
NPS Form 10300.I 
W )  

OM6 No. 1024-0018 
E x p  10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
inventory-Nomination Form 
E.C.'IIl. . k c n i t e c t u r e  i n  Mo. S t a t e  Parks  T.R. 
Continuation sheet Lewis and Clark  S . P . Item number Page 1 

Lewis and C l a r k  S t a t e  Park 

Lewis and C l a r k  S t a t e  Park i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  shores o f  Sugar Lake i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  R u s h v i l l e ,  
approx imate ly  twenty  m i l e s  southeast  of St .  Joseph, i n  Buchanan County, M issour i .  O r i g i n a l l y  
c a l l e d  Sugar Lake Sate Park,  t h e  t r a c t  was acqu i red  i n  1934 as t h e  g i f t  of  a  group o f  Buchanan 
County sportsmen. The name was changed i n  1938 t o  honor Lewis and Clark:, t h e  e x p l o r e r s  who arc  
b e l i e v e d  t o  have d iscovered t h e  l a k e  on t h e i r  e x p e d i t i o n  i n  1804-1806. A CCC company encamped 
b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  park  i n  1934. One s tone p i c n i c  s h e l t e r  remains t o  commerr~orate t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h i s  e i g h t y - f o u r  t r a c t ,  one o f  M i s s o u r i ' s  sma l les t  s t a t e  parks .  See i n v e n t o r y  da ta  sheet on t h c  
s h e l t e r  a t  Lewis and C l a r k  S t a t e  Park. 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

I. NAME 

HISTORIC Sugar Lake S t a t e  Pa rk ,  Open S h e l t e r  - 
AND/OR C O M M O ~  Lev i s  and C l a r k  S t a t e  Pa rk ,  Open S h e l t e r  

2. LOCATION - 
STREET a NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN V I C I N I T Y  OF 

STATE ~ . ; l s s o u r l  coor' 2 9 COUNTY sU c ha nan COOL 021 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
X SZATUS 

PRESENT USE 
-dldrlct -public -occupied -agriculture -museum 
3-bul ld ing(s)  -private -unoccupied commercial -Pa& X 
-structure - bath -work in progreu e d u c a t l o n a l  -private residence 
--alto PU8LIC ACWlSlTlON ACCESSI8l.E - entertainment - rel lg la rs  
-object -In process -yes: restr icted -government -sclentHic 

-baing considered -ms: unrestricted industrial . -transportation 

- -no -mllltary -other: 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME S t a t e  of ? ! i s sou r i ,  E e ~ a r t r n e n t  of . ',Jatural 3 e s o u r c e s  
STREET 8 NUMBER P.0. 30:~ 176 
CITY, TOWN d e c z e r s o n  ~ l t ~  VICINITY OF STATE : . ! l S S O U r l  

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL OESCRIPTION 
Depar t aen t  o f  Y a t u r a l  2esources  
? . O .  30:c 176 
Je ' fe rson  C i t y ,  > i i s s o u r i  65131 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
7 -  

TITLE - DLTERYINLD €LEGIBLE? - YES " NO F E D E R A L  S T A T E  C O U N T Y  - LOCL 

: ' i s s o u r i  S t a t e  Z i s t o r i c a l  Survey,  1982-1924 

7. DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE 
-excellent 
- 7  

- doterloratsd u n a l t e r e d  
:good r u l n s  -altered 

L a i r  u n e x w s e d  

CHECK ONE 
-0rlglna1 site 
m w e d  date :lug. 1934 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The o?er s h e l t e r  a t  L e w i s  and C l a r k  S t a t e  ? a r k  i s  a  s t o n e  ? i c n i c  s k e l t e r  cf 
c o u r s e 3  r u b b l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  2 ~ i l t  3y t h e  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t i ~ n  Corps i n  
1934, the s h e l t e r  h a s  a  n a s s i v e  s t o n e  E i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  e n c l g s e d  s o u t h  end 
and a n  open ? i c n i c  a r e a  e x t e n d i n g  approx ima te ly  h a l f  t h e  l e r ~ t h  of  t h e  
i d  The f m n d a t i o n  i s  poured c o n c r e t e ;  t h 9  f l o o r  ? l a n  is 
r e c t z n q u l a r .  Ealf-r.ra 11s and  s q u a r e  p i l l a r s  of rouch-cut  nati-;e s t o n e  
s u p F o r t  t h e  h ipped  roof  i n  t h e  open p i c n i c  a r e a ,  Xooden s t n t s  add 
" c o r a t i v e  -"alue.  - A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t  of  t k e  r e d  
a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e  rDof c o v e r i n g  and a  dropped p l a s t e r b o a r d  c z i  li?.g. The 
5 u i l d i z g  r e t a i n s  s u b s t a ~ t i a l  i n t e g r i t y  and c o ~ t i n u e s  t o  serTre t h e  needs 
of ? i c n i c k c r s  i c  a  shaded a r e a  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge  of 3u;ar Lake. 



8. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
- prehlrtorlc a r c h e o l o g y  -prehlrtorlc c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape archl?echrm r e l l g l o n  
1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9  a r c h e o l o g y -  hlrtoric c o n r e r v a t l o n  l o w  - rclence 
- 1500-1599 agriculture - rconmlc r  I l t e r a t u r e  r c u l p h r r a  
1 6 0 0  -1699 'Carch l tec tu re  - rducatlon m l l l t a r y  ~ a o c l a l  / 

- 1700 -1799 a r t  - mgineerlng - mur lo humanltarlan 
1 8 0 0  -1899 c o m m e r c r  -exploratlon/Hlnlement p h l l o r o p h y  t h e a t e r  
x 1 9 0 0  - c o m m u n l c a t l o n s  I n d u s t r y  'cpol l t lcs/gwernrmnt transportation 

- Invention other r ecify) 
m r e a & P o n  

SPECIFIC DATES 1934 BUILDER /ARCHITECT CC C/NFS 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 

The open s h e l t e r  a t  L e w i s  and C l a r k  S t a t e  Park is  s i g n i f i c a n t  under  
C r i t e r i a  X and C ,  i n  t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  e a r l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  
of t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conse rva t ion  Corps and a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of t h e  
r u s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  promoted by t h e  X a t i o n a l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  
1930 ' s .  L e w i s  and  C l a r k  S t a t e  ? a r k ,  o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  S u s a r  Lake 
S t a t e  ?a rk ,  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t2-ie s t a t e  i n  1934 by a  qroup of  a c h a n a n  
County s n o r t s n e n .  The p a r k ,  w i t h  i t s  l a k e  and f i s h  h a t c h e r y ,  p r o v i d e s  
f i s h i n q ,  camping, p i c n i c k i n g ,  and o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  u r b a n i z e d  a r e a  between Kansas C i t y  and S t .  Joseph,  
\ l i s s o u r i .  CCC involvement  i n  t h e  srnal l  ( 3 4 - a c r e )  pa rk  was b r i e f ,  i t s  
p r i n c i ~ a l  3 roduc t  be ing  t h e  f i n e  s t o n e  p i c n i c  s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  r u s t i c  
t r a d i t i o n .  

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
? i i s s o u r i  S t a t e  P lann ing  3oard .  A S t a t e  P l a n  f o r  S i i s s o u r i :  !!anual of 

!.!issouri S t a t e  P a r k s  At tendance  and U s e  Data ,  1938, pp. 132-109. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
A C R I A O t  O f  PROPERTY f QUAORAMGLI MAYE A ? ' C ~ s O n n E a s t  J Kansas-'hc. SCALE 1 :2- ,000 .- 

UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre 

A 1 I ,51 !12,31@,0,01 1 4 1 3 1 7 , ~ ~ ~ 4 0 )  
ZONE USTING NORTHING 

I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

-7  he n c n i n a ~ e d  prcpertg i s  Sou~ded by a rec tangle  oriented cn :he s h e l t e r  bu i ld i rg  whose 
zenter  point  i s  the above referenced UTd coordinate.  The west l i n e  runs p a r ~ l l e l  tc and 
3 C '  from the west x ~ a l l  of %he b u i l d i n g ;  the south l i n e  runs ceral le:  :o and 30' f r c m  ;he 

I I. FORM PREPARED BY - 
NAME / TITLE -c?-?~s *';~i 
ORGANIZATION 
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Lewis and C lark  State Park 

Lewis and Clark State Park i s  located on the shores o f  Sugar Lake i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  Rushvi l le ,  
approximately twenty mi les  southeast of St. Joseph, i n  Buchanan County, Missouri .  O r i g i n a l l y  
c a l l e d  Sugar Lake Sate Park, the t r a c t  was acquired i n  1934 as the g i f t  of a  group o f  Buchanan 
County sportsmen. The name was changed i n  1938 t o  honor Lewis and Clark, the explorers who are 
bel ieved t o  have discovered the lake  on t h e i r  expedi t ion i n  1804-1806. A CCC company encamped 
b r i e f l y  i n  the park i n  1934. One stone p i c n i c  she l t e r  remains t o  commemorate t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h i s  eighty-four t r a c t ,  one of M issou r i ' s  smal lest s ta te  parks. See inventory data sheet on the 
she l te r  a t  Lewis and Clark State Park. 
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data entered 

sau th  w2;l :1 ?he bu i ld ing ;  t he  e a s t  l i n e  r.us p a r a l l e l  t o  and 75 '  f r m  the  e a s t  ;vall 
-, t- ,, t h e  b , l ; i i ~ g ;  ana t he  n o r t h  l i n e  runs  p a r a l l e l  t o  and 1 0 '  from t h e  nor th  wall c f  t h e  
Sui;dirg. The r s s u l t i n g  r e c t m g l e  r~lhose dimensions a r e  90' north-soush sp 130'  east-wesx 
soinclce: r:ugN_y n i t h  a  c lea red  p i cn i c  a rea  surrounded on t h r e e  s i de s  by a  park road and 
sn :ne f : d r - h  ' s c u t h )  s i de  by a :ixber grove and fo rn s  a  compac* and ccaver ien t  boundary 
f 'zr tP,e :rc;er:y. 
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