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1. Name

historic Commercial Street Historic Nistrict

and/or common

2. Location

A1l the properties with Commercial Street frontages between the

street & number northwest corner of Campbell and West Commercial and ___ not for publication
the northeast corner of Robberson and East Tommércial on the north
city, town Springfield —_vicinityof side, and from Lyon to and including
Tot 74, City Block 27 on the south
state Missouri = code 29 county Greene side. code 077
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
~X_ district — public _X occupied — agriculture —— museum
—— building{s) ___ private —X_ unoccupied _X. commercial —— park
w——. Structure —x— both X _work in progress ___ educational — private residence
— .. site Public Acquisition Accessible ___. entertainment —religious
—_ object —— in process —X_ yes: restricted —X government —— Scientific
— being considered —x_ yes: unrestricted —_industriat — transportation
_x N/A -X_no — military ——— other:

4. Owner of Property

name (See Continuation Sheet}

street & number

city, town — vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 0ffice of the Recorder of Deeds, Greene County Courthouse

street & number 940 Boonville Avenue

city, town Springfield state Missouri A5802

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte 1, Missouri State Historical Survey has this property been delermined eligible? ____yes ___no

date 1983 — . federal _y._ state _.._ county ____ local

depository for survey records Historic Preservation Program

city, town Jefferson City state Missouri. /5102
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AN1 W, Commercial (Lots 1 and 2 and E, 28 ft. Lot 3, Block 34)

Mwner:

311 W. Commercial (W. 14 ft. Lot 11 and E. 9 ft. Lot 12; Block 35)

Owner:

315 W. Commercial (W. 21 ft. Lot 12 and all Lot 13; Block 35)

Dwner:

303-307
Owner:

219 W,
Owner:

217 W.
Owner:

215 W.
Nwner:

211 W.
Owner:

200 W,
Owner:

201 W.
Owner:

Witliam E. Wolter
2636 Locust
Springfield, Missouri /5803

Tom E. Hayes
305 W. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri /5803

Alex Fellini Estate
P.N. Rox 310
Springfield, Missouri 65801

W. Commercial (Lots 8, 9, and 10, E. 1A ft, Lot 11; Block 35}

Henry Brothers Car & Truck Body Shop
c/o Tom E. Hayes

N5 W. Commercial

Springfield, Missouri #5803

Commercial (W. 14 ft, Lot A and all Lot 7; Block 35)
Yernon N, Blake et al.
310 S. Campbell
Springfield, Missouri #5806

Commercial (W. 9 ft. Lot 5, E, 16 ft. Lot 6; Block 35)
Bob Givens
217 W. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri AK803

Commercial (E. 21 ft, Lot 5; Block 35}
Max Fitch Estate
Rt. 1, Box 285
Brighton, Missouri 65617

Commercial (Lot 4; Block 35}
Surplus Warehouse, Inc.
1418 N. West Avenue
Springfield, Missouri 6A5RN2

Commercial (W. 22.5 ft. Lot 3; Block 35)

Farris & Farris Investment Company
1840 N, Glenstone
Springfield, Missouri AKA0O3

Commercial (W. 6.5 ft. Lot 1, Lot 2, E. 7.5 ft. Lot 3; Block 35)

Aobert Pfankuch
7615 S. Marlan
Springfield, Missouri #5804
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203 W. Commercial {W. 23.5 ft. 5 1/2 in. Lot 3; Rlock 35)
Mwner: Everett Cook

1115 W. Walnut

Springfield, Missouri 6BR0A

10. 201 E, Commercial
Owner: City of Springfield
830 Boonville
Springfield, Missouri ABAD1

"11.  203-207 E. Commercial {(W. & ft. Lot 10 and Lots 11 and 12; Rlock 34)
(wner; Russell Schweke
RFN #3, Box 469
Springfield, Missouri 65804

12, 709 E, Commercial (W. 4 ft, Lot 9 and E. 24 ft. Lot 10 Rlock 36)
Mwner: Howard Thurman

1418 N. West Avenue
Springfield, Missouri 6A5802

13, 211-215 E. Commercial (E. 26 ft. Lot 9 and all Lot 8; Block 36)
Mwner: Pharmco, Tnc.
204 E, Commercial
Springfield, Missouri 65803

14, 217 E. Commercial (Lot 75 Block 36}
Owner: Jack P, Lloyd
217 E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri AK803

219 E. Commercial (W. 23.5 ft. Lot 6; Rlock 36)
Owner: Ed Baldwin et al.

219 £, Commercial

Springfield, Missouri /5803

1R, 221-23 E. Commercial (E. 6.5 ft. Lot A, all Lot 5; Block 3A)
Qwner: Frank Fleming
221 E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri 65803

16. 225 E, Commercial (Lot 4; Rlock 36)
Owner: Burwell Investment Co.
210 S. Burton
Springfield, Missouri ARRNA

17. 279 E. Commercial {W. 16 ft., Lot 2 and all Lot 3; Block 3A)
Mwner: LaRue Savage
1152 S. Fremont
Springfield, Missouri 65804
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19.

20,

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

233 E. Commercial (E. 14 ft. Lot 2; Rlock 38}
fiwner: LaRue Savage

1152 S. Fremont

Springfield, Missouri 65804

299 E. Commercial
Mwner: City of Springfield
230 Boonville
Springfield, Missouri AR801

301 E. Commercial (Lot 10 except 14 ft., Lot 11, east 5 ft. % in. Lot 12;
Biock 37)

Owner: Hamiln J. Roderique
301 E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri 658803

434-436 W. Commercial (Lots 2, 2, 4; Block 32)
Owner: John Allan

44% E. Commercial

Springfield, Missouri 65803

426 W. Commercial (lLots 5 and 6; Block 32)
Owner: John E. Jaones, Jr.
G721 N, West
Springfield, Missouri /5807
424 W, Commercial (Lot 7; Block 32)
Ownter: Patricia Cunningham
1A Kingswood-Valley View
Norwalk, Connecticut 06851

427 W. Commercial (Lot 8; Rlock 32\
Owner: Gertrude D, Butler
2305 Melville Road
Springfield, Missouri A58N3

420 W. Commercial (Lot 9; Block 32)
Mwner: Rohert Fahl

2370 Cedarbrook
Springfield, Missouri &5803

412-416 W. Commercial (Lots 10 and 11; Block 32)
Owner: Paul S. Smith

416 W. Commercial

Springfield, Missouri 65803

410 W. Commercial (Lot 12; Block 32)
Owner: Byron V, Thomas
1654 N, Mariin

Springfield, Missouri AKR02
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28. 4NA-408 W, Cormercial fLots 13 and 14; Rlock 22}
wner: J.J. Gilbreath, Jr.

29-30.

31.

32.

33,

24,

35,

36.

angl Whiteside
Springfield, Missouri ARANA

4n7, 4n4 W, Commercial (Lots 15 and 16; Block 32)
Owner: C.H. Max Fitch Estate

Rt, 1, Box 28K

Brighton, Missouri 65617

4n0 W, Commercial (Lot 17; Block 32)
Owner: Leonard Payne
ann W. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri ARAN3

318 W, Commercial (Lot 2; Block 31)
Mwner; Bruce Rader

Rte. 6, Box 667

Springfield, Missouri A5803

314-316 W. Commercial (Lot 3 and W. 7.5 ft. Lot 4; Block 31)
Owner: Blanche Lyons Rathjen

340 St. Andrews Plaza

Los Angeles, California annz2n

310-312 W. Commercial (E. 15.5 ft. Lot 4; W. 15 ft, Lot A; Block 31)
Owner: Lawrence N, Lyons

381N W. Mt. Vernon

Springfield, Missouri A5807

300-308 W, Commercial (R ft, Lot 5 and Lots 6 to and including Lot 9;
Block 21)

Owner: Marion Wood et al.
Rte. 5, Box A31AA
Springfield, Missouri ARKRN3

212 W. Commercial fLot 13 ex. E. 22.5 ft. and all Lot 17: Rlock 31)
Owner: William J. Dixon

15224 Roanoke

Springfield, Missouri 65807

214 W. Commercial (Lot 11; Block 31)
Mwner: Richard Ralph Rebori

214 W. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri /5802

216 W. Commercial (Lot 1n; Block 31}
Owner: Mildred lLampe

210 W, Kingsberry
Springfield, Missouri 65807
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37. 2N0-2nR W, Commercial f(Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, 17; Block 31)
Owner: Springfield Medical Building, Inc.
1715 Boonville
Springfield, Missouri #5303

38. 200 E. Commercial (Lot 3: Block 3n)
Mwner: Paul Oberman
Mary Collette
200 E, Commercial
Springfield, Missouri A5803

39, 202 E. Commercial (Lot 4; Block 30}
Owner: Charles D. Platte
865 Lomita
Millbrac, California 94030

204 E,. Commercial (Lot 5; Block 3n)
Owner: James B, Wolfe, Jr.

609 Cherry

Springfield, Missouri 65806

40. 206 €. Commercial (Lots A and 7; RBlock 30)
Owner: James B, Wolfe, Jr.
609 Cherry
Springfield, Missouri 65806

a1. 2NR-210-212 E. Commercial (Lots 8 and 9; Block 3N)
Owner: Sarah B, Sass et al.
1226 E. Catalpa
Springfield, Missouri A5804

42. 214 £, Commercial {Lot 10; Block 3N)
Owner: Irving W. Schwab
2734 E, Glenwood

Springfield, Missouri 65804

a3, 218, 220, 222 E. Commercial {Lots 11 and 12 and W. 16.5 ft. of Lot 11
Block 30)
fiwner: Howard Thurman
1413 N, West Ave,
Springfield, Missouri 653803

a4, 224 £, Commercial (Lots 13, 14, and 15; Rlock 30)
fOwner: Robert Fahl
237N S. Cedarbrook
Springfield, Missouri 65804

230 E, Commercial {Lot A; Rlock 3N}
Owner:; Robert V, Groce

1710 Boonville

Springfield, Missouri 65803
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a5, 23?7 £, Commercial (W. A inches Lot 18, all Lot 17; Block 30)
Owner: C, Hallam and Associates
P.0. Beox 1477, §5.5. Sta.
Sprinafield, Missouri ARRNA

a6, - 234 E, Commercial (Lot 18; Block 30)
Mwner: Kenneth G. Hill
1745 E. Bunea Vista
Springfield, Missouri 65802

a7. 30N E. Commercial (Lot 4: Block 29)
Owner: W. Paul Harris
1523 Summit
Springfield, Missouri #5803

48, 30?7 E. Commercial {Lot 5; Block 29)
Mwner: Joe. C. East et al.
45N E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri A5803

49-51. 306, 38, 310 E. Commercial (Lots 7 and 8; Block 29)
Owner: Claud C. Arnold and Marjorie Arnold
2111 N. Campbell
Springfield, Missouri AKAN3

Jerry Nyer et al.

3n6 E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri ABANR

52. 312 E. Commercial (Lot 9: Block 29)
Owner: L.U. Dugger and Gladys Dugger
Rt, 3, Box 385
Springfield, Missouri A5RN4

314 E. Commercial (Lot 1n; Block 29)
Mwner: Richard Addison

Route ?

Ozark, Missouri 65721

316 E, Commercial fLot 11: Block 29)
Owner: Doin and Diane Loftis

212 E. Norton

Springfield, Missouri AK8N3

£3. 320 E. Commercial (Lot 12: Block 29 Ex, Bg. 16.31 ft. Ely NW corner Lot
12-South 100 ft, E. to SW corner Lot 12, N. 100N ft. W. to Beq.)
Mwner: Robert P, David
2405 S, Nettleton

Springfield, Missouri A5807
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R4, 326 E. Commercial f{Lot 13; Block 29}
fOwner: Loy Brixey and Mary Helene Brixey
2337 N, Broadway
Springfield, Missouri A5803

55-56. 328-332 E. Commercial (Lots 14, 15, 16; Rlock 29)
Owner: Haden's, Inc,
1328 £, Commercial
Springfieid, Missouri™ 65803

57-58, 336 E. Commercial (Lots 17 and 18; Block 29}
Dwner; Elvin Guinn et al.
c/o American Rakers !nion, Local 235
336 £, Commercial -
Springfield, Missouri_ ARRN3

89, 338 E. Commercial (Lot 19; Block 29)
Owner: Jessie E. Harrison et al.
1008 S, Fremont
Springfield, Missouri A5RNA

60. ann £, Commercial (Lot 10: Block 2R)
Owner: Vicky and Alan Leak
Rte. 2
Cabool, Missouri ABARI
61-67. 404.410 E. Commercial (Lot 11 and Lots 12, 13, 14; Block 28}
Owner: 011is and Company
2274 E. Sunshine
Springfield, Missouri R5RN4

63. 412, 414, 418, 420 E. Commercial (Lots 15 to and including 18; Black 28)
Mwner: Jack A, Walker
1501 E. McDaniel
Springfield, Missouri A5KRN2

Ad, 424, 426, 428, E. Commercial {Lots 19, 20, 21; Rlock 28)
Owner: John W, Allan
445 E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri A5803

65. 42n-43? E, Commercial (Lots 2?2 and 23; Block 2R)
(wner: John W, Allan
445 E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri 65803

A34.-438 E. Commercial (Lots 24 and 25; Block 2R}
Mwner: Schwab Enterprises

P.0, Box 10004 G.S,

Springfield, Missouri A58NA
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66. 240, 450 E. Commercial (Lots 2?4 and 27; Block 2R}
Nwner: Nlaud €., Arnold
?111 N. Campbell
Springfield, Missouri ABRNA

A7. 500 E. Commercial {Lots 12 and 13; Block 27)
Mwner: Eleanor N'Day :
1531 E. Walnut
Springfield, Missouri A5%802

68, 804 £, Commercial (Lot 14; Rlock 27)
Owner:; fugene Martin
N4 £, Commercial
Springfield, Missouri A5R0O%

69. 508 E. Commercial (Lots 15, 16, 17, 18; Block 27}
(wner: Rathbone & Fuson Hardware
ENR E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri AARNZ

70-71, 514 £, Commercial {Lots 19 and 20; Block 27)
fwner: Roger Plata, Jr.
Rte. 2, Box A90
Redlands, California 92373

518 E. Commercial {Lot 21; Block 27)
Owner: John N, Lane
518 E.Commercial .
Springfield, Missouri &58N3

72. 520-522 E. Commercial {Lots 22 and 23; Block 27)
Ownar: Walt's Trim
520 E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri A5K8N3

73. 524 E, Commercial (Lot 24; Block 27)
Mwner: Walt's Trim
R2N E. Commercial
Springfield, Missouri A58N3
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2. Historic Sites of Sprinafield, Missouri Tocal
1975
Historical Site Board
Springfield Missouri 65302




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered .—X_original site

" _x good —__ruins X _ altered - moved  date
—X_fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Commercial Street Historic District contains seventy.one one- to four-story
masonry commercial buildings fronting on Commercial Street between the north-
west corner of Campbell and Commercial and the northeast corner of Robberson
and Commercial on the north side, and from Lyon to and including Lot 24, City
Block 27 on the south side. Sixty buildings or portions of commercial rows
were built before 1910, with peak construction periods occurring between 1884
and 1891 and between 1902 and 1910. These structures reflect commercial design
and building technology characteristic to the Springfield vicinity and small
Missouri towns during the forty-year period from 1870 to c. 1910 and, because
of the prevalence of properties from this period and their inherent design
similarities, the district conveys a sense of visual cohesiveness. Structures
dating from subsequent significant periods in the district's development
contribute elements of diversity to the retail and whotesale strip as they
reflect aesthetic preferences and construction technology from c¢. 1910 to c.
1935, Storefront alterations, virtually ubiquitous in tne district, constitute
the principal feature that detracts from the integrity of individual properties
and the district as a whole. However, because most of the upper floors remain
intact or largely intact, the structures retain sufficient amounts of historic
integrity to clearly reflect their historic development.
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As the Commercial Street retail and wholesale district developed as an adjunct
to the railroad in North Springfield, it was laid out along the tracks; they
transverse at an oblique angle the otherwise uniform, modified grid system of
streets. The district is linked to the southern portion of the City and,
specifically, to the commercial district which surrounds the Public Square by
seven cross streets and to the northern portion of the City by bypasses at Lyon
and Washington and the Jefferson Avenue Footbridge which spans the tracks.

Commercial areas contiguous to the northeastern, eastern, western and southern
boundaries of the district contain a disproportionate number of surface parking
lots, vacant lots and new construction and, as such, set the district apart in
its surroundings; the railroad tracks form a distinct physical boundary to the
north,

The district is characterized by uninterrupted blockfaces that front directly
on the street, except for City Blocks 28 and 30, which each contain one surface
parking Tot, and City Block 36, which contains a huilding that is set back from
the street. A1l the buildings are commercial in character, predominantly one
to three stories in height and typically deep with narrow frontages. All are
of masonry construction; most are of brick construction with unpainted or
painted fronts and brick, stone or terra cotta decorative elements. Several
brick fronts have been stuccoed or are concealed behind historic and non-
historic metal fronts. A small number of structures are of concrete constryc-
tion, although only one has a concrete front.

The, earliest structures on the street were typified by cast-iron storefronts
consisting of large panes of plate glass set in cast iron or wooden frames
above wooden or metal panels. These plate glass windows were frequently set at
oblique angles to form display areas adjacent to recessed shop entrances. En-
trances to the upper floors were typically offset in outer bays. Most of the
original storefronts have acquiesed to partial or complete replacement shop
fronts as merchants and property owners periodically modernized display areas
to attract business. The upper stories, by contrast, have been little altered
from original character. Typically, they are defined by segmental arched
windows, the arches of which are visible or concealed behind pressed metal or
cast-iron hoods. Ornamentation, deemed necessary by merchants to attract
trade, was typically integral to structural cast-iron storefront elements or,
in regard to decorative brickwork, to brick wall construction; pressed

metal window heads and metal storefront and roof line cornices were used as
decorative devices to accent windows, set off storefronts from the surmounting
masonry walls and define roof lines.

Nrnamentation diminished subhstantially in popularity after the 1R9N0's, so that
by the first decade of the 20th century, Commercial Street facades were austere
by comparison to buildings constructed during the Victorian period. The store-
fronts surviving from the first decades of the 20th century perpetuate the
basic form of Victorian storefronts, but are smaller proportionately and are
articulated by fewer decorative elements than predecessor structures; concomi-
tantly, the use of cast iron and pressed metal for structural and decorative
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purposes decreased. The use of square-headed windows at the upger floors in-
creased significantly, as did the use of light-colored masonry belt courses at

spandrels and corbelled brick at roof lines.

Storefront alterations are both prevalent and diverse. farrara glass store-
fronts are the most common of the non-original fronts that have acquired signi-
ficance in their own right. Although their colors vary, the Carrara glass
fronts provide an element of continuity to the district that is characterized
by the Tustruous quatity of the glass and the stylized treatment of the display
windows and trim, which is typically of raw aluminum,

Certain thoroughgoing alterations have acquired significance over time, such as
the resheathing during the 1930's-1940's of the Busy Bee Nepartment Sfore
(property #17). Many alterations, however, are too recent to contribute to the
architectural or historic character of the district. These recently and )
thoroughly modified structures, a few newly constructed buildings and two -
parking Tots account for the nineteen properties deemed not to contribute to
the character of the district.

A building-by-building description of contributing and non-contributing pro-
perties follows; asterisks preceding property numbers denote non-contributing
structures:

City Block 34

1. 401 West Commercial Street; c. 1889. Used originally as a Studebaker
carriage, wagon and farm implement warehouse and later as an International
Harvester warehouse, 401 West Commercial illustrates the Romanesque revival
style--a style which, weighty and massive in feeling, is well suited to the
character of a four-story, red brick 1oft building of slow combustion con-
struction. ATthough the windows have heen altered and the storefront has
been modified, the building retains a considerable amount of original integ-
rity, as expressed by rock-faced continuous lintels and sills, ranges of
round-headed windows linked by archivolt moldings and A projecting masonry
cornice punctuated by half-columns,

City Block 35

2. 311-15 West Commercial Street; c. 1891, The generous dimensions of
this three-story, red brick building and the neighboring structure at 401
West Commercial (#1) distinguish the West Commercial and Campbell intersec-
tion in the district. Pressed metal cladding that simulates coursed, rock-
faced stone blocks, the remnants of a pressed metal cornice, a brick corbel
table and rock-faced Carthage limestone lintels edge and define the build-

ing's corners, window openings and roof Tine.

* 3. 307 West Commercial Street; World War II era. The facade of this one-
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story, red brick building is divided vertically into twe bays of equal width,
additions are sited at the rear property line of the adjoining lot.

4, 219.721 West Commercial Street; constructed after 1910 and hefore 10587,
The design of the two-story brick building at 219-21 West Commercial is dis-
tinguished by roof line corbelling--a carry over from Victorian commercial
architecture of the last quarter of the 19th century--and symmetrical fenes-
tration; the ground floor has been modified.

5. 217 West Commercial Street: constructed after 1902 and before 1910,

217 West Commercial was the first building of fireproof, concrete construc-
tion erected in the district. ATthough the storefront has been altered, the
upper portion of the primary elevation survives virtually intact. Within the
past year, a corrugated metal sheath was removed and the rusticated cement
hlack facade, with concrete lintels, quoins and ball finials, was chemically
cleaned, '

* 6, 215 West Commercial Street; 1949, The storefront of 215 West
Commercial consists of a glazed display area and offset door; the upper
portion of the facade is clad in corrugated metal and pierced by a band of
muTti-paned windows set in industrial sash.

7. 213 West Commercial Street: constructed between 1886 and 1891. Unlike
the ground floor which has been altered substantially, the second story re-
mains intact; the arched hood molding at the central bay--which is complement-
ed by a pressed metal cornice and set off by the simple, segmental arched win-
dows of the outer bays--constitutes the focal point of the design.

* 2, 209 West Commercial Street; constructed between 188A and 1891, 209
West Commercial has been greatly altered; storefront modifications and a
modern light-colored brick veneer at the second story have transfigured the
front.,

9, 201-05 West Commercial Street; the western portion was constructed be-
tween 1902 and 191{1: the eastern portion was constructed between 1R8F and
1891. The two-story brick building at 201 East Commercial was enlarged con-
siderably between 1902 and 1910 by a three-story addition that reiterates the
fenestration and helt courses of the earlier front but deviates in the cor-
belled treatment of the roof line,

City Block 36

* 10, 201 East Commercial Street: constructed between 1902 and 1910;
sheathed c. 1950's, The Renaissance revival Fire Station No. 2, a two-story
building prominently sited at the head of Boonville and Commercial Street,
was transmogrified sometime during the 1950's by the application of a stark,
asymmetrically fenestrated front.
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* 11, 203-07 Fast Commercial Street: constructed between 1869 and 1824,

Radically altered during the 198N's or 19A0's, the present-day front of 203-
N7 East Commercial consists of a glazed storefront and paneling at the

second story.

12. 209 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1869 and 1884, In
contrast to the ground lTevel modifications which are extensive, alterations
to the second story are limited; changes were made to the second-story win-
dows; the roof line corbelling was left intact.

13, ?11-18 East Commercial Street; c. 1874, Richer in architectural de-
tailing than the adjacent structures, the old hardware, harness, wagon and
carriage warehouse and Masonic Hall at ?11-15 East Commercial rises three
stories in brick to roof line corbelling and a centralized pediment embla-
zoned with a sunburst motif, The first-story remodeling with light-colored
Carrara glass and the obstruction of all but one second-story window
constitute the major alterations to the facade,

14, ?217-19 East Commercial Street:; c. 1874, 217-19 East Commercial, con-
cealed behind bTack Carrara glass tiles at ground level, rises three stories
in red brick. Although stripped of its modillioned cornice with finials, the
structure retains the original corbelled architrave and brick hood moldings.

* 15, 221-23 Fast Commercial Street; constructed between 1869 and 1884; re-
modeled ¢. 194Nn°*s-1950's, The building's black Vitrolite storefronts with
deeply recessed entrances provide a certain amount of continuity to the
blockface, despite the rather obtrusive character of the cement sheath of the
upper stories,

16. 225 East Commercial Street; constructed between 19N2 and 191N,
Proportionate to the earlier commercial buildings to the west, the facade of
the three-story brick structure occupied by the Phillip's Engraving Company
is articulated by light-colored continuous lintels and sills and a corbel
table, The facade was reconstructed in 1981 due to structural weakness.

17. 279 East Commercial Street; constructed between 18R6 and 1891,

sheathed ¢, 1930'5-1940"'s, The styiized, streamlined effect of the facade of
the Busy Bee Nepartment Store was achieved by the application of a black
Carrara glass storefront and stucco--punctuated with projecting vertical
bands that wrap around the roof line--to the original Victorian front.

* 18, 233 East Commercial Street; 1960's. 233 East Commercial is a one-
story corner building with tloor-to-ceiling display windows shaded by an
overhanging roof.

City 8lock 37

18. 299 East Commercial Street; c. 1924-28, Formerly the Commercial Club,
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the two-story red brick building at the head of Fast Commercial Street and
Robberson is distinguished in its surroundings by its setback from the
block's uniform building Tine and its classicizing detail--specifically, the
crenellated parapet wall and the Tight-colored masonry quoining, window
surrounds, water table and entrance architrave.,

2n. 301 East Commercial Street; the western portion was constructed be-
tween 1910 and 1951; the eastern portion was constructed in 1932. The store-
fronts of Roderique's Music and Book Store are made up of floor-to-ceiling
panes of glass set in metal sash; paneled and crenellated brick parapet walls
of two heights rise above the storefronts' projecting canopy.

City Block 232

21, 434-36 West Commercial Street; constructed between 1910 and 1951. Nes-
pite the replacement storefronts, this one-story corner building retains a
substantial amount of design integrity; linear brickwork patterns of the
continuous spandrel emphasize the horizontality of the desian.

22. A426-28 West Commercial Street: 428 West Commercial was constructed

c. 1970 478 West Commercial was constructed between 1910 and 1951. Rising a
full story in red brick above the adjacent one story structure, 47A-2% West
Commercial survives in near-original conditign; the second story is defined
by 1ight-colored masonry lintels and sills and brickwork at the roof l1ine;
the storefronts have been altered. ‘

* 23, 4724 West Commercial Street; World War 1T era., The design of the red
brick building at 424 West Commercial focuses on a single display window and
an offset door, linked by a metal clad canopy.

24, 422 West Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 1910, The
present-day front of 422 West Commercial consists of remodeled storefronts
and a tall, red brick parapet wall.

25. 420 West Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 1910, 4720
West Commercial 15 a cognate to the adjacent building at 427 West Commercial
(#24),

* 26, 412-16 West Commercial Street; constructed after 1951. The design of
the Burgess-Smith Paint Company building enlists brick corner piers as strong
vertical elements to offset the horizontality of the deeply recessed store-
front and signage at spandrel level,

27. 410 West Commercial Street; constructed between 1910 and 1951, A
narrow, two-story red brick building with a remodeled storefront, masonry




NPS Fonn 10-900-a L
784

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service '

National Register of Historic Places

inventory—Nomination Form

COMMERCTAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT :
Continuation sheet ltem number 7 Page <

f

‘mnaennuedw;,;,

lintels and sills and a corbelled roof line, 410 West Commercial is similar

in design to the adjacent property to the east {#7?8' and typifies contempor-
ary commercial construction in the district.

28. ANR-0R West Commercial Street; constructed between 1910 and 1951,
4N6-08 West Commercial 1s a two-story commercial building with a painted

brick front, masonry lintels and sills and a roof 1ine corbel *table; the
storefronts have been remodeled.

29. 404 West Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 191n, 4n4
West Commercial is visually Tinked to 4N? West Commercial (#30) by ground
level alterations and is similar in design to 40A-N8 and 410 West Commercial
(#28 and #£27) insofar as it reiterates the same design features; the designs
vary, though, in window placement and width,

N, 4072 West Commercial Street:; constructed between 1886 and 1R91. The
recent uti1itarian ground floar alterations and the aggressive signage at the
second story point up by contrast the delicacy of the overall detailing of
the Narthside Furniture Company's pressed metal front. 402 West Commercial
is one of the few structures in the district with a pressed metal front, a
fact which enhances its importance in the district.

31. 400 West Commercial Street; constructed between 18R6 and 1891, Little-
altered, 400 West Commercial retains its original pressed metal cornice under-

scored by corbelled brick, segmental arched windows with early or original
sash and a non-original but early wraparound storefront with Luxfer prisms,

fity Block 31

32. 318 West Commercial Street: constructed between 1886 and 1891, Rumor-
ed to have been used continuously as a tavern since its construction, Lind-
berg's provides perhaps the most thoroughgoing statement concerning 1880's
commercial construction in the district; the original storefront, exuberant
metal cornices, elaborate incised window heads and pressed metal wall clad-
ding that simulates rock-faced stone survive in near-original condition,

* 33, 314-16 West Commercial Street; constructed hetween 1910 and 1051,
Brick pilaster strips divide the facade of 314-16 Commercial into two equal
bays, both of which contain large windows and offset entrances.

* 34, 31N-17 West Commercial Street: constructed between 1910 and 1951, 310-
12 West Commercial reiterates the design of the adjacent building to the west
(#33), deviating, though, in the use of Carrara glass and corrugated metal as
wall cladding,
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35, 3NN-NR West Commercial Street: constructed between 19072 and 1910, Two-
story brick pilaster strips culminating in merlons above the roof line estab-
1ish five bays of unequal width across the facade; the bays are linked visual-
ly by string courses, corbelling and similar storefront treatments.

36. 212-1fA West Commercial Street; ?17-14 West Commercial was constructed
between 1RJ1 and 1336; 215 West Gommercial was constructed between 1907 and
1910, Surviving in near-original condition, ?12-16f West Commercial profits
from the color contrast between red brick wall surfaces and 1ight-colored,
highly ornamented metal cornices and window hoods to accentuate the asymmetry
of the facade; the outer storefronts are early, but probably non-original,

* 37. 20N-08 West Commercial Street; constructed after 1951, The old Skaggs
building is a massive, one- and three-story building with a metal, light-
colored brick and glass skin.

City Block 30

* 38, 200 East Commercial Street: constructed between 1869 and 1884, Great
Pastimes probably dates to [8/0-71; it has been transfiqured by stucco and
extensive modifications to the storefront and second-story windows.

39, 2N2-N4 fast Commercial Street; constructed between 1884 and 1R%A, In
sharp contrast to the adjacent structure described above (#38), the two-story
brick building at 202-04 East Commercial was modernized at street level

only. The second story, replete with a modillioned pressed metal cornice,
remains virtually intact; the second-story windows have heen obstructed.

40, 206 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1860 and 1884, ?70A

East Commercial typifies the refurbished Victorian fronts Tining Commercial
Street as it was remodeled at street Tevel yet remains ralatively unchanged
at the upper story; hood moldings and a corbel table at the roof line articu-
late the upper portion of the front,

41, 208-10 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1884 and 1886, The
original brick fabric of 208-1N East Commercial rises from behind non-origi-
nal Carrara glass tiles at ground level; the primary elevation ts symmetri-
cally fenestrated at the second story and terminates in a bracketted cornice.

42, 214 Fast Commercial Street: constructed between 1886 and 1891, This
three-story red brick building is symmetrically fenestrated with (infilled)
square- and round-headed windows accented with rusticated stone blocks, sills

and lintels. The stylized, black Vitrolite storefront superseded a cast-
iron front with attenuated proportions and a splayed corner entrance in the
eastern bay. (Prior to c. 1948, an alley ran along the eastern side of the

building. During or after the late 194N's, the alley was abandoned and a
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one story wing was added to the adjacent building.) As buiTt, the second
story windows at the central bay were spliayed and recessead to create a

balcony; originally, an elaborate, pedimented pressed metal cornice with
finials gave definition to the roof line (see photo #24).

43, 220 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1891 and 1896; alley
addition constructed c. 1948; tower removed between 1910 and 1951, 22n East
Commercial's rusticated stone string courses, fagoted colonettes and central-
ized arch with decorative brickwork testify to its affinities with the Roman-
esque revival style; the original cornices and corner turret have been re-
moved, Perhaps simuitaneous to the c, 1948 addition of a one-story wing, the
structure acquired a Moderne storefront of hlack Carrara glass, concrete and
glass blocks.

44, 2?74 East Commercia! Street; constructed between 1902 and 191N,

Although modiTied at street fevel, 2?4 East Commercial was not altered above
ground tevel; the corbelled second story is evenly fenestrated with segmen-
tal arched windows capped by brick hood moldings.

* 45, Parking Tot.

46, 234 East Commercial Street; constructed hetween 18A3 and 1884, The
two-story brick building at this address retains a considerable amount of
integrity and, as such, is a significant document concerning commercial con-
struction during the district's Victorian period. 1In terms of proportions,
materials, workmanship and design--including decorative features, such as the
ornamental cast-iron storefront, hood moldings and bracketted and pedimented
projecting cornice with campanion corbel table--234 East Commercial is char-
acteristic of the more substantial Commercial Street properties built from

c. 1869 to the mid-1880's.

47. 300 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1884 and 1886. Cope-
land's Corner Cafe, a rejoinder to 234 East Commercial {#46), retains a range
of unaltered, segmental arched windows at the second story and roof line de-
tailing consisting of decorative brickwork, a sunbhurst motif and a metal cor-
nice with hall fintals; the storefront has been modified.

48, 3N2 East Commercial Street:; constructed between 1896 and 1802, Above
street Tevel alterations, 307 East Commercial reveals its original three-bay
configuration defined by pilaster strips and segmental arched windows; the
projecting cornice and corbel table remain intact.

49, 1306 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 1910, 306

East Commercial, like the adjoining properties described above (#47 and #48),
was modified at the first story, while the design of the second story-- seg-
mental arched windows with rusticated lugsills and a projecting metal cornice-
-was left intact.

R. 308 East Commercial Street:; constructed between 1896 and 1907,
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51. 310 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1801 and 18394, Al-
though two separafte structures, the two-story red brick buildings at 3N8 and
310 East Commercial are linked visually by similar storefront treatments, a
range of segmental arched windows with rusticated sills at the upper story
and a continuous projecting metal cornice with a corbelled brick architrave.

R?. 312-16 East Commercial Street; 317 Fast Commercial was constructed
between 1891 and 189A; 214 East Commercial was constructed between 1891 and
1896; 31A4 East Commercial was constructed between 1884 and 1886. 312-1A East
Commercial, which completes the block's string of Victorian commercial struc-
tures, rises two stories in red brick to a decisive projecting metal cornice
underscored by corbelling; its ten bays, grouped asymmetrically by pilaster
strips, are marked by brick hood moldings; the storefronts have been modified
to varying degrees,

53. 320 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1869 and 1884, Stylis-
ticalTy akin to the neighboring buildings to the west (#48, #49, #50, #51 and
#52), the two-story brick structure at 220 East Commercial was remodeled at
the ground floor; three segmental arched openings mark the second story and
courses of ornamental brickwork align below the roof coping.

54, 326 Fast Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 191N, 3726
East Commercial rises ftwo stories in red brick, relieved by light-colored
masonry lintels at the second story and corbelling at the parapet wall,

5. 328 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1907 and 1910, Ex-
terior modifications to Uncle Carl Baden's Pawn Shop, a three-story red brick
building ‘constructed as Perkins Hotel) are Timited to the black and white
opaque glass cladding at street Tevel; the original design features of the
second and third stories--1ight-colored masonry lintels and sills and brick-
work--were left intact.

* 56. 330 East Commercial Street; date unknown,

* §7, 7337 East ,ommercial Street; date unknown. A continuous sheath of
white and black opaque glass tiles visually links the one-story structure 33?7
Fast Commercial, the stuccoed two-story building at 330 East Commercial and
the three-story building at 32% East Commercial (#55), suggesting common
ownership of the three properties during recent decades.

58, 1336 Fast Commercial Street: 19n8, ATlthough the storefront of the two-
story red brick facade of the Bakers' Union Hall has been modified, the tran-

som panels are possibly original; at the second story, light-colored masonry
belt courses and roof line corbelling articulate the spandrels.

59, 338 East Commercial Street; constructed c. 189}, The two-story brick
building at this address retains original first- and second-story window de-
tailing, viz., brick hoods capping segmental arched windows and a section of
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cornice at the Jefferson elevation, though it lacks the original pedimented
cornice on Commercial and the original storefront.

City Block 28

0. 400 East Commercial Street; c. 18R4; S.R, Abbott, architect. The

Bank of Springfield commissioned Springfield architect S.B. Abbott to design
this once elaborately detailed building during the mid-1880's. The original
design--replete with a gabled stone porch over the Commercial Street en-
trance, an exuberant cornice with finials and elaborate hood moldings {still
visible at the secondary elevation)--was altered considerably during the mid-
190N's; a new brick veneer and a Carrara glass storefront with stylized metal
railings were applied to the primary elevation.

* 51, Parking lot.

62, 40R-10 Fast Commercial Street: constructed between 1896 and 19Nn2. In
the Romanesque revival styTe, arcading frames 4N8.1N East Commercial's second-

story openings, underscoring the decisive roof line treatment supplied by cor-
belling and half-columns; the storefront is sheathed in Vitrolite,

£3. A412-18 East Commercial Street; 1978: Heckenlively and Mark, archi-
tects. The Missouri Hotel, one of the Targest structures in the district, is
an index to the economic viability of the Commercial Street wheolesale and
retail strip prior to the Crash of 1929, It is a four-story, beige brick-
clad structure with classical detailing; the decorative, Tight-colored terra
cotta keystones, corner moldings, quoining and parapet cornice pick up the
background shade of the colorful terra cotta panels at street level, and as
such, provide sybtle accents to the light-colored brick cladding of the upper
stories.

* 4, 42428 East Commercial Street; 424 East Commercial was constructed
between 1907 and 1910; 476 East Commercial was constructed between 1884 and
1801; 478 East Commercial was constructed between 18R4 and 18RA; altered at
an unknown date. 424-28 Fast Commercial, occupied at an early date by the
Ndd Fellows, has heen transmogrified by stucco and a non-cementitious sheath
incoporating black Carrara glass.

5. 43N-34 EFast Commercial Street: constructed hetween 18A0 and 1884,

The front of 434 Fast Commercial is eight bays wide with modified storefronts
and arched and square-headed windows at the second story. The five western
bays were veneered or demalished and rebuilt after the turn-of-the-century.

6. 436-50 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1869 and 1884;
altered between 1801 and 189A and at an unknown date. The height of the
second-story windows of the western portion of 436-50 East Commercial appears
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to have been reduced hy the addition of a continucus Tintal during the first
quarter of this century, perhaps contemporanecusly with the construction,
between 1896 and 190?, of a rear addition with similar window treatment.
The advancing and receding wall planes are original features; the tower-like
corner bay and the skirt-roofed storefronts were added between 1891 and 1894,

City Block 27

67. 500 East Commercial Street; built as a two- and three-story building
between 1PRA and 1891; moditied and reduced to one story between 1975 and
1951. This one-story masonry commercial building is characterized by a modi-
fied, wraparound storefront, a recessed corner entrance and pilaster strips
that rise to the roof line. '

68. 504 East Commercial Street; constructed between 188f and 1891. 504
East Commercial survives in somewhat altered condition, minus the original

elaborate metal cornice; further changes include the storefront modifications
and the partial obstruction of the segmental arched second-story windows

capped by brick hood moldings.

A0, ©508-12 East Commercial Street; 50R-10 East Commercial was constructed
between 1869 and 1R884: K12 fast Commercial was constructed between 1886 and
1891. Elaborate cast-iron window heads at the second story, framed by a
range of red brick pilaster strips, testify to the elegance of the original
design. A corrugated sheath has repiaced the bracketted cornice of the orig-
inal ten bays and conceals the roof line corbelling of the three western
bays; the storefront has been modified,

* 70, 514 East Commercial Street; constructed c. 1896, Historic photographs
show the one-story brick building's original multi-tight display windows,
denticulated brick spandrel and brick piers with undulating profiles; all of
these features, except the Tatter, were concealed or removed when the window
sash was replaced and the present spandrel cladding was added,

71, 518 East Commercial Street; constructed between 189§ and 1902. 518

East Commercial survives in near-original condition; its recessed entrance is
flanked by large display windows and culminates in transoms and a pressed
metal spandrel set between finials.

72. 520-22 East Commercial; 520 East Commercial was constructed between
1886 and 18971 ; 522 East Commercial was constructed between 1902 and 1910,
Culminating in a corbel table at the roof 1ine and vertically divided into
five bays by brick quoining, the two-story brick building at 520-22 East
Commercial has been altered minimally. A stone belt course, interrupted by
pilaster strips, emphasizes the disuniform window heights,
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73. 524 Fast Commercial Street; constructed between 1010 and 1933, A
cognate to 514 and 518 East Commercial {#70 and #71), the littles-altered
building at this address incorporates paired entrances set between splayed
storefronts, metal spandrel cladding and a modilTioned metal cornice with
finials.
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Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The Commcercial Strect Historic District is significant in American architecture
and history, as it reflects four significant themes and patterns in Missouri's
architecture and history: a.) Architecture: It reflects the evolution of de-
sign and building practices characteristic of commercial architecture in rural
Missouri during the period c¢. 1870 to e. 1935 and particularly before 1910, as
86% of the remaining properties, including detached buildings and portions of
comnercial rows, were constructed before this date. Specifically, it illus-
trates the development of the small commercial building, typical of rural parts
.of the state, from the ornamental Ttalianate structures of the 1870's-1890's,
to the turn-of-the-century and early 20th century buildings which are
characteristically simpler than their Victorian precedents in all respects and
the modern, streamlined designs of the 1930's. In light of the fact that
Springfield is the third largest city in the state, the survival of Commercial
Street's architectural character, which bespeaks a rural Missouri business
district, is remarkable. In contrast, the architectural character of
Springfield's Square has been altered radically in recent decades by new
construction, including the closure of streets to create a shopping mall, and
several notable, exterior remodelings. Within the context of the downtowm
mall, the commercial strips and shopping centers which accompanied
Springfield's moct recent boom, and the business districts of nearby Ozark
towns, the district is architecturally significant. b) Commerce: The district
develcoped after 1870 as the major commercial center of the railroad boom town
of North Springfield and served for almost a quarter-century as a major
commercial center, if not the principal commercial center, for southwestern
Missouri and northern Arkansas. Further, Commercial Street's development after
the late 1860's is significant as it marks the shift that occurred in
Springfield merchandising during the 1860's and 1870's away from general stores
serving local retail trade to specialized businesses serving the expanded
marketplace in southwestern Missouri and northern Arkansas that had been mzade
accessible by rail; Commercial Street buildings dating from the Victorian
period to the turn-of -the-century constitute tangible symbols of Springfield's
development from an agrarian frontier town into a diversified regional
comnercial center. Perhaps because major commercial development in the
Springfield core focused on the Square during the second and third quarters of
the 20th century, Commercial Street retains a significant amount of historice
intepgrity as a commercial district. c.-d.) Exploration/Settlement and
Transportation: The railroad proved the {irst means to transport, in volume,
manufactured goods and materials from St. Louis and eastern commercial centers
to Springfield, ship locally manufactured goods from Springfield to other parts
of southwestern Missouri and northern Arkansas, and channel settlers inte the
Spring{ield area. The railroad and local land speculators developed North
Springfield, including the Commercial Street retail and wholesale district, as
a major frontier entrepot; it served as a principal regional commercial center,
if not the principul regional commercial center, during the 1870's and 1880's
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and possibly into the 20th century. 1In addition, for decades after 1870,
Springfield was known as a "Frisco Town" as a sizable percentage of the popula-
tion was employed by the railroad and Frisco offices and shops were located
there. The district possesses characteristics necessary to reflect, illustrate
and recall the above enumerated themes and patterns under the Criterion of Eli-
gibility A: It retains strong associations with the development of the first
major railroad system in scuthwestern Missouri and the contributions the rail-
road made to the broad patterns of state history; and, it retains strong asso-
ciations with three themes related to the development of transportation net-
works--westward expansion, commerce and econcmic development. Because it was a
principal center of railroad operations, commerce and settlement in south-
western Missouri during and after the last quarter of the 19th century, the
Commercial Street Historic District retains stronger associations with these
intertwined themes than other scuthwestern Missouri commercial districts with
similar historic associations. Criterion C: The district is a distinguisable
entity which embodies the distinctive charactristics of commercial construction
in small Missouri towns during the period ¢. 1870 to ¢. 1935. The district
conveys a sense of its development over time by virtue of the fact that the
buildings illustrate architectural practices and design characteristic of the
various periods for which the district is significant. Because of its intrin-
sic architectural merit and integrity, the Commercial Street Historie District
is perhaps a better illustration of ths evolution of the small commercial build-
ing c.1870-¢c. 1935 than many of the business districts in the southwestern
Ozarks that possess similar qualities. The district as a whole and the indivi-
dual buildings that make up the district retain sufficient integrity of loca-
tion, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association to convey the
four themes for which Commercial Street is significant in American architecture
and history.
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During the period c. 1825-1837, Springfield was primarily a local agricultural
center, as transportation was inadequate to support a larger marketplace or to
channel settlers to southwest Missouri. Specifically, the cost of shipping pro-
duce and manufactured goods over land to and from the Missouri River st Boon-
ville and to and from St. Louis, Ste. Genevieve, the Meramec mines and Arkansas
was prohibitive, and the service was unreliable. When efforts to deepen river
channels in Greene Coumty failed to receive statewide support and were conse-
quently forestalled, Greene County residents transferred their support to pro-
posals to construct a transcontinental railroad through Missouri and, more spe-
cifically, a branch line through Greene County, as the branch line presented a
potentially-obtainable vehicle fo convey manufactured goods and settliers from
the east to southwast Missouri and agricultural products, locally manulactured
goods and ore from southwest Missouri to urban markets. The prospect of a
branch line rekindled the pioneering spirit that had fueled westward expansion
as it was regarded as a potential nexus between Missouri and the California
gold fields.

The first of a number of transcontinental raiiroads was chartered on March 12,
1849, ending almest nine years of Congressional debate concerning the matter.
The construction of the 3t. Louls and San Francisco Railroad, from St. Louis
through Jefferson City to the state line in Cass County and beyond to the Paci-
fic coast began almost two years later, on July 4, 1851, In 1850, the railroad
obtained a Federal land grant for the construction of the Southwest Branch
line, which was to break off the main line in Pacific, Missourl, progress in
southwesterly direction through Gasconade County, Rolla and Springfield, and
proceed Lo the state line in Newton County. In 1852, the State legislature
approved a land grant for the branch line totalling approximately one thousand
acres, and the Scuthwest bdranch was created by amendment to the St. Louis and
San Francisco on Christmas Day of that year,.

The construction of the Zouthwest Branch provides a paradigm of railroad con-
struction during the second quarter of the 19th century. The St. Louis and San
Francisco's charter, like most railroad charters of the period, was accompanied
by heavy legisiative sut.idies in the form of bonds backed by the State govern-
ment which were used to .nduce private investment in the risky venture. As
this generally did not leverage sufficient capital, the Federal government typ-
ically relinquished condewnation powers for rights-of-way to the railroads, and
state, county and municipal governments provided massive subsidies in the form
of stock subscriptions in exchange for company promises to adhere to reasonable
construction schedules.

Since perhaps as early as the 1840's, the Southwest Branch was regarded as the
panacea for the develeopment of the southwestern quadrant of the State. County-
wide meetings held in 1845 concerning the prospect of a railroad connection and
the 1854 sale of $100,000 of stock in the proposed road evince the vested in-
terest of Greene County regidents in the line. During the decade following the
passage of the charter amendment establishing the branch line, Springfield's
economy expanded markedly in anticipation of the railroad's arrival; the popu-
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lation tripled, manufacturing concerns were first established in the City, re-
tail business diversified and professianals settled there,

Already by the mid-1R50's, financial difficulties, soon to be legion, beset the
line. In 1856, the railroad mortgaged the Southwest Branch, which had been com-
pleted to Roella, and land grants totalling 1,017,6R2 acres, as it failed to se-
cure sufficient private monies to cover operating and construction costs, The
company received an additional subsidy from the State contingent on completion
of the Tine within four years. Financial difficulties continued; however, it
was due to the Civil War and not the depletion of financial resources that con-
struction was suspended when the line was only & few miles west of Reolla and
about one hundred miles east of Springfield,

Congress considered granting the railroad additional subsidies to complete the
Southwest Branch to Springfield in order to provide a rapid means of trans-
porting troops and supplies to the southwestern portion of the State, Self-
interast in speculative real estate investments in the area prompted Spring-
field tinionists, including E.T. Robberson and Colonel S.H. Bovd, to lTobhy
Congress ardently to finance construction of the branch line to Springfield,
The fact that Robberson had immense land holdings in Greene County that were
hisected by the branch 1ine survey, and the fact that after the war, Robberson,
Boyd and Charles E. Harwood, Royd's partner in real estate, entered with the
raiiroad inte the speculative development. of the town of North Springfield and
specifically, its retail and wholesale district--Commercial Street from, rough-
ly, Washington to Lyon--illustrate the intrinsic ties hetween the railroad and
the economy of the Springfield area and southwest Misscuri.

As Congress decided against further subsidizing the branch line to repair
track depredated during the war and as the railroad's finances were depleted,
the comany defaulted on its interest payment to the State on March 1, 1866,
Consequently, the State foreclased on the mortgage, ascuming a liability of
four miltion dollars an the Southwest Branch,

The Tline was purchased subsequently at auction for thr meager sum of %£1,300,00N
by Jdohn C. Fremont, whose reputation as the first Repunlican presidential can-
didate and confidante of politicians and financiers was difficult to reconcile
with the darker aspects of his military career and commercial endeavors.
Fremont succeeded initially in reversing public opinion against the derelict
railroad with plans to press construction of the branch line, reincorporated
under Fremont as the Southwest Pacific Railroad, to or near Springfield, where
it would join the main line of Fremont's newly incorporated transcontinental
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad and continue to the west coast aleng the 35th
parallel. Fremont's success in captivating Missourians with his plans was
brief, however, as the company laid only twelve miles of track before default-
ing on their first mortgage payment, The railread's failure to abet the econ-
omy of southwest Missouri was the principal factor behind public emhitterment
toward the Atlantic and Pacific. State government acquiesced to public senti-
ment and foreclosed on the mortgage, despite the unlikely prospect of interest-
ing another company in the completicon of the line, and despite the Atlantic and
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Pacific's recent issue of four million dollars in State-backed bonds.

On the basis of further financial incentives from the Missouri legislature and
a vested interest in the development of the county's economy, two rival rail-
road syndicates, composed principally of southwest Missouri businessmen, were
formzd. One was headed by DBoston Financier G.V. Fox; the other, the Home Com-
pany, was composed exclusively of local businessmen. Fox's South Pacific Rail-
road Company ultimately merged with the Atlanlic and Pacific Railroad Company;
the consolidated line was chartered on June 15, 1868. Under the South Paci-
fic's charter, the company stipulated it would build f£o Lebanon within two
years and expernd by 1872 five hundred thousand dollars a year on the line's
construction from Lebenon to the state line; the Federal government, on the
other hand, relinquished the right of survey to the Scuth Pacific.

Polemics conecerning the surveyors recommendation that the railread follow the
shortest path through Creene County--slong the ridge that forms the northern
edge of the Springfield plateau, about one and one-half miies north of Spring-
field's business district--mark the speculative beginnings of the town of

Horth Springfield. E.T. Rcbbherson, Charles E. Harwood and 5.1, Boyd, owmers of
a five hundred-acre tract of land bisected by the railroad survey, offered
substantial inducewents Lo the raliwasy to follow the recommended route across
their property. These incentives, consisting of the donation of a two hundred-
foot right-of-way and & forty-acre tract for railroad shops, a commitment to
plat a town on two hundred acres adjacent to the depot, and the transfer of one-
half ownership in the town fo the railroad company, were ccuntered by the
urgings of Springfield merchants and property owners to erect a depot in the
vicinity of the established business district near the Springfield public
square. The railroad management agreed to construct the tracks and depot with-
in one-half mile of the square, providing that the municipality or Springfield
businessmen absorb the estimated $25,000 to $75,000 additional cost to deflect
the line away fom the 35th parallel. Maintaining that the charter compelled
construction of the line within Springfield eity limits, Springfield business-—
men refused to pay the additional costs, thereby causing the rival town of
North Springfield to develop arocund the proposed depot site per the spacula-
tors' plans. The Ozark Land Company, a syndicate composced of Robberson, Har-
wood (who had acquired Boyd's interest) and the South Pacific Railroad Company
platted the town of North Springfield in 1869 on a modified grid system center-
ed on the obliauely laid railroad tracks and Commercial Street; it was and is
still characterized by wide streets and public sguares,

The prospect of Springfield's centrality to a ftranscontinental railroad network
had a profound impact on the use and development rate of Greene County and spe-
cifically on Springfield from 1850 onward, The war forestalled perceptible eco-
nomic development, but its end and the hope of a hasty resumption of railroad
construction marked the beginnings of a period of spiralling land valuation and
widespread real estate speculation during the late 1860's; these years prior to
the arrival of the railroad were characterized as:

a period of reckless growth and suicidal extravagance with uninter-
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rupted migrat{on, plentiful money, hooming commerce and rising pro-
perty values.,

Whereas the railroads® promises resulted in Tittle from 18683 to 1868, the fact
that the South Pacific laid more frack in two years than the previous companies
Taid in fifteen fueled Springfield real mstate speculation ¢. 1868-1870, Cen-
sus data from the years 1880, 1860 and 1870 i1lustrate the county's tremendous
graowth during this twenty-year period: the county’s population rose from 411 to
5,555 persons, and the valuation of the county's agricultural land increased
from $208,000 to £4,000,000,

The railroad's speculative involvement in Greene County agricuttural land sales
and North Springfield town lot sales, however, also accounted for certain am-
hivalent feelings toward the railroad on the part of Springfield residents,
North Springfield and thirteen other towns huilt by the South Pacific between
Arlington, Missouri--Tocated one hundred five miles northeast of Springfield--
and Springfiald were constructed adjacent Lo established towns, causing com-
mercial activity to shift away from the existing business districts to the rail-
road's spur lines. While the development of mest of the company towns was
tantemount to civic blackmail, fear that the railroad's town lot speculation
would fail and, conseauently, undermine the company's finances and forestall
caonstruction was widespread, The fact that the Nzark Land Company passed on
profits from its speculative land investments to residents and railroad
empliayees through the sale of campany stock further tempered anti-railroad
sentiments in North Springfield.

Construction on Comercial Street and on residential st eets in North Spring-
field began alwmost immediately after the toun was Taid out in 1868, The 0Ozark
Land Company erected the first building in the Commercial Street business dis-
trict--a small frame real estate office at the corner of Jefferson--in 18R9,
The first house was built in November of the same year. A former Ozark [and
Company agent's correspondence and 1025 Missouri Historical Review article re-
cord, from a churchman's perspective, the area’'s characlter, and the rapidity
with which Commercial Street and North Springfield developed from a stony brush
land at the northern fringe of Springfield:

Commercial Street, eighty feet wide, paralleled ti2 railroad survey
for threc-quarters of a mile, and long before the stumps and rocks
were cleared out of the roadway, scores of business bhuildings sprang
up on either side, Residences too were built in wonderful numbers,
and when in April, 1870, the first train came in, there were nearly
four hundred permanent inhabitants in North Springfield, and more than

thirty business houses. Of the Tatter, thirteen were saloons! [.,.7
every saloen had an annex of a gamhling dep or worse, I',..7 there were
hundreds of men engaged in grading the railroad yards, building the
freight and passenger depots, and erecting the Nzark House, a frame

hotel of one hundred rooms....After a pay day, when all those lahor-
ers had received their month's wages, with thirteen saloon doors open

day and night, and no Tegal authority in the place, the drunkenness
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and debauchery equalled an;thing we read of in the most lurid tales of
the 'wild and wooly West'.”

North Springfield boomed. Town lot sales, totalling $60,000 during the latter
part of 1869 and the first few months of 1870, increased significantly after
the arrival of the first passenger train on May 1, 1870. Frame commercial
buildings and residences were prevalent in the district from the early 1870's
until 1896, although few remained by 1951 and none survive today. Commercial
buildings of brick construction also were built during the incipient stage of
Commercial Street's development. There were forty~-five detached brick com-
mercial buildings or portions of commercial rows on both sides of Commercial
Street between Washingbon and Lyon by 1884, and their number grew steadily over
the next twelve years so that by 1896, the husiness district was characterized
by masonry structures perpetuating the vernacular building traditions of com-
mercial construction of the 1870's. Typically, these structures were two
stories in height with cast-iron storefronts glazed with large panes of plate
glass shaded by canvas awnings or frame porches; the upper floors were
characterized by segmental arched windows and pressed metal cornices.

The three-story structure at 211-215 West Commercial (property #13), which
dates to ¢. 1874, is one of the few large masonry buildings remaining from the
earliest period of the district's development, when it was a mosaic of small
frame commercial buildings, vacant lots, scatiered residences, one- and two-
story brick commercial buildings, and a few masonry commercial buildings of
more substantial size. The larger structures were located near Boonville and
Benton, reflecting the desirability of locations near the freipght depot at the
head of Boonville and thi passenger depot ot the head of Benton; most of the
larger structures were built on the north side of the street on a spur line
adjacent to the tracks.

Close proximity to the tracks minimized drayapge of raw materials and finished
preoducts and was undoubtedly preferred by manufacturers of heavy equipment,
like Parcc and Gray, dealers in buggies, Spring Wagons, farm wagons, machinery
and agricultural implemr+ts, who bullt the building at 211-15 West Commercial.
As the railroad providec the first means to transport considerable quantities
of lumber and iron from 5t. Louis and Eastern cities and channel settlers to
southwest Missouri, Kansas and the Indian Territories, the manufacture of
wagons for agricultural, mining, lumbering and freight purpcses and settlers
became Springfield's chief industry from 1870 to 18%90. Parce and Gray, a
leading manufacturer of wagons, was established on Commerciasl Street in 1874.

During the 1860!'s and 1870's, the character of merchandising in the Spring-~
field area changed from general stores serving local retail demand to special-
ized businesses serving azn expanded marketplace in southwest Missouri and north-
ern Arkansas. Businesses trading in the greatly enlarpged marketplace made
accessibie by rail located in large numbers on Commercial Street during the
early to mid-1870's and apparently in larger numbers than in the viecinity of

the Public Square in Springfield. Due in large part to the railroad connection
and the types of businesses conducted on Commercial Street, the impact of the
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1873 panic and the national recession was less evident in North Springfield,

and specifically on Commercial Street which continued to grow during the earty
1870's, than in Springfield:

The economic impact of competition from Morth Springfield would not
have been so great if economic depression had not hit Springfield
after the panic of 1873, Business had bheen declining in Springfield
even before the failure of Jay Cooke's Mew York bhank in the fall of
that year and the money crisis that followed.[...7 For about three
years, Sprinafield's progress was noticeahly affected by the national
depression,l...7 North Springfield faced similar problems since many
people connected with railroad construction moved on when the line was
extended southwest toward the Tndisn Territory in 18724.7,..7 North
?priqgfie]d, in contrast, was growing rapidly hetween 1870 and 1874

Relocation of the railroad's car and engine repair shops between Summit and
Shermon, northeast of the Commercial Strest business district, from the taown of
Pacific in 1873 offset, to a degree, the daleterious effects of the panic, and
marked the beginnnings of the railroad's role as the major emdloyer for decades
in North Springfield and North Springfield's reputation as home to most of the
company's employees,

By 1877, North Springfield's inhabitants numhered approximately 1,500; 170

were employed in the company roundhouse, blacksmith shop, assembly plant, hrass
foundry end oil house, Tumher and dry house and bridge framing house located on
the company's forty-acre tract northeast of the Commercial Street business dis-
trict. During the 1870's, over one half af North Sprirgfield residents were in
the employ of the railroad; the remainder were employed Targely hy concerns
serving or dependent upon the railroad. The North Springfield depof was the
major changing point for train crews, and many of the line's cenductors, engi-
neers and bhrakemen took rooms over Commercial Street businresses or in one of
the several hotels, including the 0Ozark Hotel, built at the northeast corner of
Commercial and Benton Streets by the railroad in 1R70 ~nd rebuilt in 1R70 after
the first structure was destroyed by fire.

A railroad inte Springfieid proper became a reality on May 20, 1878, with the
comrletion of a local line, the Western Missouri Railroad Company; i1t was es-
tablished by Springfield businessmen to link a station at Mill Street with the
town of Ash Grove, which is located ahbout fifteen miles northwest of Spring-

field. By 18RO, Springfield gained access to the North Springfield tracks via
a mule car route that ran along Boonville to Commercial Streef and on Commer-
cial from Boonville to the Benton Avenue depot. By March 25, 1881, the Kansas
City, Fort Scott and Memphis line was completed to Springfield. Competition

from the Kansas City, Fort Scoff and Memphis Railroad forced the St. Louis and
San Francisco Railway Company, successar to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad

Company, to curtail a decade-long practice of price gouging on shipping rates,
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causing a precipitous increase in Springfield and North Springfield jobbhing
business during the 1880's and 189n's,

Already by 1878, nine years after North Springfield was pnlatted, retail, whole-
sale, jobhing and manufacturing concerns were many and diverse in type, includ-

ing:

three dry goads stores, one of which is a wholesale haouse, a wholesale
and retzil clothing store, two drugstores, one stove and tinware
store, one large hardware and agricultural implement establishment,
one furrpiture stere and manufactery, one book store, one boob and shee
store, seven retail gqroceries, three wheat elevators, a shipper of
general agricultural products, one Tumber yard, one tchacco factory,
one watchmaker and jeweler, a real estate office, thres haotels [.,.,7
one well-conducted weekly newspaper [and] two extensive hrickyards.

ITnsiurance Maps of Springfield, Mo, , published by the Sanborn Map Company,

show dense construction on Commrrcial Street by 1884, except on the hlocks west
of Camphell, on the north side of Commercial Street bhetween Jefferson and
Washington and the central portion of City Rlock 37, Small, defached frame
structures were sti11 the most prevalent type of building in the district in
1834, Trame and small masonry buildings were typically detached, whereas the
deep twa-and three-story mascnry buildings in the district were constructed as
commercial rows or ahutting other substartial masonry huildings, such as in the
case of the blockfsce from 203-07 to ?221-23 Fast Cemmercial  Street (huildings
#11-1%; the buildings at 203-07 and 221-23 have been altered radically).

Within the two years fro. 1884 to 1886, fourteen brick huildings were censtruct-
ed on Commercial Street and parity was established between the number of frame
and brick structures, During tne mid-1880"'s, the western portion of the dis-
trict and contiguous blocks to the south were industrial in character. Anchor
Mills were located at the northwest corner of Commercial and Lyon--at the
fringe of the husiness district, the Lemp becr and ice house was leocated at the
northeast corner of Lyon and Comparcial, and coal and Tunber yards were Tocated
oen the north side of Co mercial between tyon and Campbell, on the south side of
Commercial east of Campball, and in contiguous blocks te the south, Liveries,
waqon yards, feed stores and blackswith's shops were more prevalent in the
general vicinity of the vreight station at the head of Boonville, north of
Commercial Street, than in the vicinity of the eastern portion of the dis-
trict. The Yocation of the freight depot and the earliest street railway route
on Boonvilte hetween the Square and Commercial Street caused the development of
Boonville as a principal north-south corridor between the "01d Town"” and the
"Hew Town."

The development by the 1880's of a commercial district aon Boonville between the
Square and Commercial Street, the establishment of & street car line linking
the Square and Commercial Street, the founding in 1872 of Drury College midway
between Springfield and North Springfield on lTand donated by the railroad, the
interconnection of Springfield and North Springfield business interests, and
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the railroad connection to Springfield had a tangihle impact on the convergent
growth patterns of the towns and the diminishment of the protracted animosity
concerning the South Pacific's adherence to the original railroad survey.
Voicing the sentiment of merger as early as 1876, the Springfield Patriot-
Advertiser remarked: o

We hope to see the two towns united by the Tigaments of a substantial
commingling of business and social interests, closer than were the
Siamese twins. In fact the time is probably not so Tar in the future
as many think, when the principal streets batween the two places will
be so 1ined with business houses, that 1E will be impossihle to tell
where 01d Town ends, or New Town begins.'

The increasing interdependence of Springfield and North Springfield culminated
in merger on April 4, 1887 under the name SpringTield.

The period in Commercial Street's history Trom the 1280's to World War 7 was
characterized by steady growth. Brick constructien increased at the same rate
during the five year intervals from 1886 to 1891 and 1831 to 1806 35 it had
from 1881 to 183A. By 1826, the industrial appearance of the western portion
of the historic district had been altered somewhat by the subdivision into
lots of the Targe lumber yard on the south side of Commercial between Campbell
and Boonville; however, nearby liveries and the Lemp Brewery complex, which
was expanded between 1891 and 189A, remainnd until after the turn-of-the-
cantury,

The May 1901 consolidation of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway (Frisco)
system, which operated in the vicinity of Commercial Street, and the Kansas
City, Fort Scott and Memphis Railroad, which aperated out of facilities in the
southern portion of the City, reinforced the Springfield-North Springfield mer-
ger, The North Springfield passenager depof at the head of Benton, north of
Commercial Street, was closed in preference to the depot near the Square.
Freight operations were consclidated at the Frisco yverds, one block northeast
of the historic district's eastern boundry and were maintained at this location
until July 1909, when the Frisco system opened new shops in the northwestern
portion of the City,

From 1866 f£o 1902, the number of masonry buildings on Commercial Street in.
creased at one half the rate of each of the three preceding five-year periods,
whereas the increase in masonry construction during the eight year period from
1902 to 1910 was almost double the average increment for each five year period
from 1884 to 1896, By 1910, the blockfaces of City Blocks 2?8 and 30 were uni-
formly masonry in character and the hlockfaces of City Blocks 29, 31, 36 and 37
were predominantly masonry. Except for City Rlocks 32, 34 and 29 on which
there were few structures, the remaining blockfaces were & mixture of frame and
brick construction with few vacant Tots. As late as 1910, three frame houses,
located on the blocks east of Lyon and west of Washington, survived in an other-
wise comnercial area.

MNew construction and sterefront remodelings dating from the 19720's to the early
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1950's index the economic viahility of area businesses as tate as mid-century.
Notably, during the 12208's, the Commercial Club--the Commercial Street mer.-
chants association--built a community center at Robberson ¢, 1924-28 (property
#19Y, and the Missouri Hotel (property #63) was built in 16238, Durirg the
period 1910 to 1951, the south side of Commercial Street between Lyon and
Campbell assumed a commercial character, The demolition of the St. Louis and
San Francisco's general offices at the northeast corner of Commercial and
Benton (previously, the Nzark Hotel) and the departure by 1951 of the ¥W.J. Lemp
Brewing Company from their facility at the northeast corner of Lyon and Com-
mercial account for the current sparsity of construction in the northeastern
and northuestern blocks of the local historic district.

The geographic separation of SpringfTield's commercial and industrial concerns
and business interests since perhaps as early as the 1890's was pronciinced by
Worid War TT, when writers for a W.P.A. quide to Missouri commented that while
husinesses were concentrated in the vicinity of the Public Square by the
1940's, "around Commercial Street, the principal industrial and commerciol
district extends along a tier of raiiroad tracks, Here are cireameries, furni-
ture and garment factories, cooperages, chicken and egg establishments, and
the raitroad shops."” Findings of a recent market study date the heginnings
of the decline of the Commeprcial Street retail and wholesale strip to the
1950"'s, citing competition from ovtlying shopping centers, reduced property
maintenance and an increase in non-retail tenarts among the contributing
factors. Although a shadow of its former self, Commercial Street remained
reasonably stable from the 1950's tn the 1970's, bhecause of the Commercial
Club, the presence nearb of major Springfield institutions--notahly, Commerce
Bank, the Assembly of Go Headquarters and Drury follege, and the presence
nearby of stable residem.ial neighhorhooads surrounding the college.

Nesignation of Commercial Street between Washington and Lyon as Springfield's

first and to date only City historic district on July 31, 1978, testifies to
the street's importance in Springfield history. Campanion provisions to dis-
trict designation--notably, the recently completed comprehensive preservation
plan which emphasizes e onomic development, the packaging of Community Develop-

ment BRlock Grant monies and state and federal tax incentives for building reha-
bilitation, and the stringent review of alteration, constructien and demolition

permits~--provide effective mechanisms for imptementing revitalization of the
district, Enrollment of Commercial Street in the Mational Register of Historic

Places and eligibility for preservation tax incentives pursuant to the Economic
Recovery Tax Act of 1981 and any subseguent tax legislation is central to the
proposed strategies for revitalizing the district.




[ !
4

NPS Form 10-300-a
{7-81)

W A
l.w.("‘l-‘ ¥ i"- -
United States Department of the Interior e
National Park Service _For KPS use only
MHational Register of Historic Places . owoves 0 00
fnveniory—iiomination Form date enicred |
COMMERCTAL STREET HISTORTIC DISTRICT
Continuation sheet ftem nuimber - B Page 11
FOOTNOTES

}'C.K. Piehl, "“Springfield 1865-1881," Springfield News & leader, 9
Septemher 16713,

?h. M. Haswell, "The Building of a City--Springfield," Missouri Historical
Review {19 April 1925): 400-N1; Dur First Hundred Years, First Congregitional
Church, Springfield, Mo, (Springfield: First Congregational Church, T963%Y, p,

10,

3C.K. Piehl, "Springfield 1RAR-18A1," Springfield News & Leader, 9
September 1073,

4Gnorge S. Escott, History and Directory of Springfield and North
Springfield (Springfield, Missouri: George S. Escott, 1873), p. 18,

S North Springfield," Springfield Patriot-Advertiser, 7?8 December 1876,

6Nork Projects Administration, Writers' Program, Missouri: A Guide to the
“Show Me" State (Mew York: Duell, Stoan and Pearce, 1941), p. 330,

B e T e )




9. Major Bibliographical References

(See Continuation Sheet)

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property Approximately 11 acres

Quadrangle nameSpringfield, MO" Quadrangle scale _1:28,000
UTM References
Maust dziateias) lenbiolizol - Plhiost blslsiags] leal2iol2iiie]
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cliisl l_fn.]_ZJA.LZJ.QJ.QJ lA_Ll_Jz_ILLl;JD.J.QJ - ols) lalrwlzioie) landzi0f1i810]
EIIJL]!I 1 S S T O I I A B T T T
| IJLJJLI‘. '."Hllll‘LlL(til-ll'l|_l_L-_l__[

Verbal boundary description and justification
(See Continuation Sheet) o .

Tl . Vi e B o LN LN

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A ‘code T~ county .. lcode

state ' " code county o ; © code

11. Form Prepared By S -

name/title Jill Johnson, Architectural Historian
Historic Preservation Program, Missouri

organization Department of Natural Resources " date __ January 6, 1983
street & number  P.0. Box 176 ' _ ., .telephone 314/ 751-4096
clty or town Jefferson City T T State ' Missouri 65102

12. State Historic Preservation Offlcer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—_ nationa} —__state X jocat

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer tor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
865), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by tha-Matianal Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ég a .
Director, Missouri Department of Natural Resour‘l'c{es 3 9\ g_

title ~and State Historic Preservation Officer ‘date . ? 3

For NPS use only
1 hereby cenrtity that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: ' date
Chief of Registration




-

NPS Form 10-800-a
{7-81)

United Stateé Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

COMMERCTAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Continuation sheet : Hem number 9

Barker & Escott's Springfield and North Springfield City Directory for
1884-5,. Springfield: Barker & Escott, 1884,

Excott, George S. History and Nirectory of Springfield and North
Springfield. Springfield, Missouri: George S. Escott, 1R7R.

Fairbanks, Jonathan, and Tuck, Clyde Edwin. Past and Present of Graene County,
Missouri. 2 vols. Indianapolis: A.W. Bowen & Company, 1915,

Handbook of Springfield, Missouri, and Surroundings. Chicago: C.S. Burch
PubTishing Co., 1889,

Haswell, AM. “The Building of a City--Springfield." Missouri Historical
Review 19 (April 1925): 307.403.

History of Greene County, Missouri, St. Louis: Western Historical
Company, 1883,

Holcombe, R.I., ed, History of Greene County, Missouri, 1883, St, Louis:
St. Louis Western Historical Company, 1R83.

Hoye's City Directory of Springfield, Mo. Kansas City: Hoye Directory
Co., Tc. TORET,

Tnsurance Maps of Springfield, Greene Co., Missouri. New York: Sanborn
Map Co., 19007,

Insurance Maps of Springfield, Missouri. New York: Sanborn-Ferris Map Co.,
1896,

Insurance Maps of Springfield, Missouri. WNew York: Sanborn Map Co., 1910,

Insurance Maps of Springfield, Missouri. New York: Sanborn Map Co.,
1933. Revised, 1951.

Mahaney, Jan. The History of Commerce Rank of Springfield. TSpringfield:
Commerce Bank,T 197A,

Miner, H. Craig. "Hopes and Fears: Ambivalence in the Anti-Railroad Movement
at Springfield, Missouri, 1870-18R80," Missouri Historical Society Rulletin 27
(January 1971): 129-14A,

Miner, H. Craig. The St, Louis-San Francisco Transcontinental Railroad.
Lawrence, Kansas: The lInfversity Press of Kansas, 1977,

"North Springfield," Springfield Patriot-Advertiser, 2?8 Necember 1R7A,




NPS Form 10-900-
(7-a1) . e

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

inventory—Nomination Form
COMMERCIAL STREET MISTORIC DISTRICT

Continuation sheet item number 9 Page *

Our First Mundred Years, First Congregational CThurch, Sorinafield, Mo.
springfielid: [ First Tongregational Thurch,’ 1960,
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September 1973,

Reconstruction Finance Corporation, Railroad Nivision. "Report on St. Louis-
San Francisco Railway Company." Washington, N.C., 24 November 1933,
fMimeographed.)

"South Pacific Railroad Excursion.” Jefferson City Peoples' Weekly Tribune,
11 May 1870,

Springfield and North Springfield. MNew York: Springfield Map Publishing
To., TRRA.

Springfield, Greene Co., Missouri. New York: Sanborn-Ferris Map Co.,
1891,

"Springfield, Missouri.” Frank Leslie's Il1lustrated Newspaper, 1 August
1891,

Springfield, Missouri, Center for Archaeological Research. Flanders, Robert;
Harris, Suzanne; and Ouick, David, "A Cultural Resources Survey of the
Proposed University Plaza Project, City of Springfield, Greene County,
Missouri.” 2 vols, Report 441, 1981,

Springfield, Missouri, Commercial Club. Paul Harris, "Commercial Street
Through the Years," n.d.-

Springfield, Missouri. Springfield Public Library. Martin J. Hubble, comp.,
Personal Reminiscences and Fragments of the Early History of Springfield,
Greene County, Missouri, 1914,

Springfield, Missouri. Springfield Public Library. Paul Harris, untitied
manuscript presented to the Greene County Historical Society, 27 April 1972.

Springfield, Missouri. Springfield Public Library. Tiedt, lLeonard, "The
Origins of the South Pacific Railroad, and its Construction to Springfiald,

Missoyri, 186R-1870n." M. A. thesis, n.p., 1969,

Springfield, Mo.; Its Commerce, Its Industries, and Its Live Men,
Springfield: Chamber of Commerce, 1890,

"Springfield, Mo., Makes Strides Toward Greatness and Seeks for New
Blood." The Southwest Trail, 29 {January 1908): 6-7,

Springfield, Mo., 1904, [Springfield, Missouri: Springfield Club,? 19n4,
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Yerbal Bourdary Nescription:

The nominated area comprises all the lots in City Blocks 3% and 36 that front
on Commercial Street, Tots 1 and 7 and the eastern 7?8 feet of lot 3 in City
RBlock 34, and 1ot 10 except 14 feet, lot 11 and the eastern & feet & inches of
lot 12 in City Block 37; and all the Tots in City Blocks 28 to and including
32 that front on Commercial Street, and lots 12 to and including 24 in City
Block 27.

Boundary Justification:

The Commercial Street Historic District is a geographically distinct area with
a significant concentration of historic commercial buildings linked by physical
features, common historic associations and aesthetic qualities.

Commercial areas contiquous to the northeastern, eastern, western and southern
boundaries of the district consist primarily of parking and vacant lots with
few historic buildings; as such, these areas clearly define the district's
edges as they lack the district's integrity of feeling and association,

The railroad right-of-way establishes a physical boundary at the northern edge
of the district and conveys historical associations with the development of
the Commercial Street Historic District as an adjunct to the railroad in
southwest Missouri, Aesthetic qualities, which reflect significant periods in
the architectural development of the commercial district, unify the area
visually, ™
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United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

1. Name of Property
historic name Commercial Street Historic District

other names/site number n/a

2. Location

street & number _ail the properties with Commercial Street front tween th west corner of Campbeii and West
rcial northeast corner of Robberson and East Commercial on the north si nd from n nd includin

Lot 24 City Block 27 on the south [n/a] not for publication

city or town Springfield [v/a] vicinity

state Missouri code MO __ county Greene code Q77 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

e designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this

the d ted auth der the Nat | Hist P tion Act ded, | h grt' that thi L

l_non]lpza on [ ] request for determmgtlon of ellglbmtg meets the documentation standards for r?gi en%%prg%emes inthe
atipnal Register of ;Esonc Places and meets thé procedural and professional re%mrements set 16rth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my

%) |lr;||| |cértu|?e ]rggﬁgxg meets | ] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered

\ Ilg[‘ ] statewide )%Iocall .
e continuation sheét Tor additional cOmmerit

z? % g,
Signature of certifying official/Title . slackwell/Deputy O ate /

éaj_ssouri Department of Natural Besources
tate or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinijon, the prope meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.
{ Se cgntinuatlon %hgetr%J a}ddltlonag gomments [ 1) 9

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

|4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date

[ ]entered in the National Register
See continuation sheef ].
[ ] determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet [ 1.
[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[ ]removed from the
National Register
[ ]other, explain ~
See continuation sheet [ 1.
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8.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a

pe, period, or method of construction or represents the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[1D Pro[)erty has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
Property is:

[]A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[1B removed from its original location.

[1€ abirthplace or grave.

[1D acemetery.

[1E areconstructed buiiding, object, or structure.
[1F a commemorative property.

[1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
Architecture
Commerce
Exploration lement

Transportation

Periods of Significance
irca 1 -1

Significant Dates
n/a

Significant Person(s)
n/a

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Architect/Builder
Abbott, S.B.

Heckenlively and Mark

(Explain the significance of the property on one or mere continuation sheets.)

|9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Lok B S e ek o vioue! st

{ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the Naticnal Register
[ ]1designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
[ 1recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Primary location of additional data:
[X ] State Historic Preservation Office
[ 1Other State Agency

[ ]Federal Agency

[ 1Local Government

[ ] University

[ 1GCther:

Name of repository:
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5.Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
[X] private [ ]building(s)
[X] public-local [X] district 55 16 buildings
[ ]1public-State [ ]site
[ ] public-Federal [ ]structure 0 2 sites
[ ]object
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
55 18 Total
Name of related multiple property listing. Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National
n/a Register.
54

6. Function or Use

Historic Function Current Functions
I r ial re Commerce/Trade specialty store
r r m tore mmer 'wareh
I [ W mmer r ran

Commerce/Trade financial institution

Commerce/Trade/restaurant

Domestic/hotel

vernment/fir ion

7. Description

Architectural Classification hggﬁ’étﬂsn brick
Late Victorian walls JQCK
HRomanesque roor asphal
Renaissance othef_mefal

rr cription
aescn tﬁel%les?orllc‘: gnd current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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10.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 11 acres

UTM References

A. Zone Easting Northing B. Zone
15 473845 4120120 15

C. Zone Easting Northing D. Zone
15 474700 4120300 15

Verbal Boundary Description _
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification ,
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

Easting Northing
473845 4120210
Easting « Northing

474700 4130180
[ ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _see continuation sheet

organization

date

street & number

telephone

city or town state

Zip code

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or nUMerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional ltems
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number

telephone

city or town state MO

Zip code
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purposes decreased. The use of square-headed windows at the upper floors increased
significantly, as did the use of light-colored masonry belt courses at spandrels and corbeled
brick at roof lines.

Storefront alterations are both prevalent and diverse. Carrara glass storefronts are the most
commeon of the non-original fronts that have acquired significance in their own right. Although
their colors vary, the Carrara glass fronts provide an element of continuity to the district that is
characterized by the lustrous quality of the glass and the stylized treatment of the display
windows and trim, which is typically of raw aluminum.

Certain thoroughgoing alterations have acquired significance over time, such as the
resheathing during the 1930s-1940s of the Busy Bee Department Store (property #17). Many
atterations, however, are too recent to contribute to the architectural or historic character of the
district. These recently and thoroughly modified structures, a few newly constructed buildings
and two parking lots account for the eighteen properties deemed not to contribute to the
character of the district.

A building-by-building description of contributing and non-contributing properties follows;
asterisks preceding property numbers denote non-contributing structures:

City Block 34

1. 401 West Commercial Street: ¢. 1889. Used originally as a Studebaker carriage, wagon,
and farm implement warehouse and later as an International Harvester warehouse, 401 West
Commercial illustrates the Romanesque revival style--a style which, weighty and massive in
feeling, is well suited to the character of a four-story, red brick loft building of slow combustion
construction. Although the windows have been altered and the storefront has been modified,
the building retains a considerable amount of original integrity, as expressed by rock-faced,
continuous lintels and sills, ranges of round-headed windows linked by archivolt moldings, and
a projecting masonry cornice punctuated by half-columns.

City Block 35

2. 311-15 West Commercial Street: ¢. 1891. The generous dimensions of this three-story,
red brick building and the neighboring structure at 401 West Commercial (#1) distinguish the
West Commercial and Campbell intersection in the district. Pressed metal cladding that
simulates coursed, rock-faced stone blocks, the remnants of a pressed metal cornice, a brick
corbel table and rock-faced Carthage limestone lintels edge and define the building's corners,
window openings, and roof line.

* 3. 307 West Commercial Street: World War |l era. The facade of this one-
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story, red brick building is divided vertically into two bays of equal width; additions are sited at the rear property
line of the adjoining lot.

4, 219-21 West Commercial Street: constructed after 1910 and before 1851, The design of the two-story
brick building at 219-21 West Commercial is distinguished by roof line corbeling--a carry over from Victorian
commercial architecture of the last quarter of the 19th century--and symmetrical fenestration; the ground floor
has been modified.

6. 217 West Commercial Street: constructed after 1902 and before 1910. 217 West Commercial was the
first building of fireproof, concrete construction erected in the district. Although the storefront has been altered,
the upper portion of the primary elevation survives virtually intact. Within the past year, a corrugated metal
sheath was removed and the rusticated cement block facade, with concrete lintels, quoins and ball finials, was
chemically cleaned.

* 6. 215 West mercial Street: 1949, The storefront of 215 West Commercial consists of a glazed display
area and offset door, the upper portion of the facade is clad in corrugated metal and pierced by a band of multi-
paned windows set in industrial sash.

7. West mercial Street: constructed between 1886 and 1891, Unlike the ground floor which has
been altered substantially, the second story remains intact; the arched hood molding at the central bay--which
is complemented by a pressed metal cornice and set off by the simple, segmental arched windows of the outer
bays--constitutes the focal peint of the design.

* B, 209 West Commercial Street: constructed between 1886 and 1891. 209 West Commercial has been
greatly altered; storefront modifications and a modern light-colored brick veneer at the second story have
transfigured the front.

9. 201-05W mercial Street: the westemn portion was constructed between 1902 and 1910; the
eastern portion was constructed between 1886 and 1891. The two-story brick building at 201 East Commercial
was enlarged considerably between 1902 and 1910 by a three-story addition that reiterates the fenestration
and belt courses of the earlier front but deviates in the corbeled treatment of the roof line.

ity Block 36

10. 201 East Commercial Street; built as an in-fill building in 1904 in 52 days. The two story brick Renaissance
Revival building served northern Springfield as Fire Station No. 2 until 1979, The fagade is symmetrically
fenestrated. In its original design, surface texture was provided by a repeated banding of protruding bonded
brick. In 1968, prominent arched bays with bonded brick detailing were removed to accommodate more
convenient and functional door mechanisms. In 1973, stucco was applied to the fagade. The upper portion of
the primary elevation was restored to its original design in 1997. The second story has five double hung
windows separated by bonded brick cross forms with round polished limestone central elements engraved to
designate Fire Station No. 2. The windows have jack arch lintels at the top and have plain recessed wood
casings and limestone sills. The window headers are embeilished with bonded brick, recalling “false” keystona
treatments on the original arched bays. They are connected by the bands of brick corbeling. The fagade is
capped with a bonded brick cornice. Although still altered from its original design, the street levet portion of the
primary elevation has been made more consistent with the upper portion, and the building contributes to the
streetscape of the district.
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Fire Station No. 2
201 East Commercial Street
c. 1904
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~ Fire Station No. 2
201 East Commercial Street
c. 1979
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Fire Station No. 2
201 East Commercial
1999
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Additional Photographs of 201 East Commercial
Street: detail of updated district boundary map
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1. Jill Johnson, Architectural Historian
Historic Preservation Program
Missouri Department of Naturai Resources
P.O.Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102
314/751-4096
January 6, 1983
[preparer, original nomination)

2. Richard Lee Burton, President
Historic Properties of Springfield, Inc.
1147 East Walnut
Springfield, MO 65806
417/831-2627
December 10, 1599
[preparer, additional documentation)
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Commercial Street Historic District Gr Missouri
Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check onty one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
[X] private L] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ X1 public-local [ X] district 57 16 buildings
(] public-State L] site
[_1 public-Federal [ 1structure 2 sites
[L] object
structures
objects
57 18 Total

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" K property is not part of a mutiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A 55
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categaries from instructions) {Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store
COMMERCE/TRADE: Department Store
COMMERCE/TRADE: Warehouse

COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial institution
COMMERCE/TRADE: Restaurant

DOMESTIC: Hotel

Government: Fire Station

COMMERCE/TRADE: Business

GOMMERCE/TRAQE: Professional

COMMERCE/TRADE; Specialty Store

COMMERCE/TRADE: Department Store
COMMERCE/TRADE: Warehouse

COMMERCE/TRADE: Restaurant

Domestic: Multiple Dweliing

Vacant
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
{Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Late Victorian foundation _Brick
Romanesque walls Brick
Renaissance Wood
root Asphait
other Meta|
Glass

Narrative Description

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets )
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51. 310 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1891 and 1896. Although two separate structures, the two-story red brick buildings
at 308 and 310 East Commercial are linked visually by similar storefront treatments, a range of segmental arched windows with rusticated sills
at the upper story and a continuous projecting metal cornice with a corbelled brick architrave.

52.  312-16 East Commercial Street; 312 East Commercial was constructed between 1891 and 1896; 314 East Commercial was constructed
between 189] and 1896; 316 East Commercial was constructed between 1884 and 1886, 312-216 East Commercial, which completes the
block’s string of Victorian commercial structures, rises two stories in red brick to a decisive projecting metal comice underscored by corbelling;
its ten bays, grouped asymmetrically by pilaster strips, are marked by brick hood moldings; the storefronts have been modified to varying
degrees.

§3. 320 East Commercial Streef; constructed between 1869 and 1884. Stylistically akin to the neighboring buildings to the west (#48, #49,
#50, #51 and #52), the two-story brick structure at 320 East Commercial was remodeled at the ground floor; three segmental arched openings
mark the second story and courses of omamental brickwork align below the roof coping.

54. 326 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 1910, 326 East Commercial rises two stories in red brick, relieved by light-
colored masonry lintels at the second story and corbelling at the parapet wall.

55. 328 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 1910. The Perkins Hotel. A three-story red brick hotel building with a
rectangular plan. The fagade is substantially intact with the only modifications limited to the black and white opaque cladding at street level.
The original design features of the second and third stories include light-colored masonry lintels and sills and brick-work and remain intact.

56 330 East Commercial Street; constructed c. 1884, A two-story wood frame commercial building with a rectangular plan. The building
has a low flat parapet wall with tile coping at the roof line. The secondary story has two symmetrically placed windows. The side entrance at
the west side of the building is a later period in-fill addition between the subject property and the building at 328 East Cormmumercial Street. Prior
to 1983, the building’s fagade had been significantly altered by the addition of a stucco sheath covering the original wood lap siding. The
storefront was divided into two bays with aluminum case windows. A complete rehabilitation of the building completed in 2000 removed the
stucco sheathing, restored the original lap siding surface and addressed the storefront alterations. As such, it now contributes to the historic
character of the district and, along with the building at 332 East Commercial, has the only remaining wood fagade in the district

57. 32 East Commercial Street; constructed c. 1884. A one-story wood frame commercial building with a rectangular plan. The building
has a Tow flat parapet wal! with tile coping at the roof line. Prior to 1983, the building’s fagade had been significantly altered by the addition of
a sheath white and black opaque glass tile. The storefront was also significantly altered with aluminum case windows and removal of its
transoms. A complete rehabilitation of the building completed in 2000 removed the glass tile sheathing, restored the original lap siding surface
and addressed the storefront alterations. As such, it now contributes to the historic character of the district. It is one of the only one-story
commercial buildings in the district.

58. 334-36 East Commercial Street; constructed in 1908. The Thos. Murray Building. It is a two-story commercial building in the “brick
front™ two part commercial block style The fagade is of red brick in a stretcher course bond. Tt is topped with & low flat parapet with stone
coping and articulated by a corbelled brick comice. The second story has three symmetrically placed bays, each consisting of a coupled
window. Flat limestone beltcourses above and below the windows serve as headers and their headers and sills and connect the three bays. A
limestone block engraved with *Thos. Murray™ is inset above the central bay. The first story storefront has been altered. However, the original
opening dimensions are unchanged, as well as the placement of the main and secondary entrances. The storefront is divided into two bays by a
wood and metal column that is still remaining. The main entrance is in the east bay, while a large display window covers the west bay. The
transoms are possibly original and the retractable awning mechanism is still present. A tile floor at the existing main entrance appears to be
original with some later repairs. The doors and display window glass are modem; and, the lower window panetl has been replaced or covered by
modem brick. The display Limestone quoins accent the corners of the storefront opening,.

59. 338 East Commercial Street; constructed c. 1891. The two-story brick building at this address retains original first- and second-story
window detailing, viz., brick hoods capping segmental arched windows and a section of
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Historic Photograph: Southern tier of 300 and 400 blocks of East Commercial Street from northwest
view. The one-story commercial building at far right is 332 East Commercial Street. (Photo: c. 1925.
History Museum For Springfield-Greene County. Used with permission)
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Historic Photograph: 332 East Commercial Street. Primary north elevation prior to fagade restoration
completed in 2000 (Photo: 1998. City of Springfield Department of Planning and Development. Used with
permission).
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Historic Photograph: 330-332 East Commercial Street. Primary north elevation. Work-in-progress
during fagade restoration completed in 2000 (Photo: August 1999. Historic Springfield, Inc. Used with
permission).
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Additional Photographs:

The same is true for all photographs:

Commercial Street Historic District
Springfield, Greene County, Missouri
Richard Lee Burton

August 13, 2001

Negatives on file with Historic Springfield, Inc.; P.O. Box 50305; Springfield, MO 65805-0305

Photo 45: Streetscape. Southern tier of 300 block of East Commercial Street from northeast view. From
left to right: 334-336 East Commercial, 332 East Commercial, 330 East Commercial, 328 East

Commercial, etc. (Roll 1, Frame 13A)

Photo 46; 330 East Commercial Street. Primary north elevation from northeast (Roll 1, Frame 12A)

Photo 47: 332 East Commercial Street. Primary north elevation (Roll 1, Frame 11A)
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Map: Detail of updated district boundary map with position of additional photographs (45-47).
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Form Prepared By:

1. Jill Johnson, Architectural Historian
Historic Preservation Program
Missouri Department of National Resources
P.O.Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102
314-751-4096
January 6, 1983
[preparer, original nomination]

2. Richard Lee Burton, President
Historic Properties of Springfield, Inc.
1147 East Walnut
Springfield, MO 65806
417-831-2627
December 10, 1999
[preparer, additional documentation]

3. Richard Lee Burton, President
Historic Springfield, Inc.
P.O. Box 50305
Springfield, MO 65805-0305
417-831-2627
August 13, 2001
[preparer, additional documentation]
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Property Owner:

55. 328 East Commercial Street Parcel No. 13-12-319-003
Owner: Michael W. Schilling Same Parcel as Property No. 56 and 57
[027 South New Avenue
Springfield, MO 65807-1346
56 330 East Commercial Street Parcel No. 13-12-319-003
Owner: Michael W. Schilling Same Parcel as Property No. 55 and 57
1027 South New Avenue
Springfield, MO 65807-1346
57. 332 East Commercial Street Parcel No. 13-12-319-003
Owner: Michael W. Schilling Same Parcel as Property No. 55 and 56
1027 South New Avenue
Springfield, MO 65807-1346
S8.  334-36 East Commercial Street Parcel No. 13-12-319-002

Owner: E. Joseph Hosmer
1041 East Stanford Street
Springfield, MO 65807-2055
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

1. Name of Property
historic name Commercial Street Historic District

other names/site number n/a

E. Location ]

street & number _all the properties with Commercial Street frontage n the northwest corner of li and West
rcial he northeast rof Ro on and East Commercial on the north si rom n nd includin

Lot 24, City Block 27 on the south {n/a] not for pubtication

city or town Springfield {n/a] vicinity

state Missouri code MO  county Greene code Q77 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
the desi?nat authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | here?g cert_in( that this o
nomination | | request for determmgnon of ellglblllfg meets the documentation standards for r?gls en%%%%%emes inthe
atipnal Register of ;?OI'IC Places and meets th ﬁro edural and professional requirements set forth in Part 60. In my
ong n, the roperlx meets|[ | éi g not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered
niticant [ ] nationally’| ] statewide ‘):%

?gee continuation sheét for additional

é tocally.
mment
- M/} % Y </
Signature of certifying official/Title . Blackwell/Deputy ate

issouri Department of Natural Resources
tate or Federal agency and bureau

n_my opinjon, the pro| meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.
{ Sez cgntmuatlon %hgtﬁr%ll a]dditlonaﬁ gomments [ g

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

|4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date

[ ] entered in the National Register
See continuation sheef| 1.
[ ] determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet { 1.
[ ]determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[ ] removed from the
National Register
[ ]other, explain
See continuation sheet{ .




USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Comemercial Street Historic District
Greene County, MO

Page 3

8.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a

pe, period, or method of construction or represents the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[1D Property has yielded, or is likely to-yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
Property is:

[1A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

{1B removed from its original location.

[1C abinthplace cr grave.

[1D acemetery.

f1E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
{ 1F a commemorative property.

[1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
Architecture
Commerce
Exploration I nt

Transportation

Periods of Significance
circa 1870-1935

Significant Dates
n/a

Significant Person(s)
n/a

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Architect/Builder
Abbott, S.B.
Heckenlively and Mark

{Exptain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

|9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

(LB Selermination gfigdvidual isting

[ 1 previously listed in the Nationa! Register

{ ] previously datermined eligible by the National Register
[ ]designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ]1recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

[ 1recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#

Primary location of additional data:
[X ] State Historic Preservation Office
[ ] Other State Agency

{ ]1Federal Agency

[ ] Local Government

[ 1 University

{ ]Other:

Name of repository:
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5.Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[X] private [ ] building(s)

[X] public-local [X] district

[ ] public-State [ ]site

[ ] public-Federal [ ]structure
[ ]object

Name of related multiple property listing.

n/a

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
_55 16 buildings
0 2 sites
0 g structures
0 0 objects
55 18 Total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National
Register.

54

6. Function or Use

Historic Function

Current Functions

mer r ialt re mimer 1 ecialty store
Commerce/Trade/department store mmer war e
qumg_c_emad_eLaLeIlou_s_e_ Commerce/Trade/restaurant
r r financial institution
r I r ran
Domestic/hotei
vernment/fi ion
7. Description ]
Architectural Classification }Materlals
Late Victorian oundatlon brick
wallis _brick
Romanesque
Renaissance root halt
other _m

arr
escn

B ERT

ti
g d%urrent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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10.Geographical Data 1

Acreage of Property approximately 11 acres

UTM References

A. Zone Easting Northing B. Zone Easting Northing
15 473845 4120120 15 473845 4120210

C. Zone Easting Northing D. Zone Easting . Northing
15 474700 4120300 15 474700 4130180

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description ‘
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification o
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitie _see_continuation sheet

organization date
street & number telephone
city or town state Zip code

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional iterns)

&L?n%leelt-eteyth?swerrlne;t the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone
city or town state MQ Zip code
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*

purposes decreased. The use of square-headed windows at the upper floors increased
significantly, as did the use of light-colored masonry belt courses at spandrels and corbeled
brick at roof lines.

Storefront alterations are both prevalent and diverse. Carrara glass storefronts are the most
common of the non-original fronts that have acquired significance in their own right. Although
their colors vary, the Carrara glass fronts provide an element of continuity to the district that is
characterized by the lustrous quality of the glass and the stylized treatment of the display
windows and trim, which is typically of raw aluminum.

Certain tharoughgoing alterations have acquired significance over time, such as the
resheathing during the 1930s-1940s of the Busy Bee Department Store (property #17). Many
alterations, however, are too recent to contribute to the architectural or historic character of the
district. These recently and thoroughly modified structures, a few newly constructed buildings
and two parking lots account for the eighteen properties deemed not to contribute to the
character of the district.

A building-by-building description of contributing and non-contributing properties follows;
asterisks preceding property numbers denote non-contributing structures:

City Block 34

1. 401 West Commercial Street: c. 1889. Used originally as a Studebaker carriage, wagon,
and farm implement warehouse and later as an International Harvester warehouse, 401 West
Commercial illustrates the Romanesque revival style--a style which, weighty and massive in
feeling, is well suited to the character of a four-story, red brick loft building of slow combustion
construction. Although the windows have been altered and the storefront has been modified,
the building retains a considerable amount of original integrity, as expressed by rock-faced,
continuous lintels and sills, ranges of round-headed windows linked by archivolt moldings, and
a projecting masonry cornice punctuated by half-columns.

ity Biock 35

2. 311-15 West Commercial Street: ¢. 1891. The generous dimensions of this three-story,
red brick building and the neighboring structure at 401 West Commercial (#1) distinguish the

West Commercial and Campbell intersection in the district. Pressed metal cladding that
simulates coursed, rock-faced stone blocks, the remnants of a pressed metal cornice, a brick
corbel table and rock-faced Carthage limestone lintels edge and define the building's corners,
window openings, and roof line.

3. 307 West Commerciat Street: World War tl era. The facade of this one-
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story, red brick buitding is divided vertically into two bays of equal width; additions are sited at the rear property
line of the adjoining lot.

4. 219-21 West Commercial Street: constructed after 1910 and before 1951. The design of the two-story
brick building at 219-21 West Commercial is distinguished by roof line corbeling--a carry over from Victorian
commercial architecture of the last quarter of the 18th century--and symmetrical fenestration; the ground floor
has been modified.

5. 17 W mmercial Street: constructed after 1902 and before 1910. 217 West Commercial was the
first building of fireproof, concrete construction erected in the district. Although the storefront has been altered,
the upper pertion of the primary elevation survives virtually intact. Within the past year, a corrugated metal
sheath was removed and the rusticated cement block facade, with concrete lintels, quoins and ball finials, was
chemically cleaned.

* 6. 215 West Commercial Street: 1949. The storefront of 215 West Commercial consists of a glazed display
area and offset door; the upper portion of the facade is clad in corrugated metal and pierced by a band of multi-
paned windows set in industrial sash.

7. 213 West Commercial Street: constructed between 1886 and 1891. Unlike the ground floor which has
been altered substantially, the second story remains intact; the arched hood molding at the central bay--which
is complemented by a pressed metal cornice and set off by the simple, segmental arched windows of the outer
bays--constitutes the focal point of the design.

* B, 209 West mercial Street: constructed between 1886 and 1891. 209 West Commercial has been
greatly altered; storefront modifications and a modern light-colored brick veneer at the second story have
transfigured the front.

9. 201-05 West Commercial Street: the western portion was constructed between 1902 and 1910; the
eastern portion was constructed between 1886 and 1891. The two-story brick building at 201 East Commercial
was enlarged considerably between 1902 and 1910 by a three-story addition that reiterates the fenestration
and belt courses of the earlier front but deviates in the carbeled treatment of the roof line.

City Block 36

10. 201 East Commercial Street; built as an in-fill building in 1904 in 52 days. The two story brick Renaissance
Revival building served narthern Springfield as Fire Station No. 2 until 1979, The fagade is symmetrically
fenestrated. In its original design, surface texture was provided by a repeated banding of protruding bonded
brick. In 1968, prominent arched bays with bonded brick detailing were removed to accommodate more
convenient and functional door mechanisms. In 1973, stucco was applied to the fagade. The upper portion of
the primary elevation was restored to its original design in 1997. The second story has five double hung
windows separated by bonded brick cross forms with round polished limestone central elements engraved to
designate Fire Station No. 2. The windows have jack arch lintels at the top and have plain recessed wood
casings and limestone sills. The window headers are embellished with bonded brick, recalling “false” keystone
treatments on the original arched bays. They are connected by the bands of brick corbeling. The fagade is
capped with a bonded brick cornice. Although still altered from its original design, the street level portion of the
primary elevation has been made more consistent with the upper portion, and the building contributes to the
streetscape of the district.
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1. Jilt Johnson, Architectural Historian
Historic Preservation Program
Missouri Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102
314/751-4096
January 6, 1983
[preparer, original nomination]

2. Richard Lee Burton, President
Historic Properties of Springfield, Inc.
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Springfield, MO 65806
417/831-2627
December 10, 1999
{preparer, additional documentation)]
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51. 310 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1891 and 1896. Although two separate structures, the two-story red brick buildings
at 308 and 310 East Commercial are linked visually by similar storefront treatments, a range of segmental arched windows with rusticated sills
at the upper story and a continuous projecting metal cornice with a corbelled brick architrave.

52. 312-16 East Commercial Street; 312 East Commercial was constructed between 1891 and 18%96; 314 East Commercial was constructed
between 1891 and 1896; 316 East Commercial was constructed between 1884 and 1886. 312-216 East Commercial, which completes the
block's string of Victorian commercial structures, rises two stories in red brick to a decisive projecting metal cornice underscored by corbelling;
its ten bays, grouped asymmetrically by pilaster strips, are marked by brick hood moldings; the storefronts have been modified to varying

degrees.

53. 320 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1869 and 1884. Stylistically akin to the neighboring buildings to the west (#48, #49,
#50, #51 and #52), the two-story brick structure at 320 East Commercial was remodeled at the ground floor; three segmental arched openings
mark the second story and courses of ornamental brickwork align below the roof coping.

54. 326 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 1910. 326 East Commercial rises two stories in red brick, relieved by light-
colored masonry lintels at the second story and corbelling at the parapet wall.

55. 328 East Commercial Street; constructed between 1902 and 1910. The Perkins Hotel. A three-story red brick hotel building with a
rectangular plan. The fagade is substantially intact with the only modifications limited to the black and white opaque cladding at street level.
The original design features of the second and third stories include light-colored masonry lintels and sills and brick-work and remain intact.

56 330 East Commercial Street; constructed c. 1884. A two-story wood frame commercial building with a rectangular plan. The building
has a low flat parapet wall with tile coping at the roof line. The secondary story has two symmetrically placed windows. The side entrance at
the west side of the building is a later period in-fill addition between the subject property and the building at 328 East Commercial Street. Prior
to 1983, the building’s fagade had been significantly altered by the addition of a stucco sheath covering the original wood lap siding. The
storefront was divided into two bays with aluminum case windows. A complete rehabilitation of the building completed in 2000 removed the
stucco sheathing, restored the original lap siding surface and addressed the storefront alterations., As such, it now contributes to the historic
character of the district and, along with the building at 332 East Commercial, has the only remaining wood fagade in the district

57. 332 East Commercial Street; constructed ¢. 1884, A one-story wood frame commercial building with a rectangular plan. The building
has a low flat parapet wall with tile coping at the roof line. Pror to 1983, the building’s facade had been significantly altered by the addition of
a sheath white and black opaque glass tile. The storefront was also significantly altered with aluminum case windows and removal of its
transoms. A complete rehabilitation of the building completed in 2000 removed the glass tile sheathing, restored the original lap siding surface
and addressed the storefront alterations. As such, it now contributes to the historic character of the district. It is one of the only one-story
commercial buildings in the district.

58.  334-36 East Commercial Street; constructed in 1908. The Thos. Murray Building. [t is a two-story commercial building in the “brick
front” two part commercial block style The fagade is of red brick in a stretcher course bond. It is topped with a low flat parapet with stone
coping and articulated by a corbelled brick comice. The second story has three symmetrically placed bays, each consisting of a coupled
window. Flat limestone beltcourses above and below the windows serve as headers and their headers and sills and connect the three bays. A
limestone block engraved with “Thos. Murray™ is inset above the central bay. The first story storefront has been altered. However, the original
opening dimensions are unchanged, as well as the placement of the main and secondary entrances. The storefront is divided into two bays by a
wood and metal column that is still remaining. The main entrance is in the east bay, while a large display window covers the west bay. The
transoms are possibly original and the retractable awning mechanism is still present. A tile floor at the existing main entrance appears to be
original with some later repairs, The doors and display window glass are modem; and, the lower window panel has been replaced or covered by
modemn brick. The display Limestone quoins accent the comners of the storefront opening.

59, 338 East Commercial Street; constructed ¢. 18%]. The two-story brick building at this address retains original first- and second-story
window detailing, viz., brick hoods capping segmental arched windows and a section of
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Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
{Check as many boxes as apply} (Check only one box) {Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
[ X] private L] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ X public-local [ X] district 57 16 buildings
[] public-State [ ] site
[ ] public-Federal L] structure 2 sites
[_] object
structures
objects
57 18 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter *"N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A 55
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
{Enter categories from Instructions) {Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store

MMER DE: De ent Store
COMMERCE/TRADE: Warehouse

COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution
COMMERCE/TRADE: Restaurant

DOMESTIC: Hotel

Govemment: Fire Station

COMMERCE/TBADE; Business

COMMERCE/TRADE: Professional

COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store

COMMERCE/TRADE: Department Store
COMMERCE/TRADE: Warehouse

COMMERCE/TRADE: Restaurant

Domestic: Multiple Dwelling

Vacant
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Late Victorian foundation _Brick
Romanesque walls Brick
Renaissance Wood
roof _Asphalt
other Metal
Glass

Narrative Description

{Describe the historic and cumrent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Additional Photographs:

The same 1s true for all photographs:

Commercial Street Historic District

Springfield, Greene County, Missouri

Richard Lee Burton

August 13, 2001

Negatives on file with Historic Springfield, Inc.; P.O. Box 50305; Springfield, MO 65805-0305

Photo 45: Streetscape. Southem tier of 300 block of East Commercial Street from northeast view. From
left to right: 334-336 East Commercial, 332 East Commercial, 330 East Commercial, 328 East
Commercial, etc. (Roll 1, Frame 13A)

Photo 46: 330 East Commercial Street. Primary north elevation from northeast (Roll 1, Frame 12A)

Photo 47: 332 East Commercial Street. Primary north elevation (Roll 1, Frame 11A)
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Map: Detail of updated district boundary map with position of additional photographs (45-47).
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Form Prepared By:

1. Jill Johnson, Architectural Historian
Historic Preservation Program
Missouri Department of National Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102
314-751-4096
January 6, 1983
[preparer, original nomination]

2. Richard Lee Burton, President
Historic Properties of Springfield, Inc.
1147 East Walnut
Springfield, MO 65806
417-831-2627
December 10, 1999
[preparer, additional documentation]

3. Richard Lee Burton, President
Historic Springfield, Inc.
P.O. Box 50305
Springfield, MO 65805-0305
417-831-2627
August 13, 2001
[preparer, additional documentation}
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Property Owner:

55. 328 East Commercial Street
Owner: Michael W, Schilling
1027 South New Avenue
Springfield, MO 635807-1346

56 330 East Commercial Street
Owner: Michael W. Schilling
1027 South New Avenue
Springfield, MO 65807-1346

57. 332 East Commercial Street
Owner: Michael W. Schilling
1027 South New Avenue
Springfield, MO 65807-1346

58.  334-36 East Commercial Street
Owmer: E. Joseph Hosmer
1041 East Stanford Street
Springfield, MO 65807-2055

Parcel No. 13-12-319-003
Same Parcel as Property No. 56 and 57

Parcel No. 13-12-319-003
Same Parcel as Property No. 55 and 57

Parcel No. 13-12-319-003
Same Parcel as Property No. 55 and 56

Parcel No. 13-12-319-002
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