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an  Saptember  15th, 1984 @& survey was begun  in  the Jentral
guesiness pDistrict of S¢t, Joseph, Missouri, The survey was
somplered in Dacember of 17584, A minumum OF 138 fForms were
contracted For, though as O result of the survey there were 1579
Forms ganarated, The 1imits OF the coniracted for survay area
WETE ehpunded ge well to & more logical point than the arbitcrary
sourkarn boundary Of Messanie streetr ending in a  moare  ragsecz
edge, but mare conprehensive it cowerage zome three to four
blocks [ang more Qb some areas] +o the south of pessanie straet,
SURVEY METHCGOGLGGY

211 buildings d42emed by Oon-3ite2 2valuarian o be fFifty y=2ars oDid
cr older were photograrphed and noted on the site map, Fositive
idenzificarion of the site was made with the aid Oof the field map
and o street addreszs and legal descripecion of the property made,
Wik *h13  WNi1igUWe Sike information ar kand i+ was po::zbla ro
examine the building permit recoard on each discreses parcel, Thecss
~22074ds axit2nd Back ko 1887, The records g9ive the name oOf 2
cerean taking out the permit [generally but not Qlways the Cwhner]
rh®  dat2  Of rth2 permit, the type oOF permit [2.9. rasidencs
ciace Gof business, Tepair, garage, etrc,.] and the dollar amount of
SansErusrion, All but four of ke (8% properties 4dar2 &g Post-
1887, arnd thus o positive date wase available i1in most Ccases,
rROUSh  0C0CAZIONALILY th2 permits werz2 missing, The building
recards vyielded the name &f the perscn taking out the the permic
For  rapair™ or construction, In the casza2 of perhaps one half of
che surveyed buildings the owner of record built the building but
srEn renta2d or l12ased the building 92 a4 s200nd party, To arriva
S ] meaningrul early history of the building the ity
Lir2CE0Tia%s Were Lonsulted fOor relevant years ko determine the
e}pe of businese conducted in the building in question, sanborn
Insurance mGPs were consulted to confirm the configuration of the
gwistant building, Where it was nNecessary other record gQrougs

wara consulted to create a basil historical conrext,

G each inventory & relevant architectural description was made
af the ©8Xisring condirion Of the building with an analysis of
significant alterations and additians, 4] S¥7? photograrh
[ozscsionally two pPhotographs] was arrtached under the written
JescriptiOn OGS Q Seperacte page to the 1nNventory sheet,

GENERAL SURVEY RESULTE

435 sStoted thare were 157 forms generatred from  the surveay
activity, All buildings Fifty Oor more years o0ld were researched,
gimost all of the buildings surveyed were commercial buildings--
either retail, wholesale or manufacturing, Excepticonse are public
“ii11dings such as the Buchanan County Courthouse, public
marketplace, Folice station [21, YWCA, Post Office, Library,
ThRiTCHRBS, and fentral Fire Station, There aqQre several large
apartment buildings, and a very few residential single Ffamily
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Jdwellings in the survey area,

Simost all  of the buildings surveyed are brick ar  masonry
conseructed, All but a Few are multiple storied with flat rocfis
makind pavap2ts, {ver fifty percent are party walled, and with few
excemtions all Of the buildings are built ¢a the sidewalhk,

Tre f2llowing it A breakdown Oof the re2sults by building date
TOTige

TONSTRUCTION NUMBER

TRTE " CONSTRULTED FERCENTAGE OF TOTAL
1928+ I4 21%

1788-171% 73 473

1285-189¢ 4z 274

2fore 13R@ 4 2%

The tabulated results oFf the survey are somewhat startling, Lecss
Than ans2 thivrd Oof the buildings still standing in the Z2ntral
puciness Qistrict date toc before the turn of the century., In some
cati®ds thid WOouwld (nor ke a surprizing resultr, however in
St.JosEFED, the acknowledged "' Golden Qge’* Oof the city 18 Circa
1535%E-1908 Wwhick i35 the predomingte d4date range for most oOf  rhe
cities oqutstanding residential building stock, There are three
Jevidud  explanatioang of the results, The first i3 o Previously
zurveyed Garea it the weest central particn OF the downtown, arnd
naor rtherefore included in tha above tabulation, The se2cond, and
more CcOmMPRIiNg reason is the rampant destcruction of whole blockes
in the nam?2 of *"urban TrenNewal® in the previous decade. Many of
the Clder sections of the businecss district were the first to go,
The third reason 1§ that thare was Q major rebuilding  of Tho@
central retail district ¢f the businecs section of town Gt the
rurn of the century extending into the early 197265,



CHRPRRCTERIZIATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING TYPES IN THE SURVEY RRESR

COMMERCIAL ITALIANARTE

Th2r2 are no suUurvivaing gresk Eevival commercial buildings wWikkin
Fhe surveyed areq,x There 1€ only Cne  surviving  2ocmmercial

ralianara from th2 8ra of the Civil War Wwithin the survey aran,
nnd it is one of the most important buildings in the central

243102355 District, The Missouri ¥alley Trust Qompany  building
dates to  1859,[see #1213 o two story brick corner  building,
2WraNnsivaly remodeled in  th2  late nin2r2esntk Cantury, Tra

BuUilding Gnd the adjoacent contiguous buildinges are listed in ¢he

Marional F2gister Of Historic Places, A hRiartus 2xXx1is3%3 from rh2

last menticned building through the 18488 and into the 7P with

nly one fRpresentative 2xample oFf contemporary archic2obture -~
it iz a dramatic one--the Buchanan Jounty Cour

a

: 1 &7TSs ang 1isted in th2 Narional R2gister of H1is ki
feee HEB3Z. There are, howWwever, o number of Commercial
5:4i1ldings d4aring fFrom the 2arly 1E3@s, Hisrtoric PROXOITAPRS
indicatce that the popular Italiante style defined the

sreraatsoapes of muchk of St,Joseph, built in the bOooming years of
the 15785 and 188Bs, Perhars the mocst notable are the grouping
oW a3  Warenous Fow [listed in +the Narional FRegisker of
Hisktoric Places ae & discrictl], Four buildings of multiple story
party Wail brifk CONSTrUCkidn [322 HBi145 Thare ars sayvaral
Grehitectural  Features which Unify  the Commercial Icalianate
sryle, rh2 4domingant feature of Wwhich 1% the cornice, Many oOF the
cornices  wWwhic survive in St, Joserh are constructed of sheet
m2tal pressed and cuk into 4 variety of forms and  sShapes, bk

seneral Ccomposed OF & flat Projected eave Wwith cornice brackecs
an ive friezZe--all progected over the Wwall plane of L2
facade [see #1451, In one surviving case the elabcrate metal
Iornice is j2ined t0 4 polygonal projecrad metal ori2l Wwindow ax
the csecond story [see  #871. gnforecunately, many  sUurviving
ELildings have 19s5% their cornices due to the lack 2 rimaly
maintainance over the years [see H#1B11. Ccher materials were lesc
com@mONly  used to or2ate ke cornice, Th2re ars s2veral sxampies
Gf  brick corbeled cornices from the pericd [see #1337, and Gt
12a%% onNe woad cornic2 [see HRBRSID,

Window lintel treatment it G definitive characteristic Gof the
Jammarcsial Irtaltianate skiyle in 5%, JosefFrh, Ge2na2rally, thougk nox
alwaye, Window lintels are formed of an arch of varying chGpeE
Tanging from segmental 0 kalf round. SOmetrimes Witk two or more
arch  types used at different storys on  the same facade, The
iinkt2ls are mOost Oofren projacted Witk labels and keystones ofien
incised With various decorative devices, Sometcimes they are
2ntirely formed 9n Ao camantitious makterial [see HiGE1] or in
combination with brick {see #1457, The 1874 Courthouse has flat

Fadiment2d laintels at the First srory [s22 8483,

#There is one Greek Revival commercial building, o former hotel,
It Francis and Main streets, However, NokthRinNng f2mains of k2
Zriginal structure except fFor a few stane lintels over masanry



Filled ompenings, The building has been S0 extensively altered as
22 NOt WAPFARt inclusion in the survey,
COMMERCIAL QUEEN ANNE

-

o} - *@  vary 2nd Of the 13885 and gaining mamentum in the 1898s

hE SETEELESCORE CCONSETUCEION tOCK On G Tiew Character Gt the  hiew
arokiracrural style--7ommercial Quesn gnne--bkegan to apesar, L2233
reliant on the proJjected Ccornice the Queen Anne made Freer use of
LS T antire facade for decorarive 48351i389n statemant, In thrae
srominent caces there ic no cornice at all [cee HSTS, 1,921, Gt
@ Fivea 53tOry BPYiICK German-gmerican Bank RBuilding {constructad
i {BES] & dominant feature is 4 Fifth story deeply rececced arch
13ggia  ovar repeated arch bays [HFEI., There i35 & .ok use  of
STLERTCGRGHOTRERIC  Sandetone COGrvingse--a new feature of the Gueen
4nne2  2ra, Th2ra i35 Q more 2218ckil ra2perksirse oFf SOUrCes for
arohitectural ifeEpiITGEICON % Seen in the “Old Folice State’,
citzik it 1387 and e2xecuted in a M2gieval [rhougk nNon-oasiellatrsgdl
costle rewvival motif [HELD.

Hydraulio  pressed brick Witk 1i¥s more uniform face and  darkar
red color Wwikth colored mortar jointse dramitcically changed tre
fatnade apepsarance oOf the styla, The Q2arbkry Builzging. er2ct2d in
igvi (cee 921 is one of the better surviving examples, & wmore
iafpressIve 2xanple [rrough modern gray gaint obscures the facadel
is  the Michau-B8irk Dry Goo0ds Building constructed in 1294 ({cee
#7937 Wwhichk Qlsd exkibits AQnoth2rC nNew marerial fra2ely us=2d 1in rha
ince nineteenth century--terra cotea, The plastic nature of tche
water'nl‘ and 13 fin2 grain, 2llowed a vichk wvariexry of
creatments from easily repeated moulded patterns [see HP11 to
mighly tndividualized anthropomMorphil figures, Sheat maral
cantinued ¢t0 be popular, especially as o lightweight material ¢co
sr2ate overhang;ng\ oriel projections stk as that fFound on  rha
Micowau Building constructed in 1885 [see HIB$]. The 1934, three
330y Bricfk building at the2 cornar af Francis and 8tk skreers has
o ometal three story oriel tower ot the building corner, the last
SUrYvLviIng Of What Was once a common  fF2arures in th2 Cenirail
Bucinecse Qictrict-~-the building ic one of the lase documented
Tu22n Anng era buildings in kke survey ar2q and i3 also 0 udnusual

i Ti the survival of the fFirst story storefront bays and corner

By far the mOost CcOommOnN Ccoat2gory Sf architectural style., well cwvar
Fifey percent Of the buildings in the survey area may be lumped
intns *he Neo-7lassical typoOlogy, MOsSk date o the turn Of kh2
CEDRUTY period, The earliest in the survey area is alsoc one ofF
2 maore s3ignificant examples-—-the Tela2phone EXchange Building
constructed in 1895 [see #TI]. The building exhibits many of the
¥Ppigal fFeatuyres Oof the style: The pedestaled parapet above the
H =s;ca11y derived cornice, The near ubiguitcus pillared or
astrered facade and frequent use of rusticated masonry, Tha
Tootle-Lemon Bank Building (see H1iBS] iz a good example with
Pillared entry and richly ornamental pe2diment projected fFrom
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rr2  foacade, Building materials wary from stone--Tootle-Lesmom
gank, 19@5 Free Public Library [#H43, and the 1992 National Bank
ar St.Joseph [#13IS5]--t0 o 1light buff colored brick masconry--the
189% Telephone Exchange Building and the 1914 YWCA building
(#IBT. There is one exXample of red brick wall constetruction-~the
1714 rWo SEOrY Ccommercsidl building ar o rhRe corner of Francis ang
$.9¢h streetcs [cee #7891,

Witk the passage of time th2 style often becom2s more restrainsd
it architectural ornament, especially visible on the TJownsend-
g2zarrkaein C1l0kking 00, Building [H742, erected in 1917, With
Hinimol cornice and parapet and almost minimal detal iT the
r2rcra oSortra Cladaing,

w2  2lamenkts are ofren fFoOound in r2rra cokta, ERDUgk With
mbsyance than that found in the pPrevicus era thcugh the
orsee  Ruilding 2f 1%1& beli2s the norm with 13 Tighkly
meHtu; street level and top two Flocrs and cornice CHizZE3
recently rehabba2d building 15 l1isted on the National Regist
Histcric Places, grnament is of cource limited ¢o classical
Srifs, forTnices  are generally rarra cotta thoudgh there2 13 At
e 6 Gne example oFf G deeply proJjected metal cornice [HIBI.
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MEDITERANEAN REVIUVAL STYLE

Th2re 4are2 2nly three 2xampleg Of this skyle in ke suryvay area
though thgy are highly wvisible and thus Of some importance, /11
ara  CoharafteriZsd by pent roofs at the rocf parapet Witk 2ither
green or red ceramic tiles, The most interesting is the QCencral
Firs Station, buwilr in 1923 Witk o deeply projected pent roaf and
3hly decoracive eaves, The building is somewhat CUTiICUS1Y mixed
n Sstyle with facade decorarion more  in ke2ping Witk N20-
esical tenets (#4631, The building abt 88%-811 Francis likewice
a deaply projected pant roof with parterned poOlychrome brick
3e CHIZ]. The 1as¢t ie different in that it has white
ccoed  Walls, The Leary Filling Station was built in 1927
T3,
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MISCZELANEOUS STYLES OF THE TWENMTIETH CEMTURY

The Misscuri Theatre and attendant businecse block are in o cola
rrera oSwn  in St Joseph, The rich polychrome rerra £0rta &
ETiCk Moorish /fRssyriaon Revival building, erected in 1924,
listad on the Narional Registar Of Hisraris Plac2s,

X3
nd
is

There are only ¢two ATt Deco buildings in the survey area, boeh
PUELLC buildings, The 1738 POost DFFice ang Jourthouse building is
&G severe and restroained building typical oF the period (#2131, an
rr2 other hand the W,F,A. built 193% Central Police Station i3 A
richly ornomented multi-story building,

Traugh not technically ‘*historig’ there are two 2xcellant
examples of the streamlined Moderne cstyle in  St,JoSeph, both

o-



puilt in 1958, The Trail Theatre [HZ2I] is sheathed in white and
pastal Jraen carrarad glass with o cursive neon sign and brigkt
metal marque with neon tubing, The Miller Chevrolet Showroom
247 with 15 brick banding and curvilin2ar 914353 walled corners
and bright metal banded GWwning i€ G fine EAample af ite type,

HONUFACTURING BUILDINGS

T

2 bilildings SUPVIVS relating L gn] the devealopment 2Ff
anufaceuring in St JOsEPph--MCE t have been torn down i recent
20235, The Two Whioh SUTYIve ar2 left i301lated oYy iargs
irTounding wacante or underused tracte, The Mochaska Manufachturing
S, bBwilding., 2r22ted in 13%1. i35 2 multiple story bBrick building
ith MINimol STTGment whGse prTimary appearance iz defived by the

i
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rapaatad parterning of th2 windows [H1Z23]. The Fow2r Houwse2 OFf tha
Se josepth Railway, Light, Heat, and Power Cfompany, erected in
1917 13 a Aiffarant rype 2f bBUilding Witk 1its3 10w pPrafils,
4cuble gabled main building and +v6ll metal cocrimney stacks [HISID,

2 ¥ ; i 2
nultiple StOTY bBTick conseruction—--maste FOUr or more starve

S23c0n4d, rhey gQre concentrated in o geographkic band bordered b

Robidoux sereet on the norteh, Messanie atreet on the scuth, Moi

2N th2 w25, aAnd Fourth stre2t 2n the 243t Finally. most  ars
well decsigned and ornamented in pericd style. The latter point 1

mag2 in ligkt  OFf rh2 overarchking sianificance  of WwhDlasal

jcbbimng €0 the historic economy OfF St, Jjoseph, which, through it

i20arion at *h2  huk Of avar 2:12ven railroad lin23 was N
cos1fion to capitalize on transhipments to the developing West
2nNd NOTEREA3E in the 1ate nin2teantk ceantury, Within the survey
srea there are three notable warehouse buildings, The 1917
Fickardson Dry Goods Company building (#1473 15 listed on ke
Naticnal Register oOf Historic Places, The 193] Letts-Spencer
Grocery Company building was, whan cCconstructed, A  sEkriking
huilding with repeated Grched bays and diapered brick fFriezed
31tk STEOTY, How=2wver, th2 massively prog2cted me2tal CO0rNice wWas
removed 1T recent vears (#1447, The Teotle-Campbell Ory Goods
ZamPany building, erected in 17868, is more reskrained than  irs
contempararies, with G narrow cornice  and  sparse  uce  ofF
arokitectural terra cottea, The recessed 2ntry,however, i3 o rich
gxuberant display of the poessibilities ¢of architectural cerra
co2tra [¥13%93,

RAILRCOAL RELATED BUILDINGS

Ia o4 2iry 3Uch Q3 St,Joseph whilh Owes hev growrh and vitaliky 3
the existence «32 the railroad one woculd expect ] number (32
lated buildings (0 survive whosa sSpecifil pPUrpPODsSe wWas dirackly
ssegoiagted with the railroad, Unrortunately, many bhave been 1oz,
in ER2 SuUrvey ar2n are two buildings whds2 pPUrpose wWAas raitlraad
related, The First and most notable is the impressive Freight



Ghipping hOue® of the Rock [sland Railroad (#1253, erected in

i7@T., The tWwo story office has vaguely Neo-2lassical

cvertones, while the 1long and low shipping bays which extend ¢to

i 32%- rRear are strictrly urilitarian, The s2congd building is th2

tec-Classical styled office building Gf the Union  Pacific

ﬁﬂlkraﬂd; bii1lt 2 15@& [HZB]. Unforrtunarsely, thars have gpea2n

ToSdETT changecs To the building, and G choice of [
T

arokiEaotural stona kas l12ft th2 Srnam2antal enery deraricoratad,

Twarsa arg five SUrYivYing ohUurbohk23 10 RS survay area, a1l Sra

iMECGEIing Gnhid Wwell erxecuted G befitted "doWneown' Churches built
fom  affiusnt COongregatrions, Jnly one datres o the nineraanth
cencury, Aowever, Shrise Erpiscoeal Church CHYID. WOGS built it
LETT in A Bridk Gorkic Revival style customary o the  period

THE 1329 Firet Methodist-Episcorpal Church [H2AY and the ca, 19258
Tion Ewang2lical  Churck [HZ8] are kighk  Sualiky,  but  2xpected
gromTles oF twentieth century interpretacion of the Gothic
Fevaiwal Sktyle, Thea 1917 First IhTistion 13 4 w2ll design2d  ang
TiChlY cronamental MNeo-Classical building, GF considerable more
1inE2rest i3 th2 First Preskbyterian Jhurch, sSra2cted in 1989, and
decigned by the locally prominent architecte, Edmond J, Eckel, The
f~22 w32 0OFf 21435%51cal order and ornama2nt oOn rRe2  recrtangulor
tonotuarTy i85 belied by the highly eclectic €pire gositicned above
k2 main  padimented  entTy, Th2 styla 15 Teminiscan:  Sf rh
crnglich Barogue style as designed by Nicholas Hawksmoor,
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Thara ara very 2w r2sidentidl SErscbuUra2s SUurviving in the2 survay
Grea, Though the entire ared surveyed was once praimarily
c2s31g2ntial in thRa pre Civil Yar years, subsaquent developman:
arnid the spread orf the commercial zane cwallowed Up the

ra2s3idantial pockers over the vyears, ¢ne pre-Civil War house, [

WG stoTy Greek Revival dwelling has mancged <o SUTVIVE, though

With substankial chang2--This 13 *he 2arliest sirucrura Of any

HiTig £€C survive Wwith any integrity in the central gueineces
>

a2side tha2 3ingle house described above, there ar2 only nQ Faw
eclated survavals of residential free standing housing [&29 for
2amplel, though there are sev2ral large multi story brick
apartment buildings within the survey area [see HSGT, HI7, K713,

Q

REZCOMENDARTIONS HBASED ON  THE SURVEY RS 70 NATIOSNAL REGIGTE

TrEre are no derinitive Ccoherent districts which would gualify in
the strictiet sencse for the National Register of Historic
Floaces-- The contributing buildings are far k00 scQtterad, Thares
are twe Poﬁﬁible approaches to appropriate recognitcicn, however,
Tre fFirTs: ould be a Multiple FE2s0ursce NoOmingrioan, whichk oould be
written in SUCh O WaY 0% t0 include the upper strata of builidings
Wik groupPp and indivigdual significance, The rarionale o2r conEax:



may b2 w2ll e3tablished given the relakrive hoamogeneity oOf tha
Architecrural groupings within th2 zone2 of the fen:tral Businass
fistrice, A &second possibility would be tC recognize the
pvararching significance of the warehouse buildings., which hRave
been Socknowledged s being the singzgle building category Which
mzahkt  be incorporared within a TrhemQaric Nominatrion t0 the
wational Register,





