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Lewis and Clark State Park

Lewis and Clark State Park is located on the shores of Sugar Lake in the vicinity of Rushville,
approximately twenty miles southeast of St. Joseph, in Buchanan County, Missouri. Originally
called Sugar Lake Sate Park, the tract was acquired in 1934 as the gift of a group of Buchanan
County sportsmen. The name was changed in 1938 to honor Lewis and Clark, the explorers who are
believed to have discovered the lake on thelr expedition in 1804-1806. A CCC company encamped
briefly in the park in 1934. One stone picnic shelter remains to commemorate their activities
this eighty-four tract, one of Missouri's smallest state parks. See inventory data sheet on the
shelter at Lewis and Clark State Park.



 MISSOUR| OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION/INVENTORY SURVEY FORM
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I. NAME

HISTORIC 3Sugar Lake State Park, Open Shelter

AND/OR COMMON Lewls and Clarkx State Park, Open Shelter

2. LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER ’
CITY, TOWN VICINITY OF
STATE Mlssourl éooe’ 29 COUNTY Suchanan CODE - 021
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY oqyenaﬂp STATUS PRESENT USE
_‘_dmrlct _‘publlc _xoccuplod ——_agricuiture —__Mmuseum
_X_buiiding(s) ___private _ —__unoccupied commercial ﬁpqu
—__structure __.both —_work in progress ——educational —private residence
__.site PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE ____entertainment ___religlous
___object ___in process ___Yes: restricted —_government ___scientific
___being considered —_yes: unrestricted —__industrial . ___transportation
—_ho —mllitary ___other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Dewmartment of MNatural Resources
STREET & NUMBER P.0. BoOx 176
CITY, TOWN Jerrferson Lity VICINITY OF STATE ..1SsSouri
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Matural Resources

2.,0. 3ox 176

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
8. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS _
TITLE  DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? ves _ X no FEDERAL STATE COUNTY Locs

Missourli State Historical Survey, 1982-1924

7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

———oxcellent ——deteriorated ——unaitered Z__original site

Z_good —ruins —Xaltered — moved date Aug. 1984
—_fair ——unexposed

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The omen shelter at Lewis and Clark 3tate Park is a stone »nicnic shelter oFf
coursed rubble construction, Bulilt by the Civilian Conservation Corps in
1934, tne shelter has a massive stone fireplace in the enclosed south end
and an open picnic area extending approximately half the lencth of the
ruilding. The foundation is poured concrete; the floor plan is
rectangular. =alf-walls and square pillars of rough-cut native stone
support the hipped roof in the oven picnic area. wooden struts add
decorative value. Alterations to the building consist of the red
aspnalt shingle roof covering and a dropped plasterkoard ceiling. The
muilding retains substantial integrity and continues to serve the needs
of micnickers in a shaded area at the eastern edcge of Sugar Lake.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

PER!IOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—_prehistoric —— archeology - prehistoric —community planning —landscape architecture _____reiigion

— _1400-1499 —_archeoclogy-historic gonservation _law —___sclence

- .1500-1599 . ——.agricuiture —__economics —_ literature _____sculpture

— _1600-1699 —< architecture — educatlon —_ military _X _soeclal 7

— 1700 -i799 —art ———sngineering — .musie humanitarion

—__1800-1899 commerce ——S8xploration/settlement  ___ philosophy —_ theaoter

X 1900~ communications. Industry —C politics /govarnment —— transportation
—__Invention mghéé {:sf%cgy)

SPECIFIC DATES 1934 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC/NPS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The open shelter at Lewis and Clark State Park is significant under
Criteria A and C, in that it represents an early construction project
of the Civilian Conservation Corps and an excellent example of the
rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service during the
1930's. Lewis and Clark State Park, originally called Sugar Lake
State FPark, was presented to the state in 1934 by a group of Buchanan
County sportsmen. The park, with its lake and fish hatchery, provides
fishing, camping, picnicking, and other recreational facilities for
residents of the ur®anized area between Kansas City and St. Joseph,
Missouri. CCC involvement in the small (S84-acre) park was brieZ, its
nrincipal nroduct being the fine stone picnic shelter in the rustic
tradition,

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Missouri State Planning Board. A State Plan for iMissouri: anual of
Missouri State Parks Attendance and Use Data, 1938, ppr. 102-109.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY_ < ___ QUADRANGLE NAME___-vchison-~east, Kansas-Mc, scace __1:24,000
UTM REFERENCES ¥Legs than one acre

A1,5] P12,30.00] 4378429 SRR TN R N N

ZONE  EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

I N AT B A T A ol Ly [y by

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION
The ncminated preoperty i1s bounded by a rectangle oriented cn “he shelter building whose
center point is the above referenced UTM coordinate., The wes*t line runs parallel tc and
JC' from trhe west wall of the building; the south line runs parallel *o and 30' from =he

Il. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ~/ TITLE -onnie Jrignt

ORGANIZATION
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Lewis and Clark State Park

Lewis and Clark State Park is located on the shores of Sugar Lake in the vicinity of Rushville,
approximately twenty miles southeast of St. Joseph, in Buchanan County, Missouri. Originally

called Sugar Lake Sate Park, the tract was acquired in 1934 as the gift of a group of Buchanan
County sportsmen. The name was changed in 1938 to honor Lewis and Clark, the explorers who are
believed to have discovered the lake on their expedition in 1804-1806. A CCC company encamped
briefly in the park in 1924. One stone picnic shelter remains to commemorate their activities

this eighty-four tract, one of Missouri's smallest state parks. See inventory data sheet on the
shelter at Lewis and Clark State Park.
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.

gouth wzil = the building; <the east line runs parallel toc and 75' from the east wall

of the building; and the north lins runs parallel to and 10' from the north wall of the
buildirg. The rasulting rectangle whose dimensions are 90' north-south by 130' east-west
coincides roughly with a cleared picnic area surrounded on three sides bty a park road and
on the Trur-h (scuth) side by a timber grove and forms a compact and converient boundary

for +the Trotersy.
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