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Roaring River State Park

Both the CCC and the WPA took part in developing Roaring River State Park, a dramatic
slice of the Ozark Mountains, seven miles south of Cassville, in Barry County, Missouri.
The original park, acquired in 1923, contained a lake (destroyed by a flood in 1939), a
trout hatchery, and a few cabins. CCC Commpany 1713 arrived in the area in June 1933 and
remained until November 1939. DOuring this period, the CCC enrollees developed the
hatchery, built new cabins and other park buildings, developed hiking trails, and repaired
the damages of a disastrous flood. The major achievement of WPA workers at Roaring River
was the construction of an impressive three-story storme and timber Lodge. An important
survival in the park is Camp Smokey, which contains four original CCC officers' barracks.
There is one historic district in the park: Camp Smokey-Company 1713 Historic District.
Nominated as non-contiguous sites are the following: Oeer Leap Trail, the lodge, the club
house (bathhouse), the honeymoon cottage, the shelter and restroom (#'s 30 & 31), and the
dam/spillway. District data follows; please see inventory data sheets on non-contiguous
sites.
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I. NAME
HISTORIC R0%aring River State Park, Bath House

AND/OR COMMON Roaring River Stata Park, Clubhouse

2. LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

CiTY, TOWN —_ __VICINITY OF

STATE Missouri cooe’ 29 COUNTY Barry CODE 009

3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE

—_district X publle X_bccupled —_agrieuiturs —__museum

X __bullding(s} —_private - —unoecuplied ___commerciat X__park

—__structure ___both ——work In progress ___educational ___private residence

____site PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE ___entertainment __ rellglous

—___objec? —_in process —_Yyes: restricted __._government ___scientific
___being considersd ___Yyes: unresiricted —_industrial . ____transportation

—no —_military ——ofher:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET & NUMBER P.0. Box 176

CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF STATE Missouri
5, LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? ____ YES _X _NO — FEDERAL _X___ STATE COUNTY LOCA
Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984
7. DESCRIPTION »
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECKX ONE
___exceilent X deterlorated —__unaltered X__original sits
—_good —ruins _X_altered —_ moved date _Sept. 1924

—tfalr ——_unexposed
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tre clubnouse (kath house) at Roaring RUver State Park is a rambling
one-storv suilding of cut stone construction with the modern addition of

an enclosec woocen porch. The rear of the building abuts a woodes slope,

A front-facing north wing projects from the main “acade. The gable-front of
this wing is now covered with ivy. A curvilinear southern axtension of the
fuildineg follows the contour of the hill. The pitched gabla roof follows
this curvilinear form. Zaves are flared at the gable ends. Windows in the
mgin bloct and the gable-fronted winc are of the double-sashed, siz over

Six, varietv, In the southern extension, there is a series of ten small
sincle-sashed four-paned windows just under the eave line. ©Originally called
the "bat:h house”, the building was part of a lake and beach davelovment
orcject that was initiated in 1936, but never completed, by the Civilian
Conservation Corwvs. 3Bass Lake, created by the CCC, has been drained in
recent vears. 3ince its completion in 1938, the old hath house has been

used for group meetings and social activities and recently for storage.

It 15 presently sufferinc from neglect. 1In spite of this, it remains intact

and analterad with the excernticon of the porch and a new roc® covering of




8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

____prehistoric archeology - prehisteric ____community planning ——landscape architecturs ___religion

—_1400-1499 archeology- historic conservation — law —sclence

___|500-1599 aqgriculture economics —___literature X sculpture

—_ 1600-1699 X _architecture education —military —____soclal /

__1700-1799 —___art —sngineering — Mmusic humanitarian

—__1800-i899 —___commarce —_exploration/settiement _____philosophy ____theater

_X _1900- —____communications ___ industry _X__politics /government transportation
invention _X_other (specitfy)

Recreation
SPECIFIC DATES 1938 BUILDER /ARCHITECT CCC/NPS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The club house (bath house) at Roaring River 3tate Park has exceptional
significance under Criteria A and C. It is the last surviving structure in
a lake and beach development project initiated, but never completed, by the
Civilian Conservation Corps under a significant New Deal program of work
relief and state park development. Tts quarried stone construction,
nicturesque form, rambling floorplan, and close relationship to the landscape
make it a distinctive example of the type of rustic park architecture )
nromcted by the lational Park 3ervice during the 1930's. The bath house
renresents an overly ambitious extension of a large scale project that
involved both the federal and state governments and resulted in the
development of a significant recreational area in the southwestern Missouri
2zarks. A damaging flood in 1939 broucht an end to the keach development
program, as CCC enrollees concentrated their efforts on repairing the trout
hatchery, camping areas, and other park facilities damaged by flood waters.

- Within the context of the nark development effort, construction of the bath
house resulted from a basically very successful social program of work
relief for CCC enrollees during the Creat Cepression.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Horner, Irene. Roaring River Heritage. Cassville, Mo.: Litho Printers,
1272,

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF PROPERTY__ % quapmaneLE NaMe___Fagle Rock Mo scace__1:24,000

UTM REFERENCES *¥Less than one acre

AU-LEMQ.MQ : 4G BM|’r1||\‘L‘1!||I

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
1 ' 4 l
c [ i ’ [ f 1 (__! | ! , ] ; ) l D } ] l ‘ ! i | | ' ‘ | I ! !

VERBAL BOUNDARY OESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION
The property is bounded on the east by the steep bluff at the rear of the building. The
western boundary is formed by a line that runs parallel to and 50' from the bluff. The
northern and southern boundaries are formed by parallel lines, S50' apart and each measuring
50' in length, that intersect with the pluff and the westeyn boundapry line The

il. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE Bonnie Wright

ORGANIZATION

ADORESS DATE
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asntal:t shingles. “otable related structures are a stone retaining wall
a~ the edge o7 the hill just north of the »uilding and stone curbing in the
0ld narking area in front of the building.

[tem 10

The resulting rectangle (centered on the above-referenced UTM coordinate) measures
90' north-south by 50' east-west and forms a compact and convenient boundary for the
property. .
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