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1. Name

historic HAMITLTON HOUSE

and-or common Edna Cuddy Memorial House and Gardens

2. Location

street & number 1228 West Main - not far publication
 city, town Bethany ___ vicinity of
state Missouri code 29 county Harrison code (g1
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district X public - — Bccupied ____ agriculture X museum
_X_ building{s) ___ private X__ unoccupied — commercial 0 park
—___ structure ____bhoth —e. WOrk in progress — educational ____ private residence
——- Site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment .. religious
—— object . In process —X_. yes: restricted — government — scientific
' — being considered — yes: unrestricted — industriai — transportation
X_ N/A ——no — military ___ other:

4. Owner of Property

name Harrison County Historical Society

street & number P. O. Box 199

city, town Bethany ___ vicinity of state Missouril 64424

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Racorder of Deeds

street & number Harrison County Courthouse

city, town Bethany state  Migsouri 64424
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Missouri State Historical Survey has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _¥X no

date 1980 ___federal _*_ state ___county ___ local

depository for survey records Missouri Department of Natural Resources - P, O, Box 176

city, town Jefferson City state  Missouri 65102




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
— excellent ___deteriorated ¥ _ unaltered _X original site
X good ___ ruins ___. altered — _moved  date ._

— fair

— unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Hamilton/Edna Cuddy Memorial House and Gardens is an
asymmetrical shaped house of brick construction facing North from its
corner lot one block off the square in the City of Bethany, Missouri.
This tall and stately Italianate-style home was designed in 1882 by
Edmund Eckel of St. Joseph, Missouri, for a prominent hardware
merchant by the name of James P. Hamilton (but usually called J.P.).
Mr. Hamilton's initials, J.P.H., and the date, 1882, were carved into
the projecting double window header off the second floor™af the north
facade. The initials and dates are further accentuated by a gable
pediment in the roof just above this area. There is a one-story,
slanted bay below this area. At the top of the windows on hoth the
first and second floor levels, there is a double row of soldier
course brick (a design often used by Edmund Eckel) that wraps itself
around the north and part of the east facade. This decoration is
very prominent from the street. A smooth stone belt accentuates the
separation of the first and second floor levels. At the roof line, a
projecting cornice is supported by concave, curved brackets with
dentils between the brackets. The roof is a low, truncated-hip style
covered with asbestos shingles. There are three plain brick
chimneys, one on the west and two on the east walls.

The windows are long and narrow and are carefully proportioned
to the whole house. There are curved brick arches above each window
and protruding iron sills beneath.

The doors on the primary facade have transoms and both tend to
reach directly intoc the street with their small porches and short
expanse of lawn. The porch on the east appears as an addition to the
original house, but covers the same area that an earlier porch had
covered. The columns are tapered from bottom to top and not in
keeping with the Italianate style of the house. Once inside the main
entrance on the west, there is a long hall with a series of doors and
an open, curved staircase that leads to the second floor. The
tapered, octagonal newell post in the hall and the wooden trellage in
the double doors are probably factory made. The doors lead to the
front parlor, a dining room, the basement stairs and the kitchen.
Within the rooms are decorative elements such as: arched woodwork
above the doors, sliding wood door panels and the trellage between the
parlor and dining room.

The ceilings are high, eleven feet in most rooms, but more in
the front hallway. Wallpaper, typically floral but peeling and
cracking, makes the rooms a bit garish.

The second floor contains four bedrooms, but on a somewhat
plainer tone than the first floor. However, the curved staircase
leading from the first floor has a handsome newell post, carved
balustrades, oriental carpet and grained woodwork.
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On the exterior, there is a large expanse of lawn and wooded
area on the south side of the property. At one time, these two lots
were a formal garden, but they have not been maintained for a long
period of time and volunteer trees have overgrown the area. On the
north and west, the property line is marked with a low iron fence
made by the Champion Iron Fence Company of Kenton, Chio. It was in
place during the Hamiltons' residency.

While this home is not the most lavish of Italiante/Victorian
styles in America or Missouri, it is elaborate for Harrison County
and the City of Bethany. It is a handsome, well-constructed and
fashionably-adorned house built for a late-19th-Century, middle-class
hardware merchant. This house typifies the life and times of the
merchant class in "small town" Northwest Missouri.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric _ __ archeology-prehistoric __ __ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

——. 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —-—— conservation — law — science

——1500-1599 ____ agriculture —__ economics — literature — sculpture

— 16001699 _x architecture . education . military —— SOCial/

.. 1700-1799 ____ art -—— engineering — _ music humanitarian

_X _1800-1899 _ X commerce .—— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—_1900- —___ communications . industry —. politics/government  ____ transportation
— invention — other (specify)

Specific dates 1882 ) Builder/Architect Edmund Eckel

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The Hamilton/Edna Cuddy Memorial House and Gardens is
significant according to the criteria of evaluation under definitions
B and C to wit: it is associated with the life of James P. Hamilton,
a person significant to the history of the town of Bethany and the
county of Harrison in Missouri; and it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of the Italianate-style house aof the middle-class
merchant in Missouri.

Architecture: The Hamilton/Edna Cuddy Memorial House and
Gardens is a good example of an effort to erect as pretentious a
house as possible by an aggressive pioneer as he assumed an aura of
grace in building himself a dwelling as spacious and spectacular as
his purse and parcel would allow. Mr. Hamilton went even further
with his pretentiousness in building his home out of brick in an area
where wood frame structures are predominant. This tall and stately
structure was built near the downtown square in Bethany, Missouri.
Because the Italianate is rare in Harrison County, this house stands
out as being significant. Certain features of the house, which would
have been built of stone in 17th Century Italy, have been translated
into brick and wood in the area of Missouri. The imitation elements,
such as brackets and soldier course brick, communicate substance and
stature critical to the successful appearance of the facade.

The windows of the house are long and narrow in keeping with the
Italianate style. The front doors also reach out to the street with
small porches and staircases with a very small front lawn. On the
interior, the tapered octagonal mewell post in the hall and the
wooden trellage in the double doors are probably factory made, a
feature of pretentious houses built after 1885. The ceilings are
high and give the feeling of airy space and a comfortable sense of
enclosure. The curved staircase, grained woodwork and other interior
decorations indicate the Hamilton family built a lavish, handsome,
well-constructed and fashionably-adorned house to reflect their
economic and social status in Bethany, Missouri. The survival of the
construction date and J.P. Hamilton's initials on the second floor
window headers are important elements in evaluating the significance
of the Hamilton/Edna Cuddy Memorial House and Gardens.
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Commerce: J.P. Hamilton's 1life (1840-1911) is an interesting
case study of a successful southerner on the Missouri frontier
engaged in the mercantile business. J.P. Hamilton was born in Green
County, Kentucky, in 1840, and came with his parents to Randolph
County, Missouri, later to Daviess County, and in 1859 to Bethany.
J.P. Hamilton was a pioneer hardware merchant who started his
business in 1859 in Bethany when it was still considered a small
country town. Mr. Hamilton continued in the hardware business until
1899, when ill health forced him to sell the Hamilton Hardware
Company to Phillips and Storm, who reorganized it into the Bethany
Hardware Company. During his forty years as a merchant in Bethany,
Mr. Hamilton was a prominent man in city and county affairs. He
served as alderman for the City of Bethany. He helped organize the
Bethany Savings Bank, of which he was a director and vice president.
He was a member of the Independent order of Qdd Fellows and the
Knights of Pythias Lodge. In the 1921 History of Harrison County,
Mr. Hamilton is remembered as one of the sturdy pioneers and
enterprising characters who helped Bethany and Harrison County grow.

Final Comment: While it is not a factor in National Register
consideration, it is nonetheless of considerable importance that,
although the house has deteriorated in recent years and needs
attention, it is now in the hands of the Harrison County Historical
Society, which is vitally concerned with its restoration and
preservation.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Wanamaker, George W., Ed. History of Harrison County,
Missouri. Topeka, Kansas: Historical Printing
Co., 1921.

10. Geographical Data

.50 acres
Acreage of nomlna;gd property s
Quadrangle name Bethany, Missouri

Quadrangte scale 1:62, 500
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Verbal boundary description and justification Lots one (1), five (5), and six (6), all in Block
four (4) in the Southwest quarter of the west one~half of the Southeast quarter of
Section ten (10), Township sixty-three (63). Range twenty-eight (28), in the City
of Bethany, Missouri.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namedtitte 1. Thomas W. Carneal, Associate Professor

ofganizagioh Northwest Missouri State University date August 10, 1984

street & number 30 7 Colden Hall ‘elephone (8 16) 5621217

Maryville, state Missouri(816) 562~1212

city or town
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—_ national —_state X __local

Asg the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
865), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaiuated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth ationa) Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature /é% OZ/

John Karel, Director & Deputy S@/Historu: Preservation / Y
tile Officer, Division of Parks and NiStoric Preservation date A /277/ 8

For NPS use only
t hereby certify that this property is inciuded in the Nationai Register

date

" Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration




HAMILTON/EDNA CUDDY MEMORIAL HOUSE AND GARDENS/:|

1218 West Main

Bethany, Missouri
U.8.G.8. 15°¢
"Bethany (Missouri)"
Scale: 1:62,500

UTM References:

lleoun Y,
Farasm

&

a

2 TSt jsm-z i

7 i — ] R.26 W.

COFFEE 0.5 ML
m IMTEAIOR—GEQLOGICAL SURVEY, walu|MATON, 0. | . .
. Palyconic projection. 1927 North American datum

* 5000 yard grid based on U. 5. zone system, D

32500 R o ks PATTONSEBURG 15 Mi
MERGN 39 M:
12000 15000 18000 21000 FEET
3 3 5 KILOMETERS
ral 20 feet
1 geq level

10000 foot grid based on Missouri {west)
rectangular coordinate system

BETHANY, MO.
Edition of 1948

N4015—W9400/15

MOUNT MORIAH |3 Mi,
PRINCETCN 27 Ml




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1l024-00]13
[<2. -] Expires l0-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet HAMILTON HOUSE ltem number 11 Page |

2. James M. Denny, Chief Survey & Registration
and State Contact Person
Department of Natural Resources November 15, 1984
Historic Preservation Program (314) 751-4096
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