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Montauk State Park 

Montauk State Park i s  located on 633 acres o f  land i n  the southern portLon o f  Dent County, 
twenty-one mi les southwest of Salem, Missouri. The outstanding na tu ra l  feature o f  the 
park i s  a spr ing t h a t  forms an excel lent  t r o u t  stream near t h e  head of the Current River.  
An o l d  m i l l ,  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  by CCC enrol lees, i s  an important h i s t o r i c a l  feature o f  the 
park. I n  add i t ion  t o  working on the o ld  m i l l ,  Veterans Company 1770 corrstructed a dam and 
br idge, t o u r i s t  cabins, and other park bui ld ings.  F i re ,  heavy use, and modernization have 
taken t h e i r  t o l l  a t  Montauk, leaving few of the o r i g i n a l  CCC strucutures i n t a c t .  The 
bu i ld ings  and s t ruc tures  nominated i n  t h i s  park are, as fol lows: the o1.d m i l l ,  the 
she l te r  and footbr idge, and the dam and sp i l lway  (near the f i s h  hatchery). See inventory 
data sheets on these proper t ies.  
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The Old Y i l l  a t  Yontauk S t a t e  P a r k  was b u i l t  i n  1896 on t h e  s i t e  of a n  e a r l i e r  g r i s t  m i l l  t h a t  had 
long been an impor tant  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  now-vanished v i l l a g e  of Yontauk, Missour i .  During the  
1 9 3 0 t s ,  CCC worlcers developed Xontauk and t h e  surrounding a r e a  i n t o  a  popular  s t a t e  pa rk ,  which 
d isp1acedsevera . l  houses and o t h e r  n ine teenth-century  s t r u c t u r e s .  However, t h e  C C C  l a b o r e r s  under 
the  d i r e c t f o n  or' t h e  Na t iona l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e  saved t h e  m i l l ,  complet ing a  remodel-ing p r o j e c t  t h a t  
inc luded s h e a t h i n g  the s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  oak board and b a t t e n  s i d i n g  ( s t a i n e d  wi th  c r e o s o t e )  and p lac-  
ing a  new s t o n e  foundat ion  under t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  S e t  i n t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  s t o n e  founda t ion  
? l aced  under rhe  b u i l d i n g  i n  1935 a r e  two o l d  m i l l s t o n e s  f i l l e d  v i t h  c o n c r e t e .  I n  the  c e n t e r  of 
3ne of  t h e s e  i s  t h e  fo l lowing i n s c r i p t i o n :  "Veteran Co. 1770 Sec.  2 Feb. 10. 35." I n  remodeling 
t h e  sill, t h e  CIZC workers d i d  n o t  d i s t u r b  t h e  machinery f o r  g r i n d i n g  wheat ,  whfich remains on t h e  
second f l o o r  of  the  b u i l d i n g  (Photo :!6A). The s m a l l e r  co rn  g r ind ing  appa ra tus  remains i n  t h e  small 
room a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  (Photo :%5A). The Q l d  Y i l l  i s  a  two and one-half s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  
2 f  ~ o o d  frame c '3ns t ruc t ion  v i t h  an  i r r e g u l a r  f l o o r  ? l a n .  There is a  s t o n e  and concrece  :lill r a c e  3: 
t he  wesc s i d l  a f  t he  j u i l d i n g .  -1 prominent e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  tower- l ike  e x t e n s i o n  
above t h e  secon8i-s torv  r o o f .  The 2 u l t i - l e v e l  % a b l e  roof is  covered w i t h  wood s h i n g l e s .  The Y i l l  
r e t a i n s  t h e  3ak s i d i n s  ( s t a i n e d  w i t h  c r e o s o t e )  app l i ed  i n  1935. 3 e a u t i f u l l v  s . i t u a t e d  an  a  s ~ r i n q  
5ranc.i o f  t h e  Current  Xiver,  t h e  sill remains an important  h i s t o r i c  a t t r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  
?a rk .  
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J 3 e  Old Y i l l  a t  Vontauk S t a t e  Pa rk  nas  excep t iona l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  under C r i t e r i a  A i n  t h a t  i t  repre-  
s e n t s  a  combined ~ f f o r t  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  governments,  w i th  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of f e d e r a l  r e l i e f '  
workers,  t o  rer.g'ra:e a  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e  a s  an impor tan t  element of a  s t a t e  park  development 
p r o j e c t  c u r i n g  t h e  1930 's .  The Old Y i l l  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  fo l lowing  even t s  t h a t  have made a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  broad p a t t e r n s  of  o u r  h i s t o r y :  1. t h e  beginning of t h e  s t a t e  pa rk  
xovement 2 .  t he  advent  of f e d e r a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p a r k  development w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e s  3. t h e  
emergence of Yew 3 e a l  r e l i e f  programs, such a s  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conservat ion  Corps 4 .  t h e  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  of  f e d e r a l  r e l i e f  workers i n  a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  p rese rved  a  c u l t u r a l  r e source  as a  complement t o  
t h e  n a t u r a l  r e sources  of an a r e a  t h a t  would become a  popular  s t a t e  nark .  The Cld Y i l l  i s  s i g n i f i -  
can t  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  a r e a s :  I n d u s t r y :  B u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  of a n  e a r l i e r  m i l l ,  t h e  p resen t  Old X i 1 1  
i s  t h e  l a s t  remnant oE t h e  v i i l a g e  of wontauk, which w a s  a t h r i v i n g  communitv from t h e  mid-1800's 
t o  t h e  e a r l y  1900 's .  m e n  t h e  m i l l  w a s  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  had s e v e r a l  o f f i c e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  
to  t h e  m i l l i n g  rooms. The second and p a r t i a l  t h i r d  f l o o r s  housed t h e  m ~ c h i n e r y  f o r  wheat n i l l i n g .  
which i s  s t i l . 1  1-ocated t h e r e .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  co t a i n e d  a small anpara tus  f o r  g r i n d i n g  co rn ,  but  j P 
func t ioned  main111 a s  a  s t o r a g e  and b u s i n e s s  a r e a .  The co rn  g r i n d i n g  appa ra tus  remains i n  a  back 
room on t h e  first f l o o r .  This  a p p a r a t u s  and the  wheat  g r i n d i n g  machinery were preserved i n  t h e  
1935 p r o j e c t  and remain a s  reminders of n ine teen th -cen tu ry  i n d u s t r y  i n  a  small Ozark v i l l a g e .  
? o l i t i c s / G o v e m ~ e n t :  The Old X i 1 1  a t  Yontauk e x i s t s  because  of  a  combined e f f o r t  of t h e  f e d e r a l  
and s t a t e  governments to develop a  park  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes  and a j o i n t  d e c i s i o n  to  save  t h e  
m i l l  a s  an impor tant  c u l t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  park .  Socia l /Humani tar ian:  The remodeling of t h e  
m i l l ,  i n  a d d l t i o n  to  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  a t  Yontauk S t a t e  Pa rk ,  provided needed work r e l i e f  f o r  World 
War I v e t e r a n s  e n r o l l e d  i n  Company 1770 of  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conservat ion  Corps. Recrea t ion:  The Old 
kill is  a v i t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  development of  Hontauk S t a t e  Park.  ~!.ans a r e  underway t o  
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cencered on  he above r e fe renced  UP! ? o i n t .  The west  l i n e  runs  p a r a l l e l  t o  and 10' from  he west- 
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open t h e  m i l l  f o r  v i s i t s  b y  t o u r i s t s  and perhaps  t o  make t h e  g r i n d i n g  machinery o p e r a t i o n a l  
a g a i n  as a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  ve ry  popular  pa rk .  

'?farian Gocdding. "Xontauk M i l l  H i s t o r y ;  P r e l i m i n a r y  Study,  1979, " unpubl ished 
manuscr ip t  OF. f i l e  a t  t h e  Department o f  Na tura l  Resources,  J e f f e r s o n  Ci ty: ,  Y i s s o u r i .  
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b u i l d i n g .  The r e s u l t i n g  r e c t a n g l e ,  which measures 66' nor th-south by 78 '  eas t -wes t ,  
forms a compact and convenient  boundary f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  which is n e s t l e d  between 
t h e  park  road and a s m a l l  s t ream.  
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