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Bennett Spring State Park 

Bennett Spring Sta te  Park i s  located twelve miles west of Lebanon in Dallas and  Laclede 
counties on the western edge of the Ozark Highland region in southern Missouri. The 
waters of Bennett Spring well up from an underground river through a large f i s sure  in 
the f loor  of a beautiful valley. From the spring a t rout  stream tumbles over a dam, 
passes under a stone bridge and flows over a mile of rock ledges and gravel bars before 
emptying into the Niangua River. Acquired by purchase in 1924, Bennett Spring i s  one of 
the oldest  of Missouri's s t a t e  parks. I n  the 19301s, C C C  workers made improvements o n  
an old mi l l ,  which was subsequently destroyed by f i r e .  Other CCC projects in the park 
included cabins, a large dining lodge, and the dramatic stone bridges across the t rout  
stream in the vic ini ty  of a state-run hatchery. This park contains one h i s to r ic  d i s t r i c t ,  
the Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic Dis t r i c t ,  and a non-contiguous s i t e  on which are located 
the picturesque she l t e r  house and water gauge s ta t ion.  Dis t r i c t  data follows ; please 
see inventory sheets on the she l t e r  house and water gauge s ta t ion .  
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The water gauge s t a t i o n  near  t h e  ent rance  t o  Bennett Spring S t a t e  Park i:; a small ( 8 '  x 8') 
two-story tower of random c u t  s t ~ n e  cons t ruc t ion  wi th  a  pyramidal roof and round-arched 
window openings, from which the  o r i g i n a l  windows a r e  gone. I r r e g u l a r l y  piaced smail  s tones  
i n  rough rounded shapes add a decora t ive  t e x t u r a l  element tc t h i s  r u s ~ i c  tower That sugges ts  
the  Romanesque and r i s e s  from t h e  edge of a  b e a u t i f u l  c l e a r  stream. I n  a wooded a r e a  
southeas t  of t h e  water gauge s t a t i o n  s tands  an open p icn ic  s h e l t e r  of i~o(3d and random a s h l a r  
c o n s t r u c t i o ~ l  wi th  an  enclosed alcove on the  e a s t  end t h a t  houses a  sLone f i r e p l a c e .  T1?io 
arched windows on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  chimney echo the  arched window openings of the  water 
gauge s t a t i z .  The segnental  a rches  above the  window openings a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  stcnewor: 
of t h e  hea r th .  The small  (26 '  x 26' ) s h e l t e r  follows a modified T ,  o r  t runcated  cruciform, 
p l a n  wi th  taLhree open s i d e s  s h e l t e r e d  by a p i tched cross-gabled r o o f .  E u i l t  by the  C i v i l i a n  
Conservation Corps between 1933 and 1936, t h e  s h e l t e r  and water gauge s t a t i o n  remain 
outs tanding f e a t u r e s  of a smll p i c n i c  a r e a  i n  t h i s  popular s t a t e  park .  
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The water gauge s t a t i o n  and open she l t e r  a t  Bennett Spring S ta te  Park have exceptional  
s ignif icance under C r i t e r i a  A and C i n  t h a t  they represent  e a r l y  and successful  
const ruct ion p ro j ec t s  of the Civ i l i an  Conservation Corps, which was l a rge ly  responsible  
f o r  developing this and several  o ther  s t a t e  parks f o r  public use i n  the years  before 
World War 11, and a l s o  i n  t ha t  they exemplify the type of r u s t i c  a rch i tec tu re  promoted 
by the National Park Service during the  1930 ' s .  Located i n  southern Missouri a t  the  
western edge of the Ozark Highland, Bennett Spring was one of 14issouri 's  f i r s t  s t a t e  parks 
and continues t o  have grea t  s ignif icance f o r  i t s  marvelous spring and t rou t  hatchery.  
Although the park was es tabl ished i n  1925, development of i t s  rec rea t iona l  po t en t i a l  d i d  
not get  underway u n t i l  CCC Company 1772 -ms s ta t ioned there  i n  the f a l l  of 1933. Company 
1772 was a veteran company, manned by World War I veterans,  who were older  than the major i ty  
of CCC enro l lees .  The Bonus marches of the e a r l y  1930's brought a t t en t i on  t o  the p l i gh t  
of these men, who had served t h e i r  country i n  the  F i r s t  World War and found themselves 
unable t o  make a l i v i n g  during the Depression. During i t s  four years  a t  Bennett Spring, 
Company 1772 gave new hope t o  many of these men, while building such notable s t ruc tu r e s  a s  
the  water gauge s t a t i o n  and the  nearby s h e l t e r .  I n  t h e i r  near ly  p r i s t i n e  c o n d i t i ~ n ,  these  
small r u s t i c  buildings movingly r e c a l l  the devotion t o  craftsmanship and a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  
of these hard-pressed, but hard-working men. 

3. MAJOR 818LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - 
"Bennett Spring." Lebanon, Missouri: Chamber of Commerce, 1974? 
CCC Sp-7 Bi-Monthly Progress Reports, on f i l e  a t  the National Archives and Records Service ,  

\ashington,  D .  C .  
Godsey, Townsend. -The S t a t e  Parks of ~ ' s m u i .  Jefferson Ci-cy, 1931. 
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IERSAL ~ C U N O A F ~ Y  oESC.?IPTION AN0 iL'ST!=iCATiON The nominated. property is  contained within a 
parallelogram centered on the  above referenced UTM po in t ,  whose eas te rn  boundary i s  the  
t rou t  stream known a s  the spring branch of Bennett Spring. The nortnern and southern boundar- 
i n t e r s e c t  with the  spr ing branch and run p a r a l l e l  t o  3ne another and 150' apa r t .  The norther11 
boundary runs p a r a l l e l  t o  and 50' nor th  3f :he nor th  l a11  of the she-lter house; the  southern 
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I t e m  9 

Pfissowi~: A ~ u i $ e ~ ~ , ~ k ~ ~ ~ - ~ . e  m q e ,  compiled by t h e  Workers of t h e  Wr i t e r s  
Program of t h e  Works P r o j e c t s  Adminis t ra t ion  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Missour i .  
New York: h e l l ,  Sloan and Pearce,  1941, pp. 419-420, 

~ i s m & i  ~ a a A s .  K s t ~ i c t  CCC . 1937? 

Item 10  

bcundary r - ~ n s  2 a r a l l e l  t o  and 2 5 '  south  of t he  south  wall  of t he  gauge s t a t i o n .  The 
wes tern  boundary l i n e  i n t e r s e c t s  wi th  t h e  nc r the rn  2nd southern boundary l i n e s  and 
rms p a r a l l e l  t o  the  sp r ing  branch.  The r e s u l t i n g  para l le logram wi th  equal  s i d e s  of 
150' in l e n g t h  forms a compact acd convenient boundary f o r  t he  p rope r ty  :hat i nc ludes  
t h e  she1;er house and water gauge s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  p i c n i c  8rea  on the  western bank of 
t h e  s t r e a n .  
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