An Historic Preservatjon Survey

for Carroll County, Missouri i
presented to §

The Department of Natural
Division of Parks and Historic Pre:

Jefferson City, Missouri

by

Marshall, Missouri

January, 1986

Report Volumes: One, Building Set, Culture Set

Two, Space Set, Event Set and
Streetscapes and Selected

Survey Volumes: One IV 1844-65
VIII-IX 1946---
Two V 1866-93
Three VI 1894-1910
Four VII 1911-45
Five VvV 1866-93 non

VII 1911-45 non-do-sglc_r.a'
Six Churches, Schools, and Ces

Surveyors: Kalen and Morrow
Columbia, Missouri



Carrollton, Missouri. Minutes of the Mayor and Board of Councilmen 1860-61.
#1065 Joint Collection, UMC.

May 14, 1861

...Resolved that no slave or person of colour shall bear any concealed weapon.
Neither shall any smith furnish or repair guns and pistols or any other weapons
for slaves or other negro which may be injurious to the peace of the community...
and it shall also be the duty of said Captain and police to arrest any and all
negroes who may be passing to and fro upon the streets either at night or Sunday
without pass from master or mistress or overseer except at church or going to
church or on some errand from master or owner or proprietor....all negroes so
arrested shall be brought before the Captain of police or some subordinate officer
who shall examine them and if without pass said negro or negroes shall have not

less than five nor more than twenty lashes.

The fear of racial insurrection prompted many such ordinances such as this one.



RECOGNITION OF NEGROES

When we look back to the turn of the century,
there are names not found on the pages of this book.
We do not want to close this history until they are
recognized.

The best restaurant that Carrollton had  was
owned and operated by Uncle Charlie and Aunt Ra-
chel Jackson. Tt was on the south side of the square
where an abstract office is now located.

The Hudsons.  Millers,  Parkers,  Mallory,
Smiths, Harvey Parson. McKinseys. Nunleys. An-
dersons. Winfreys. Si Hill. Whites. Turners. and Su-
songs lived in Carroll County. Tom Marshall. Aunt
Spiey - Norval, McClairs,  Claytons.  Alexanders,
Moss. Jacobs, Swan, Wheelers, Oscar Rollin and
Crenshaws also lived here.

Many were farmers. owning and ulling their
land. Among those farmers were Richard Goodson.
Noah Roller and his son Robert. Edmond Squires.
Minor Cleeton, Robert Childs. Bill Byron and sons.
l.uke and Solomon Johnson. Henry Brooks. Robert
Nicholds. Charles Johnson. Noah Pavne and Henry
Anderson.

There were the Charles Marting and Mr.
Fhompson who not only farmed but owned thrashing
machines and  helped  many  neighbors with  their
harvest.

Webster Revnolds and Jack White and others
were master butchers.

Warner Bates was active in polities. He also
had a cart selling hot dogs and tamales on the streets
on special occastons. He sang out his wares as he
went about his work.,

Clarence Reed had a grocery store on West
Lincoln.

Robert Tinsley  built a special building for a
restaurant and night club. Tt was located on West
Lincoln.

Bill Clayton had a pressing shop on Benton.

Amos Smith and Luther Lane had a grocery
store on Virginia Street.

Elmer Strother helped make all the good ice
cream. candies. cakes and breads sold at Brownies.

Crawtord Crutcher worked at the Dane Factory.

George Trigger and Henry Washington had a
blacksmith shop.

Ben Moore worked for Willis Funeral Home for
Many years,

Aunt Carolyn and Uncle Val Miles should be on
this list for they had many friends and were loved
by all.

Many have been active members of the Baptist
and Mecthodist Churches. Once there was a gospel
sextet. Members were Ruth Kern, Opal  Brooks,
Blanch McCoy. Bertie Anderson. Magonila Buckner
and Reve Soil’s wife. Mrs. Soil was the leader. This
group went Lo all towns in Central Missouri. They
were enjoved by those that heard them.

Mable Marshall was the pianist at the Baptist
Church and was helped by Benora Highsmith. Lillian
Finmll is the present pianist,

Ihe anniversary of the Baptist Church, which is
held in September of cach year. has been a time for
reuntons. The successful Thanksgiving turkey dinner
is held cach year as a fund raising project for the
Church. Tt s relished by all that attend.

Mro and Mrs. Virgil Nicholas were musicians.
Pauline played the piano and Virgil played string
instruments. Murel White was a soloist.

Arthur Martin (Bud) hauled coal for over 40
vears for Finlayson and Son. Clark Washington
worked there too. Bud was custodian at the First
National Bank for over 15 years. Walter G. McCoy
took his place and is sull there.

Allen Harvey and Burton Miller were caretakers
for the Oak Hill Cemetery over a long period.

Wilbur Anderson had a barber shop for a long
tume.

Richard Olver's love for horses made him
valuable at Scott’s livery barn.,

Some had queer wavs and made us laugh.

Lena. Horace Kitchen, Pie Brown.

Some of the best stone and brick masons were
George Conner, Chub Sanford and sons. E. B. Gar-
nett and many others.

Lath Hanna had a saw mill and a thrashing ma-
chine too.

Mathew Carter was custodian of the Carroll Ex-
change Bank until it closed.

Frank Turner was Dr. Tull’s right hand man for
many years. .

Grip Martin worked Tor Wilcoxsons.,

John Drake and Anna Davis kept our Post Office
in order until they reached their retirement age.

Harry Calimese has been the chiel custodian at
the Court House for over 27 vears.

The Caldwell brothers. Amos and  Lawrence.
have also helped at the Court House.

Charles Nichols s custodian at the Telephone
Office.

Fred Calimese helped Dr. Bales for a number
of vears,

Mrs. Benora Highsmith was a teacher at the
Lincoln school unul retirement.

Miss Catherine Thompson was also a teacher
at the Lincoln school.

Richard Goodson had a son and daughter to
eraduate from Lincoln University and were teachers
in Oklahoma. Another son graduated. from Mcharry
Medical School in Nashville, Tennessee. and was a
doctor in St. Joseph. Missouri.

Dr. Gatlin was well known for his knowledge of
medicine. He traveled many miles day and night to
relieve pain and heal the sick.

Miss Cora Chiles was a college graduate and
taught in St. Louts until she retired a few years ago.

Rev. J. b Timmons has been an ordained Bap-
tist Minister for years. At the present time, he is
the pastor at Marceline and  Linncus  Baptist
Churches. For 38 years he was a helper and clerk
for Atchison-Topeka and Santa Fe. His son, Emmett,
is a teacher of music and a football coach in Madi-
son, Hlinois. His granddaughter. Rose Timmons, is
a graduate in music at Lincoln University and will
teach in Peoria, Hlinois, in 1968,

One of Myrtle EllioUs sons was a doctor and
another was a retired warrant officer in the army.

Other families have come in later years. One
wias Mrs. Butler who was head cook at Carrollton
High School until  she retired. Professor Turpin,
her son. was the principal of Lincoln and is now a
college math teacher at Jr. College, Kansas City.
Kansas.

Elsic Hudson helps with the head start program.

Betty Reed worked at Marshall State School for
years.

Preston Fristo is a carpenter for O'Dell Con-
struction.

Quincy Fristoe helps at the Carroll County
Memorial Hospital.

Wanzo Wayvland is a minister and a head cook
at Bryants.

Sam Duncan has been the French teacher in
Higginsville High School for many years. The year-
book was dedicated to him showing the love and re-
speet which the students have for him,

Jim Trige has an athletic scholarship o the
University of Arizona for 1968,

Mr. and Mrs. Farl White's son, Henry, was an
outstanding athlete and was also president of his
class ‘in Carrollton High School. Upon graduation, he
received a scholarship to Missourt University.

Donald Martin was president of his class and
also of the student body in Carrollton High School.
He received a scholarship to Yale and in 1968 he
returns there for his second vear,

Now as the years have passed many have gone
to their reward but have left their footprints on the
sands of time. Those of tomorrow must work hard
to keep their wonderful heritage.
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Qakland Christian Church, August 30, 1942

Oakland Church Basket Dinner

The congregation of the Oakland Christian Church
located on Hwy. 65 in northern Carroll Co. held a basket
dinner on Aug. 30, 1942, This was the “kick off* of a fund
drive for remodeling the church and the addition of a new
room to the south side of the building.

An item in the local newspaper states, ‘A very
enjoyable day was spent at Oakland Church Sun. when 150
people enjoyed a basket dinner at the noon hour. 125
attended S.S. classes and services by Rev. J.F. Patton of
Tina. He announced that Elmer Bennett had served 50 yrs.
as supt. and various offices of the S.S. and church ably
assisted by Mrs. Bennett, son Caroll and daughter Muriel.
The church was originally organized in 1874 with services
held in Asper School House. In 1880 the present church
was built, being dedicated in Sept. of that year. S.S. and

312 church services were held most of the time except when
illness or weather did not permit.”

Note - There were Collivers and Condrons of the Sth ;
generation in attendance that day.



Whether the site is a rural church, school,
or residence the structure of a bell, whose
sound convened a meeting or a meal, suggests

a symbol transcending housing and -

institutions.



On examination of J. M. Faris' account
book of 1850 it appears that he built

a double pen brick house for his new
bride and established his workshop there

as well.



James Madison Faris Account Book, 1850

horse load plank from Maggards
horse load plank from Maggards
horse load plank from Maggards
horse load framing timbers
horse load framing timbers
horse load framing timbers
horse load framing timbers
horse load framing timbers
horse load framing timbers
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269' of 1% walnut plank
2 loads pine plank from the river
1500' of pine and poplar plank

1237' sheeting
300" sheeting

40' waybord plank

1600' weatherbording and halling

freight on 1600' weatherbording from St. Louis

4500 shingles

3000 brick and halling

1850 brick

raising and cleaning 1000 brick
raising and cleaning 1000 brick
loads of brick halling

'S
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foundation digging for house

1 load of sand halling
1 load of lime halling
70 bushels lime in the rock
70 bushels lime halling
1 bushel hogs hair for plaster
6 lbs. cowhair
4 loads of sand
1 load of sand
2 loads of water

labor for making mortar and plaster

labor for lathing and plastering house

labor to build chimney
1 scrubbroom

7 1lbs. l0dénails
5 1bs. nails
10 lbs. 3d nails
10 lbs. 3d nails

2 lbs.
8 lbs.
126 1bs.
2 lbs,

nails
3d nails
nails
nails



WHNFOHFHFFONDKENDKFENDND

paper tacks
pair hinges
paper tack
pair hinges
paper brad
pair hinges
brass tacks
paper brass

and 8 screws

and screws

and screws

tack

paper 6 oz tacks
paper 3 oz tacks

paper brad
paper tacks
paper tack
brackets
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gross coffin screws
gross coffin tacks

dz coffin screws

dz screws

dz coffin screws

dz coffin screws
little coffin and box
pair buthinges

pair buthinges

safe lock
presslock
padlock
lock

yds white satin ribbon for burial trimmins

(hauling to Edmonsons from shop)

2 gimlets 1 framing square 1 stove for shop
1 gimlets 1 jackplane 12 1bs stove pipe
1 spirit level 2 thumb gages

1 oil stone 1 hatchet

1 axe

1 axe handle

% day work by Jas. McCandless

1 day work by S. Jones

3 mos. and 20 days work by Wm. Sandusky
14% days work by Wm. Sandusky

Total cost for these items...... 5353.12 ($100.00 was for milkhouse brick and chimney)

Faris hired negroe labor and bought a few items from negroes for cash:

1 day hire negro to wash 50¢

1 day hire negro to wash 50¢

1 day hire negro to wash 50¢
11 days hire for negro women 3.25
4 weeks hire for negro women 6.00

Faris purchased from negroes, sassafrass roots 10¢

pork 75¢
broom 10¢
watermelon 15¢
watermelon 5¢
basket 40¢
2 straw beds 10¢



James Madison Faris Account Book, 1860

360" cottonwood plank
hauling lumber from Edmondsons
hauling lumber from shop to Edmondsons
300' pine lumber
1931' walnut lumber (hauling lumber)
273" timbers for pavement (hauling timbers)
laying pavement 100' x 8'
digging ditches for pavement timbers
hauling poplar lumber from church
hauling 2500' lumber
hauling 2500' lumber
68' 2" pine
11' mapleiplank
288'44" walnut
238' 1" walnut
hauling lumber from Maggards

hauling shingles from church to shop
hauling lumber from church to shop

3500 brick (hauling brick)

=

box plaster
box plaster
loads sand

w

1lb nails 1 1b chalk
1bs nails 1% 1b chalk
lbs nails

lbs nails 1 nail pocket
1lbs nails

lbs nails

10 lbs nails
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1 gt varnish % 1b venetian red

Las turpent%ne 14 1bs bar iron

1 pt turpentine

1 pt turpentine ;

1 1b glue 4 lights glass

4 1b glue

5 paper tacké\\\ 5 dz screws 4 paper brads
34 yds casinet 3 (ofﬁw 1% dz screws

2 yds flannel + . 9 large screws 20 sheets sandpaper

m r
1 yd linsey //////’ e iq’ 7% dz screws 25 sheets sandpaper
1 buckle _— 6% dz screws
6 sheets double tin

3 dz screws

10 dz screws

gross white metal coffin screws
gross blue coffin screws

dz screws

dz screws
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1 paintbrush
( 5 3/4 lbs. putty
L lbs. putty
% pint varnish

12 1lbs. bar iron

38 lights glass 10 x 12
39 lights glass 10 x 12
14 lights glass 10 x 12
4 lights glass 10 x 12

1 rimlock 1 paper tack

3 drop latches 1 paper tack

3 pair hinges 1 dozen screws

3 dozen screws 4 pair buthinges
100 brass tacks 3 dozen screws

cutting and splitting tree

2 steeples and link for smokehouse
1 padlock

halling workbench

6 months and 10 days house rent

1 weak hire for negrowomen

Total cost for these items..... 8247.15

James Madison Faris
Account Book Vol. 1 1850-67

#1102 Joint Collection, UMC



J. M. Faris Account Book

sample page
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James Madison Faris Account Book, 1855

60! 1%" walnut plank
410" %" walnut plank (hauling plank from mill)
223" sheeting plank (hauling plank from bridge)
63" scantling (hauling scantling)
140" 2" plank; 12%' studing (hauling plank from bridge)
2 sticks of timber for plates. for milkhouse
14 rafters cottonwood
hauling scaffold poles from bridge
hauling plank from Edmondsons
hauling plank from Turners
hauling pailings to graveyard
hauling lumber from shop to Edmondsons
550' %" pine plank clear
hauling plank from church
511' %" walnut plank (hauling plank from Maggards)
352" linn and walnut plank (hauling one load plank from Maggards)
ST plank walnut (hauling one load plank from Maggards)
732' %"  walnut plank (hauling plank from mill)
607' %" walnut plank (hauling plank from mill)
1075 shingles
4500 shingles cut
1000 shingles
building milkhouse brick moving dirt from round milkhouse
il chimney
gt barrell water
1 load water
2 barrells water
15 bushels lime
3 1bs nails 4 1bs nails I 1b chalk
1 1b nails 1 1b nails 2 1b chalk
2 1lbs nails 3 1lbs nails
3 1lbs nails (shingling) 1% 1lbs nails
3 1lbs nails 2 1bs nails
5 1lbs nails 15 1bs nails
13 1lbs nails
%2 1b venitian red 4 1bs bar iron (flatning bar of iron)
1 keg pure white lead turning 6 machine rollers
painting % dz chairs
3 pints linseed oil
2 1bs putty 4 lights glass 10 x 12
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grindstone hanging and crank
set grindstone hangings
small bolt for T-square
brace augur
brace augur
awl handle and tools
small saw mandice and shaft
monkey wrench
large 3 square file
large file
steeple for crank

day help to make coffin
help to make coffin

day work

day work-make coffin

help to make coffin

help to make 2 coffins

help to make 2 coffins

days work-help to make desk
days work

2

3 small oil stones

2 bow saws

1 circular saw

1 saw mandrel

1 woodscrew cutter (box and drayage)

6' leather belt (expenses for same from
st. ‘Louis)

1 roof cleaner

3 axe handles

1 plane (jack)

cutting plane bitt for nose plane

work from June to 11 August on coffin and other
3% days work

days work

hauling horse power to shop

blacksmith work for horse power

Faris must have also speculated in dressed pork and beef as he purchased
2 quantities of pork, 2079 lbs. total, and several hundred pounds of beef.

It appears that throughout the 1850s J.M.
Faris became somewhat specialized as a

finish carpenter, especially in coffin
manufacture; he purchased an increasingly

diverse tool inventory and increasingly he
hired different kinds of labor--some at $2.00
per day by 1860. His increase in cash flow
may be indicated by his speculative purchases
in dressed meat.



LAWTON'S YEAR-END REVIEW
from

James Lawton Diary

#1149 Joint Collection, UMC

JAMES F. LAWTON
1882:646

born in 1833, in Columbia county, N.Y. Son of Jason Lawton,

a miller by trade and a native of New York. James F., has

been milling ever since he was o0ld enough; he has milled in
nearly all of the states east of the Rocky Mountains; he came

to Carroll county, MO., in 1865, and purchased the Moss Creek
mill, which he soon remodeled. Mr. Lawton owns 160 acres of
fine land, all in cultivation; he was married in 1862 to Miss
Sarah McCullough, of Tennessee; he has been a very active member
of the Millers' National Association for a number of years.



A Year-End Summary:

We have made some very good improvements that work very
satisfactory. We have put up some good spouting in the Mill and
also put in a new conveyor cooler and a new Bran buster, elevator
spouts, etc. We consigned the o0ld Cooler to the mercies of the
past and in its anihilation we wished that we had the money which
it cost. New inventions learned by experience oblivates the
farther use of the machinery of other days that was once considered
necessary. We have also built a new Ice House over on the west
side of the Pond and near the mouth of the Canal. It is a
durable and roomy house that is put up for no temporary purpose.
Overhead in the building we have stored many little pieces of
lumber and surplus machinery. We have also built an addition to
our house which is well built and finished throughout making the
house comfortable and adding much to its appearance. Inside of
the House we have put new carpets, stove, refrigerator etc.

There has also been done a good deal of White washing and re-
pairing of fences and buildings. The old Ice House has been
transformed into a Store House and is a room that will be much
needed. The floor has been relaid, door widened and joists
spliced and sideing at the bottom renewed. Also have built

a new corn crib with a good foundation and the material new well
braced and rods of iron through for the safe support for any
load. The building is now full of corn and in pretty good order.
This improvement does away with a great deal of labor and waste
and much anxiety that has heretofore been a yearly occurrence

and we feel much satisfaction when we think that it is not a

job for the year but for years to come. Also among other
improvements we have built another hog lot and improved all the
yvards. We have drained the field and built a bridge making it
much drier for stock and pleasant walking or driving in muddy
times. The feed house had a new tared roof and is now dry and

full of Bran and feed. We have put on new stripes and tared



paper on the inside. This building is now one of the best
additions we have. The North house has been striped and floors
relaid and is now occupied by a family. We have finished the
board fence on the road from the Mill to the Rail Road. We

have got a fine lot of square timber on hand and have used a
good deal in repairing. We have lined up the water wheel. Put
in a new and more substantial bearing much better for durability
and appearance and repair. The shafting of the Mill has been
lined up and we have kept the settling of the building nearly
level. We have had some grubbing done. And we have put a
thousand loads of dirt on the Dam and forebay. Also built quite
a good sized Pig Pen for Mrs. Lawtons Hogs. We have purchased
Swaps, Shovels, Scrapers. And tools in general for the Mill.

We have sufficient stove wood cut and piled up to last us a

long time and we may say for six months at least. The field
west of the Pond has been nearly all put in cultivation except
one wet piece that could not be touched this wet season. This
field is now in wheat and looks well. We have broke Rose to

the buggy. Purchased a new Bugg, and Bridles, Halters etc.

We also have some new lumber on hand of different kinds and
every way needed. We have changed the meal spout to the Binn
and took the old Binn down and made a new one. We also have
enough brick on hand to rebuild the Engine house next Summer.

We have put a new timber in the forebay and have put a heavy

rod through for support. The Burr floor is now some lighter as
it has been whitewashed overhead. Our Mill stone alary works
well. We have had some expense overhauling the Smutter.

It now works pretty well. We also had quite a time in fixing the
step to the upright shaft. We have done some piling below the
Mill to save the bank and also put in a lot of stone and at this
writeing we can see the uitlity of the work. We have built new
feed troughs and new Hog troughs and have hauled sand and filled
in front of the barnm and in the barn and stables thereby

makeing it dry and much more convenient.
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10-24

10-26

sawing RR Bridge timbers

lumber house fixed up again, hog troughs repaired, and
hog pen made ready. Hands had quite a time in the Mill
loafing while it was raining and the Mill running.

built new ice house. As for hands getting uop (in the
morning) and setting around after they get up (thevy)
smoke and do nothing.

work force of 20 men (including Lawton) repairing dam

Here we are again at the Mill on time via office 5

A.M. (sharp). Did not miss a minuet. Roused the
natives. Made a fire for them and as Irene says other
creature comforts. Went to journaling for the purpose
of seeing that Business went on and that I could again
witness that creditable appearance of the Irishman

who was called up in the night to eat. Anyhow it is much
better than to get up late and sit around and smoke

and have me waiting for help when I want to start the
(mill). I wish not that because I have been through
Hell that everybody should travel the same road. But

I do seriously object to being kept there at great odds.
With the pen I commune and almost as in argument.

we have settled down philosophically. We evince a

sort of don't care. We don't want any rain on the River
now though. It is hard telling. The dam prophets

work on both sides.

In our trade we have been running on a looseing market.
This is the damedest poorest place that ever a Miller
done business att. The capital of the county is in the
hands of a dormant set and some of the worst kind....Our
friends and our relatives are not worthy of any partic-
ular mention. Ally has left home. She took her choice
without consultation and has her own reflections. We
have tried to get up a Barbecue for General Shields.

I have lost lots of time and spent some momey. But

the Dam listless people done nothing but wait for some
one else and it is a failure now. But if time is

lenient with us and the General we will have the grandest
that ever graced the old mans memory.

we have the town pretty well stocked with flour....Our
idea is to keep things agoing and make improvements

as fast as the times will allow. This will have to be

on the expense being kept up by running and not drawing
anything from the capital. The very small capital I have.

building a new kitchen; $40 worth of lumber, 3 hands,
one team.
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bought more material for kitchen
kitchen ready for plaster

got load of lumber for the corn pen. I have now com-
menced getting ahead of my money pile and will
necessarily stew.

McCormick and Andy put up the new partition in the new
room and then they commenced on the corn'crib. (kitchen
ell divided?) Alonzo hauled two loads of lumber from
town. Lindsay commenced lathing. Nigger is digging
potatoes.

Lindsey finished lathing the kitchen. We run off some
lime and got some sand ready.

renters commenced picking corn.

We finished digging the root holes and put in the
potatoes but have not covered them up yet.

hauling stove wood....Some California Brandy from the
Wilcoxsons as a present.

put the cabbage in a hole also the beets. Wvche 1is
sawing wood; renters hauling corn and my team, flour and
wheat back from the depot....Give the mice some calomel
tonight.

hauled rails and fixed the fence for the purpose of
keeping the geese off the wheat.

we drove up the geese and had their wings clipped and
we killed 16 for our Thanksgiving friends. I went to
town and put in some $18 workth of advertisements in
our county papers.

Niggers are picking corn some and slowly. Hands have all
shelled corn and helped around some.

Stopped at Simmons and got some cider and apples. Went
to the coal bank and got some coal. Was to town bought
some floor paper for carpet.

we filled up the lime pit that we used in plastering.
hired a new teamster wages $30 per month.

Made fence through to railroad closing a piece of
fence that has been unfinished for three years.

Run wheat all day. Range finished fence. finished
ice house. Took up the stone at foot of the dam.
Made feed trough and cut wood....Ed finished painting
the house one coat....Gibson the new teamster has
commenced fixing up down to the North Ranch....We
chronical everything fair.



The building set includes various documents compiled in order to suggest
differént ways that landscape issues may be approached. Each document represents
a kind of resource that could be pursued in great detail. The Austin reminiscence
suggests patterns in the built environment; the J.M. Faris account book offers
detailed looks at a country craftsman; the Carrollton Academy papers suggest a
subject rarely explored--water proofing techniques for antebellum structures; the
James Lawton diary of 1877 details building actiwvities in rural manufacturing and
documents an ell addition to the miller's house; the Lozier papers of the WW I
period offer a sample document in the repair of tenant buildings and accounts of
shares in local agriculture. A visual tour of the 1876 Carroll County Atlas
demonstrates the widespread use of modular pen structures and an occasional flair
of southern architecture. James Lawton probably summarized the building efforts of
all when in March, 1877 he wrote, "I wish not that because I have been through Hell
that everybody should travel the same road," but at year's end Lawton reflected on
his toil by writing, "We have made some very good improvements that work very

satisfactory."



Rev. Robert A. Austin reminiscence, 1897

Robert Austin, born in 1835 in Bedford County, Virginia, came to Carroll
County with his widowed mother and family in 1842. Reared a Presbyterian Austin
recorded his conversion to Methodism in Missouri and recounted his life of pro-
fessional circuit riding ministry in central and north Missouri counties. His
recollections include specific and general observations about the cultural landscape.

1840s--1860s:

In general houses were one room log cabins with a dirt floor and stick
(and mud) chimneys. The lone room "answered for preaching, parlor, dining room
and kitchen, and had 3 to 4 beds in it."

In 1856 on the Bethany Circuit (Daviess and Harrison counties) Austin
stayed with Brother Brown. His house was a "log cabin with a dirt floor with
a box room, 8 x 10, enclosed with planks that had cracks large enough for one
to place his hands through." The frame extension had a bed on forks driven in
the dirt. The log pen plus a frame pen that was smaller in size than the original
log room was a common practice in Missouri.

Austin stayed with Dr. Bird at Rockport, Atchison County, in a "small house
of two rooms" occupied by the doctor, his wife and seven children. Nearby Austin
boarded with Aaron Graves in a "larger home and plenty of room."

Upon arrival in Missouri (1842) the Austins had stayed with their kinsman
Dr. William Austin, who was located seven miles southwest of Carrollton. Dr.
Austin had a two story dog-trot house: "a double log cabin with stick chimney and
mud fireplace, two stories with six rooms and two halls; ladders were set to
openings in the floor above." The two Austi- families--nine in Dr. Austin's and

thirteen in the newly arrived Austin family--all spent the winter in the dog-trot.




The negroes of both families resided together in the nearby slave houses.

1864: near Chillicothe Austin recorded "a mud cabin with a vicious dog (which
Austin later killed) lay at the cabin door." This sod single pen on the rolling
prairie of Missouri was probably similiar to ones recorded on the prairies of the
0ld Northwest states.

Civil War in Chariton County: Austin rode a circuit from Ketesville and recorded

"houses deserted, doors standing open, stock lowing for attention and everything
deserted."

public buildings: Austin attended a local school in Carroll County held in

Dr. Edward Arnold's hemp house. Later Austin recorded Irishman O'Riordon's
school. It was "round logs cl4' x 14' with a chimney of sticks and a fireplace
extending one-half of one end (7') was of dirt." A window was "sawed out one-half
of log the whole length of the building; this was covered with a wide plank,
planed on one side and hung on hinges to let down on rests to serve as a writing
desk."

1869: a) Austin rented a house in Carrollton, "a three room house" with one room
a kitchen. The availability of stoves brought the detached kitchen space to the
back of double pen houses and they became termed in vernacular usage three room
houses.

b) the Carroll County Circuit, embracing the entire county, had 18 regular
appointments, but only 3 church houses. Thus, 15 appointments met in residences,
perhaps in a school building, hemp building or other agricultural dependency. The
three church houses extant in 1869 were Moss creek, Rush chapel and Pleasant Park.

c) In 1869 the Methodists built a new church in Carrollton costing $7,000.
Clearly, this building must have represented a significant monument in local

public buildings.



CARROLL ACADEMY 1854

Carpenters Specificatinons

1st story 12' in the clear
2nd story 11' in #he clear

beams/joists: 2x12 on 16" centers and well cross bridged

windows: 9x18 glass
doors: outside doors 2 panels each, 1%" stiles
base: 1st story 10" wide

2nd story 9" wide
floor: tongue and grove of yellow pine

roof: paper processed for the purpose with pitch, double thickness and
gravels well put on

porticos columns of solid white or burr oak; timbers cased

paint: 2 coats of pure white lead in prepared oil

Masons Specifications

foundation: rock sunk into ground 2' deep, 2' wide and brought to a level 10"
above ground

brick work: columns 2 brick thick

Plastering throughout, 2 coats and a skin with good lime and sand mortar

Total cost of project: £5.1 765725

Carrollton Academy

#598 Joint Collection, UMC
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The following photocopies are from the
Carroll County Atlas, 1876, and
supplemented by a few contemporary

photographs.
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FRERS:

Double pen arrangements both
single and two story versions

dominated the c¢.1870-1930

landscape.
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"4 Following the Civil War detached

kitchens became attached to the

- - ] block of the house due to con-

venient purchase of "store-

bought stoves."
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MONTHALL ,THE FARM ResioencE oF Gen® H.S.HALL.Sec. 20, T. 54,R.23. C2rroLL CounTY, Mo.

Single pen houses often occupied
the center of prosperous rural
farms. The side additions at
Monthall seem to be more common
in central Missouri than in
southern Missouri.
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Faam Resioenceor J.Cﬂquu..u'_ ManTtin Sec.34.T.52.R 24.6:\25 Co. Mo.



Residénce and Stock Farm of J.FBrandom Sec.18,7.53,R.22. Carroll Co.Mao.

THE FARM RESIDENCE 0F R, AWRIGHT Sec 28.1 53




Precious few are extant stack

houses in Carroll County.
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Sec. 31, T.54,R. 22,
CARROLL GO.MO._
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Farm Resioinceor JaMEs V. Lewis Sec. 3.



RESIDENCE OF A.T. KENDR Pl OF THE QUARRIES .

1
|
|

RESIDENCE OF B8.D.KENDRICK, SEN.

NEAR THE QUARRIES.




Only occasionally do double

pile houses like Satterfield

e TR

and Brown appear today e.g. the
much modified Lowrance house on

highway 24.

THE RESIDBNCE AD Sock FARM 0F D‘?.FATTERFiELD,SEC. 17751 R.25, Canoll Co. Mo,

e B 0

Vicws on Tne Proscnty of GnaisTian Von ARe Sec 21.T. 5L R25, CannotL Co.Ma.

i 2,

IDENGE or W.S. RUCKEL.Sec/3T53.R 2.
ONE MILE NORTH OF DEWITT,CARROLL CO.MO.

THE FARM RES
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FARM AND RESIDENGE OF

Dr. . J. B rown..
Sects.11.14.&23 Town , 54. Range , 22.
CARROLL CO. MISSOURI.
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THE RESIOENCE OF JOMN R KERBY ‘

L8

FARM RESIDENGE of R.BMATTOX. Sec.20,T.57R.25, CARROLL CO.MO.
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