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Un i ted  States Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r  
Nat iona l  Park Serv ice 

Nat ional  Register  of H i  s t o r i  c  Places 
Reg is t ra t i on  Form 

I .  Name o f  Proper tv  

h i s t o r i c  name U r s u l i n e  Academy-Arcadia Col lege H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

o the r  names/si t e  number Arcadia Col leqe 

s t r e e t  & number Main and Maple S t r e e t s  [N/AI n o t  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  

c i t y  o r  town Arcadi a  [N/Al v i c i n i t y  

s t a t e  Missour i  code J& county I r o n  code 093 z i p  code 63621 

3. S ta te / tede ra l  Aqencv C e r t i f i c a t i o n  

As  t h e  designated a u t h o r i t y  under t h e  Na t i ona l  H i s t o r i c  P rese rva t i on  Act ,  as amended. I hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  
[ x ]  nominat ion [ 1 request  f o r  de te rm ina t i on  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  meets t he  documentation standards f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  
p ~ o p e ~ t i e s  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Reg is te r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places and meets t h e  procedural  and p ro fess iona l  requirements 
set f o r t h  i n  36 CFR Par t  60. I n  my op in i on ,  t he  p r o p e r t y  I X  I meets [ I does n o t  meet t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  
c r i t e r i a .  I recommend t h a t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  be cons idered  s i g n i f i c a n t  [ 1 n a t i o n a l l y  [ I s ta tewide  [ x ]  l o c a l l y .  
( See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s  

a% 
Signature  o f  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l / T i t l e  C l a i r e  F.  Blackwell/Deputy SHPB 

f f c r  
Date 

Missour i  Department o f  Natura l  Resources 
S t a t e  o r  Federal agency and bureau 

In my op in ion ,  t he  p rope r t y  [ I meets [ I does n o t  meet t h e  Nat iona l  Reg is te r  c r i t e r i a  
( See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  comments [ I . )  

Signature  o f  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l / T i t l e  Date 

S t a t e  o r  Federal agency and bureau 

4. Na t i ona l  Park Serv ice  C e r t i t i c a t i o n  

I hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  p rope r t y  i s :  S ignature o f  t h e  Keeper Date 

[ 1 entered i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Reg is te r .  
See con t i nua t i on  sheet [ 1 .  

[ ] determined e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
Nat iona l  Reg is te r .  

See con t i nua t i on  sheet [ 1 .  
[ I determined not  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  

Nat iona l  Reg is te r .  
I 1 removed from the  Nat iona l  . . 

Reg is te r .  
[ I other ,  ( e x p l a i n : )  

See con t i nua t i on  sheet [ 1 .  - - - - - - - . - - -- 



">"., . , , ,,, , " , ,  , , , , , , ,  

U r s u l i n e  Academy-~rcadia Co l l ege  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
I r o n  County, Missour i  

Ownership o f  Proper ty  

[ x ]  p r i v a t e  
[ ] p u b l i c - l o c a l  
[ ]  pub l i c -S ta te  
[ ] publ ic-Federal  

Category o f  Proper ty  

[ 1 b u i l d i n g ( s )  
[ x ]  d i s t r i c t  
[ I s i t e  
[ ] s t r u c t u r e  
[ 1 o b j e c t  

Name o f  r e l a t e d  m u l t i p l e  p r o p e r t y  
l i s t i n g .  

Number o f  Resources w i t h i n  Property  
Cont r ibu t ing  Noncont r ibu t ing  

9 1 b u i l d i n g s  

0 0 s i t e s  

4  0 s t r u c t u r e s  

1 0 ob jec ts  

14 1  Tota l  

Number of c o n t r i b u t i n g  resources 
p rev ious l y  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  
Register .  

6 .  I -unct ion o r  Use 

H i s t o r i c  Funct ions Current  Funct ions 

EDUCATION/colleqe 
EDUCATIONIeducation related housing 
RELIGION/relisious f a c i l i t y  
RELIGION/church r e l a t e d  res idence  

DOMESTIC/si nq le  dwel l  i nq 
VACANT/NOT I N  USE 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  M a t e r i a l s  

LATE VICTORIAN/Romanesque 

TUDOR REVIVAL 

foundation Concrete 

w a l l  s  B r i c k  
T i n  

roof  S l a t e  

o ther  Limestone 

See con t i nua t i on  sheet 1x1. 
N a r r a t i v e  Desc r ip t i on  

See con t i nua t i on  sheet 1x1. 



USOI/NPS N R H P  ~ e g l s t r a t  inn l n r m  

Ursul ine Academy-Arcadia College H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
I r on  County, Missouri 

Page 3 

B.Statement o f  S iqn i t icance 

~ p p l i c a b l e  National Register C r i t e r i a  Areas o f  Signi f icance 

[.I A Proper ty  1 s  assoc>ated  w l t h  events t h a t  have 
ARCHITECTURE 

made a s l p o l f ~ c a n t  c o n t r ~ b u t l o n  t o  t h e  broad EDUCATION 
p a t t e r n s  of our h > s t o r y  

- 

[ ] B property  i s  a s s o c ~ a t e d  w ~ t h  t h e  lives o f  
persons s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  our p a s t .  

[ x ]  C Proper ty  embodies t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  
Period o f  Signi f icance 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a type,  p e r i o d ,  o r  method o f  
c o n ~ t r u c t i o n  o r  represents  t h e  work o f  a master, o r  

1889-1 948 

possesses h i ph  a r t i s t i c  values,  o r  represents  a 
~ < g n i f i c a n c  and d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  e n t i t y  whose 
components l a c k  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  

S i gn i f i can t  Dates 
[ 1 D Proper ty  has y i e l ded ,  or i s  l i k e l y  t o  y i e l d .  
in fo rmat ion  important  i n  p r e h i s t o r y  o r  h i s t o r y .  

N /A 

C r i t e r i a  Considerations 

Property i s :  S ign i f i can t  Person(s) 
N/A 

[x] A owoed by a r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  or used f o r  
r e1  i g i  ous purposes. 

[ ] B removed from i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n .  Cu l tura l  A f f i l i a t i o n  

[ ] C a b i r t h p l a c e  o r  grave .  
N/A 

[ I D a cemetery. 
Archi tect /Bui lder 

[ 1 E a recons t ruc ted  b u i l d i n g ,  o b j e c t ,  or 
s t r u c t u r e .  Imbs. Thomas F./ 

[ 1 F a commemorative p r o p e r t y .  Buckev, Georqe A .  

[ ) G l ess  than 50 years  o f  ape o r  achieved 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  w i t h i n  t he  pas t  50 years .  

Narra,tiv,e State ent o f  S ign i f icance 
See cont~nuation sheet [ x r  

9. Maior B i b l i o q r a ~ h i c  Reterences 

B i  b l  i ograph 
See continuation s6e t  1x1. 

Previous documentation on f i l e  (NPS): Primary l oca t i on  of add i t iona l  data: 

6 1 prel i l inary deter~inat ion of individual l i s t i n g  (36 QR 67) has [ xl State Historic Preservation Office 
een requested 

[ I Other State ligency 
I  previously l is ted i n  the National Register 

[ I  Federal kgency 
[ I previously determined el ig ib le by the National Register 

I 1 Local Government 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 

I I University $ I  recorded by Historic linerican Buildings Survey 
I xl Other: 

1 I  recorded by Historic h r i c a n  Engineering Record 
- -~ ~ ~ ~ -~~ ~ -. ~ ~ 

Name o f  r e p o s i t o r y :  
Ursul ine A rch i v -  C r y s t a l  C i t x ,  MO 



uSOI/NPS NRHP R e g l s t r a t l o n  Form 

Ursu l i ne  Academy-Arcadia Co l lege H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
I r o n  County, Missour i  

Page 4 

~O.Geosraphica1 Data 

Acreage of Proper ty  - - - 25 acres - 

UTM References 

1 .  Zone East i  ng Northing 

15 709325 41 62200 

2 .  Zone East ing Northing 

15 709435 41 62145 

3.  Zone East ing Northinp 4 .  Zone East ing Northing 

15 709420 4162100 15 709495 41 62070 
[ XI See con t i nua t i on  sheet 

Verbal Boundary Desc r ip t i on  
(Describe the boundarles of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared BY 

name/ t i t l e  Debbie Sheal s 

o rgan iza t i on  Preserva t ion  Consul tant  da te  March 16. 1998 

s t r e e t  & number 406 West Broadway telephone 573-874-3779 

c i t y  o r  town Columbia s t a t e  Missour i  z i p  code 65203 

A d d i t i o n a l  Documentation 
Submit t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i tems w i t h  t h e  completed form: 

Cont inuat ion  Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS nap (7 .5  o r  15 minute s e r i e s )  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  l o c a t i o n .  

A Sketch map f o r  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s  and p r o p e r t i e s  having l a r g e  acreage o r  numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representat ive b lack  and w h i t e  photographs of t h e  Property 

Add i t i ona l  I tems 
(Check w i t h  the  SHPO o r  FOP f o r  any a d d i t i o n a l  i tems) 

P r o ~ e r t v  Owners 
C ~ p l e t e  this i t en  at the request of SHW or FOP.) 

name Lawrence Gwaltnev ( A l l  except Laundry and Car r iase  Shed.) 

s t r e e t  & number P. 0 .  Box 458 telephone 573-431-6800 

c i t y  o r  town Bonne Ter re  s t a t e  MO z i p  code 63628 

name Thomas and Marqo Crowel l  (Laundry and Carr iaqe Shed.) 
s t r e e t  & number R t .  1 Box 598 telephone 573-546-6511 
c i t y  o r  town Arcadia . s t a t e  MO -. z i p  c o d e  63621 
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
N a t i o n a l  Park Serv ice  

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i  s t o r i  c P laces  
C o n t i  n u a t i  on Sheet 

Sec t i on  number 7- Page 1  
U r s u l  i n e  Academy-Arcadia Col l e g e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

I r o n  County, M i s s o u r i  

7. M a t e r i  a1 s, cont inued.  

f ounda t i on  Limestone 
B r i c k  
G r a n i t e  

r o o f  Metal  
Asphal t  
Tar 

N a r r a t i v e  Desc r i p t i on .  

Summary: The U r s u l i n e  Academy o f  Arcad ia  occupies a  l e v e l  a rea  near t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Main and Maple S t r e e t s  i n  Arcad ia ,  I r o n  County, M issou r i  . 
The grounds f e a t u r e  mature t r e e s ,  s tone r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s ,  and a  number o f  
smal l  ornamental s t r u c t u r e s  and fences,  a l s o  of s tone.  There a r e  
approx imate ly  25 acres o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  boundar ies ,  as w e l l  as 9 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  4  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and one c o n t r i b u t i n g  
o b j e c t .  Cons t ruc t i on  da tes  range f rom 1888 t o  1930. 

F i v e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  1  i n k e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  l a r g e  U-shaped complex. 
The "U" i s  anchored on one end by a  l a r g e  b r i c k  chapel ,  which was b u i l t  i n  
1909. There i s  a  t h r e e  s t o r y ,  T-shaped a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  nex t  t o  i t  
which da tes  t o  1918. The f o u r  s t o r y  c lassroom and d i n i n g  h a l l  sou th  o f  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  i n  1914. A  t h r e e  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  west o f  
t h e  d i n i n g  h a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1922 f o r  t h e  use o f  t h e  nuns who 
opera ted  t h e  Academy. A  l a r g e  two s t o r y  res idence  west o f  t h e  s i s t e r s '  
b u i l d i n g  served as t h e  p r i e s t s '  house f o r  most o f  i t s  h i s t o r y ;  i t  was b u i l t  
ca .  1902. 

Freestanding b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  l aund ry  b u i l d i n g  
sou th  o f  t h e  "U" and a  one s t o r y  frame c a r r i a g e  shed west o f  t h e  l aund ry .  
The l aund ry  was e rec ted  i n  1889, and t h e  c a r r i a g e  shed da tes  t o  1907. The 
newest c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  gymnasium, which s i t s  
j u s t  nor thwest  o f  t h e  chape l ;  i t  was b u i l t  i n  1930. The s m a l l e s t  b u i l d i n g  
i s  a  g r a n i t e  spr inghouse,  wh ich  was b u i l t  west o f  t h e  "U" i n  1910. (See 
F i g u r e  One, S i t e  P lan . )  C o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e  a  s tone  g r o t t o ,  a  
s tone  b r i d g e  and i s l a n d  i n  a  man-made l a k e  near t h e  s p r i n g  house, and s tone 
ga tepos ts  a t  bo th  en t rances .  A l a r g e  s tone bench and p l a n t e r  near t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  o b j e c t .  A  sma l l  b r i c k  p o u l t r y  
b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  south end o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  which dates t o  1951 i s  t h e  o n l y  
n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g  resource  o f  any k i n d .  None of t h e  resources i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  have seen any s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  l a s t  50 years ,  and 
t h e  campus i n  general  e x h i b i t s  a  very  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  i n t e g r i t y  o f  des ign ,  
m a t e r i a l s ,  s e t t i n g ,  a s s o c i a t i o n  and cra f tsmanship .  
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OM8 App rova l  N o .  1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e  

N a t i  ona l  Regi s t e r  o f  H i  s t o r i  c P1  aces 
Cont i n u a t i  on Sheet  

s e c t i o n  number 7 Page 2 
U r s u l  i ne Academy-Arcadi a  C o l l e g e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

I r o n  County. M i s s o u r i  

F i g u r e  One. S i t e  P l a n  D e t a i l .  Based on a  1998 survey map o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
(See F i g u r e  Four ,  S e c t i o n  10,  p .  4 1 ,  f o r  complete boundar ies . )  



NPS F o r m  1 0 - 9 0 0 - 6  
( 8 - 8 6 )  

OM8 A p p r o v a l  N o .  1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  

U n i t e d  S ta tes  Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
Na t i ona l  Park S e r v i c e  

N a t i o n a l  Regi s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P I  aces 
C o n t i  n u a t i  on Sheet  

Sec t i on  number _7__ Page 3 
U r s u l  i ne Academy-Arcadia Co l l ege  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

I r o n  County, M i s s o u r i  

E labo ra t i on :  The b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  U r s u l i n e  Academy o f  Arcad ia  a r e  n e s t l e d  
among l a r g e  t r e e s ,  w ind ing  walkways, and open lawns. The n e a r l y  t e n  ac res  
o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  boundar ies  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o r e  o f  a  campus t h a t  
has been i n  use s i n c e  t h e  l a n d  was Method is t  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  mid-1800s. 
The campus i s  f l a n k e d  by Main S t r e e t  and t h e  p resen t  Highway 21. Main 
S t r e e t  f o l l o w s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e  o f  Highway 21, which was t h e  p r imary  
roadway th rough  t h e  a rea  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Highway 21 has 
been re rou ted  t o  r u n  a long  t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  nex t  t o  t h e  
t r a c k s  o f  t h e  M issou r i  P a c i f i c  r a i  1  road  ( o r i g i n a l  1  y  t h e  I r o n  Mountain 
l i n e . )  The r a i l r o a d  r i gh t -o f -way  f u n c t i o n e d  as an e a r l y  eas te rn  border  t o  
t h e  campus; t h e  new highway serves t h a t  f u n c t i o n  today .  There a r e  open 
f i e l d s  south o f  t h e  campus, and a modern hous ing development t o  t h e  
no r theas t ,  a t  t h e  sou thern  co rne r  o f  Main and Maple S t r e e t s .  A smal l  
cemetery j u s t  eas t  o f  t h e  Maple S t r e e t  en t rance  i s  no longer  p a r t  o f  t h e  
school  grounds, and n e i t h e r  i t  nor  t h e  hous ing development p r o p e r t y  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  boundar ies .  The d i s t r i c t  today i n c l u d e s  a1 1  
o f  t h e  l a n d  and b u i l d i n g s  c u r r e n t l y  assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  campus. 

There a r e  two formal  ent rances t o  t h e  Academy, b o t h  o f  which a r e  
marked by s tone ga tepos ts  which l e a d  t o  t r e e - l i n e d  lanes.  The en t rance  o f f  
o f  Main S t r e e t  has t a l l  ga tepos ts  o f  squared r e d  g r a n i t e  b locks ,  s e t  i n  an 
a s h l a r  p a t t e r n .  They were b u i l t  i n  1922. The l a r g e  openings a top  t h e  
main p o s t s  have i n s e t  e l e c t r i c a l  f i x t u r e s  t h a t  appear t o  be o r i g i n a l  . 
Po l i shed  g r a n i t e  pane ls  s e t  i n t o  t h e  p o s t s  c a r r y  t h e  two h i s t o r i c a l  names 
o f  t h e  school :  "URSULINE ACADEMY" on t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o s t ,  and "ARCADIA 
COLLEGE" on t h e  o t h e r .  The Main S t r e e t  ga tepos ts  a r e  counted as a  s i n g l e  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  

The most e l a b o r a t e  entranceway i s  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  grounds, 
o f f  o f  Maple S t r e e t .  A l though t h e  narrow en t rance  l a n e  t h e r e  has been i n  
use s i n c e  t h e  mid-1800s, t h e  ga tepos ts  now i n  p l a c e  were n o t  i n s t a l l e d  
u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1900s. They a r e  b u i l t  o f  n a t i v e  r e d  g r a n i t e  rubb le ,  and 
a r e  ve ry  s i m i l a r  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  spr inghouse on t h e  grounds, which 
was b u i l t  ca.  1910. They have t h u s  been ass igned a c o n s t r u c t i o n  da te  o f  
ca.  1910, and a r e  counted as a  s i n g l e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  

The gatepost  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e  curved  f l a n k i n g  w a l l s ,  i n t o  which a r e  
Set two smal l  sw ing ing  p e d e s t r i a n  gates.  The gateway on t h e  eas t  passes 
beneath a  s tone archway; t h e  one on t h e  west  f e a t u r e s  a  smal l  gatehouse 
which i s  topped w i t h  a  r e d  t i l e  gab le  r o o f  w i t h  exposed ornamental r a f t e r s .  
The roo f  o f  t h e  gatehouse was l a r g e l y  r e b u i l t  ca.  1992 due t o  severe 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members. There a r e  i n s e t  concre te  s i g n s  i n  
t h e  p o s t s  nex t  t o  t h e  p e d e s t r i a n  gates which c a r r y  t h e  same names found on 
t h e  o t h e r  en t rance  ga tepos ts .  The main entranceway a l s o  s p o r t s  matching 
g r a n i t e  r u b b l e  cu rbs  and two s e t s  of fences which c o n s i s t  of g r a n i t e  r u b b l e  
bases w i t h  broad square p o s t s  and p i p e  r a i l s .  One s e t  o f  fences runs  a long  

"Local  B r e v i t i e s , "  I r o n  County Rsq i s te r ,  5 - 2 5 - 1 9 2 2 ,  p .  5 
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Maple S t ree t ,  t he  other  f l anks  t he  entrance lane halfway t o  t he  main b lock 
o f  b u i l d i n g s .  (The fence along Maple t h a t  i s  east o f  the  gates i s  ou t  of 
t he  d i s t r i c t  boundaries.) A s impler  p ipe  fence on a  stone base cont inues 
t o  t he  end o f  the lane. 

The lane leads t o  t he  f r o n t ,  o r  most nor thern,  p a r t  o f  t he  school 
grounds, and opens t o  a  g  assy common area t h a t  was landscaped as p a r t  of a  
b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  i n  1917.' The n o r t h  e l eva t i on  of the  main b lock  of 
b u i l d i n g s  faces the  lane and f r o n t  lawn; t he  gymnasium i s  on t he  western 
edge o f  t he  lawn, and a  l a rge  stone bench and p lan te r  i s  se t  beneath l a rge  
t r ees  t o  the  east.  The bench, which i s  approximately 40 f e e t  long, i s  
const ruc ted o f  g ran i t e  rubb le  and poured concrete, and has l a rge  concrete 
and g r a n i t e  urns on each end. A low stone wa l l  i n  the  center o f  t he  bench 
has an i n s e t  s ign  which reads "SOW TODAY THE SEED THAT WILL R I P E N  TO A 
GOLDEN HARVEST." I t  has been assumed t h a t  t he  bench was i n s t a l l e d  when t he  
area was landscaped ca. 1917; i t  i s  counted as a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  ob jec t .  

The Gymnasium, which was b u i l t  i n  1930, i s  the  newest b u i l d i n g  i n  t he  
d i s t r i c t .  I t  s i t s  lower than t h e  main lawn; a  g ran i t e  rubble r e t a i n i n g  
w a l l  runs along the  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  mark the  change i n  e leva t ion .  
The Gymnasium i s  a  long narrow b u i l d i n g  w i t h  Romanesque Revival  
ornamentation. The f r o n t  and rea r  p o r t i o n s  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  are  th ree  
s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  w i t h  s ide  f ac i ng  gable r oo f s .  The gable ends have low 
parapet w a l l s  which are stepped a t  t he  corners.  The cen t ra l  p o r t i o n  of t he  
b u i l d i n g  contains the  ac tua l  gymnasium; i t  i s  a  t a l l  s i ng l e  s t o r y  w i t h  
b r i c k  w a l l s  and a  curved r o o f .  The gable roo fs  are covered w i t h  asbestos 
shingles,  and the  gym roof i s  topped w i t h  sanding seam metal r oo f i ng .  The 
f r o n t  and rear  pa r t s  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  have small,  narrow, double hung 
windows which are grouped i n  se t s  o f  two and fou r .  The gymnasium p o r t i o n  
has l a rge  i n d u s t r i a l  metal windows. 

The facade i s  symmetr ica l ly  arranged. Wide concrete steps lead up t o  
t he  c e n t r a l  entranceway, which cons i s t s  o f  a  se t  o f  double doors topped by 
a  round br ickwork arch. An i n s e t  l imestone panel above the  doorway reads 
"GYMNASIUM." The entrance i s  f lanked by p a i r s  o f  windows which are  topped 
by b r i c k  and l imestone arches s i m i l a r  i n  propor t ion  t o  the  one above the  
doorway. The door arch i s  accented w i t h  l imestone voussoirs;  those above 
t he  windows are o u t l i n e d  w i t h  curved l imestone t r i m .  Limestone i s  a l so  
used f o r  window s i l l s ,  ornamental panels,  and a  b e l t  course a t  t he  f i r s t  
f l o o r  l e v e l .  The overhanging co rn i ce  o f  the  facade i s  ornamented w i t h  
heavy wooden brackets beneath a  square beam which runs the  w id th  of t he  
b u i l d i n g .  

The main entrance leads t o  a  small balcony seat ing area on the  second 
f l o o r ,  and a  classroom on the  t h i r d  f l o o r .  The gymnasium i t s e l f  i s  reached 

"Golden Jub i lee  o f  t he  Ursul  i n e  S i s t e r s , "  (Arcadia,  Missour i ,  1927. 
Souvenir Booklet ,  I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  Society .  ) p. 2 3 .  Here inaf te r  
r e fe r red  t o  as "Golden J u b i l e e . "  
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through a  se t  o f  doors  l o c a t e d  beneath t h e  main s t a i r c a s e ,  a t  t h e  ground 
f l o o r  l e v e l .  (The s idewa lk  i n  f r o n t  o f  those  doors  has "1930" i n s c r i b e d  i n  
i t s  bo rde r . )  The gymnasium i s  a  s i n g l e  open space w i t h  a  sha l low b a r r e l -  
v a u l t e d  c e i l i n g  and pa rque t  wood f l o o r s .  The room i s  l i g h t e d  by massive 
metal w a l l  sconces wh ich  s  i n e  up t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  diamond p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  
l a m e l l a  r o o f  t r u s s  sys tem. '  The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  o f  g l a r e d  ceramic 
b locks .  The b locks  around a  l a r g e  open s tage a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  gym have 
f l o r a l  and o the r  ornamental r e l i e f s ,  and a r e  g lazed  i n  muted c o l o r s .  

The stage occupies t h e  second f l o o r  o f  t h e  back p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ;  
t h e r e  i s  a  c lassroom on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  Small h ipped- roo f  e l l s  on t h e  
back p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n  smal l  entranceways f o r  t h e  stage a rea  and 
classroom above. The ground f l o o r  of t h e  r e a r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a l s o  
ho lds  a  classroom; i t  has a  separate  en t rance  and i s  n o t  access ib le  f rom 
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h e s  o f  t h e  classrooms, l i k e  
those i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  complex, f e a t u r e  s imp le  da rk  r e c t i l i n e a r  woodwork 
and p l a i n  p l a s t e r  w a l l s .  They a r e  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  i n t a c t  and i n  good 
c o n d i t i o n .  

The Romanesque R e v i v a l  s t y l e  chapel o f  t h e  main b l o c k  o f  b u i l d i n g s  
dominates t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  campus. I t  i s  t h e  most o rna te  b u i l d i n g  i n  
t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The chapel  measures approx imate ly  50 f e e t  by 100 f e e t  and i s  
t a l l e r  t han  t h e  t h r e e  s t o r y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  n e x t  t o  i t .  It has r e d  
b r i c k  w a l l s  w i t h  c u t  l imes tone  ornamentat ion,  and s i t s  on a  r a i s e d  
foundat ion  o f  rock- faced l imes tone  b locks .  A  p o l i s h e d  red  g r a n i t e  
corners tone  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  corner  o f  t h e  f ounda t i on  reads "SACELLUM I N  
HON. S. JOSEPH. A.D. 1908." (Cons t ruc t i on  on t h e  b u i l d i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  1907, 
and i t  was ded ica ted  i n  1909.) 

The church has a  s l a t e  r o o f ,  w i t h  r e d  t i l e s  a l o n g  t h e  r i d g e l i n e  and 
ornamental copper f i n i a l s  i n  seve ra l  l o c a t i o n s .  The b e l l  tower i s  a l s o  o f  
copper, w i t h  s l a t e  t i l e s .  I t  i s  topped w i t h  an o r b  and c ross  which a r e  
covered w i t h  g o l d  l e a f .  The church has a  symmetr ical  facade, w i t h  a  
c e n t r a l  ent rance f l a n k e d  by h i g h  round-arched s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows. A  
massive rose window i s  s e t  h i g h  i n  t h e  w a l l  above t h e  doorway. A l l  windows 
and doors o f  t h e  chapel  a r e  topped w i t h  round arches,  and a  matching arched 
c o r b e l  t a b l e  runs a long  t h e  c o r n i c e s  o f  t h e  main r o o f .  

The chapel has a  t r a d i t i o n a l  c r u c i f o r m  f l o o r p l a n .  The apse and 
t r a n s e p t s  have po lygona l  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  and r o o f s ,  which s i t  l ower  t han  t h e  
roof  over  t h e  main a i s l e .  Simple r e c t a n g u l a r  rooms o f f  t h e  apse a re  a l s o  
lower than  t h e  main p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and topped by hipped r o o f s .  The 
f a r  end o f  t h e  apse r o o f  i s  topped w i t h  a  s tone c ross ,  and t h e r e  a re  l a r g e  
brass f i n i a l s  a top  t h e  t r a n s e p t  r o o f s .  

Al though t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  chapel was modernized i n  t he  e a r l y  1960s, 
t h e  bas i c  i n t e r i o r  spaces a r e  i n t a c t .  The s i d e  a i s l e s  and t r a n s e p t s  a r e  
lower than  t h e  nave and apse, and a l l  f e a t u r e  d e l i c a t e  g r o i n  v a u l t i n g .  

See i t e m  8 f o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  Lamella t r u s s  system. 
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De l i ca te  columns support t he  arcade t h a t  separates the  nave and t ransept  
from the  s ide  a i s l e s .  (The balcony t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  topped the  s ide  a i s l e s  
was removed dur ing  t he  remodeling p r o j e c t . )  The cho i r  l o f t  over t he  f r o n t  
entrance remains i n  p lace and i s  l i t t l e  changed. The o r i g i n a l  s ta ined 
g lass  windows are a l so  i n t a c t  and i n  good cond i t i on .  

The Admin is t ra t ion  B u i l d i n g  i s  a  Jacobethan Revival s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  
which s i t s  j u s t  east o f  t he  Chapel. I t  completes the  f r o n t  e leva t ion  of 
t he  main b u i l d i n g  complex, and forms one corner o f  the  U. I t  i s  roughly T- 
shaped, th ree s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  w i t h  red  b r i c k  wa l l s  and s l a t e  covered gable 
r oo f s .  The f r o n t  wing o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  i s  attached t o  the  east wa l l  o f  t he  
chapel and faces nor th-nor theast  t o  t he  open lawn. The east wing i s  
p a r a l l e l  t o  the  f r o n t  lane,  and extends i n t o  the  lawn t o  l i n e  up w i t h  t he  
f r o n t  o f  the  chapel. The b u i l d i n g  has a  low foundat ion o f  poured concrete; 
a  red g ran i t e  datestone se t  i n t o  i t s  east  corner reads "ANN0 D O M I N I  
M C M X V I I I . "  

The windows o f  both wings are grouped i n  broad sets o f  three.  Those 
on t he  t h i r d  f l o o r s  are topped w i t h  shal low segmental arches; the  lower 
window groups have f l a t  tops.  Cut l imestone i s  used f o r  such th ings  as 
r oo f  and window accents, b e l t  courses, and t he  door surround f o r  the  formal 
entranceway. The entranceway, which i s  centered i n  t he  f r o n t  wing o f  t he  
b u i l d i n g ,  i s  topped w i t h  an open t r i a n g u l a r  pediment supported by un f lu ted  
l imestone columns. Large d e n t i l s  ornament t he  pediment, and t he  f r on t  
doors are topped w i t h  an e l l i p t i c a l  arched window. A small bay above t he  
entrance extends up above t he  roo f  l i n e ;  i t  i s  topped w i t h  a  curved parapet 
wa l l  and a  1  imestone cross. 

The nor th  wa l l  o f  t he  s ide  wing, which faces the  f r o n t  lawn, has a  
p ro t rud ing  bay w i t h  t h ree  a r t  g lass  windows a t  the  second f l o o r .  The bay 
i s  supported by l imestone brackets and ornamented w i t h  pat terned br ickwork 
and an i n s e t  l imestone cross.  A l imestone f i n i a l  tops t he  parapet wa l l  of 
t he  f r o n t - f a c i n g  gable r o o f .  The window and ornamental d e t a i l s  o f  the  east 
e l eva t i on  m i r r o r  those o f  t h e  facade; t h e r e  are no doorways on t h a t  p a r t  of 
t he  b u i l d i n g .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  has seen few a l t e r a t i o n s .  Most i n t e r i o r  
woodwork and p l a s t e r  remain i n  p lace and l i t t l e  changed, and a l l  o r  most 
o r i  g i  na l  wa l l  p a r t i t i o n s  are  i n t a c t  . (Some bu i  1  t-i n  bookcases were removed 
fo r  an e a r l y  1990s auct ion . )  Ground f l o o r  rooms inc lude a  l a rge  study 
h a l l ,  t h e  school l i b r a r y ,  and var ious  classrooms. The upper f l o o r s  were 
used f o r  student quar ters ,  w i t h  a  m i x tu re  o f  dormitory and p r i v a t e  rooms. 
The admin is t ra t i on  b u i l d i n g  a l so  con ta ins  one o f  the  most impressive of t he  
h i s t o r i c  i n t e r i o r  spaces, the  audi tor ium. The audi tor ium i s  located i n  t he  
upper two f l o o r s  o f  t he  east wing. It has a  gen t l y  s lop ing ba r re l  vau l ted  
c e i l i n g  t h a t  i s  tucked beneath the  r o o f  r a f t e r s  and a  small rear  balcony. 
The wide formal stage i s  f lanked by heavy Dor ic  columns. The room i s  
l i g h t e d  by heavy metal chandel iers and two-story t a l l  banks o f  windows. 

The la rges t  b u i l d i n g  o f  the  complex i s  the  Din ing H a l l ,  which i s  
at tached t o  the southern end o f  the  Admin is t ra t ion  Bu i l d i ng .  The Din ing  
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H a l l  was b u i l t  i n  1914, and was o r i g i n a l l y  l i n k e d  t o  an 1870s b u i l d i n g  
which occupied t h e  c u r r e n t  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g .  The 
main p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  measures 111 f e e t  by  39 f e e t .  It i s  f o u r  s t o r i e s  
t a l l ,  w i t h  r e d  b r i c k  w a l l s  and a  h ipped  r o o f .  A two s t o r y  r e a r  e l l  t h a t  
was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  u i l d i n g  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  S i s t e r s '  
B u i l d i n g  nex t  door i n  1922.' There  i s  a l s o  an open b r i c k  porch  a long  t h e  
back w a l l  t h a t  was added ca.  1922. 

The formal  ent rance o f  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l  i s  se t  t o  one s i d e  o f  t h e  
facade, which faces rough l y  west .  The en t rance  i s  accented by a  narrow bay 
which extends up beyond t h e  r o o f l i n e .  The bay i s  topped w i t h  a  curved 
f r o n t  parapet  and l imes tone  c ross ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  over  t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g .  A heavy b r i c k  canopy over t h e  en t rance  i s  n o t  
o r i g i n a l ;  i t  was p robab ly  added d u r i n g  a  1922 c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t .  The 
o r i g i n a l  wood windows have 1  imestone s i l l s ,  and t h e r e  i s  a  l imes tone  b e l t  
course a t  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  ground f l o o r  window s i l l s .  The ground f l o o r  
windows o f  t h e  facade a r e  s e t  i n t o  wide groups o f  th ree ;  p a i r e d  double-  
hungs a r e  most commonly used elsewhere.  As w i t h  most o f  t h e  c lassroom 
b u i l d i n g s ,  a l l  windows have s i n g l e  l i g h t  sash. 

The basement and ground f l o o r  rooms o f  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l  c o n t a i n  f ood  
p r e p a r a t i o n  and s e r v i n g  areas, i n c l u d i n g  a  l a r  e  d i n i n g  h a l l  f o r  s tuden ts  
and a  s l i g h t l y  sma l l e r  " S i s t e r s '  D i n i n g  Area."' The upper f l o o r s  a r e  
f i l l e d  mos t l y  w i t h  smal l  rooms (8  f e e t  by  14 f e e t )  which were used as nuns' 
c e l l s ,  p r i v a t e  rooms f o r  s tuden ts ,  and music rooms. Other,  l a r g e r ,  rooms 
i n c l u d e  a  community room, and d o r m i t o r y  rooms. The b u i l d i n g  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  
t h e  o n l y  e l e v a t o r  i n  t h e  complex; i t  i s  o r i g i n a l  and s t i l l  o p e r a t i o n a l .  
The i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h e s  and room l a y o u t s  have seen minimal changes and a r e  
genera l  1  y  i n  good c o n d i t i o n .  

The S i s t e r s '  B u i l d i n g ,  which i s  d i r e c t l y  west o f  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l ,  i s  
t h r e e  s t o r i e s  t a l l .  I t  has r e d  b r i c k  w a l l s ,  a  s i d e  f a c i n g  gab le  roo f ,  and 
a  poured concre te  f ounda t i on .  I t  was b u i l t  i n  1922, and i t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  two s t o r y  r e a r  e l  1  o f  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l .  It i s  approx imate ly  70 
f e e t  w ide and 40 f e e t  deep. The doub le  hung wood windows a l l  have s t r a i g h t  
t o p s  and s tone s i l l s ;  a l l  appear t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The main en t rance  faces 
rough l y  south,  t o  t h e  r e a r  lawn o f  t h e  campus. I t  i s  s h e l t e r e d  by an open 
b r i c k  porch  ornamented w i t h  a sma l l  p o i n t e d  a rch  and i n s e t  c rosses .  The 
door i s  topped by a round a r c h  w i t h  a  l imes tone  keystone.  The roo f  o f  t h e  
porch  serves as a  ba lcony f o r  second f l o o r  rooms. 

The in tended uses f o r  t h e  i n t e r i o r  spaces o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p rogress  

Some of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  drawings f o r  t h e  Admini s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g .  
t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l  and t h e  S i s t e r ' s  B u i l d i n g  have su rv i ved ,  and p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  about o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  

I " A d d i t i o n  t o  Arcad ia  Col l ege . "  C o n s t r u c t i o n  drawings by C o m e s  and Imbs 
A r c h i t e c t s ,  S t .  Lou i s ,  M i s s o u r i ,  March 1913.  
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from semi -pub l i c  a t  t h e  ground f l o o r  t o  p r i v a t e  on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  The 
ground f l o o r  incudes t h e  main k i t c h e n  ( former1 y  o f  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l ) ,  a  
sewing room, a  guest  room, and a  "men's d i n i n g  room," presumably f o r  h i r e d  
hands.6 The second f l o o r  was designed w i t h  a  smal l  p r i v a t e  chapel ,  an 
i n f i r m a r y  and s i c k  rooms, and t h e  Supe r i o r  Bedroom, which opens t o  t h e  
porch ba lcony.  T h i r d  f l o o r  rooms a r e  a1 1  smal l  p r i v a t e  rooms. The p r i v a t e  
rooms a re  a l l  15 ' -9"  deep and between 7 ' - 4 "  and 8 ' - 5 "  wide.  A l l  i n t e r i o r  
rooms and f i n i s h e s  a r e  l i t t l e  changed and i n  good c o n d i t i o n .  

The southwesternmost b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  main "U" i s  t h e  P r i e s t s '  House, 
which was b u i l t  ca .  1902.' The r e c t o r y  i s  two and one h a l f  s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  
w i t h  a  n e a r l y  square p l a n  and t r u n c a t e d  h i p  r o o f .  I t  measures rough ly  50 
f e e t  on each s i d e .  A  two s t o r y  b r i c k  g a l l e r y  spans t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  w a l l  
o f  t h e  house, which f a c e s  west ,  toward  t h e  Main S t r e e t  ent rance l ane .  The 
g a l l e r y  was added as p a r t  o f  a  1922 b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  t h a t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  b r i c k  veneer t o  t h e  house, which has a  f rame s t r u c t u r a l  system. 
The house has double-hung wood windows which a r e  topped w i t h  b r i c k  s o l d i e r  
arches and l imes tone  keystones.  A smal l  s i d e  en t rance  on t h e  south  
e l e v a t i o n  and a  doub le  door  on t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  a re  b o t h  s h e l t e r e d  by sha l l ow  
gab led hoods suppor ted by  t r i a n g u l a r  b racke t s .  The double  door on t h e  
n o r t h ,  which i s  a lmost  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e  t h e  r e a r  en t rance  t o  t h e  chapel ,  
p rov ided  t h e  p r i e s t s  w i t h  t h e  most d i r e c t  access t o  t h a t  b u i l d i n g .  The 
i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h e s  o f  t h e  house a r e  i n  good c o n d i t i o n ,  and l i t t l e  changed. 

The g a l l e r y  o f  t h e  P r i e s t s '  House ove r l ooks  an a rea  known t o  e a r l y  
Academy s tudents  as " t h e  g rove . "  The grove i s  a  wooded area south  o f  t h e  
gymnasium and west o f  t h e  Chapel and r e c t o r y .  I t  f e a t u r e s  a  smal l  man-made 
l a k e  and i s l a n d ,  an e l a b o r a t e  s tone  g r o t t o ,  and a  g r a n i t e  r u b b l e  
spr inghouse.  Access t o  t h e  i s l a n d  i s  p rov ided  by a  poured concre te  and 
g r a n i t e  r ubb le  b r i d g e .  The i s l a n d  i t s e l f  i s  surrounded by a  h i g h  matching 
s tone  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l ,  i n t o  wh ich  i s  b u i l t  a  c i r c u l a r  bench. The l a k e  and 
i s l a n d  have been on t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  over  a  cen tu ry ;  t h e  b r i d g e  and bench 
d a t e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  1900s. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  methods used f o r  t h e  b r i d g e  
and bench a re  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  bench on t h e  f r o n t  lawn, and i t  has 
been assumed t h a t  t h e  b r i d g e  was a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e  1917 landscaping p r o j e c t .  

"Drawings o f  A d d i t i o n  t o  A rcad ia  Col lege, "  Thomas F. Imbs, A r c h i t e c t ,  S t .  
Lou is ,  MO, n .d .  

' The house appears on t h e  1908 Sanborn map o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  bu t  n o t  t h e  1900 
one. H i s t o r i c a l  accounts  ment ion a  Father  T i n t r u p  l i v i n g  t h e r e  i n  1903; 
hence t h e  assigned c o n s t r u c t i o n  da te  o f  ca .  1902. 

Photos taken be fo re  1908 show a  s imp le  frame b r i d g e  and l e s s  b u i l t - u p  
i s l a n d .  "Arcadi  a  Col 1  ege and U rsu l  i ne Academy f o r  Young Ladies,  " Arcad i  a ,  
M i s s o u r i .  (Undated c o l l e g e  ca ta logue ,  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie t y  o f  M i s s o u r i ,  
Columbia, M O . )  
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The b r i d g e  and i s l a n d  bench have t h e r e f o r e  been assigned a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
da te  o f  ca. 1917; t h e y  a r e  counted as a  s i n g l e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  

There i s  a  s tone g r o t t o  j u s t  southwest of t h e  b r i d g e .  The g r o t t o  was 
b u i l t  i n  two p a r t s .  The o l d e s t  p a r t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  low semi-spher ica l  
s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  has an arched n i c h e  c o n t a i n i n g  a  s t a t u e  o f  S t .  Bernadet te .  
That p a r t  o f  t h e  g r o t t o  was b u i l t  sometime b e f o r e  1902. The g r o t t o  was 
expanded around 1910, w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  s t a t u e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n  Mary.g 
The second s t a t u e  s i t s  upon a  h i g h  rounded rock  base, and i s  s h e l t e r e d  by 
an open stonework a rch .  

The spr inghouse i s  j u s t  southeast  of t h e  g r o t t o .  I t  i s  a  smal l ,  one 
s t o r y  rec tangu la r  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  b e l l c a s t  h ipped r o o f .  H a l f  o f  t h e  area 
beneath t h e  r o o f  i s  an open porch, suppor ted by a  s tone  arcade and squared 
p o s t s .  A s e t  o f  s teps  on t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  t h e  porch l eads  down t o  t h e  
s p r i n g  o u t l e t .  The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  around t h e  s p r i n g  o u t l e t  r e t a i n  t r a c e s  
o f  a  smal l  mural o r  f r e s c o ,  which i s  p a i n t e d  i n  b lues  and greens and 
p o r t r a y s  aqua t i c  s u b j e c t s .  The o t h e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  has sha l low 
concre te  t roughs  th rough  which t h e  s p r i n g  water  runs.  (The t roughs  were 
used t o  keep d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  and o t h e r  p e r i s h a b l e s  c o l d . )  The s p r i n g  water  
con t inues  o u t  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  spr inghouse and f l o w s  beneath a  smal l  
walk i n t o  t h e  l ake .  T  e  spr inghouse,  which was b u i l t  ca.  1910, i s  a  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  h 

Walkways i n  t h e  g rove  l e a d  up a  s l i g h t  r i s e  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  c o u r t y a r d  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  complex. The c o u r t y a r d  i s  a  s imple  open lawn w i t h  l i t t l e  
formal  landscaping.  A  s t a t u e  o f  Jesus and t h e  Sacred Hear t  on a  smal l  
pedesta l  p rov ides  t h e  o n l y  fo rma l  ornamentat ion.  The base o f  t h e  s t a t u e ,  
which i s  c i r c l e d  by c o n c r e t e  walks ,  reads " I n  Memory o f  Mother V i c t o r i a  
1922." 

The south end o f  t h e  campus c o n t a i n s  suppor t  b u i l d i n g s ,  one of which 
i s  t h e  o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  grounds. The l a r g e  b r i c k  laundry  u i l d i n g ,  
which measures rough l y  40 f e e t  by 100 f e e t .  was e rec ted  i n  1888.' 'The 
main p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i  l d i  ng i s  two and a  ha1 f s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  w i t h  a  l a r g e  
Standing-seam gambrel r o o f .  I t  was b u i l t  w i t h  a  f l a t  r o o f ;  

The o l d e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r o t t o  i s  shown i n  e a r l y  school ca ta logues ,  i n c l u d i n g  
one f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  S i l v e r  J u b i l e e  o f  1902. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e r  
s e c t i o n  i s  mentioned i n  t h e  "Golden J u b i l e e "  e d i t i o n  o f  1927. 

l o  Cons t ruc t i on  date  i s  f rom "Golden J u b i l e e  o f  t h e  U rsu l  i n e  S i s t e r s , "  p .  2 1 .  

I' "Local Brev , t i es , "  I r o n  County R e g l s t g r ,  8-22-1889, p .  5 .  
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t h e  gambrel and t o p  f l o o r  were added ca .  1 9 0 7 . ' ~  The one s t o r y  e l l  on t h e  
south end o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  and r e t a i n s  i t s  e a r l y  f l a t  r o o f .  
The r e a r  e l l  has an ornamental c o r n i c e  w i t h  smal l  b r i c k  d e n t i l s  and a  dog- 
t o o t h  course.  A l l  door and window openings i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  topped w i t h  
segmental s o l d i e r  b r i c k  arches.  The double-hung windows have some of  t h e  
o n l y  m u l t i - l i g h t  sash found on t h e  campus. The four panel e x t e r i o r  doors  
a r e  a l l  e a r l y  o r  o r i g i n a l  and i n  f a i r  t o  good c o n d i t i o n .  The n o r t h  w a l l  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  bears  marks o f  an e a r l y  frame porch,  now miss ing .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  l aund ry  b u i l d i n g  has seen few changes. The n o r t h  
p a r t  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  has smal l  r e s i d e n t i a l  and s torage rooms which r e t a i n  
a l l  o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  and woodwork. The southern p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
c o n s i s t s  o f  open, u n f i n i s h e d  work areas which s t i l l  s p o r t  some o f  t h e  e a r l y  
laundry  equipment. The r e a r  e l l  c o n t a i n s  t h e  b o i l e r  room and a  l a r g e  coa l  
room. 

There i s  a  low greenhouse on t h e  southeast  co rner  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
The s l o p i n g  west w a l l  o f  t h e  greenhouse i s  o f  ash la r  g r a n i t e  b locks .  A low 
fence o f  t h e  same t y p e  o f  stonework con t i nues  south from t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
approx imate ly  60 f e e t .  The greenhouse has r a i s e d  t roughs  o f  poured 
concre te  and a  g l a s s  r o o f ,  t h e  frame o f  which i s  p a r t i a l l y  f a b r i c a t e d  from 
r a i l r o a d  r a i l s .  Steam p i p e s  f rom t h e  main b u i l d i n g  p rov ided  heat  f o r  t h e  
greenhouse when t h e  l aund ry  was i n  o p e r a t i o n .  E a r l y  Sanborn maps f o r  t h e  
school  show t h a t  a  greenhouse has been i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  s i nce  b e f o r e  1900; 
t h e  greenhouse p robab ly  t o o k  i t s  p resen t  form i n  t h e  1930s o r  1940s. 

The l a s t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  complex i s  a  frame c a r r i a g e  
shed, which was b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 7 . ' ~  It i s  a  l o n g  narrow b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  low 
gable  r o o f  and metal  shea th ing  which i s  embossed t o  mimic l a r g e  b r i c k s .  
The f r o n t  ( n o r t h e r n )  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n s  a  workshop; t h e  r e a r  has 
l a r g e  s l i d i n g  doors t o  accommodate c a r r i a g e s  and automobi les.  The b u i l d i n g  
was o r i g i n a l l y  two s t o r i e s  t a l l ;  t h e  s t a i r c a s e  t o  t h e  miss ing  second f l o o r  
i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  c a r r i a g e  shed p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Sanborn maps show 
t h a t  t h e  second f l o o r  was used as a  t r u n k  house and p a i n t  shop. The t o p  
f l o o r  was l o s t  some t i m e  a f t e r  1927, b u t  appears t o  have been gone f o r  more 
t h a n  f i f t y  years .  

The c a r r i a g e  shed has an unusual f e a t u r e  t h a t  appears t o  be o r i g i n a l .  
An e x t e r i o r  door on t h e  back w a l l  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  opens t o  a  b u i l t - i n  "two- 
ho le "  outhouse, which i s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  f rom i n s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The 
outhouse was p robab ly  i n s t a l l e d  f o r  t h e  use o f  f i e l d  hands and o t h e r s  who 
worked i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u i l d i n g s  which were on t h e  south end o f  t h e  

A photograph o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  "Arcad ia  Co l lege  and Ursu l  i n e  Academy f o r  
Young Lad ies , "  a  school  ca ta logue  p r i n t e d  between 1899-1908, shows a  f l a t  
roo f  on t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  as does t h e  1900 Sanborn map of t h e  p r o p e r t y .  The 1908 
Sanborn i n d i c a t e s  a  p i t c h e d  r o o f .  

l 3  "Local  B r e v i t i e s , "  I_rq"<g"ntyRggi~~~.t~r, 8-1-1907, p .  5 
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grounds, beyond t h e  sou the rn  boundar ies  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  None of  
t h e  pre-1950s a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u i l d i n g s  have s u r v i v e d .  

The o n l y  o the r  b u i l d i n g s  on any p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  school  grounds a r e  two 
smal l  post-WWII o u t b u i l d i n g s  - a  frame garage and a  b r i c k  ch icken  house. 
The ch icken  house, wh ich  was b u i l t  i n  1951, i s  southwest o f  t h e  c a r r i a g e  
shed. It i s  counted as a  non c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  The garage i s  j u s t  
west o f  t h e  laundry  b u i l d i n g .  I t  a l s o  da tes  t o  t h e  mid-1900s o r  l a t e r ;  i t  
i s  scheduled f o r  d e m o l i t i o n  i n  t h e  near f u t u r e  and i s  n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  
resource count.  Sanborn maps f rom t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  show a  
frame d w e l l i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  garage, and a  p a i r  of smal l  
s to rage  b u i l d i n g s  near  t h e  l aund ry  house; none of those  b u i l d i n g s  remain on 
t h e  p r o p e r t y  today.  

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  campus now l o o k s  much as i t  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The a rea  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  boundar ies has seen remarkably 
few changes i n  t h e  l a s t  65 years;  t h e  growth o f  t h e  t r e e s  found t h e r e  may 
w e l l  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  most n o t a b l e  change on t h e  campus. The school e x h i b i t s  
a  very  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  i n t e g r i t y  o f  design,  m a t e r i a l s ,  s e t t i n g ,  a s s o c i a t i o n  
and cra f tsmanship ,  and i t  has changed ve ry  l i t t l e  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  i t  was 
home t o  more than a  hundred s c h o o l g i r l s  and t h e i r  t eache rs .  * * * * *  
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Summary: The Ursu l ine  Academy-Arcadia Col lege H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  i n  
Arcadia, I r o n  County, Missour i ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  under C r i t e r i a  A and C .  The 
Academy i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  under C r i t e r i o n  A i n  the  area o f  EDUCATION, f o r  i t s  
long r o l e  as an educat ional  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The proper ty  has been t he  s i t e  of 
a  school s ince before t h e  founding o f  I r o n  County, and was t he  Ursu l ine  
Academy-Arcadia Col lege f o r  more than a  century.  The school was operated 
throughout t he  pe r iod  of s ign i f i cance  by nuns of the  Ursu l ine  order  o f  t he  
Ca tho l i c  Church. The Academy o f f e r e d  elementary through h igh  school l e v e l  
c lasses i n  both day school and boarding school formats. The boarding 
school was exc lus ive ly  f o r  female s tudents.  A l l  o f  t he  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
resources i n  the  d i s t r i c t  today were used fo r  education o r  r e l a t e d  purposes 
from the  t ime they were b u i l t ,  beginning i n  1889, u n t i l  1971, t h e  l a s t  year 
the  school was i n  operat ion.  The p e r i o d  of s i gn i f i cance  the re fo re  runs 
from 1898 t o  1948, t he  a r b i t r a r y  f i f t y  year cu t - o f f  p o i n t .  

The d i s t r i c t  i s  a l so  s i g n i f i c a n t  under C r i t e r i o n  C,  i n  t he  area o f  
ARCHITECTURE. The b u i l d i n g s  of t he  d i s t r i c t  have changed very l i t t l e  s ince 
the  t ime of t h e i r  cons t ruc t ion ,  and have benef i ted from a  long h i s t o r y  o f  
regu lar  maintenance and minimal a l t e r a t i o n s .  The bu i ld ings  were 
constructed dur ing  an organized b u i l d i n g  campaign which l as ted  from 1898 t o  
1930. Construct ion f o r  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  bu i l d i ngs  has been c r e d i t e d  t o  
a  s i n g l e  team of b u i l d i n g  p ro fess iona ls :  l o c a l  cont rac tor  George A. Buckey, 
and S t .  Louis  a r c h i t e c t  Thomas F. Imbs. With the  exception o f  t he  h igh  
sty1 e  Romanesque Revival  chapel , t h e  bu i  l d i n g s  e x h i b i t  r e s t r a i  ned 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l i n g .  The academic b u i l d i n g s  on t he  f r o n t  p a r t  o f  t he  
campus are  done i n  a  simple i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t he  Jacobethan Revival  s t y l e  
o f  a rch i tec tu re ,  wh i le  those a t  t h e  r ea r  of t he  grounds are r e l a t i v e l y  
unsty led.  The bu i l d i ngs  and grounds represent  a  remarkably i n t a c t  group of 
resources, and a l l  appear today very  much as they d i d  wh i le  t he  school was 
i n  operat ion.  

Elaborat ion:  The land which now conta ins  t he  Ursu l ine  Academy o f  Arcadia 
has been used f o r  educat ional  purposes longer  than I r o n  County has been i n  
existence. The f i r s t  school on t h e  p roper ty ,  Arcadia High School, was 
founded i n  1847, t en  years before  t h e  county was organized. The school was 
es tab l ished by Rev. Jerome C.  Berryman, under the  auspices o f  t he  Methodist  
Episcopal Church, South. It was char te red  a  few years l a t e r  by t he  
Missouri  l e g i  l a t u r e  as "Arcadia Col lege,"  a  name s t i  11 associated w i t h  t h e  
school today .' Classes were conducted i n  a two s to r y ,  s ix teen room, 
frame b u i l d i n g  which was b u i l t  ca. 1847.  That frame b u i l d i n g ,  which sa t  i n  
approximately the same place as t he  cu r ren t  S i s t e r s '  b u i l d i n g ,  remained on 

" "The Laying o f  the Corner Stone," I rsn-Co~gnty R e g i z t e r ,  6 - 2 1 - 1 9 1 7 ,  p .  5. 

- ~ . 
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t h e  grounds u n t i l  1913, when c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l  began. 15 
The school c l osed  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, d u r i n g  which t i m e  t h e  grounds 

were occupied by b o t h  Confederate and Union fo rces ,  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
used as a  h o s p i t a l .  C lasses resumed a f t e r  t h e  war, and i n  1870 t h e  
Method is ts  began c o n s t r u c t i o n  on a  l a r g e  new b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  l o c a t e d  where 
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  s i t s  today.  They managed t o  complete o n l y  t h e  
s h e l l  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and i n  1877 t h e  p rope r t y  was s o l d  a t  a  t r u s t e e ' s  
sale.16 The school s o l d  aga in  t h r e e  months l a t e r ,  t o  t h e  U r s u l i n e s  of S t .  
Lou is ,  i n  whose hands i t  was t o  s t a y  f o r  more than  a  c e n t u r y .  

The U r s u l i n e  Order o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church has been descr ibed  as " t he  
o l d e s t  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r  o f  women founded f o r  t h e  educa t ion  o f  youth- - the 
p ionee r  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o rders . " "  The order  was founded i n  I t a l y  i n  1535 
b y  S t .  Angela M e r i c i ,  f o r  t h e  s o l e  purpose of educa t ing  g i r l s . ' '  Angela 
M e r i c i  named her  o r d e r  f o r  S t .  Ursu la ,  " v i r g i n  find m a r t y r ,  and t i t u l a r  
s a i n t  o f  t h e  g rea t  medieval  sea ts  o f  l e a r n i n g . "  The U r s u l i n e s  a r e  
respons ib le  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  some o f  t h e  f i r s t  g i r l s '  schools  i n  a l l  o f  
N o r t h  America, i n c l u d i n g  a  school  i n  Quebec which was founded i n  1639, and 
one i n  New Orleans which was t h e  f i r s t  school f o r  young l a d i e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  boundar ies  of t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  &' be 

1 The U r s u l i n e  presence i n  S t .  Lou is  dates t o  t h e  f a l l  o f  1847, when a  
sma l l  group o f  European U r s u l i n e s  immigrated t o  t h e  c i t y  a f t e r  be ing  
r e c r u i t e d  by leaders  o f  t h e  l o c a l  C a t h o l i c  Church. The nuns wasted no 
t ime;  t hey  moved i n t o  a  sma l l  home i n  t h e  c i t y  on October 4 th ,  and opened a  
school  t h e r e  on November 2nd, 1847. The Ursu l i nes  prospered i n  t h e  S t .  
Lou i s  area, and by t h e  1870s t h e y  had s t a r t e d  new convents  i n  New York 
S t a t e  and A l ton ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and b u i l t  a  new convent and a  academy b u i l d i n g  

I Sanborn F i r e  Insurance  Maps. 

l 6  I r o n  County Req i s te r ,  6-14-1877, c i t e d  i n  Arcad ia  C o l l e g e  complex survey 
f i l e .  ( C u l t u r a l  Resource I n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e ,  1979-80.) 

I I'  E. J .  Blankmeier, The U r s u l i n e s  i n  S t .  Lou is :  1848-1928. ( S t .  Lou is ,  MO: 
A. 6. Dewes P r i n t i n g  and S t a t i o n a r y  Co, 1928) P .  i. 

I b i d ,  and U r s u l i n e s  o f  S t .  Lou is ,  "Souvenir o f  t h e  Golden J u b i l e e  
C e l e b r a t i o n  a t  t h e  U r s u l i n e  Convent and Academy," ( S t .  Lou is ,  MO: A .  J .  
A l b r e c h t ,  P r i n t e r ,  1899. )  Angela was b e a t i f i e d  i n  1768, and canonized i n  
1807. 

Blankmeier,  p .  i v .  

Blankmeier,  pp. i-ii 
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i n  S t .  ~ o u i  s  ." They a l so  expanded t h e i r  teaching a c t i v i t i e s  outs ide  of 
the  academy, t ak i ng  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  more than a  dozen area day schools.  

The a c q u i s i t i o n  of Arcadia Col lege was seen as an important component 
o f  t h a t  expansion; one U rsu l i ne  h i s t o r y  descr ibed i t  as the  "most important  
a f f a i r  record d by t he  a n n a l i s t  du r ing  t h i s  per iod . .  .a momentous 
undertaking."' The purchase may not  have seemed momentous t o  t he  nuns 
who were sent from St .  Louis  t o  Arcadia t o  get th ings  s ta r t ed  i n  September 
o f  1877. They were faced w i t h  t h e  unf in ished s h e l l  o f  the  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  
and the  poor l y  maintained o r i g i n a l  frame school bu i l d i ng ,  o f  which on ly  
th ree rooms were sa id  t o  be hab i tab le .  As one account pu t  i t  " the o l d  
Col lege was d i l ap i da ted  . . .  the  roo f  was leak ing  i n  several  places, broken 
windows, locks  and knobs n e i t h e r  use fu l  nor  ornamental were i n  evidence a t  
every t u rn .  The grounds were innocent o f  fences and i n f es ted  w i t h  
snakes . . . [  The S i s t e r s ]  began t o  wonder nhether t h e i r  l o t  had not been cas t  
i n  t h e  most forsaken spot i n  M issour i . "  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h a t  i n t i m i d a t i n g  beginning, work proceeded qu ick l y ,  due 
i n  l a rge  p a r t  t o  the t o i l  o f  t he  nuns, who worked t h rou  h  t he  "day and as 
much of t he  n i g h t  as t h e i r  s t reng th  would permi t  them."' Wi th in  a  month 
the  o l d  b u i l d i n g  had been cleaned ou t  and p a r t i a l l y  repaired, and enough of 
the  new b u i l d i n g  had been completed t o  house a  chapel, two classrooms and a  
general purpose room. By December, school had begun; enrol lment inc luded 
seventeen boarders and several  day students,  a l l  o f  whom were taught i n  one 
classroom. 

That spr ing, workmen from St .  Louis  were brought i n  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  new 
bu i l d i ng ,  and by June enough had been done t o  a l l ow  t he  schoo l 's  f i r s t  
commencement exerc ises t o  be conducted i n  t he  h a l l  there .  Well over 250 
people attended t he  commencement, which inc luded formal speeches, p a n o  
performances, and dramatic numbers, a l l  performed by t he  students. The 
ceremony a f fo rded many people i n  t h e  community t h e i r  f i r s t  exposure t o  t he  
nuns, of whom they had been l e e r y .  One account noted t h a t  people were 
"amazed t o  see t he  chee r f u l ,  happy-looking g i r l s  under the  d i r e c t i o n  of no 

"Golden Jub i lee , "  p. 36. 

'' "Go1 den Jubi 1 ee, " p .  40 

23 Blankmeier, p .  58 

24  I b i d .  

25 "Arcadi a  Col lege Commencement, " June. 1878.  Newspaper c l  i ppi  ng from the 
I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  Society Co l l ec t i ons ,  probably from the  I r o n  County 
Reai s t e r .  
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l ess  cheer fu l  and happy-looking  teacher^."'^ The p o s i t i v e  response 
resu l t ed  i n  the  enrol lment o f  more l o c a l  g i r l s  t he  next year, and marked 
t he  beginning of a long and pleasant r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the Ursu l ines  and 
t h e  community. 

The S i s t e r s  cont inued t o  improve t he  proper ty ,  landscaping the  school 
grounds and, i n  1888, en la rg ing  t he  lake  t h a t  sa t  i n  the  grove.27 The 
f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  cons t ruc t ion  t o  be done under t h e i r  ownership took p lace i n  
1889, when the  b r i c k  laundry b u i l d i n g  was erected. Increasing enrol lment 
i n  the  boarding school had n a t u r a l l y  r esu l t ed  i n  a l a rge  amount o f  wash, 
and t he  new b u i l d i n g  and commercial laundry equipment was much needed. The 
l o c a l  paper noted a t  t he  t ime  t h a t  the new f c i l i t y  al lowed them t o  "do t h e  
work i n  two hours t h a t  used t o  take 3 days." fi 

A r a the r  s u r p r i s i n g  fea tu re  o f  t he  laundry b u i l d i n g  i s  the  heated 
greenhouse located on t he  rea r  w a l l .  The greenhouse was o r i g i n a l  o r  very 
ear ly ;  i t  was i n  p lace by 1900, when the  proper ty  was mapped by t he  Sanborn 
F i r e  Insurance Map Company. ( I t  was enlarged sometime a f t e r  1927, t he  date 
o f  t he  l a s t  known Sanborn map.) The greenhouse i s  c lose t o  the  engine 
room, and was heated by steam pipes which looped out o f  the  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  
the  greenhouse area. 

The presence o f  t he  greenhouse may be due t o  the  in f l uence  o f  S i s t e r  
Monica, one o f  the  "pioneer S i s t e r s "  who helped open t he  Academy and 
remained i n  serv ice  t h e r e  u n t i l  her death i n  1916. One h i s t o r i c a l  account 
o f  t he  school notes t h a t  she " i s  most p leasan t l y  rem mbered f o r  t he  g i f t s  
of f lowers i t  was her custom t o  extend t o  v i s i t o r s .  "' The greenhouse 
would a l so  have been a valuable a i d  f o r  t h e  Academy's var ious a g r i c u l t u r a l  
pu r su i t s ,  which inc luded producing food f o r  school use as we l l  as o f f e r i n g  
c lasses i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o  t he  students.  

The success o f  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  program there  was recognized i n  1913, 
when t he  College was chosen as t he  s i t e  of a "demonstration farm" by t he  
I r o n  Mountain Ra i l road company. That farm p l o t  was located southeast of 
t h e  bu i l d i ngs ,  along t h e  t r acks  o f  the  r a i l r o a d ,  i n  t h e  area now occupied 
by Highway 21. The demonstration farm was run by Father John Adrian, who 
was descr ibed i n  1913 as having "been a student o f  s c i e n t i f i c  farming f o r  

( 26 S i s t e r  Mary Magdelene Fearon, "Ursul i n e  Academy," i n  Readin' ' R i t i  n '  and 
'R i thmat ic .  ( I ron ton ,  MO: I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  Society ,  1981.) p .  11. 

27  "Arcadia Notes," I r o n  County Reg is ter ,  4-26-1888, P .  5 

l*Local B rev i t i e s , "  I r o n  County Reqister ,  12-15-1889, p .  5 .  
I 

1 29 "Golden Jubi lee of t h e  Ursu l ine  S i s t e r s . "  ( A r c a d i a ,  M issour i )  p .  1 7  
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some t i  me. "jO Ear ly  Sanborn maps show t h a t  there  were a number o f  frame 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  bu i l d i ngs  on t he  p roper ty  i n  t he  ea r l y  twen t i e t h  century, a l l  
loca ted south o f  the  main campus. A l l  of those b u i l d i n g s  are now gone. 

The t u r n  o f  the  cen tu ry  found t he  Academy f l o u r i s h i n g .  The 1900 
census record f o r  t he  school revea ls  t h a t  i t  was home t o  82 people a t  t h a t  
t ime. O f  those, 49 were board ing students and ten  were teachers. Even i f  
one assumes t h a t  t he  day school popu la t ion  equaled t h a t  o f  t he  boarders, 
the  teacher-to-student r a t i o  was extremely low. There was a lso  a hea l thy  
support s t a f f  i n  residence, i n c l u d i n g  18 "domestics," 2 seamstresses and a 
" i n f i r m a r i e "  worker. There was, however, no mention o f  f i e l d  hands o r  
laborers;  the farming opera t ions  apparent ly d i d  not  r e a l l y  take o f f  f o r  a 
few more years. The a g r i c u l t u r a l  program was d e f i n i t e 1  y i n  p lace by the  
t ime o f  the 1910 census, which inc ludes an en t ry  f o r  a "farm manager," a 49 
year o l d  nun. (Her name was i l l e g i b l e . )  

The school ce lebra ted i t s  " S i l v e r  Jub i lee , "  o r  25th anniversary,  i n  
May o f  1902. The occasion was marked by a l a rge  p u b l i c  ce leb ra t ion ,  as was 
t h e  custom o f  t he  U rsu l i ne  order .  Special  excursion t r a i n s  brought f r i ends  
and former students from S t .  Louis and elsewhere, and l o c a l  townspeople 
jo ined  t he  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  which inc luded luncheon on t h e  grounds, and musical 
and dramatic entertainment by t he  students.  The crowds were so la rge  t h a t  
t he  ce lebra t ion  went on f o r  two days; t he  "excurs ion is ts "  came one day and 
t he  townspeople the  next .  

Accounts o f  t he  ce leb ra t i on  show t h a t  t he  grounds were n i c e l y  groomed 
and t h a t  the grove west o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  had already become a f a v o r i t e  
ga ther ing  place: "soon t h e  b e a u t i f u l  grove was f i l l e d  w i t h  l i f e  and moving 
beauty. Tables o f  ample dimension were there, f i l l e d  w i t h  ed ib les  i n  
tempting pro fus ion  . . . . .  t h e  lake,  t he  bu i ld ings ,  the  umbrageous t rees ,  and 
t he  l i v i n g  green o f  t h e  we l l - kep t  lawn made a p i c t u r e  p leas ing t o  every 
eye. "31 One o f  the  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  enhance t he  grove a t  t h a t  t ime was t he  
o ldes t  p o r t i o n  o f  the  stone g r o t t o ,  which s i t s  near t h e  west edge of the  
lake.  A photo taken f o r  a souvenir  book le t  on t he  occasion shows the  
students ranged i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  g r o t t o ,  a l l  wearing t h e i r  dress wh i te  
school uni forms. 32 

R ight  around the t ime  of the  s i l v e r  j ub i l ee ,  t he  school f a c i l i t i e s  
were expanded i n  t he  form o f  a l a r g e  new frame dwe l l i ng  t o  serve as a 
residence f o r  t he  p r i e s t s  who served and v i s i t e d  t he  school.  Although 
school admin is t ra t i on  was l e f t  la rge1 y t o  the  Ursul  i ne Mother Superior,  
t he re  were a l so  one o r  more p r i e s t s  i n  residence f o r  much o f  the  schoo l 's  

30 Notes of S i s t e r  Mary Fearon, i n  the  I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  Society  
Co l lec t ions .  f o l de r  #120-2. 

3' U n t i t l e d  a r t i c l e ,  I r o n  Countv Reg is ter ,  5-29-1902, p .  5 .  

32 Cl i pp ing  f r o m  t h e  I r o n  Countv H i q t n r i r a l  ~ o c i ~ + ~ ,  r,~~,,+:--- c: - -  L L + - ~  - 
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h i s t o r y .  Father Lawrence C.  Wernert was the  f i r s t  and perhaps best known 
pastor ,  serv ing  i n  Arcadia f o r  more than f i f t y  years. He was appointed 
chapla in f o r  the  school as soon as i t  was purchased i n  1877, and was &,here 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  "Golden Jub i lee"  (50 year)  ce l eb ra t i on  i n  1927. 

The house was o f t e n  home t o  more than one p r i e s t ;  i t  was f o r  example, 
home t o  a t  l e a s t  th ree  men i n  1910. I n  add i t i on  t o  Fathers Wernert and 
Adrian, the re  was Father Conrad T in t rup ,  who l i v e d  i n  Arcadia p a r t  o f  t h e  
t ime he was serv ing  as pastor  f o r  t h e  pa r i sh  i n  S t .  Paul, MO. Father 
T i n t r up  r e t i r e d  i n  1903 a f t e r  l o s i n g  h i s  eyesight,  a f t e r  which he l i v e d  
f u l l  t ime a t  the  Academy. He was s t i l l  l i v i n g  there  i n  1911. 
D is t ingu ished v i s i t o r s  over the  years inc luded Bishop John Hennessy of 
Wichi ta ,  who, as a p r i e s t  a t  I r o n  Mountain, had helped b r i n g  about t h e  
purchase o f  the  Academy grounds i n  t he  1870s. Bishop Hennessy was 
descr ibed i n  a school p u b l i c a t i o n  as t ak i ng  "a great  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h  
success o f  the  co l l ege  . . .  and very generous i n  h i s  donations t o  i t ." 8 
l o c a l  paper r e f e r r e d  t o  him i n  1909 as t he  "Father o f  Arcadia College. 5 6  

The p r i e s t s '  house was b u i l t  onto the  west end o f  t he  o l d  frame school 
bu i l d i ng ,  which a t  t h a t  t ime was being used as a d i n i ng  h a l l .  That 
p rox im i t y  apparent ly precluded t he  need f o r  a k i tchen;  standard k i t chen  
f a c i l i t i e s  were no t  in t roduced t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  t he  1990s. A b e l l  by 
t he  back door i s  sa i d  t o  have been used by t he  p r i e s t s  t o  r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  
d inners.  

Fur ther  improvements t o  the  campus took p lace i n  1906, when another 
support b u i l d i n g  and a water f i r e  f i g h t i n g  system were added. The 
"Bethal to"  brand water system inc luded 2-inch water p ipes which ran from a 
water tower by t he  l ake  t o  each main b u i l d i n g ,  as we l l  as a p a i r  o f  outdoor 
hydrants.  Pressure f o r  t h e  system was prov ided by a i r  compressors i n  t he  
a t t i c  of t he  laundry h o ~ s e . ~ '  The new ou tbu i l d i ng  was a two s to r y  frame 
t r unk  house and ca r r i age  shed, located j u s t  west o f  t h e  laundry b u i l d i n g .  
Unfortunately,  t he  new water system was needed sooner than expected. The 
new ca r r iage  shed burned down i n  May o f  1907. 

The f i r e  proved t o  be a good t e s t  f o r  the  schoo l 's  new f i r e  f i g h t i n g  
system, which helped l i m i t  t h e  damage t o  j u s t  t h a t  b u i l d i n g .  The l o c a l  

33 oGolden Jubi lee,"  pp. 11-12. 

34 "Ursul i n e  Academy Celebrates 100th Anniversary."  Mountain Echo, I r on ton ,  
MO. Sept. 1977. 

35 "Golden Jub i lee , "  p .  15 

36 "The Dedicat ion of S t .  Joseph's Chapel ," I r o n  County Reni s ter ,  4-22-1909, 
p. 5 .  

3' 1908 Sanborn map. I 
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paper r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  " S i s t e r s '  F i r e  Br igade,  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Rev. 
J. Adr ian , "  worked a long  w i t h  "ne ighbors  and f r i e n d s "  f rom t h e  community t o  
squelch t h e  f i r e .  The S i s t e r s  were s a i d  t o  " f e e l  a lmost  r e p a i d  f o r  t h e i r  
l o s s  by t h e  good w i l l  shown by a l l ,  and tende r  t h e i r  h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i t u d e  t o  
those who he1 ped. 

The c a r r i  ge shed was r e b u i l t  t h a t  August, by a  l o c a l  ca rpen te r ,  
Herman Dinger. ' The ground f l o o r  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  a  
l a r g e  c a r r i a g e  shed and a  sma l l e r  c a r p e n t e r  shop. The space above t h e  
c a r r i a g e  shed was used f o r  t r u n k s ,  and t h e  sma l l e r  second f l o o r  room served 
as a  p a i n t  shop. Only  t h e  ground f l o o r  of t h e  c a r r i a g e  shed has s u r v i v e d .  
The second f l o o r  was l o s t  sometime a f t e r  1927, b u t  appears t o  have been 
miss ing  f o r  more t han  f i f t y  years .  

The nex t  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  was one of  t h e  l a r g e s t  and most impo r tan t  i n  
t h e  s c h o o l ' s  h i s t o r y .  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1907, workmen began l a y i n g  t h e  
foundat ion  f o r  S t .  Joseph's Chapel, which was added t o  t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  
e a r l y  b r i c k  school  b u i l d i n g .  (Be fo re  t h a t  t ime,  a  makesh i f t  chapel i n  t h e  
1870s b u i l d i n g  had been used bo th  f o r  school  and community worsh ip . )  The 
r e d  g r a n i t e  corners tone  was l a i d  i n  A p r i  1  o f  1908, and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
ded ica ted  i n  A p r i  1  o f  1909. 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  r ece i ved  a  good deal  o f  a t t e n t i o n ,  bo th  
l o c a l l y  and i n  S t .  Lou i s .  The a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  was B ro the r  
Anselm, 0 .  F. M.,  a  Franc iscan F r i a r  desc r i bed  i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper as " t h e  
ab le  and e f f i c i e n t  a r c h i t e c t ,  whose fame reaches f rom t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  
t h e  'Golden Gate ' . "  B ro the r  Anselm was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  des ign,  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  s u p e r v i s i o n  and f u r n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w i c h  i s  s a i d  t o  
have been modeled a f t e r  S t .  An thonyvs  Church i n  S t .  Louis.' An a r t i c l e  
on t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  which r a n  i n  a  S t .  Lou i s  paper i n c l u d e d  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g :  

""It i s  Romanesque i n  s t y l e  and i s  b u i l t  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  q u a l i t y  o f  
r e d  pressed b r i c k .  The main a u d i t o r i u m  and g a l l e r y  have a  
s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  GOO . . . . .  The e d i f i c e  represents ,  no t  o n l y  t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n  Southeast  M issou r i  b u t  a l s o  one o f  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  
i n  t h e  West. I t  i s  a  temple o f  which t h e  chap la in ,  t h e  

"Local B r e v i t i e s , "  I r o n  County Rea i s te r ,  5-9-1907, p .  5 

39 "Local  B r e v i t i e s , "  I r o n  County R e a i s t e r ,  8-1-1907, P. 5 .  

" "Golden J u b i l e e , "  p .  19. 

"The Ded i ca t i on  o f  S t .  Joseph's Chapel , " p .  5 .  Anselm was n o t  found i n  any 
o the r  r e l a t e d  b i o g r a p h i c a l  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  sources.  

42 R e p r ~ n t  o f  a  S t .  Lo2i.s Times a r t i c l e ,  i_r~n-County Regist=, 4-15-1909, p .  
5 .  
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R e l i g i o u s ,  t h e  s tuden ts  and f r i e n d s  may j u s t l y  be proud."43 

I t  was a  good t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  chapel h e l d  such a  l a r g e  crowd; t h e  
d e d i c a t i o n  was a  grand a f f a i r .  The ceremony was o f f i c i a t e d  by Archbishop 
( l a t e r  C a r d i n a l )  Glennon of  S t .  Lou is ,  who was a s s i s t e d  by no l e s s  t han  42 
p r i e s t s .  The P o n t i f i c a l  H igh  Mass was sung by Bishop Hennessy, and music 
was p r o v i d e d  by a  c h o i r  o f  t h e  nuns, l e d  by S i s t e r  M.  I s a b e l l a .  The music 
was h i g h l y  p r a i s e d  i n  news accounts :  "It was a  r a r e  t r  a t  t o  hear such 
s p l e n d i d  church music rendered i n  so mas te r fu l  a  way. ,,f4 

The s tuden ts  were a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s .  They performed i n  
a  l i t e r a r y  program t h e  n i g h t  be fo re ,  and were p a r t  o f  t h e  opening 
p rocess ion  f o r  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n ,  wear ing "somber b l a c k  un i fo rms and w h i t e  
v e i  1s .  "" The J e f f e r s o n  Barracks m i  1  i t a r y  band was a l s o  on hand. Band 
members had come f rom S t .  Lou i s  by t r a i n  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  
s tuden ts  and v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s .  The band was a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e  opening 
process ion,  and one member l a t e r  desc r i bed  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  as "t e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  and awe i n s p i r i n g  spec tac le  I have ever wi tnessed."  b 

The b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  was v e r y  much a  group a f f a i r ,  and t h e  S i s t e r s  
r e c e i v e d  h e l p  f rom many former  s tuden ts  o f  t h e  school as w e l l  as t h e  
C a t h o l i c  Church i n  S t .  Lou i s .  The corners tone  was donated by f r i e n d s  o f  
t h e  p a r i s h ,  as were t h e  organ and o t h e r  i n t e r i o r  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  as w e l l  as 
many o f  t h e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows, which were made by t h e  Emil  F r e i  A r t  
G lass Company o f  S t .  ~ o u i s . ~ '  The windows a re  o f  espec ia l1  y  f i n e  q u a l i t y ,  
and have changed l i t t l e  i n  t h e  near -cen tu ry  t h e  b u i l d i n g  has been i n  p lace .  
The b e l l  tower c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  b e l l s ,  two o f  which were donated by Father  
T i n t r u p ,  i n  memory o f  h i m s e l f  and h i s  s i s t e r ,  Rev. Mother Seraphine, t h e  
S u p e r i o r  f o r  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  U r s u l i n e s .  The t h i  d  b e l l ,  which was donated by 
Fa the r  Lawrence Wernert,  was named "Lawrence. ,,6s 

The chapel was, and con t i nues  t o  be, t h e  most r i c h l y  ornamented and 
h i g h l y  s t y l e d  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  school  grounds. The cho i ce  o f  Romanesque 

k3  I b i d .  

" "Ded ica t i on  o f  S t .  Joseph 's  Chapel ." 

" I b i d .  

'6 "Ursu l  i n e  Academy Ce lebra tes  100th Ann iversary .  " 

" "Local  B r e v i t i e s , "  Iron 5-25-1922. p .  5 .  F r e i  was i n  
bus iness  i n  S t .  Lou is  f o r  manv decades. and d i r e c t o r v  ads i n d i c a t e  t h e  ~- ~.~ 
company had grown q u i t e  l a r g e  b y  1940. i ~ o u l d ' s  S t .  L O U ~ ~  D i r e c t o r y .  S t .  
Lou i s :  Dav id  B. Gould P u b l i s h e r ,  1909, 1929, 1940.) 

'' "Golden J u b i l e e , "  p .  19.  
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s t y l i n g  may have been due i n  p a r t  t o  S t .  Louis t r a d i t i o n .  The S i s t e r s  of 
Arcadia re ta ined  very c lose  t i e s  t o  the  S t .  Louis Ursul ines,  and the  mother 
church would n a t u r a l l y  have had some say i n  t he  cons t ruc t ion  o f  a  new 
church i n  Arcadia. Romanesque a r ch i t ec tu re  was a  p a r t  o f  S t .  Louis 
Ursu l ine  t r a d i t i o n ;  t h e  ca. 1888 Ursu l ine  Convent b u i l d i n g  i n  t h a t  c i t y  was 
b u i l t  w i t h  round arched windows and corbe l  t ab l ea  a t  the  r o o f l i n e s  t h a t  
were very s i m i l a r  t o  those used on S t .  Joseph's. Also, as noted, t he  
b u i l d i n g  was modeled a f t e r  an e x i s t i n g  church i n  t h a t  c i t y ,  which may a lso  
have been Romanesque i n  s t y l e .  

Re1 i gious a r ch i t ec tu re  has always tended t o  f o l l o w  t r a d i t i o n a l  models, 
and i t  would appear t h a t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was no except ion. Although t he  
chapel was b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  r i s e  o f  the  widely  u t i l i z e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  
known as Richardsonian Romanesque, i t s  s t y l i n g  harks back t o  e a r l i e r  
Romanesque app l i ca t ions .  The e a r l y  Romanesque s t y l e ,  which f i r s t  appeared 
i n  America i n  the mid-1800s, d i f f e r e d  from Richardsonian Romanesque i n  a  
much l i g h t e r  treatment o f  sur face tex tu res  and a  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  form t o  t he  
Gothic Revival b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  were i n  vogue a t  t h a t  t ime. As one account 
pu t  it-- " i n  t ex tu re  and o u t l i n e ,  those e a r l y  R manesque bu i l d i ngs  
resembled t h e i  r Goth ic  Revival  contemporaries. "' One o f  the  best  
examples o f  t he  e a r l y  Romanesque s t y l e ,  t he  1849 Smithsonian Bu i l d i ng  i n  
Washington, D.  C . ,  was designed by renowned Goth ic  Revival  a r c h i t e c t  James 
Renwi ck.  

Another h i s t o r i a n ,  Alan Gowans, noted t h a t  t he  Romanesque s t y l e  a l so  
had "specia l  assoc ia t ions  w i t h  German h i s t o r y , "  and t h a t  many American 
bu i ld ings ,  i n  l ud i ng  t h e  Smithsonian, were modeled a f t e r  German Romanesque 
arch i  tec ture . f i  Such connotat ions would have been espec ia l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  
t o  the  S t .  Louis and Arcadia Ursul ines,  many o f  whom were German 
immigrants. German was a  standard i tem on t he  cur r icu lum o f  t h e  S t .  Louis 
and Arcadia schools, and a  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  S t .  Louis order which was 
publ ished i n  1879 was w r i t t e n  i n  both German and Eng l ish .  

Construct ion o f  t h e  chapel marked t he  beginning o f  a  b u i l d i n g  campaign 
which saw the  a d d i t i o n  of a  new b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e  every few years f o r  
much of t he  next two decades. The cons t ruc t ion  o f  t he  chapel added g r e a t l y  
t o  the  appearance o f  t h e  campus, and seemed t o  spur f u r t h e r  improvements, 
many of which were made poss ib le  by donat ions t o  t he  school. 

'' Ursul  ines o f  S t .  Lou is .  "Prospectus o f  t he  Ursul  i n e  Day School f o r  Young 
Ladies."  (S t .  Louis,  MO: Undated pamphlet i n  t he  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t he  Sta te  
H i s t o r i c a l  Society of M issour i .  ) Back photo p l a t e .  

Poppel iers,  John C .  e t .  al. What S t v l e  I s  I t ? ,  (Washington, D . C . :  
Preservat ion Press, 1984) p .  62. 

Alan Gowans, S-tyles and Types o f  North Amer~can Arch i tec tu re ,  (New York: - 1 4 7  1 5 0 - 1 5 1 ,  
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Improvements t o  t he  grounds inc luded add i t i ons  t o  the  grove, where 
v i s i t o r s  were enter ta ined and students o f ten  gathered. It was j u s t  a f t e r  
t he  complet ion of t h e  chapel t h a t  Reverend Wernert pa id  t o  have t he  second 
p a r t  o f  t he  g r o t t o  added t o  t he  e x i s t i n g  p o r t i o n .  Just  south o f  the  g r o t t o  
stands t he  sp r ing  house, which i s  c r e d i t e d  t o  Father Adrian. According t o  
a  school h i s t o r y ,  "much cou ld  be sa id  about the  kindness o f  t he  Rev. John 
Adrian, who enlarged t he  sp r ing  founta in and b u i l t  a  new b e a u t i f u l  sp r i ng  
house."s2 It i s  not  c l e a r  i f  Rev. Adrian d i d  the  ac tua l  construct ion,  o r  
simply pa id  f o r  the  work. As he was t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  teacher f o r  t he  
school, he may we l l  have had the  manual s k i l l s  needed t o  l a y  up t he  stone 
wa l l s  o f  t he  bu i l d i ng .  

I t  was a lso  about t h i s  t ime t h a t  t he  gates and stone fences on Maple 
S t ree t  were b u i l t .  The sp r ing  house and gateway were the f i r s t  s t r uc tu res  
t o  be b u i l t  w i t h  n a t i v e  f i e l d  stones, most of which are  g ran i te .  Although 
no s p e c i f i c  mention o f  t he  gate cons t ruc t ion  has been found, the  s i m i l a r i t y  
o f  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  ma te r i a l s  and methods t o  those of the  spr ing house leads 
t o  specu la t ion  t h a t  they were constructed around the  same t ime, ca. 1910. 
Also, i t  would be l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  t he  S i s t e r s  would want a  new 
entranceway f o r  t he  lane which l e d  t o  t h e  new chapel, as the church was 
used f o r  community worship as we l l  as school func t ions .  

The next b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  invo lved cons t ruc t ion  o f  the Din ing H a l l ,  
which was b u i l t  behind and south o f  t he  1870s b r i c k  classroom b  i l d i n g .  
The b u i l d i n g  was completed i n  1914. a t  a  t o t a l  cos t  of $40,000. I t  
connected t o  t he  classroom b u i l d i n g  by way of a  narrow three s t o r y  
passageway which al lowed access t o  each l e v e l  o f  t he  o lde r  b u i l d i n g .  The 
d i n i n g  h a l l  replaced t h e  o r i g i n a l  frame co l l ege  b u i l d i n g  o f  the  mid-1800s, 
which had remained i n  use s ince t he  Ursu l ines  purchased the  proper ty .  
Sanborn maps show t h a t  t h e  o l d  frame s t r uc tu re ,  which was connected t o  t he  
classroom b u i l d i n g  by a  narrow frame walkway, had been used as the  d i n i n g  
h a l l  s ince 1900 o r  be fore .  

Much o f  the  space i n  the  b u i l d i n g  was a lso  used fo r  lodging and 
classroom space. The rooms o f  the  upper f l o o r s  were designed t o  serve a  
v a r i e t y  of uses, and were broadly  l abe led  on the  p lans as "S i s t e r s '  Ce l l s .  
Music Rooms and P r i va te  Rooms." I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note the  terminology 
di f ference; i f  a  student was given an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  dormitory l i f e ,  ( f o r  
an e x t r a  fee)  she was o f f e r e d  a  " p r i v a t e  room." I f  t h e  same room was used 
by one of t he  nuns, i t  became a  " c e l l . "  The l a t t e r  term may be the  more 
accurate; those rooms measure an average o f  8 '  by 1 4 ' .  

s2 "Golden Jub i lee , "  p .  2 1 .  

53 "The Laying of the  Corner Stone." I r o n  County Register ,  6-21-1917,  p .  5 .  
H i s t o r i c a l  t e x t  from a  document placed i n  the  cornerstone was reproduced i n  
t he  a r t i c l e .  
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The D in ing  H a l l  p r o j e c t  b rough t  t o g e t h e r  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  team t h a t  was 
t o  endure f o r  n e a r l y  two decades. The p l a n s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  were drawn by 
t h e  S t .  Lou is  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  o f  Comes and Imb and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
was handled by l o c a l  c o n t r a c t o r  George A. Buckey.5' The des ign  work was 
done by t h e  "Imbs" o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m ,  Thomas F. Imbs, who a t  t h a t  
t i m e  had been p r a c t i c i n g  o n l y  a  few years .  (Imbs was l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1907 
S t .  Lou i s  D i r e c t o r y  as fi "dra f tsman,"  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he was s t i l l  i n  
t r a i n i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e . )  He went on t o  do t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des ign work 
f o r  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g ,  t h e  S i s t e r s '  B u i l d i n g ,  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  
b r i c k  veneer t o  t h e  P r i e s t s '  House. The o r i g i n a l  b l u e p r i n t s  f o r  a l l  of 
t hose  b u i l d i n g s  have su rv i ved ,  and a l l  show t h a t  Imbs was work ing  on h i s  
own by 1917. He p r a c t i c e d  as an a r c h i t e c t  i n  S t .  L o u i s  a t  l e a s t  as l a t e  as 
1940, and i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  he d i d  t h e  des ign  work f o r  t h e  
Gymnasium as w e l l .  (No p l a n s  f o r  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  have been found. )  Al though 
no b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on Imbs was found i n  S t .  L o u i s  o r  M issou r i  
b i o g r a p h i c a l  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  sources,  h i s  p  r t r a i t  was i n c l u d e d  i n  a  1916 
book o f  p o r t r a i t s  o f  prominent  S t .  Louisans.  8 

The o the r  h a l f  o f  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  team, George A. Buckey, served as 
t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  major  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  occu r red  on t h e  
campus f rom t h a t  p o i n t  on. Buckey was a  prominent l o c a l  b u i l d e r ,  w i t h  a  
ca ree r  i n  t h e  I r o n t o n  a rea  t h a t  spanned many decades. He was respons ib le  
f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  many l a r g e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  area, as w e l l  as 
a  number o f  residences.  Large p r o j e c t s  c r e d i t e d  t o  h im i n c l u d e  many 
r e l i g i o u s  and educa t iona l  f a c i l i t i e s .  He was t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church and Manse, t h e  I r o n t o n  B a p t i s t  Church, t h e  I r o n t o n  
H o s p i t a l ,  and t h e  I r o n t o n  B a p t i s t  Home. He a l s o  b u i l t  many schools ,  
i n c l u d i  g  t h e  Poplar  B l u f f  C a t h o l i c  School and t h e  I r o n t o n  Elementary 
School .' Res iden t i a l  works i n c l u d e  h i s  own home e a r l y  i n  t h e  cen tu ry ,  
and a  number o f  smal l  dw l l i n g s  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of 
Buckey Court  i n  I ronton. '  Buckey was w e l l  known i n  t h e  area,  and was 

54 Notes o f  S i s t e r  Mary Fearon, and t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l ans  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

55 Gould 's  S t .  Lou is  D i r e c t o r y  1907, ( S t .  Lou is :  Gould D i r e c t o r y  CO, 1907%)  
p .  878. 

56 P o r t r a i t s  of Prominent S t .  Lou isans i n  1916, ( S t .  L o u i s :  Henry Brown and 
CO. .  1916) p .  97. 

5 7  F r a n c i s  Buckey Sut ton,  "George A 1  exander Buckey: C o n t r a c t o r  and B u i l d e r , "  
N e w s l e t t e r ,  I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  Undated, r e c ' d  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  10-15-1993, pp.  7-18. 

I 58 Lynn Morrow, "Es ta te  ~ u i  l d i n g  i n  t h e  Missour i  Ozarks,"  Gateway _Her i taqe,  
Win te r  1981/82 V o l .  2 ,  No. 3 ,  p .47 .  
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o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper as " c o n t r a c t o r  Buckey." 
I t  was f o r t u n a t e  f o r  t h e  S i s t e r s  t h a t  such a  team was a v a i l a b l e .  On 

February 9, 1917, t h e  e a r l y  b r i c k  c lassroom b u i l d i n g  burned t o  t h e  ground. 
Once again,  members o f  t h e  community rushed t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s ,  
and a l l  worked t o g e t h e r  t o  f i g h t  t h e  f i r e .  That  q u i c k  a c t i o n  saved bo th  
t h e  Chapel and t h e  new D i n i n g  H a l l ,  even though t h e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g  was 
sandwiched between t h e  two.  An account o f  t h e  f i r e  was w r i t t e n  by t h e  
S i s t e r s  soon a f t e r :  " thanks be t o  God, no l i v e s  were l o s t  and n o t  one 
person was even i n j u r e d .  The chapel and t h e  wing b u i l d i n g  [D in ing  H a l l ]  
were saved by t h e  he r  i c ,  generous and e f f i c i e n t  h e l p  o f  t h e  people o f  
Arcad ia  and I r o n t o n .  '" Not a  s i n g l e  s tuden t  chose t o  l eave  t h e  school 
a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  and t h e  nuns worked q u i c k l y  t o  resume normal ope ra t i ons .  

W i t h i n  j u s t  a  few months, Imbs and Buckey were ready t o  s t a r t  

1 c o n s t r u c t i o n  on a  replacement b u i l d i n g ,  and by June o f  t h e  same year,  i t  
was t i m e  t o  l a y  t h e  corners tone .  The Ursu l  i n e s  p laced  a  l a r g e  n o t i c e  i n  
t h e  l o c a l  paper t o  i n v i t e  members o f  t h e  community and " e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
peop le  o f  Arcad ia  and I r o n t o n "  t o  t h e  corners tone  l a y i n g ,  as i t  was "due t o  
t h e i r  generous and e f  i c i e n t  h e l p  a t  t h e  f i r e  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  
r e b u i l d  t h e  Col lege.  t t e '  it was good t h a t  t h e  l a y i n g  o f  t h e  corners tone 
was made i n t o  a  p u b l i c  event ,  as an i n f l u e n z a  epidemic prevented t h e  
S i s t e r s  f rom hos i n g  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n ,  which t ook  p l a c e  i n  
October o f  1918. St 

A l though t h e  f i r e  was desc r i bed  i n  a  school  p u b l i c a t i o n  as "one of t h e  
most d i s a s t r o u s  even ts  o f  ou r  h i s t o r y , "  i t  a c t u a l l y  proved t o  be b u t  a  
sho r t -1  i ved inconvenience,  and p o s s i b l y  even a  b l e s s i n g  i n  d i s g u i s e .  62 
There was no f i n a n c i a l  burden assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  l o s s ,  as insurance money 
from t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g ,  combined w i t h  new donat ions ,  more t han  covered t h e  
c o s t  of t h e  replacement s t r u c t u r e .  A lso,  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g  
c l e a r e d  t h e  s l a t e ,  so t o  speak, and a l l owed  Imbs t o  deve lop a  symmetr ical  
f o recou r t  and comprehensive b u i l d i n g  l a y o u t  t h a t  he c o u l d  add t o  i n  an 
o r d e r l y  way as t h e  need arose.  

The des ign o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  p l a y s  on many o f  t h e  
fea tu res  o f  t h e  Chapel, and c rea tes  a  n i c e l y  ba lanced facade f o r  t h e  main 
b u i l d i n g  complex. The gab le  r o o f s  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  a r e  o f  t h e  same 
p i t c h  and m a t e r i a l  as t h a t  of t h e  chapel ,  and t h e  w a l l s  a r e  o f  n e a r l y  

59 "The Lay ing o f  t h e  Corner Stone,"  p .  5 .  

6o I r o n  County Rea i s te r ,  6-14-1917, box ad, p .  5 .  

"Local B r e v i t i e s , "  I r o n  County R e g i s t e r ,  9-19-1918 and 10-29-1918. The 
paper r e p o r t e d  i n  September t h a t  George Buckey had donated and i n s t a l l e d  t h e  
65 '  t a l l  f l a g  p o l e  t h a t  s t i l l  s i t s  on t h e  f r o n t  lawn of  t h e  school .  

'' "Golden J u b i l e e , $ $  p .  2 3 .  
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i d e n t i c a l  pressed r e d  b r i c k ,  s e t  i n  t h e  same bond p a t t e r n .  The f r o n t  
gable-end o f  t h e  e a s t  w ing echoes t h e  s o a r i n g  f r o n t  o f  t h e  chapel ,  y e t  i s  
low enough t o  remain v i s u a l l y  subse rv ien t  t o  i t .  

The f l o o r  p l a n  and general  massing a l s o  r e l a t e  w e l l  t o  t h e  o l d e r  
b u i l d i n g s .  The eas t  w ing i s  t h e  same w i d t h  as t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l ,  and i s  
a l i g n e d  w i t h  i t  t o  t a k e  advantage o f  t h e  openings t h e r e  which o r i g i n a l l y  
l e d  t o  t h e  1870s c lassroom b u i l d i n g .  (That  connec t ing  area was l a t e r  
widened t o  make space f o r  a  b o i l e r  room and e x t r a  o f f i c e s . )  That wing a l s o  
extends o u t  beyond t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  o f  t h e  west w ing t o  l i n e  up w i t h  t h e  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  chapel .  The west wing connects t o  t h e  chapel w i t h  t h e  same 
smal l  passageway t h a t  was t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e ,  and i s  s e t  back enough t o  
a l l o w  t h e  chapel t o  dominate t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  campus. 

The s t y l i s t i c  d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h a t  o f  t h e  D in ing  H a l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  t rea tment  o f  t h e  ent rances.  The 
main ent rances t o  b o t h  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  s e t  o f f  by narrow gabled bays which 
have curved parapet  w a l l s  a t  t h e  r o o f l i n e .  The f r o n t  gab le  o f  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g ' s  e a s t  w ing a l s o  has parapeted w a l l s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  
form. The b u i l d i n g s  Imbs designed f o r  t h e  campus can be seen as r e s t r a i n e d  
examples o f  Jacobethan Rev i va l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a  sub-type of t h e  Tudor 
Rev iva l  which was popu la r  i n  America i n  t h e  l a t e  19 th  and e a r l y  20 th  
c e n t ~ r i e s . ~ )  The entranceways i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f i t  a  s tandard d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t y l e :  "Gables, which r i s e  above t h e  r o o f ,  e i t h e r  a r e  o f  a  s teep s i d e d  
t r i a n g u l a r  form [such as t h e  f r o n t  gab le  end o f  t h e  eas t  wing] o r  have a  
s i l h o u e t t e  composed o f  segmental cu rves  and s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  i n  combinat ion,  
[ l i k e  t hose  o f  t h e  en t rance  bays] . . . .  Doorways, u s u a l l y  round-arched, may be 
enclosed w i t h  t a b e r  a c l e  frames; t h e  use o f  c l a s s i c a l  forms elsewhere i s  

I min imal  as a  r u l e .  "' The e l a b o r a t e  e n t a b l a t u r e  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  
f r o n t  door o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  represen ts  t h e  o n l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  
use of c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g  on t h e  campus. The p a t t e r n e d  b r i ckwork  and 
smal l  paned a r t  g l ass  windows o f  t h e  f r o n t  gab le  end o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  
a l s o  t y p i c a l  o f  Tudor Rev i va l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

The Jacobethan Rev i va l  was o f t e n  used f o r  educa t i ona l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  S t .  Lou is ,  due 
t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  W i l l i a m  B. I t t n e r ,  who has been descr ibed  as "a 
n a t i o n a l l y  no ted  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  school  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  n65 I t t n e r ,  
who served as t h e  Commissioner o f  School B u i l d i n g s  f rom 1897-1910, and t h e  

63 Marcus Whi f fen ,  American A r c h i t e c t u r e  S ince 1780: A Guide t o  t h e  S t ~ l e s ~  
(Cambridge and London: The M I T  Press, 1969) pp. 178-179. 

64 Whiffen, pp. 178-179. 

65 Henry and E l i s e  Rathburn Withey,  B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  American 
-Deceased), (Los Angeles, C a l i f o r n i a :  New Age P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 
1956, )  p .  316. 
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A r ch i t ec t  o f  the  Board o f  Education from 1910-1916, was responsible fo r  t he  
design of numerous S t .  Louis schools.  His  c r e d i t s  i n  t he  S t .  Louis area 
inc lude  f i v e  h igh schools and 75 elementary schools i n  S t .  Louis, as we l l  
as t h i r t e e n  elementary schools i n  nearby Kirkwood. I n  a l l  he i s  c red i ted  
w i t h  over 500 bu i l d i ngs  i n  29 communities. I t t n e r ' s  school b u i l d i n g  career 
was i n  f u l l  swing about t he  t ime  Imbs was beginning h i s ,  and i t  i s  not 
unreasonable t o  assume t h a t  Imbs, and there fore  the  design o f  t he  Arcadia 
bu i ld ings ,  was in f luenced by h i s  work. 

The r e l a t i v e  absence o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l i n g  on a l l  o f  t he  
b u i l d i n g s  on the  campus can be seen as appropr ia te  f o r  a  Ca tho l i c  g i r l s  
school: res t ra ined,  bu t  formal enough t o  express t h e i r  educat ional  
func t ion .  The amount o f  d e t a i l i n g  a l so  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  and use. 
The e levat ions  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g s  which face the  fo recour t  are by f a r  t he  
most h i g h l y  s t y l ed  o f  the  group, wh i l e  those t o  t he  rea r  o f  t he  complex are 
more simply adorned. 

As w i t h  the Chapel cons t ruc t ion ,  t h e  e rec t ion  o f  t h e  Admin is t ra t ion  
b u i l d i n g  spurred add i t i ona l  improvements t o  the  grounds. One school 
h i s t o r y  noted t h a t  t h e  same year t h e  Admin is t ra t ion  B u i l d i  g  was b u i l t ,  
" the f r on t  grounds were b e a u t i f u l l y  l a i d  out  i n t o  a  park."' I t  i s  l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h a t  landscaping p r o j e c t  inc luded t he  const ruc t ion  of the  l a rge  bench 
and p l an te r  on the  east edge o f  t he  f r o n t  lawn. The lake  i n  t he  grove a lso  
received a t t en t i on ,  i n  t he  form o f  a  new b r idge  and bench on t he  i s l and .  

The add i t i on  o f  t he  Admin is t ra t i on  Bu i l d i ng  brought the  schoo l 's  
educat ional  f a c i l i t i e s  more o r  l e s s  t o  t h e  form they were t o  take fo r  the  
remainder o f  the  pe r iod  o f  s i gn i f i cance .  The Academy o f f e red  a  wide range 
o f  educat ional  oppor tun i t i es ,  ranging from elementary day school t o  
techn ica l  t r a i n i n g .  I t  should be noted t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t he  cont inu ing use 
of t he  name Arcadia Col lege, co l l ege  classes were p a r t  o f  the  cur r icu lum 
fo r  j u s t  a  shor t  p e r i  d; grades 1  through 12 on ly  were o f f e red  f o r  much of 
t he  school ' s  h i  s t o r y  .' The Academy o f f e red  both day school and boarding 
programs. Boarding school students were exc lus ive ly  female throughout the  
h i s t o r y  of t he  school.  The day school,  which was open t o  0 th  boys and 
g i r l s ,  d i d  not i nc lude  h igh  school i n s t r u c t i o n  u n t i l  1930. h 

The Academy's s t a tus  as an a l l - g i r l  Catho l ic  school put i t  i n  the  
m a j o r i t y  of p r i v a t e  schools i n  the  count ry  dur ing  t he  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h i s  
century.  Females have genera l l y  outnumbered males i n  the  p r i v a t e  school 
student populat ion,  and t h e  Ca tho l i c  Church has h i s t o r i c a l l y  l e d  the  na t ion  

6g "Golden Jubilee, ' '  p. 23 

67 S i s t e r  Mary Magdalen Fearon noted i n  Readin' ' R i t i n  and ' R i  thmat ic  t h a t  the  
1902 school catalogue inc luded mention of "post-graduate" courses, an op t ion  
which had been dropped by the  l a t e  teens. (pp. 12-13 . )  

68 "Local B r e v i t i e s , "  I ron  Rx i~s te r ,  8-21-1930, p.  3 



I P S  Form 1 0 - 9 0 0 - a  
(8-86) 

OM0 Approval  No. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
Na t i ona l  Park Se rv i ce  

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P laces  
Cont i nua t  i on Sheet 

s e c t i o n  number 8 Page 27 
U r s u l i n e  Academy-Arcadia Co l l ege  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

I r o n  County, M i s s o u r i  

i n  p r i v a t e  secondary educa t i on .  A r e v i e w  of n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  
p r i v a t e  school en ro l lmen t  between 1890-1930 showed t h a t  females e n r o l l e d  i n  
p r i v a t e  schools  outnumbered males 6 o u t  of 9 o f  t h e  p e r i o d s  repor ted .69  
Dur ing  t h a t  same p e r i o d ,  t h e  percentage of p r i v a t e  schools  i n  America r u  

I by  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church inc reased  f rom 39% i n  1890 t o  a f u l l  75% i n  1930. fb  
That p r o p o r t i o n  con t i nues  t o  be h i g h  i n  M issou r i  today;  one modern source 1 es t imated  t h a t  1 i n  4 school-age c h i l d r e n  i n  S t .  L o u i s  a t tended a C a t h o l i c  
school  i n  1992. 11 

E x c l u s i v e l y  female schools  have a l s o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  represented a h i g h  
percentage o f  American C a t h o l i c  schoo ls .  A r e p o r t  made t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
Church i n  1915 revea led  t h a t  of t h e  1,276 C a t h o l i c  secondary schools  i n  
n a t i o n ,  473 were co-educa t iona l ,  125 were male o n l y ,  and 577 were 
e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  g i r l s .  The same r e p o r t  no ted  t h a t  u n l i k e  t h e  schools w i t h  
male s tudents ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  (over  70%) o f  t h e  g i r l s  schools were r u n  
by independent t e a c h i n g  o r d e r s  such as t h e  U rsu l i ne f i  r a t h e r  than be ing  
assoc ia ted  w i t h  e lementary 1 eve1 paroch i  a1 schools .  

P u p i l s  o f  t h e  Academy were r o u t i n e l y  grouped i n t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
d i v i s i o n s ,  based on age and/or grade l e v e l .  Around t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
cen tu ry ,  age was t h e  d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r ,  and t h e  d i v i s i o n s  were as f o l l o w s :  
t h e  Minum Department f o r  p u p i l s  under 12, t h e  J u n i o r  Department f o r  t hose  
between 12 and 15; and t h e  Senior  Department f o r  a l l  over  16 years  o l d .  
The 1900 census e n t r y  f o r  t h e  school ,  which i n c l u d e d  board ing  s tuden ts ,  
shows t h a t  t h e  emphasis a t  t h a t  t i m e  was on upper grade l e v e l  work, as i t  
was th rough  most o f  t h e  Academy's h i s t o r y .  Of t h e  49 s tuden ts  i n  
at tendance,  o n l y  10 were under 15 years  o f  age, and 5 o r  6 were 20 o r  ove r .  
(One 75 year  o l d  widow i n  t h e  e n t r y  was l i s t e d  as a l 'student;" i t  i s  n o t  
c l e a r  i f  t h a t  r ep resen ts  a l a t e  second s t a r t  o r  a c l e r i c a l  e r r o r  on t h e  
p a r t  of t h e  census t a k e r . )  

Each d i v i s i o n  was admin is te red  sepa ra te l y ;  t h e  1902 school ca ta logue  
exp la ined  t h a t  "each department i s  t o t a l l y  independ n t  o f  t h e  o the r ,  hav ing  
i t s  own d o r m i t o r i e s ,  r e c r e a t i o n  areas and c lasses .  #IW The do rm i to ry  
system p r e v a i l e d  th roughout  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  h i s t o r y ,  and i t  

69 U n i t e d  S ta tes  Bureau o f  Educat ion,  B ienn i  a1 Survev o f  Educat ion:  1928-30, 
( V o l .  I. Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1921) p .  784. 

B i e n n i a l  Survev o f  Educat ion:  1928-30, p .  786. 

" "Reading, wRi t ing ,  and R e l i g i o n , "  S t .  Lou i s  Maqazine, (Nov. 1992, Vol  . 24, 
#12) p .  26 .  

l2 "Roman C a t h o l i c  Schools , "  i n  B i e n n i a l  Survev o f  Educat ion:  1916-18, ( V O ~ .  
I .  Washington, D . C . :  GPO, 1921) p .  598. 

l 3  Quoted i n  Fearon, p .  1 2 .  
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was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l  was b u i l t  t h a t  p r i v a t e  rooms were a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  any o f  t h e  boa rd ing  s tuden ts . "  The day school was a l s o  kept  separa te  
f rom t h e  board ing  school  f o r  much of t h e  t ime .  An ad f o r  t h e  Academy which 
r a n  i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper i n  1909 no ted  t h a t  " t o t a l l y  separated f rom t h e  
board ing  school ,  i s  a  SELECT DAY SCHOOL, i n  which t h e  usual branches of  
sound and p r a c t i c a l  educa t i on  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  impar ted.  

By t h e  l a t e  teens o r  e a r l y  twen t i es ,  c lasses  and s tudents  were b e i n g  
grouped i n t o  t he  t y p e s  o f  grade systems s t i l l  i n  use today.  The Pr imary  
Department i n c l u d e d  grades 1 through 4 ,  t h e  Prepara to ry  Department covered 
5 t h  through 8 th ,  and t h e  Academic Department o f f e r e d  s tandard h i g h  school  
l e v e l  c lasses .  The h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  educa t ion  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  school  
i s  a t  es ted  t o  by i t s  f u l l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M issou r i  i n  
1916.& The school was s t i l l  a c c r e d i t e d  i n  1927, a t  which t i m e  i t  was one 
o f  o n l y  36 r r a l  p r i v a t e  h i g h  schools i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c l a i m  such a  
d i s t i n c t i o n .  tb 

Students who were n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h ighe r  educa t ion  had t h e  o p t i o n  o f  
s p e c i a l i z e d  non-academic courses w i t h i n  t h e  Academy. The Ursu l i nes  o f f e r e d  
b o t h  a  Commercial Department and a  Domestic A r t  Department. The Commercial 
Department was a v a i l a b l e  t o  s tuden ts  over  15 who had completed t h e  e i g h t h  
grade. A ca ta logue  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  teens o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s  noted t h a t  
t h e  goal  o f  t h e  department was "not  t o  t u r n  o u t  bookkeepers and 
stenographers as r a p i d l y  as poss ib le ,  b u t  t o  equ ip  them as thorough ly  as 
p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  work." The Domestic A r t  department aimed " a t  a  
sys temat ic  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  fundamentals o f  household economics, on t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  t h a h  s p e c i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  as necessary f o r  home- l i fe  as f o r  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n s . "  Classes w i t h i n  those  departments were a l s o  i nc luded  i n  
t h e  e l e c t i v e s  o f f e r e d  t o  a l l  h i g h  school  s tuden ts .  

The d ramat ic  and pe r fo rm ing  a r t s  p layed  an impor tan t  r o l e  i n  school  
1  i fe. Classes i n  voca l s ,  severa l  d i f f e r e n t  musica l  i nstruments,  and 
"express ion"  were o f f e r e d .  Many o f  t h e  c l asses  were p a r t  o f  t h e  o f  t h e  
s tandard  o f f e r i n g s ,  o t h e r s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  an e x t r a  charge, as were 

" Note o f  S i s t e r  Mary Fearon, i n  t h e  I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  
C o l l e c t i o n s ,  f o l d e r  #120-2. 

l5 "Golden Jub i l ee , "  p .  23. 

l6 Char les  Lee, School D i r e c t o r y  o f  M issou r i  1926-1927, ( J e f f e r s o n  C i t y :  Hugh 
Stevens Press,  1927) p .  5-6. The d i r e c t o r y  l i s t s  a  t o t a l  o f  64 a c c r e d i t e d  
p r i v a t e  h i g h  schools i n  M i s s o u r i ,  28 o f  which were i n  e i t h e r  S t .  Lou is  o r  
Kansas C i t y .  

" "Arcadi  a  Col1 ege and Ursu l  i ne Academy, " (Arcad i  a, M i  ssour i  . Undated 
c o l l e g e  ca ta logue  [between 1917-19221. I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie t y  
C o l l e c t i o n s )  p .  38. 
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add i t i ona l  p r i v a t e  1  essons f o r  va r ious  musical instruments and academic 
sub jec ts .  The students were g iven ample oppor tun i ty  t o  show o f f  t h e i r  
per forming s k i  1  l s ,  and the  l a rge  aud i to r ium i n  the Admin is t ra t ion  Bu i l d i ng  
was we l l  u t i l i z e d .  Rec i t a l s  and o the r  programs were performed before 
s tudents and f a c u l t y  throughout t he  year, and commencement exercises always 
inc luded extensive entertainment,  a l l  fu rn ished by t he  students. 

The boarding students fo l l owed  a  s t r i c t  regimen and a  busy schedule. 
A d a i l y  schedule which was publ ished i n  an e a r l y  school catalogue revea ls  
t h a t  the  g i r l s  rose a t  5:45, at tended t e n  d i f f e ren t  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  sessions 
and two study per iods over the  course o f  the  day, and r e t i r e d  by 8:15. 
Although the  d a i l y  schedule inc luded morning Mass, and the  g i r l s  a l l  
received some re1 ig ious  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  advertisements f o r  the  school claimed 
t h a t  "pupi 1s o f  a1 1  denominations are  equal 1  y  r e  e ived- -a l l  i n te r fe rence  
w i t h  t h e i r  conv ic t ions  being c a r e f u l  1  y  avoided ."  b 

The students were he ld  t o  s t r i c t  r u l e s  of conduct. An e a r l y  school 
catalogue explained t h a t  " it would be impossib le t o  preserve order  w i thout  
we l l -es tab l ished ru les ;  each young lady  should consider i t  her duty not 
on l y  t o  observe them s t r i c t l y ,  bu t  t o  a i d  her com anions i n  doing t he  
same.. ." and t h a t  " d i s c i p l i n e  i s  m i l d  b u t  f i r m . .  "' There was a  "S i s t e r  
D i s c i p l i n a r i a n , "  t o  whom the  g i r l s  were requ i red  t o  answer f o r  any missed 
classes, and a  long l i s t  of r u l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  conduct i n  t he  dormi tor ies  
and p r i v a t e  rooms. 

C lo th ing  was a lso  regulated, and a l l  students wore standard uni forms. 
The school p o l i c y  was t ha t ,  i n  dress and o ther  matters,  " e x t r  vagances of 
a l l  k inds  are  discountenanced as unbecoming t o  school g i r l s . " '  A ca. 
1920s uni form advertisement f o r  Arcadia Col lege Uniforms from Famous Barr  
inc luded t he  reminder: " p o s i t i v e l y  no s i  1  k o r  s a t i n  blouses or  unde rsk i r t s  
al lowed." (See Figure Three.) A l i s t  o f  requ i red  wardrobe items inc luded 
i n  a  school catalogue even s p e c i f i e d  what co l o r  h a i r  r ibbons cou ld  be worn- 
-co lored r ibbons on weekdays and b l ack  on ly  on Sundays. 

The s t r i c t  regu la t ions  were balanced by much more personal a t t e n t i o n  
than cou ld  be o f f e red  i n  p u b l i c  schools.  Class s izes a t  the  school were 
cons i s t en t l y  modest, a1 lowing f o r  ample i n d i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n .  Boarding 
School enrol lment topped 100 students on l y  th ree  t imes i n  theglschool's 
h i s t o r y ,  and there  was a t  one t ime 75 Re l ig ious  i n  residence. Census 
f i gu res  and other  h i s t o r i c a l  sources i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  Academy averaged 

78 Advert i sement, I r o n  County Reg is ter ,  5-9-1907. 

79 "Arcadia College and Ursu l ine  Academy," p .  15. 

80 "Arcadia Col lege and Ursu l ine  Academy," p. 18. 

Fearon, p .  13 
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F i g u r e  Three .  Adver t isement  f o r  School Uniforms. From t h e  C o l l  e c t i  ons of  
t h e  I r o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  
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around one teacher  t o  t e n  o r  fewer p u p i l s  th roughout  t h e  p e r i o d  of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  That f i g u r e  i s  b e t t e r  than  t h e  n a t i o n a l  average f o r  p r i v a t e  

I schools,  which works o u t  t o  11.8 p u p i l s  pe r  teacher  between 1890 and 
1920. '~  Both r a t i o s  compare f a v o r a b l y  t o  p u b l i c  school  f i g u r e s  f r t h e  
same p e r i o d ,  i n  which t h e  average was 22.5 s tuden ts  pe r  teacher .  83 

And, even though c l a s s e s  were sma l l ,  c o s t s  remained modest. From an 
e a r l y  school ca ta logue :  " A f t e r  v i s i t o r s  have seen t h e  b e a u t i f u l  b u i l d i n g s ,  
grounds and up- to-date  equipment t h e  query o f t e n  i s  "How can a l l  t h i s  be 
ma in ta ined  a t  t h e  r a t e s  g iven?"  Low t u i t i o n  r a t e s  were p o s s i b l e  due t o  t h e  
l a r g e  number o f  R e l i g i o u s  on t h e  s t a f f ,  f o r  as t h e  ca ta logue  e x p l a i  ed, 
t hey  " rece i ve  no s a l a r y  o t h e r  than  t h e  'Hundred fo ld  i n  t h i s  l i f e .  ' I '  i~ I n  
1907, board ing  s tuden ts  p a i d  j u s t  $90 p e r  5  month sess ion,  a  f e e  which 
i n c l u d e d  "Board, Washing o f  C lo thes  T u i t i o n  i n  Eng l i sh ,  and a l l  k i nds  o f  
Use fu l  and Ornamental Need1 e  Work. "" 

The con t inued  emphasis on educa t ion  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  S i s t e r s  had t o  w a i t  n e a r l y  45 years  b e f o r e  t hey  rece i ved  a  b u i l d i n g  o f  
t h e i r  own on t h e  academy grounds. I n  1922, Buckey and Imbs again p a i r e d  
up, t h i s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  " S i s t e r s '  B u i l d i n g . "  The new 
b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  o n t o  r e a r  of t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l ,  enve lop ing p a r t  o f  t h e  
r e a r  e l l  o f  t h a t  b u i l d i n g .  A l though t h e  S i s t e r s  were p rov ided  w i t h  p r i v a t e  
rooms i n  t h e  new b u i l d i n g ,  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  space a l l o t m e n t s  d i d  n o t  
increase;  t h e  new c e l l s  were no l a r g e r  t han  those  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  h a l l .  

An a n c i l l a r y  e lement o f  t h e  1922 b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  i nc luded  adding f i r e  
doors between a l l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  main complex, p u t t i n g  a  r e a r  porch  on 
t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l ,  and add ing  matching b r i c k  veneer and a  l a r g e  two l e v e l  
g a l l e r y  t o  t h e  P r i e s t s '  House. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s '  B u i l d i n g  
had l i n k e d  t h e  P r i e s t s '  House t o  t h e  D i n i n g  H a l l ,  and completed t h e  l a r g e  
"U" o f  t h e  main complex o f  b u i l d i n g s .  The a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i c k  t o  t h e  
house brought  about a  more u n i f i e d  appearance, and t i e d  t h e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g  
v i s u a l l y  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  complex. 

The a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  g a l l e r y  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  house which 
over looks  t h e  grove a l s o  served  t o  c r e a t e  a more formal  e l e v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
house. Th i s  change may have been spur red  by an inc rease  i n  use o f  t h e  Main 
S t r e e t  ent rance,  which i s  a lmost  d i r e c t l y  west o f  t h e  P r i e s t s '  House. The 
road  t h a t  i s  now Main S t r e e t  became S t a t e  Highway 21 about t h e  same t i m e  
t h e  improvements were b e i n g  made, a  change which would have meant t h a t  t h e  

Un i t ed  S ta tes  Bureau o f  Educat ion,  B i  enni a1 Survev of Educat ion:  1918-20, 
(Washington, D . C . :  GPO, 1923) p .  537. 

83 I b i d ,  p .  497 

a4 "Arcadi  a  Coll ege and U r s u l  i ne Academy, " p .  1 2 .  

Advert isement.  I r o n  County R e g ~ s t e r ,  5 -9 -1907 ,  p .  3 
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former s i d e  gateway was i n c r e a s i n g l y  used as t h e  main ent rance.  The l a n e  
f rom t h a t  ent rance l eads  d i r e c t l y  p a s t  t h e  house, which i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  
f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  one encounters  upon e n t e r i n g  f rom Main S t r e e t .  The growing 
importance o f  t h e  Main S t r e e t  en t rance  i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  g r a n i t e  cobb les tone  gateposts ,  which were i n s t a l l e d  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 2 2 . ~ ~  

The l a s t  major  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  came i n  1930, w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
gymnasium. Again, t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t  was awarded t o  George Buckey. 
The f i r s t  ment ion o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper appeared i n  
March o f  1930; "Con t rac to r  Buckey, we understand,  w i l l  soon s t a r t  work on a  
$35,000 a u d i t o r i u m  and gymnasium t o  be b u i l t  a t  A rcad ia  ~ o l l e ~ e . " ~ ~  The 
paper r an  severa l  p rogress  r e p o r t s  on t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  one i n  August 
c l a i m i n g  t h a t  "it [ t h e  gym] w i l l  be f a r  and away $he f i n e s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  
way o f  a  gymnasium i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e . " l  Work progressed 
q u i c k l y ;  a  f r o n t  page a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper announced t h e  opening o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  November o f  t h e  same year .  

The l a r g e  b a r r e l  v a u l t  o f  t h e  gym, which p rov ided  a  c l e a r  span and 
l a r g e  open space f o r  a t h l e t i c s  and assembl ies,  i s  suppor ted by what was a t  
t h a t  t i m e  a  h i gh - tech  r o o f  f r am ing  system. The gymnasium has a  l a m e l l a  
r o o f ,  wh ich c o n s i s t s  o f  numerous s h o r t  f r am ing  members, c a l l e d  l ame l l ae ,  
which a r e  b o l t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  c r i s s - c r o s s  p a t t e r n  t o  fo rm a  v a u l t . 8 9  The 
system, which was developed i n  Germany, had been i n  use i n  t h e  Uni  ed 
S t a t e s  f o r  o n l y  f i v e  years  when i t  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  gymnasium.' The 
l ame l l a ,  o r  d i a g r i d ,  system i s  s a i d  t o  be  easy t o  i n s t a l l ,  as t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  members a r e  a l l  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  and assembly c o n s i s t s  
p r i m a r i  1  y  o f  b o l t i n g  them t o g e t h e r .  

Lamel la  r o o f  systems l a t e r  become v e r y  popu la r ,  and by m id -cen tu ry  
were be ing  used th roughou t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  S t .  Lou i s  was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
c i t i e s  i n  which t h e  system was marketed.  I t  was used f o r  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  
Arena i n  1929, i n  what has been d e s c r i b e d  as " p o s s i b l y  t h e  l a r g e s t  e x t a n t  

86 "Local  B r e v i t i e s , "  I r o n  County R e q i s t e r ,  5-25-1922, p .  3 .  

"Loca l  B r e v i t i e s , "  I r o n  County R e q i s t e r ,  3-27-1930, p .  5 .  

"Loca l  B r e v i t i e s , "  I r o n  County R e q i s t e r ,  8-21-1930, p .  3 .  

C y r i  1  H a r r i s ,  D i c t i o n a r v  of_ A r c h i t e c t u r e  and C o n s t r u c z g n ,  ( ~ e w  York :  
McGraw H i l l ,  1975) p. 284. 

Ca r l  Condi t ,  A 3 r i  can Bui l d i n g  A r t :  T h e  Tsntiit~h Centu ry ,  
Ox fo rd  U n i v e r s i t y  Press,  1962) pp.  39-40. 

(New York :  
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lame1 l a  system i n  M i s s o u r i  ." 'I That  S t .  Lou i s  connec t ion ,  p a i r e d  w i t h  a  
r a t h e r  e x a c t i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g  requ i rement  f o r  such systems, f u r t h e r  suppor ts  
t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  Thomas Imbs was i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t  as w e l l .  

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  echoes t h e  Romanesque 
Rev i va l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  chape l ,  a l t hough  i t  i s  a w l  i e d  i n  a  much l i g h t e r  
manner. The use of round  a rches  and l imes tone  accents  on r e d  b r i c k  w a l l s  
t i e s  t h e  gymnasium v i s u a l l y  t o  t h e  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
campus, and t h e  r e l a t i v e  l i g h t n e s s  o f  s c a l e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of l e s s  
o r n a t e  modern a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A lso ,  t h e  heavy f r o n t  c o r n i c e  b racke ts  and 
d e t a i l i n g  revea l  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Craf tsman a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  as do t h e  
t r i a n g u l a r  b racke t s  on t h e  s i d e  porches of t h e  P r i e s t s '  house. 

The campus saw few p h y s i c a l  changes a f t e r  t h e  gymnasium was completed. 
The school  con t i nued  t o  p rospe r ,  and a l l  o f  t h e  campus f a c i l i t i e s  were w e l l  
u t i l i z e d .  The c lassrooms i n  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  a l lowed f o r  t h e  expansion o f  
t h e  day school program t o  i n c l u d e  h i g h  school  courses,  and enro l lment  i n  
t h e  board ing  school remained h i g h  f o r  another  twenty  years  o r  more. 

Changing t imes caught  up t o  t h e  school  i n  t h e  1960s, when enro l lment  
i n  b o t h  e lementary and h i g h  school  programs began t o  d e c l i n e .  The 
e lementary  program was d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  1964, and h i g h  school  en ro l lment  
con t i nued  t o  drop.  One h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  school  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  ava i  l a b i  1 i t y  o f  r e g i o n a l  h i g h  schools ,  which a1 lowed s tuden ts  t o  
s t a y  c l o s e r  t o  home, and t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  board ing  
school  1  i f e  was becoming l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  young g i  r ~ s . " ~ '  The problem 
was compounded by t h e  d i m i n i s h i n g  numbers o f  g i r l s  who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
becoming nuns, which was c r e a  i n g  a  shor tage  o f  teachers .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  
1971, t h e  Academy was c l o s e d .  h 

The Convent remained i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  S i s t e r s  con t i nued  t o  teach .  
A Lea rn ing  Center was deve loped t o  p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l i z e d  academic ass i s tance  
f o r  school-age g i r l s ,  and a  n u r s e r y  school  f o r  area c h i l d r e n  was opened. 
The Learn ing  Center r a n  f o r  o n l y  t h r e e  years ,  b u t  t h e  nu rse ry  school  
remained i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  1988. The nuns s tayed on u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  
1990s, when t h e  p r o p e r t y  was s o l d  t o  a rea  r e s i d e n t  and r e a l  e s t a t e  
deve loper  Lawrence Gwal tney.  

M r .  Gwaltney spent  s e v e r a l  months c a t c h i n g  up on d e f e r r e d  maintenance, 
and do ing  a  sma l l  amount o f  r e s t o r a t i o n  work. The l a k e  i n  t h e  grove, which 
had been f i l l e d  i n  i n  t h e  1950s, was uncovered, and t h e  grounds were 
c l e a r e d  o f  undes i rab le  v e g e t a t i o n .  Many years  o f  accumulated d e b r i s  were 

"Columbia Na t i ona l  Guard Armory," ( N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomi n a t i o n ,  C u l t u r a l  
Resource L i b r a r y ,  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Program, M issou r i  Department of 
N a t u r a l  Resources, J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  MO.) p .  8 .10 .  

92 Fearon, p .  1 3 .  

93 I b i d .  
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removed from the  i n t e r i o r  o f  t he  springhouse, which a l so  received a  new 
r o o f .  The roof o f  t he  gatehouse a t  t he  Maple S t ree t  entrance had 
col lapsed; i t  was c a r e f u l l y  r ep l i ca ted .  The main b u i l d i n g s  were i n  
r e l a t i v e l y  good shape, and requ i red  on1 y  minor r o o f  r epa i r s  and spot r e -  
p o i n t i n g  o f  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l s .  

The laundry b u i l d i n g  and t r unk  house, which were i n  f a i r  cond i t ion ,  
have recen t l y  been sold,  and are  undergoing r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  Redevelopment 
plans f o r  the remainder o f  t h e  school b u i l d i n g s  c a l l  f o r  d i v i d i n g  t he  
proper ty  i n t o  useable pa rce ls  and adding p reserva t ion  covenants before  
r e s e l l i n g  the  bu i l d i ngs .  Preservat ion of t h e  campus remains t he  o v e r r i d i n g  
concern. 

The school today appears very much as i t  d i d  du r ing  the  pe r iod  of 
s ign i f i cance .  There have been few changes over t h e  years, t o  e i t h e r  t h e  
bu i l d i ngs  or  t he  grounds, and a l l  o f  t he  resources w i t h i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  a re  
very much i n t a c t .  A desc r i p t i on  o f  t he  Academy which was w r i t t e n  i n  1928 
s t i l l  r i n g s  t r u e :  <'Now the  imposing group of s t a t e l y  bu i l d ings ,  t he  
a r t i s t i c a l l y  l a i d  out  cour ts ,  the  f i n e  campus, t he  p i c t  resque scenery of 
Arcadia, challenge t h e  admirat ion o f  a l l  who see them." f4 

9 4  Blankmeier, pp.  59-60. 
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Master  L i s t  o f  C o n t r i b u t i n q  Resources 

Laundry B u i l d i n g  and Greenhouse 

Bui l d i n g  1889, Greenhouse c a .  1899. 
1 Gambrel Roof added ca.  1907 

I P r i e s t s '  House 

ca. 1902 
B r i c k  Veneer 1922 
Veneer c o n t r a c t o r :  George A.  Buckey 

1 G r o t t o  [ s t r u c t u r e ]  

F i r s t  ( l o w e r )  p a r t ,  ca .  1901 1 Second p a r t  ca .  1910, g i f t  o f  Rev. 
Werner 

Ca r r i aqe  Shed 

August 1907 
B u i l d e r :  Herman Dinger  
Est imated Cost :  $1,000 

S t .  Joseph's Chapel 

Foundat ion begun 1907, co rne rs tone  
l a i d  1908, d e d i c a t i o n  1909. 
A r c h i t e c t  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  
s u p e r v i s i o n :  B ro the r  Anselm. 
S ta ined  Glass windows: Emi 1  F r e i  A r t  
Glass Company of S t .  L o u i s  
Es t imated  Cos t :  $60,000 

Sp r i nq  House 

ca.  1910 
Sa id  t o  have been done by Fa ther  
John Adr ian ,  n o t  c l e a r  i f  he d i d  t h e  
work o r  supe rv i sed  t h e  p r o j e c t .  

Maple S t .  G a t e w s  [ s t r u c t u r e ]  

ca .  1910 

D i  n i  nq Hal 1 

191 3 ground b reak ing  
191 4 comple t ion  
A r c h i t e c t :  Thomas F .  Imbs o f  Comes 
and Imbs, S t .  Lou is  
C o n t r a c t o r :  George A .  Buckey, 
I r on ton  
Est imated Cost :  $40,000 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Bui l d i n q  

191 7  co rners tone  
1918 d e d i c a t i o n  
A r c h i t e c t :  Thos. F.  Imbs, S t .  L o u i s  
Con t rac to r :  George A .  Buckey, 
I r o n t o n  

F r o n t  bench [ o b j e c t ]  

c a .  1917 

I s l a n d  and B r i dne  f o r  Lake 
[ s t r u c t u r e ]  

ca .  1917 

Main S t r e e t  Gateway [ s t r u c t u r e ]  

1922 

S i s t e r ' s  B u i l d i n q  

1922 
A r c h i t e c t :  Thos. F. Imbs, S t .  Lou i s  
C o n t r a c t o r :  George Buckey, I r o n t o n  

Gymnasi um 

1930 
C o n t r a c t o r :  George A .  Buckey, 
I r on ton  
E ~ t i m a t e d  Cost :  $35,000 
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Chronology 

1847 Arcad ia  Co l lege  founded by Me thod i s t  Reverend Jerome C .  Berryman. 

1849 Town o f  A rcad ia  l a i d  o u t ,  named a f t e r  schoo l .  

1861-1863 Co l lege  c l o s e d  and b u i l d i n g s  used as m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l .  

1870 Large b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  begun, work stopped s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  
I 

1877, September o r  October.  U r s u l i n e s  buy t h e  p r o p e r t y  f rom t h e  Me thod i s t  
Church, and move i n t o  o r i g i n a l  s i x t e e n  room frame b u i l d i n g  and p a r t i a l l y  
f i n i s h e d  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  (On ly  t h r e e  rooms i n  each were h a b i t a b l e . )  

1 1877 December. Enro l lment  up t o  17 boarders  and severa l  day s t u d e n t s .  

1878 Water was pumped t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  v i a  a  " h y d r a u l i c  
ram. " 

1881 F i r s t  g radua t i on  e x e r c i s e ,  one graduate ,  L e l i a  Bugg. 

1888 Lake en larged by  S i s t e r s .  

1889 Laundry House e r e c t e d .  

ca .  1901 F i r s t  p a r t  o f  G r o t t o  b u i l t .  B u i l d i n g s  heated w i t h  h o t  wa te r ,  gas 
l i g h t .  

ca .  1902 P r i e s t s '  House e rec ted .  

1907 May; new t r u n k  house, ca rpen te r  shop, p a i n t  s t o r e ,  and garage bu rn .  
August; Trunk house rep laced  w i t h  c u r r e n t  s t r u c t u r e ,  wh ich had two s t o r i e s .  

1908 Foundat ion f o r  e l e c t r i c  powerhouse was begun, power i n s t a l l e d  i n  1909. 

1907-09. Chapel i s  b u i l t .  Corners tone says 1908, f o u n d a t i o n  begun 1907, 
d e d i c a t i o n  i n  1909. 

1910 Organ and a d d i t i o n a l  windows i n s t a l l e d  i n  c h a p e l *  

1910 New g r o t t o  w i t h  s t a t u e  o f  Our Lady of Lourdes donated by Reverend L .  
C .  Werner t .  

1910 and 1911. Governor Hadley v i s i t s  t h e  school ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w i t h  
Reverend Werner t .  
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1910 ca.  Rev. John A d r i a n  en la rges  f o u n t a i n  and b u i l d s  f oun ta in  house. 

1913 I r o n  Mountain r a i l r o a d  chooses t h e  Academy as t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  s i x t h  
demons t ra t ion  farm. 

( 1913 Ground b reak ing  f o r  t h e  D i n i n g  Hal 1  

I 1916 U r s u l i n e  Academy, A rcad ia  was f u l l y  a c c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
M i ssou r i  . 

I 1917, Feb. 9 .  O ld  b r i c k  c o l l e g e  burns  t o  ground 

1 1917 Spr ing ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  begun t o  rep lace  o l d  c o l l e g e .  

/ 1917 F r o n t  grounds " l a i d  o u t  i n t o  a  p a r k , "  f r o n t  bench p robab ly  done then  
as we1 1  . 
1919-1921 F i r s t  peak e n r o l l m e n t  o f  over  100 s tuden ts .  

1922 S i s t e r s '  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  and r e a r  porch was added t o  t h e  d i n i n g  
h a l l .  Porch and b r i c k  veneer were added t o  P r i e s t s '  house. I r o n  f i r e  
doors  added th roughou t .  

1930 Aud i t o r i um b u i  1 t 

1937-38 en ro l lmen t  ove r  100. 

1946-48 en ro l lmen t  over  100. 

1956 Lake f i l l e d  i n .  

1965 Chapel renovated f o r  Va t i can  I 1  

1970 l a s t  g radua t i ng  c l a s s .  

1971-74 Learn ing  c e n t e r  opera ted  on grounds. 

1971-1988 Nursery  school  opera ted .  

1992 U r s u l i n e s  s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  Lawrence Gwaltney. 
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Photographs 

The f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  t h e  same f o r  a l l  photographs:  

Ursu l  i ne Academy o f  A rcad i  a  
Main and Maple S t r e e t s ,  A rcad ia  
I r o n  County, M i s s o u r i  
Debbie Sheal s  
March, 1998 
Debbie Sheals 406 West Broadway 
Columbia, MO 65203 

L i s t  o f  Photographs 
See photo  key map f o r  i n d i c a t i o n  of camera ang les .  

1. Maple S t .  Ent rance ga tes  

2. Gymnasi um facade 

3 .  Gymnasium and i s l a n d  b r i d g e  

4 .  Gymnasi um d e t a i  1  

5. Gymnasium r o o f  and s tage  d e t a i l .  

6 .  Fron t  lawn and b u i l d i n g s ,  f rom o u t s i d e  t h e  boundar ies .  

7. S t .  Joseph's Chapel, facade.  

8 .  Chapel, f rom grove .  

9. Chapel i n t e r i o r  

1 0 .  Chapel, s t a i n e d  g l a s s  window d e t a i l  

1 1 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  facade.  

12. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g ,  eas t  w ing.  

1 3 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g ,  s tage 

14 .  Dormi to ry  Room, A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g .  

1 5 .  D i n i n g  H a l l .  
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L i s t  o f  Photographs, c o n t i  nued . 
See pho to  key map f o r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  camera ang les .  
16. S i s t e r s '  b u i l d i n g  ( sou th  e l e v a t i o n . )  

17. Nun's c e l l ,  S i s t e r s '  b u i l d i n g .  

18. P r i e s t s '  House, f rom Main S t r e e t  en t rance  l ane .  

19. Laundry B u i l d i n g  

20. Laundry, Ca r r i age  Shed, P r i e s t s '  House, f rom o u t s i d e  t h e  boundar ies .  

21. Grove, w i t h  ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t )  S p r i n g  House, G ro t t o ,  I s l a n d  and B r i d g e .  
Modern hous ing n o r t h  o f  boundar ies  i s  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  background. 

22. G r o t t o  

23. Main S t r e e t  gateway. 

2 4 .  Fron t  Bench. 
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F i g u r e  Three.  Boundary Map, 
based on a 1998 survey o f  
t h e  p r o p e r t y .  D i s t r i c t  
boundary i s  i n d i c a t e d  
by t h e  d a r k  broken l i n e .  
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UTM re fe rences ,  con t i nued .  

5.  Zone Easting Northing 

1 5  709280 4161660 

7 .  Zone Easti ng Northing 

15 709130 41 62000 

6.  Zone Easti ng Northing 

15 7091! 

8 .  Zone Easti ng Northing 

15 709200 4162140 

9. Zone Easting Northing 

15 709280 41 62085 

Verbal  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n  

See accompanying base map, F i g u r e  Four,  page 4 1  . Boundary i s  i n d i c a t e d  by 
dark  broken 1 i n e .  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The c u r r e n t  boundar ies  encompass a l l  o f  t h e  p r ima ry  b u i l d i n g s  and 
s t r u c t u r e s  t o  be assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  Academy d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
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