches . Cigaization Thomas I
1887 History NEND WP

48. Date |49 Revision Dale(s)
11/82 I

i , 7/84 6/86



43.

Albert M. Doud, George Wilson & family, & Wm. French, & Rev. Robert H. Collins.
Timber was cut by Hamilton Hanson & Albert Doud. Chambersburg, Athens, & other
northern points belonged to the Athens circuit in 1887.

In 1901 the building was painted & the interor redecorated. It was again
painted in the late 1940's and new carpeting was added. In 1952, the oil lamps
were replaced by electricity, and in 1961 the coal & wood stoves were changed to
an olil furnace. The inside had been reworked in 1953, but new floors were laid in
1961. In 1966 an extensive amount of work was done to the church: interior was
completely remodeled by lowering the ceilings & paneling the walls, & a new gas
furnace was installed. M.E. Westerbeck was the carpenter & in addition to the
donated labor & materials, the renovations cost $1,200. Rededication services were
held on New Year's Day 1967. 1In recent years the United Methodist Church has been

covered with a new exterior sheathing. The belfry was lowered slightly at some
point.
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17 Dale(s) or Poriod ot.f 3
T 66 N, R 7 W . 2
c. 1850's 30. Foundahiun Material i
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¥ Site Plan with Nurth Arfow 19 Architect or Enginenr brick i
32. Rool Type & Malenal ;
20. Contraclor or Builder gable, asphalt shinglel|
hJ___L' 33. No. ol Bays ! o
i H 21 Onginal Use, it apparent i Front 5 Side 3 -
Residence ff34. wall Treaiment g
i 22 Present Use Common bond 2
il drbandoned 35. Plan Shape T, z
—— i o
['—,: L 23 Ownership Public 1! 36. Changes Addilion K b
Private KI {Explain Aitered -
v e &
24, Owneor's Name & Address, in #42) A ] i
it known Charles Bailey 37, Condilion
Rt. 2 interior deterilorated
3 UTM
Y Ezrdmdwb Kahoka, MO Extertor deteriorated
Lony 25. Opento Yes )| 38. Preservalion Yesid f
- ic? 4 ) ay? b
10 Site | Structure |t Public No I Underway No X
Building Object L1 § o5 | pcal Conlact Person or Organization 39. Endangered? Yes 14
— . a By What? No I
1. On Nanhonal  Yes H 12 Ish . Yes & MO Regional Planning Comm,
Regester? No 1M Ehgwla? - No tE 857 Giher Surveys In Which Included Abandoned
13 Part ol Estab. Yes || 14. Distnct Yes |1 40. Visible from Yes 'X
CHist Dis1.? No Potent1?  No g Public Road? No I
15 Namnu ol Estabhshed Disirict 41. Distance lrom and
Frontage on Road
42, Further Descripliun ol Imporlant Fealures The house has a 5-rank front facade, consisting of a central, H
single leaf door and two windows on either side of it. The 3 central bays are shaded by a 2
Queen Anne era porch. The porch has fishscale shingles, and turned posts, frieze and ®
brackets. The gable ends of the structure were originally devoid of openings since they =
were occupied by large chimneys. The east gable retains it's original appearance, but the @ E
o

1890 rectangular bay window. The rear of the house is
The rear portion of this wing is frame and was probably

west 1s partially covered by a c.
dominated by a single story wing.

added ¢. 189Q. The remainder is brick and is original to the house. _The east side of (caont)
43 Hislory and Syniicance gamuel Bedell married Margaret Gray in March of 1847 in Clark County.

Both were from early pioneer families: D.S. Bedell had arrived from Bath County, Kentucky
in 1830 & Isaac Gray -arrived c. 1825 in Missouri followed closely by his brother George Gray
also from Kentucky. Isaac Gray owned two slaves in 1850. The Grays came to the Athens area
c. 1837. In the 1850 census the young Bedell family is listed as: Samuel, age 29, (cont)

44 Descuption of Enviconment and Outbuildings The house faces north onto county road CC. It is situated
atop a slight embankment, about 1/4 mile from Athens, and 1/2 mile west of the Des Moines
River. Directly behind it is a small board and batten smokehouse. To the east are various
small sheds and barns.

45 Sources ol.inlormation
Margaret Keller, John

Thomas

47. Orgamization
NEMO RPC
48. Date
11/82
7/84

49 Revision Date(s)

6/86

46. Prepared by Linda hacye:i
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this wing has a small partially enclosed porch, which appears to be an historic
addition. The gable ends of the house have small wooden cornices under the eaves.
The front facade of the house has a corbeled cornice similiar to those found on
structures of German origin (i.e. in and around Bethel, !MO). The doors and windows
all have heavy wood lintels and sills. Most of the windows have been changed from
6/6 to 1/1. The interior of the house has been considerably modernized.

farmer; Margaret, age 23; & a 8 month old daughter, Sarah J. By 1860 the family
had grown to include 2 more children, Marshall O. & John B.

It is suspected that Samuel built this house c. 1850's to accomodate his grow-
ing family.

A son, John B., had developed mining interests in California and made several
trips there. Due to poor heath Samuel moved to California, but died shorthly there-
after, c. 1880. Margaret returned to Athens and 1s listed as the owner of the property
in 1896. John (b. 1857) had married Flora (Florerce) Daubenbiss (b. 18464) in 1883, &
they made this their home. Their children were Georgia D. (1884-1892), John H., Doris,
& Sterling. In 1930 John B. Bedell owned 80 acres of land. John B. died in 1944,
followed the next year by his wife.

The house then stood vacant 5-6 years. Their daucghter Doris married Carroll
Wilson. After the death of John & Florence others lived in the house, possibly the
Wilsons, Fred & Fannie Bishop, thie Smiths, & Joe and Coreen Land. It has been
vacant 10 to 15 years & currently belongs to Charles Bailey. The house is significant
for its early date of construction, the unusual brick corbelling & its association
with the Bedell family.
. 1 AVRUEY ; et
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4. Present Name(s)

1 NoO

Cannon Ball House
2 Counly

Clark 5 Other Name(s)

I Negalives . . ’
3 tocanon of Neg Benning Residence; Thome House

NEMO Regional Plannipg F(m e —
6 Specihic Localion EW&. Themalic Category 28. No. ol Stories | :
; : sement? Yes Ki ’
NWs of NWks of Section 29 : §20. Basemen iy o
17 Dale(s) or Period B ol. ©
T 67 N, R 7 W : ; b
1845 H 30. Foundation Malerial
y S e
1 Cily ur Town It Rural, Township & Vicily {18 Style or Design ! Ston .
Athens Grant Greek ReVlval 3‘ Wall Conslruction
B Sile Plan with Norih Arrow- 19 Architect or Enginaar : Frame
H 32. Roal Typs & Matenal
 Riufe rm.Cmnmcmro:Bummr § Gable-Wooden Shakes i
TRy 433. No. ol Bays o
" fl21. Onginal Use, il apparent -' Fronl 6 Side 0 1:_
Residence 34. Wall Trealmenl | v
122 Piesent Uso Clapboard P 2
i Vacant 35. Plan Shape Rectangularﬂ Z
23 Ownership Public K 36. Changes Addition | ¢ _ii a
J Private | | {Explain Allered 14 'ﬂ £
Moved 1§ ¢ i
.J{ 24, Owner's Name & Address, in #42) R 2 :;
t it known  grate of Missouri 37. Condition ‘
Interior i i
9 Coordinates UTM Department of Natural Rosources Rulnous '
¢ 1 {4
Lat P.O. Box 176, Jefferson City, Extenor _Ruinous :
Lony ' 25. Opento Yes L} 38. Preservation Yes of
Public? No Ki Underway? No i
10 Site 11 Structure i - i
Building iX Object L1 {ag | gcal Contact Person or Organizalion 39. Endangered? Yes ¥
B .
— i . By What? No | i
11, On National  Yes || 12.0s 1t . Yes® H§ NEMO Regional Planning Comm, !
Register? No ¥ Engible?  No 11 #1577 Other Surveys in Which Included n Neglect i
13 Parn ol Estab. Yes 1l 14. District Yes |1 40. Visible lrom Yes '
.:M Disl 2 No ™ Polent1? No Missouril Historic Sites Catalog Public Road? No %
- ; . Distance from and
Name ned District
15 Name of Eslabhishe F(Oﬂldge acr Fiad s
1 .S 0 3 f o
42. Furiher Description ol Important Fealures The Cannon Ball house is a modest Greek Revival dwellingwithj
fine but severe detail. The structure has 2 main facades, the NE overlooking the river, and =
SW facing the town site of Athens. The latter facade has 7 bays, from the west end; 2 win- <
g 4
dows. The main door, 2 more windows, the kitchen door and another window next to the kit- g
. . . g =
chen door is a hole, the result of a cannonball fired by the confederates during the Battle i o

of Athens. The northeast facade, from the west, has 2 windows flanking a main door, and a

recessed porch with champhered posts. The northwest elevation of the house has openings
only in the gable end which is 1it by 2 small 4/4 windows. These windows flank an _ (cant)

43 History and Signthcance aythur Thome, his wife Eliza, & their children came from Augusta,
Kentucky to Clark County in 1843 and settled in the Athens community. It is believed that
he built this house (1843-45) as an exact duplicate of his Kentucky residerce, but on a
smaller scale. Eliza, b. 1803, died 1857. Arthur, who had established a la 1irge 3 storymill

beneath the bluff, between the house & the river, & a dam on the Des Moines River, was (contl

44 Description ol Enviconment and Outbuildings The Cannon Ball House overlooks the Des Moines River, it,
like the town is aligned  to the rivers course rather than the more conventional cardinal
points. The house sits on a high bluff at the base of which is Water Street and the ruins
of the Thome Mill. The slopes of the bluff are littered with various historical debris (cont

45 Sources ol informalion 46. Prepared by Roger Boyd
1878, 1897, 1915 Atlas & John Thomas

State Signs 47. Organization

Interview with B. Parkes NEMO RPC

Cemeter, Census Records 48. Date 49. Revision Dale(s) I
1887 History Doud History 11/82

7/84 1/8aA



enclosed chimney which rose through the roof ridge. The SE side of the house is
similar to the NW, having no bays except those opening from the attic. This facade
however, is divided in half by the porch. The house is covered by a simple medium
pitched gable of shingles. It has a simple cornice which forms returns on the

gable ends. The corners of the house are fitted with champhered boards extending
from the cornice to the foundation. All of the windows appear to have been 6/6 with
walnut sills. The two main entrances have two leaves each. These entrances also
had what were probably multipane sidelights and transoms. The two other exterior
doors, {(one opening onto the porch and that of the kitchen), are both single leaf.
The house rests on a foundation of rough stone with it's upper course being dressed.
It has a small cellar under the northeast section of the house. Entry to this
cellar is gained by a flight of dressed limestone steps opening onto the porch.

This entryway is covered by double plank doors.

The interior of the Cannonball House consists of five rooms. Four of these
rooms are situated on either side of a hall (entered by the main entrances), the
other room, being the kitchen, adjoins the southern most room. Beneath the northeast
room, and of corresponding demensions, 1s the cellar. All the interior windows and
doors have (or had) finely fitted ogee moulding. None of the rooms have either corn-
ices or baseboards. The house was originally heated by wood stoves.

Currently, the house is protected by a pole barn roof and partial walls, which
has slowed the decay of the structure somewhat. It is also protected by a chain
link fence.

a successful business man. He died in 1855 at age 80. After the Thomes the house came
under the ownership of Joseph Benning. "Uncle Joe" (1808-1893) & his wife, Susan
(1807-1887), were both from Kentucky; their 5 children were borxn in Missouri, beginning
as early as 1834. "Uncle Joe" Benning was among the earliest settlers of this area,

in 1834 he settled two miles south of Athens. He was such a talented hunter that his
wife used to scold him for bringing home so many turkeys. It is unclear who lived in
the house following their deaths, possibly M. Sadonia (1853-1921) but the house &
property remained in the family until 1970 when Lucy Sardonic Bruner, a descendant,
gave it to the Athens Park Development Associlation. It was later incorporated into

the Battle of Athens State Park.

The house is significant for its early classical design and for the role it play-
ed in the Battle of Athens. Colonel David Moore was a charismatic man who can be
given much of the credit for placing northeast Missourl securely in the hands of the
Union. He began by railsing a squad of ten men & through the use of handbills eventually
encouraged a large group of men to join. By June 1861, Col. David Moore's Union
"First Northeast Missouri Regiment" had about one thousand men although half were
usually gone at any ont time to tend to crops & family. Moore decided to establish
camp at Athens so as to have supplies readily available through river transport & to
give reinforcements from Keokuk & Burlington ready access. When Col. David Moore
established his Union troops along the river at Athens in the summer of 1861, a group
of the citizens of the town (Andrew Maxwell, Chas. Sanford, Capt. Baker & others) form-
ed a delegation, assembled at his home on July 25th, & invited Col. Moore to lay down
his arms, to prevent bloodshed & to establish a "peace". Supposedly Colonel Martin E.
Green had a rebel force of 1,000 men with 500 on call and two cannons. The Union



#43. (Con't)

commander was prepared for battle, dismissed the delegation, & met Col. Martin Green's
Confederate forces on August 5th, 1861. The insueing battle was the only battle fought
in Clark County & was the Northern-most battle fought west of the Mississippi River

of the Civil War. It was the rebel artillery, under the command of Capt. J.W. Kneisley,
that gave this house its nickname. The cannons fired down the main street of town, 300
vards away toward the enemy troops, but shooting was erratic. One cannon ball went
through the Benning residence (see photo) & many landed across the river, several as
far away as 1/2 mile into Iowa. Despite Col. Green's larger force & 2 pieces of
artillery he was defeated & NE Missouri remained under Uiilon control for the remaindsr
of the war.

#44. (Con't)

The house is surrounded by woods. No remains of any dependencies remain
3 L4
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HISTORIC INVENTORY (KASOO 2. 00%

4. Presenl Name(s)

1 No .
z
Parke Residence °©
2 Counly
Clark 5 QOther Mamels)
1 Locahon ol Negatives L . . .
NEMO Regional Plannipg [00)111 1 Neff Residence. Smith Residence
6 Specilic Location . _Hlb, Thumalic Category 268. No ol Stornes 1% o
L X . 20. Basemenl? Yes Ix q 9,
SE% of NE% of Section 30 17 Datu(s) or Period i No 1. § <
T 66 N, R 7 W 1850-€" s 30. Foundanion Material l =
. s o |
7 Cuy ur Town Il Rural, Township & Vicimty 116 Style or Design fj stone ;
Athans Crant Greek _levival 3i. Wall Consltruclion L
B Sue Plan win Norh Arrow 19 Archiltect or Enginesr fl Frame !
32. Rool Type & Muterial K
20. Contraclor or Bulder Gable, Asphalt Shinalel
33. No. ol Bays | IS
(21 Orniginal Use, il apparont Frant e WO, b T
Residential 34. Wall Trealment i @
/ 22 Present Use § Composition sidina E =
H Residential 35. Plan Shape yoctancular | =
23 Ownershup Public 1 ¢ 36. Changes Addition K* | =
Private & (Explain Altered x1 | G
b J z
21, Owner's Name & Address, L B S E ?
it known Bertha Parke HJ?.CanMOn |
f Rt. 1 Interior good I
'S UTM = \ 2
Y %‘_’:’““”““‘“’ Revere, MO Exterior good a
u
Luny 25. Gpen lo Yes || 38. Preservation Yes i f {
Public? No Kl idarway? No &
10 Sie 1t Structure | utilic Undarway o k
Building i Object I'h {26 | ocal Contact Person or Organization 39. Endangered? Yes J
- 5 Y S . . By What? No
1. On National  Yes 1 12 sl es M f NEMO Regional Planning Comm,
Register? No X Ehigibte?  No 1T #5957 0ther Surveys in Which Includod !
i3 Part of Estab. Yes |l 14. District  Yes 11 40. Visible lrom Yes X
Mist. ist.? No 4 Potenl't?  No &y { Public Road? No | !
15 Name ol Estabhshed Distict 41. Distance from and 4
Frontage on Rcad H
) !
b, ,
42 Further Description of Imporlant Fealures The main facade of the house is dominated by a one story iq w
. : 3 P @)
pent porch. This porch 1s supported by seven champhered posts. Set behind these on the b =
elevation are 4 wincdows and 2 doors. This facade fronts the original section of the house i 2
which was constructed in the 1850's. The gable ends of the house have been much altered, 3 5
now having 1/1 oversized windows rather than the 6/6 found on the front. The rear of the b s
house shows a 1% story wing. On either side of this are two small pent additions. Both <
this wing and the additions were added much later than the 1850's. ' :
The house originally had 2 rooms. These two rooms were joined together after the (cont)
43 History and Sigmticance  The frontal portion of this house was reportedly standing during the
Civil War years, & later lived in by a "Dr. Neff". It is believed that this was George Neff)
born in 1815 in Virginia. Moving with his parents to Chio in 1817 they settled in Palistine
in 1834, where he married Elizabeth Ann Green (b. 1812, Virginia). Here he was in the hotel

& mercantile business for twenty-one years. About 1858-60 they came to Missouri and lived
along the Fox River & at Farmington. Elizabeth died in 1870. Geordge moved to Athens  (cont)

44 Descrption of Environment and Outbuildings pacing SE, the house sits in what was once the central part|
of Athens. It has a number of outbuildings around it. The residence is located 1/4 mile
SW of the Des Moines River.

45 Sources of.Inlonmation 46. Prepared by Linda Harpe

1878 Atlas Margaret Keller, John 1

Interview with Bertha Parke 47. Organization Thomas

1887 History NEMO RPC I

Census, Cemetery, & Marriage Records 48. Date [49. Revision Date(s) I
11/82

7/84"_ 6/86



42.

43.

QA0 -00%

wing and additions were completed. The home was heated by stoves. No original treat-
ments seem to remain on the structure's interior.

and he married Lucy J. Perkins in 1873. There were 6 children born to the lst
marriage: Lucinda, Elizabeth M., Mary J., Malinda, George R., & Caroline. George
dicd in 1889 & Lucy in 1890.

The Minaphe Smith family were prcbably the next occupants & following them the
house saw several owners & renters including the Hodge & Bob Wolf families. In 1913
Elijah A. Parke acquired the house & property. His wife, Lucinda J., had died in
1891 at age 42. About 1955-60 Edgar & Bertha Doud Parke became the owners. Edgar.
(b. 1903) died in 1965. A son, Richard, remodeled the house & Bertha continues to
make this here residence. The house is significant as an early extant example of
architecture in the Antebellum town of Athens.
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HISTORIC INVENTORY T —

4 Presenl Mame(s)

1 No
> Coonty Wilson Residence
Clérk 5 Other MNamels)

. I Negalives .
3 Location of Ney Bishop House

NFEMO Regional Plannipg Comm, e —— - : e
6 Specilic Location * 16. Themalic Category 28. No. ol Slories . H

agt
: ﬂZO. Basement? Yes X 4 O
SW 2, S E, Sectio . .
:, Nwé7NE’ RW,7 iE, NE, Section 77 Daicts) o Period H Nol.i{ g
30, T N - % =
J ! 11350's qjo. Foundation Malerial | -
1 Cily or Town Il Rural, Township & Viciiy [{18 Style or Design concrete/stone H
Athens ut'j_"eek Revival 1 31. wall Construclion i
1en _ i ¢
4 Sie Plan with North Arrow 19 Architect or Enginear brick f
4 32. Rool Type & Malerial 1
/ 20. Contractor or Builaer qable, asphalt ghi:_:qﬂ_ﬁl!
i ?33. No. o! Bays 4 IS
y {21, onginal Use. il apparent i Fronl ¢ vide: 4 X
\ mesidence 134, wall Treatment ” B
/ 1 il @
/\ 22 Present Use Common Bond i 2
, i Residence 35. Plan Shape T, ¢ CZ_"
23 Ownership Public I} {"36. Changes Addition & |
Privatg ba | (Explain Altered g | v
il ; in 44 Moved .
i\ﬂ 24. Owner's Name & Address, 43 oNediL] i
W known [ayid and Betty Wilson [137. Condition i
9 Coordinales UTH Athens, MO Interiar_ . Good "
Y L():m 1 Externor Gocd }
d i1
’ i o
Luny 25 Opento Yes |} 38. Preservalion Yes
: lic? No K srway? Xi
1Q Site 1) Struclure | 4_ Puitia ° 3 i il ﬂ
Buntding Xi Object 1V W o6 | gcal Contact Person or Organlization |39. Endangered? Yes X! !
[ = P . . By What? No ti o
1YV, On Nastional  Yes 11 12 Is 1 _ Yes M || NEMO Regional Planning Comm. ) ;
Rugister? No 13 Eugnola?  No T /5, Oimyr Surveys in Whieh Includod Neglect/alterations a
13 Parnl of Estab Yes 1l 14. Distnict Yes t1 40. Visible trom Yes X' |
Hist Dist.? No B4 Potent’1?  No Public Road? No i
u
- 41. Distance from and i
5 ; bhished District e
15 MName ol Estabh Fronlage on Road
|
: ak 1.5, . [ v
42. Fuaher Descriptiun of Importanl Features The front of the house was originally five-ranked; a central)
. . g . . . { 35
door and pairs of flanking windows. Due to deterioration of the brick, the wall has been =
replaced with a frame structure and modern windows. The location of the original door is E
now occupied by a small frame entry-way, which protrudes from the main facade. The gable &
ends of the house are of brick, some of which has been replaced. The west gable end now has| E
9

two windows. The rear of the house 1s dominated by a single story service wing. This wing
retains it's original fixtures and integrity. Having 6/6 windows, 4 panel doors and louver-
ed shutters The vemainder of the house has been considerably altered It has new (cant)

a3 History and Siqnilicance mpe house was probably constructed in the 1850's. The property abstract
in the posession of David & Betty Wilson reveals that the first entry was United States to
Isaac Gray in 1839. The second page has an earlier date revealing that Isaac Gray & wife,
Sally, had sold the property previously (March 6, 1837) to George Gray. The transaction was
recorded on July 13, 1837. The price is listed as $20.00. This likely indicates only (cont)

a4 Descrption of Environment and Outbuildings . The house faces northeast, resting on a slight embankment
No outbuildings from the historic period remain.

45 Sources ol.Information 46. Prepared by Roger Boyd
& John Thomas
Betty Wilson interview 47. Organization
Property Abstract NEMO RPC
48. Date 49. Revision Dale(s)
6/86




43.

windows, doors, and intericr walls, as well as a kitchen addition. The house rests on
a concrete basement, poured within the historic one.

the property changed hands & that a dwelling was not likely present at that time. Page

3 of the abstract is listed as an original entry: U.S. to George Gray in 1841. The
property was sold to Isaac P. Gray (son of George Gray) & Samuel Bedell (son-in-law of
George Gray), in behalf of Lucas Thempson & Co. The abstract lists the property as

"sold for debts" Lucas Thompson & Co. vs. George Gray: $1,458.40 owed - paid $1,376.65".
The purchase price indicates a house of substantial worth for the Athens area was involv-
ed. The page is dated September 25, 1863. George Gray & his wife left Athens the follow-
ing month for Bloomington, Illinois. They stayed until the fall of 1865 when they return-
ed to Athens. It is proposaed that George Gray had the house constructed of bricks from
his pre-Civil War brickyard. It could not be determined if George Gray actually lived

in the house. It may have only been owned by him & lived in by one of his married child-
ren, perhaps Isaac P. Gray, who with Samuel Bedell had purchased the house at the 1863
Sheriff's sale. A historic photograph of the house (1963) in a scrapbook of Bertha
Parke's has the notation that i1t was the former home of Reece Harlan, & later Mr. & Mrs.
Edward Bishop. The house was owned in 1963 by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Land. During the Battle
of Athens, the Confederate cannons were placed and fired from in front of this house.



:
:
3

-

; Pl {/»3'

-
°
J

TEAve
ef

Y

g1

{
Harkan
2

120

eecs
7Tl “'/ P

&4

B T P
b -

i

-




Office of Historic Preservation, P.0. Box 176, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
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4. Presenl Mame(s) pF
)
z
o]
T Count Stafford House
K, ounty )
Clark 5 Other Name(s)
1 (ocalion ol Negahives . .
NEMO Regional Planning Comm, Smith House ; - R PR I e =
6 Specilic Localion . 16. Themalic Calegory {1 28. No. ol Stories I: i o
20. Basement? Yes I¥ 2
HI7 Date(s) or Period No | : <
1850's HSO.Foundunon Malterial =
. o P s, y : F
! City or Town It Rural, Township & Vicinity {118 Styie or Design Rough limestone %
— - : A 51 5 !
Athens H Greslt Revival : 31, Wwali Conslruclicn
B Sile Plan wuh North Arrow 19. Architect or Enginear 4 hrick f
32. Rool Type & Matenai H
| 20. Contractor or Builder i gable/as : j
o m 33. Mo. of Bays !i IS
(o . Sl i
[ . 21. Onginal Use, il apparont Front 2 e 15 j =
‘ H \ Residence . 34, Wall Trealment i 1;
i 5 H22 Piesenl Use Common bond | E
bl { i
R | Abandoned 35. Plan Shape [, § =
| o
L 23 Ownership Public 4 36. Changes Addition X' ll .
Private ! | (Explain Altered xI o
) Moved 1] ¢ -
4 24. Owner's Name & Address, 0 K42) AT oS i
: il known Department of Natural 37. Condition E
™ Resources, State of Misscuri interior Rulnous [
9 Coorndinales u ~ o :
l;( i P.O. Box , Jefferscon City, MO Exterror Rulnous E
Lony :_25A0penlo Yes [ 36. Preservation Yesif |
5 Public? Mo Tderway? No &4
10 Site 1t Struclure | i u bl Underway o f
Building ™ Object 11 B o5 | geal Contact Person or Organization 39. Endangered? Yes B4 .']
C > : . By What? No i i
11.0n Nahonal - Yes | 12 Isit  Yes ¥ § NEMO Recional Planning Comm, e :
Ruegisier? No 13 Enigiote?  No Il Bo7 “Oner Surveys in Which Included Neglect !
13 Pan of Estab Yes 1) 14. District Yes | 40. Visible lrom Yes ' ' |
bust. ist.? No & Potent1?  No g Pubiic Road? No 8¢
15 Name ol Estabhished District 41. Distance lroimn and
Frontage on Read
l“, . e = SR . B . . i rr' U
42. Furiher Description ol Importanl Fealures pigroric photographs of the structure (c. 1920's) show it's j C
front facade to have been four ranked. The main entrance was it's right central bay. This | =
entrance was a single leaf door with sidelights and a transom. The windows in this facade | °
were 6/6 double hung with louvered shutters. The gable ends of the house each had two win- | B
J H 3
dows flanking large fireplace chimney's. The furviving portion of the house is of two rooms§ =
w

located in a rear wing. This wing has two bays on each side, and a window in it's ga

ble end.
has been partially enclosed.

The eastern side of the wing is shaded by a ruinous porch which
d interior woodwork: (cont)

The room closest to the main structure's location has finelv

43 History and Sigmihcance The builder of the structure is unknown. Although it was standing prior
to the war as Major McKee resided there with his family during the occupation of Athens. The

1870 atlas shows a plat of Athens with the land upon which stands being owned by James i
Stafford. This is the earliest name which can be directly related to the structure. Mr. p
Stafford (b. , d. ) and his family are buried in the Athens cemetery. The next

. {(cont)

44 Descnption ot Enviconment and Outbuildings oo hoyse faces south. Various outbuildings; a smokehouse

privy, henhouse, and two small barns are scattered to the northeast. Near the enclosed
porch 1s a large brick well.

45 Sources ol.Inlormation 46. Prepared by Roger Boyd
& John Thomas
Interview/Bertha Parke, 4/86 47. Organization
NEMO RPC

48. Dale |49. Revision Dale(s)

6/86




42.

43.

CRASCOZ-0OIC

it's door and window openings are ornamented with low pediments. A stair in the remain-
ing room leads to a small cellar.

owners of the house were Edwin and Emma Smith. An historic photograph shows *them on
their front porch, c. 1910. The house has been unoccupied since the 1930's and the
frontal section collasped in c. 1950.



it

B




Office of Historic Preservation, P.0. Box 176, Jefferson City, Missouri 6510]

ORI;LNVENTOB,,YE“" CRASODZ-O))

s ATy e b S

" 4. Presunl Name(s)
G-3 ~
2 Counly Gray Residence
1
Clark 5 Olher Name(s)
3 tocation ol Negatives S e
NEMO Reqgional Plannipg comm., L0V esidence

3 TR T TEE T
6 Specilic Locahion . 16 Themnalic Category HZB EBNO: I(JlmSlOHe:j 5

ON L 0

7/84 1/86

|

Blk 17, Gray's 2nd Addition . ff 20. Basement? Yes & g o
NW 1/4 of NW 1/4 of Section 29 17 Daiufs) ot Period it 5
T 67 N, R7 W c. 1850-65 30. Foundalion Material =
7 Cily ur Town Il Rural. Township & Vicity [|18 Siyle or Design Stone i

I ATHELS  Grant | Greek Revival ﬂm. Walt Construction !

B Sie Plan wilh North Arrow 19 Archilect or Enginear H Brick

32. Rool! Type & Matenal
;}’0. Contractor or Builder i Gable, asphalt shinagle
{ i 33. No. ¢l Bays IS
A {21, Onginal Usc, il apparent Feon| 4 See 3 i
//Kf/\\ Residential 34. Wall Treatment E g
" \\ 22 Present Use § common bond | )
\,\ . Residential 35. Plan Shape L E.‘ =
23 Ownership Pgblic 1t 36. Chang.cs Addilion & i :T’
. N Privale Xt i (Explain Altered i : e
N 24, Owner's Name & Address, Wy #E2) G |
N il known  Lonnie Gray {37 Condition i
~ Rt. 1 Interior E
U Coonhinates LT i Revere, MO Extenor  good ;
Luny ' 4 25. Opento Yes | 130, Preservalion Yes « 1 {
% So Shoclore U Public? No ki . Underway? No &d |
Bunlding i+ Ovject 11 B35 (ocal Contact Person or Organization 39. Endangered? Yes || |
I1. On National  Yes 11 12.1s it Yes ® NEMO Regional Planning Comm. By What? No K |
Ruginter? No Engivie?  No 1H %7 Gngr Surveys in Which Included }
3 Part of Estap. Yes 11 14. Distncl  Yes X1 | 40. Visible tcom Yes %'
tist ist.? No @ Potent'l? No't Missouri Historic Sites Catalog Public Road? No i1 |
15 Namu ol Eslablished Distict 41. Distance from and §
Frontage on Road h
] | ' i

2. Further Description ol lmportant Fealures  rmhe house has a four ranked front facade. This facade |
(the southeast) has had it's windows changed from the original 6/6 to 2/2.. Also, the tran- B %
som on the door has been closed over. This section of the house is topped by a low gable E E
roof, 1it's eaves supported by a heavy entablature, which forms returns on the gable ends. | §
These ends are unlighted at attic level. The nortehast gable end has 1 door and one windo:-:ll a
on the first floor, and two windows on the second level. These windows are the originals E 2
and are 6/6. The docr has had it's transom closed over. The southwest gable end has one |
window on each level, the main part cf the wall taken up by a large fireplace and (cont) '

43 Hislory and Symilicance  James W. Townsend, son of Rives H. Townsend (b. 1815, Maryland), who |
came to Clark County in 1£€20 & married Elizabeth E. Bedell (b. 1823, Kentucky ) in 1846, *
was a politician, merchant, & at one time the largest grain dealer in the northern part of
the county. Born in 1847, James purchased a 1/2 interest in 1868 in the stock of goods of
John Stafford, the firm being Stafford & Townsend for 8 years, after which Townsend became
sole proprietor, During fthis time James married Addie Whetstone in 1870, however (cant)

44 Descuption ol Environment and Quibwldings [ cated in the central part of Athens, the large house
faces SE onto County Road CC. It sits on an embankment. It is located outside of the
park area.

45 Sgurces ol.Inlormation 46. Prepared by Linda Harpe

Margaret Keller, & Johp]
1878 Atlas 47. Organization Thomas
Interviews with Mrs. Gray NEMO RPC

Cemetery & Marriage Records 48. Date |49. Rewision Dale(s)

1887 History 1900 Census 11/82



chimney. The rear of the house is dominated by a one story wing. This wing has some
original doors and windows. The southeast side of this wing has a porch with champhered
posts. This porch has been glassed in. The interior of the house has 6 main rooms

all of which have been considerably altered.

she died the following year at age 22. In 1873, Hattie Curtis, daughter of J.C. Curtis
of BAthens, became Mrs. Townsend and bore 6 children. This was the Townsend residence.

About 1876, T.M. Gare became a business partner. James was elected to a 4 year
term in 1882 as Cirxcuit Court Clerk. During this time his parents ran the mercantile
operations in Athens. Upon his return in 1886 he again became sole proprietor &
increased his business. It 1s unclear what year James & his wife died or moved away
from the area, they later moved to Keokuk, Iowa.

Later James (1843-16) & Emily V. (1846-1929) House made this their home. James
House originally came from Chio, "Emma" was from Iowa. Living in their household in
1900 were Frances L. (18 & of Missouri), Lillie Davidson (30 & their married daughter),
Vern (9), & Cora (11). The later two were the grandchildren. Owen King (27), a

nephew, was also here. They lived here until sometime in the 1920's.
Harry Bedell also lived here a number of years.

The property is currentlvy owned by Lonnie Gray. It is significant as a fin=s
example of an early brick I-house.
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