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Bennett Spring State Park i

Bennett Spring State Park is Tocated twelve miles west of Lebanon in Dallas and Laclede
counties on the western edge of the Ozark Highland region in southern Missouri. The
waters of Bennett Spring well up from an underground river through a large fissure in

the floor of a beautiful valley. From the spring a trout stream tumbles over a dam,
passes under a stone bridge and flows over a mile of rock ledges and gravel bars before
emptying into the Niangua River. Acquired by purchase in 1924, Bennett Spring is one of
the oldest of Missouri’s state parks. In the 1930's, CCC workers made improvements on

an old mi1l, which was subsequently destroyed by fire. Other CCC projects in the park
included cabins, a large dining lodge, and the dramatic stone bridges across the trout
stream in the vicinity of a state-run hatchery. This park contains one historic district,
the Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District, and a non-contiguous site on which are located
the picturesque shelter house and water gauge station. District data follows; please

see inventory sheets on the shelter house and water gauge station.
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NAME
STORIC
{0 /0R CCMMON Bennett Spring State Park Shelter House and Water Gauge Station
LOCATION
"REET & NUMBER
TY, TOWN — _VYICINITY OF
TATE Missouri C30E 2 COUNTY Dallas coDE 059
. CLASSIFICATION
ATESORY QWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__district X public - —_Cccupied ___agricuiture ___mussum
__buildIng(s) —_private N/A __unoccupied __.commaercial X_park
— structure ___both —_work In srogress __. educgtional —_privete residsncs
_sity PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —__snisrtginment ___reilgious
—_objsct —_In process ____Yyes: restrictad ___.3overnment . scientifle
___being considered X_vestunrestricted ___industrigt ___transportation
——no —milltary —-other:
.. OWNER OF PROPERTY ,
AME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
TREET 8 NUMBER P.0. Box 176
T, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY QOF STATE  Missouri
. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
3. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS )
ITLE OETERMINED ELEGIBLE ? ves _X wno FEDERAL STATE COUNTY Loc
Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982~1984
> DESCRIPTION .
.ONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
___exceilent ___deteriorated X unagitered " _X_ oniginal site
X_good — _ruins — altered —__moved date AUngSt 1984
~fgir —___4nexposed .

CESCRIBE THE PRESENT aAND CRIGINAL (IF XNCWN) PHYSICAL APSPSARANCE

The water gauge station near the entrance to Bennett Spring State Park is a small (&' x 8')
two=-story tower of random cut stone construction with a pyramidal roof and round-arched

window openings, from which the original windows are gone,

Irregularly placed smail stones

in rough rounded shapes add a decorative textural element to this rustic tower that suggests

the Romanesque and rises from the edge of a beautiful clear stream,

In a wooded area

southeast of the water gauge station stands an open picnic shelter of wood and random ashlar
construction with an enclosed alcove on the east end that houses a stone fireplace. Two
arched windows on either side of the chimney echo the arched window openings of ihe water

gauge staticn.
of the hearth.

plan with three open sides sheltered by a pitched cross-gabled roof,
Conservation Corps between 1933 and 1936, the shelter and water gauge station remain

outstanding features of a small picnic area in this popular state park.

The segmental arches above the window openings are rerlected in the stcnewor:
The small (26' x 26') shelter follows a modified T, or truncated cruciform,
Built by the Civilian



SIGNIFiCANCE

IRICD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECX AND JUSTIFY SELOW

—_prehistoric grehecieqy - prehistoric ____community pianning ____landscape architacturs reifgion

__iagQ-1ag9 archeociogy - historic sonservation — _law -___.3cisncs

__1500-i5399 agricuiture —___econaemics ____ltergture _____scuipturse

__1600-1699 X _architecture —___sducation —_ military X social /

__17Q0 -i799 —_art — ngineering music humanitarian

___ 1800 -i893 sommarcse expieration/sertiemant —__philosophy theater

i 190Q - ¢ommunications jndustry X __ politics /governmaent transportation
invention X ___other {specify)

Recreation
PECIFIC DATES 19331936 BUILDER /ARCHITECT CCC/NPS

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The water gauge station and open shelter at Bennett Spring State Park have exceptional
significance under Criteria A and C in that they represent early and successful

construction projects of the Civilian Conservation Corps, which was largely responsible

for developing this and several other state parks for public use in the years before

World War IT, and also in that they exemplify the type of rustic architecture promoted

by the National Park Service during the 1930's, Located in southern Missouri at the

western edge of the Ozark Highland, Bennett Spring was one of Missouri's first state parks
and continues to have great significance for its marvelous spring and trout hatchery.
Although the park was established in 1925, development of its recreational potential did

not get underway until CCC Company 1772 was stationed there in the fall of 1933. Company
1772 was a veteran company, manned by World War I veterans, who were older than the majoriiy
of CCC enrollees. The Bonus marches of the early 1930's brought attention to the plight

of these men, who had served their country in the First World War and found themselves
unable to make a living during the Depression. During its four years at Bennett Spring,
Company 1772 gave new hope to many of these men, while building such nctable structures as
the water gauge station and the nearby shelter. In their nearly pristine condition, these
small rustic buildings movingly recall the devotion to craftsmanship and attention to detail
of these hard-pressed, but hard-working men.

). MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -

"Bennett Spring." Lebanon, Missouri: Chamber of Commerce, 19747

CCC Sp~7 Bi-Monthly Progress Reportis, on file at the National Archives and Records Service,
Washington, D.C.

Godsey, Townsend. The -State Parks. of Missouri. Jefferson City, 1931.

Q. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA : ‘ T 00
\CREAGE OF PROPERTY_" - auaorancie sase__Bennett Springa, Me seacs _1:24,000 _
;M meFzrences *Less thant one acre

A5 512560 41 74200
ZONE CASTING NCRTHING ZCNE

ASTING NORTHING
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/ERBAL SCUNDARY OESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION The nominated property is contained wi?hin a
parallelogram centered on the above referenced UTM point, whose eastern boundary 1s the o
trout stream known as the spring branch of Bennett Spring, The northern and southern boundar:
intersect with the spring branch and run parallel to one another and 150' apart., The northern
boundary runs parallel to'and 50' north of the north wall of the shelter_house; the scuthern
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NAME / TITLZ Bonnie Wright
B ANIT ATION 14 atoric Preservation Program
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Migsouri: A»GubmaﬁmmﬁﬂmbfﬂxnmdmevState, compiled by the Workers of the Writers
Program of the Works Projects Administration in the State of Missouri,
New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1941, pp. 419-420,

Missouri Kansas District CCC. 19377

Item 10

boundary runs parallel to and 25' south of the south wall of the gauge station, The
western boundary line intersects with the northern and southern boundary lines and
runs parallel to the spring branch, The resulting parallelogram with equal sides of
150" in Zength forms o compact and convenient toundary for the property -hat includes
the shelwer house and water gauge station in the picnic area on the western bank of
the stream.
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EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Bennett Spring State Park
Dallas and Laclede Counties, Missouri

BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK HATCHERY-
LODGE HISTORIC DISTRICT

U.5.G.8S. 7.5' Scale 1:24,000
BENNETT SPRINGS, MO. Quadrangle (1982)

UTM Reference Points:
a. 15/512720/4175300
b. 15/512810/4174890
c. 15/512340/4175200
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