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historic r -- x h t u e n w b t ,  F m ~ t  House 

and!or common 

2. Location 

street number 308 - East  aoone ' s  Lick Rosd not for pubiication - 

city, town Xarrenton - vicinity of congressional district +9 - H ~ ~ .  ~~~~l d vol kne 

state ~ i s s o u t - i  code 29 countv LNarren code 219 

3. Classification 
~ 

Category Ownership 
-district -- public 
L buildiny(s) X private 
-structure - -  both 

site Public Acquis i t ion 
- object - in process 

_..-being considered 

- 

Status 
-2 occupled 
- unoccup~ed 
--work in progress 
Accessible 
-- yes: restricted 
-- yes: unrestr~cted 
x no 

~~~ 

Present Use 
- agriculture 
-commercial 
- educational 
-entertainment 
-government 
- industrial 
- miiitarv 

- museum 
- park 
1- privats residence 
- religious 
- scientific 
- transportation 
-other: 

4. Qwnea of Propeaty 

name - J ~ . M ~ ~ ~ ~ L L S . ~ ~ ~ ~ @ ~ L  

Streemumber 208 East  8 o o n e ' s l k . k  Road 

city, town !.jarrenton -vicinity of state Missouri 63383 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder of Deeds, blarren County Courthouse 

street & number 

c~ty,  town Warrenton state Nissouri 63383 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 1 . iii s t o r i  c S i  t e s  o f  Warren County has this property been determined elegibie? .-yes l~ no -. 

date i 976 -federal - state X county - locaf 

depository for survey records pub1 i shed: Wadswor~h Pub1 i s h i n q  Co. , Marcel i ne,  Mi Ssouri 

CI~Y.  town n . a .  - - - - -- Stale n . a .  - 



Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent . -_ deteriorated - unaltered original site 
-- good . ruins & altered -moved date 
-- fair . -_ unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The E r n s t  Schowengerdt  house f a c e s  E a s t  Boone 's  L i c k  Road f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  o f  a  l a r g e  deep 
l o t  i n  t h e  town o f  Warrenton,  c o u n t y  s e a t  o f  Warren County.  The house, as i t  p r e s e n t l y  
appears,  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  two m a j o r  phases and  o t h e r  m i n o r  phases o f  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  
i s  o f  b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p a i n t e d  a  b u f f  y e l l o w ,  i s  e l l - s h a p e d ,  and i s  covered  w i t h  a  
g a b l e  r o o f  o v e r  t h e  main  b l o c k s  w i t h  a  secondary  c o n i c a l  r o o f  c o v e r i n g  t h e  t o w e r  a d d i t i o n  
V i c t o r i a n  e r a  porches o c c u r  on t h e  p r i m a r y  ( n o r t h )  and e a s t  facades.  

When t h e  house was o r i g i n a l l y  e r e c t e d  i n  1866, i t  was a  good example o f  t h e  b e t t e r  c l a s s  
o f  M issour i -German  t y p e  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  I t s  r e c t a n g u l a r  shape, i t s  f i v e  bay facade, 
i t s  c e n t r a l  e n c r y  doors  o c c u r r i n g  on b o t h  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  facade and f l a n k e d  by  
s i d e l i g h t s  and t ransoms,  and i t s  f i r s t  two n e o c l a s s i c a l  porches a l l  e s t a b l i s h  f o r  t h e  
house an a f f ' i n :  t y  w i t h  Ang lo-Amer ican houses b e i n g  b u i l t  i n  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  R e v i v a l  o r  
F e d e r a l  S t y l e  sn t h e  same o r  p r e c e e d i n g  decades. B u t ,  as was t r u e  w i t h  many s i m i l a r l y  
d e s i g n e d  M issour i -German-housss ,  t h e r e  was a n a l m o s t  comple te  l a c k '  o f  c l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r a b e a t e d  doorways, i n  b o t h  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e  o n l y  
e x c e p t i o n  b e i n g  t h e  h o u s e ' s  f i r s t  two f r o n t  porches which,  s i m p l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  case and 
more e l a b o r a t e l y  and s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  so i n  t h e  second, were c l a s s i c a l  i n  des ign .  The 
house s h a r e s  i n  common w i t h  o t h e r  houses o f  M issour i -German ic  o r i g i n  c e r t a i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
and  d e s i g n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  t h e  use  o f  doub le-hung s i x - o v e r - s i x  l i g h t  sash,  s e g m e n t a l l y  
a r c h e d  windcsw heads composed o f  b r i c k  s t r e t c h e r s  w i t h  c u t  s t o n e  l u g s i l l s  be low,  d e c o r a t i v e  
b r i c k w o r k  u n d e r  t h e  c o r n i c e ,  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  g a b l e  w a l l s  t o  f o r m  low p a r a p e t s  and t h e  
use o f  p a r a p e t s  t o  b r i d g e ,  t h e  p a i r e d  chimneys a t  e i t h e r  g a b l e  end, and t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  
o f  two g a b l e d  dormers on t h e  p r i m a r y  f ~ c a d e  ( t h e s e  do n o t  show i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  known 
pho tog raph  b u t  were i n  p l a c e  b y  1 8 7 7 ) .  A n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  house a r e  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  windows o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  g a b l e  ends,  one on each s i d e ,  
topped  w i t h  r o u n d  d rches  whose second header  row ex tends  beyond t h e  one be low.  P r i o r  
t o  t h e  remodel  i n s  o f  1892-3, each o f  t h e  f i r s t  two porches was accompanied w i t h  a  
m a t c h i n g  h i g h  iwooden f e n c e  p a i n t e d  whi:?, l i k e  t h e  p o r c h ,  !which f r o n t e d  'the p r o p e r t y .  

I n  1892-3,  presumably  t o  s t a y  a b r e a s t  o f  s h i f t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f a s h i o n s ,  as w e l l  as 
t o  accomodate 2 g r o w i n g  f a m i l y ,  t h e  second owner o f  t h e  house, Frank1 i n  Sc?owengerdt ,  
s u b j e c t e d  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  t o  an e x t e n s i v e  r e m o d e l i n g  wh ich  g r a f t e d  Queen Anne c o n s t r u c t i o n  
e lements  and d e t a i l i n g  o n t o  b o t h  t h e  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house. 

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  r e m o d e l i n g ,  t h e  two e a s t  bays o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  facade were s w e l l e d  
o u t  b y  means or r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l  i n  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  f a s h i o n  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  e f f e c t  
o f  a  r o u n d  t o w e r  emerg ing  h a l f  way t h r o u g h  t h e  main  b l o c k  o f  t h e  house. Tne window 
open ings  o f  t h i s  " t o w e r "  a r e  more e l o n g a t e d  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  and have  r o c k -  
f a c e d  l u g s i l l s  and s e g m e n t a l l y  a rched  window heads t h a t  a r e  c o m p a ~ i b l e  w i t h  t h o s e  
o c c u r r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Sy t h e n  (1892-3)  t h e  s m a l l  paned windows 
i n  xne o r i g i n a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  house had been r e p l a c e d  by  one-over-one sash,  and t h e  
u p p e r  panes o f  t h e  t o w e r  windows r e c e i v e d  t h e  added d e c o r a t i v e  touch  o f  b o r d e r s  o f  s m a l l  
s - juare  and  r e c t a n g u l a r  panes o f  c o l o r e d  g l a s s .  Des ign c o n t i n u i t y  between t h e  o l d  and 
new s e c t i o n s  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i s e d  b r i c k  f r i e z e  
pane: w i t h  i t s  range  o f  c o r b e l e d  b r i c k  b r a c k e t s  a round  :he t o w e r  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  b r i c k  
p o r t i o n  o f  w h i c h  t e r m i n a t e s  a t  t h e  eave l i n e  o f  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n .  C l a i m i n g  t h e  space 
f o r m e r l y  o c c u p i e d  5 y  one o f  t h e  two dormer windows, t h e  f rame, wood s h i n g l e d  t h i r d  s t o r y  



8. Significance 

Period Areas of SlgnificancP--Check and justify below 
-prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -- community plannir~g L landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 - agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 1~ architecture --education -military X social1 

1700-1799 - art -engineering - music humanitarian 
L 1800-1899 L commerce -- expiorationisettiement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- -_ communications -industry polit~cs/government -transportation 

- invention , -  I - other (specify) 

Specific dates BullderiArchltect - - 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Ernst Schowengerdt house i s  s ign i f i can t  as an in te res t ing  and unusual archi tectural  
hybrid, and as  the residence f o r  the three generations of Schowengerdts who have 
resided there while serving t h e i r  cornunity i n  the capaci t ies  of merchant, banker, 
teacher and involved c i t i zen .  

The present house i s  the r e s u l t  of the fusing of a Queen Anne s t y l e  tower and porches 
- ontp a preexisting Missourj-German verhacular-Classic Revival. house. The degree ' to .  
.which th i s  merger has succeeded i s  in  large measure the expression of a Schowengerdt 
family t r a i t  t o  respect and u t i l i z e  what has gone before. The remodeled house of 
1892-3 expresses t h i s  respect i n  two ways: the continuity of design carr ied through 
a t  the cornice level and i n  the fenestra t ion,  a'nd i n ,  the  f a c t  t h a t  on the inside although 
new spaces arid decorative elements were added, l i t t l e  was taken away, and the house 
manages to preserve, ins ide and out, archi tectural  elements from both major construction 
phases. A sense of r e s t r a i n t  can be f e l t  even in  the  exuberant and clashing victor ian 
elements t ha t  have been added t h a t  expresses somethin2 abol t  the personali ty of tile 
owner -- a blend of the  progressionist  and the t r a d i t i o n a l i s t .  As a present occupant 
of t he  house put i t ,  the house and grounds d idn ' t ,  as i t  may seem, grow l i k e  topsy. 
The basic s t ruc ture  and many de t a i l s  of t he  house s t i l l  remain unchanged; however the 
building has been modernized i n  some respects,' ahd'improved for  more comfortable 

', l iv ing.  .. . . _ '  1 i .  1 ,  ,, ' ;.. . ; :  . (,?, 

Ernst Schowengerdt who had the house b u i l t  was born i n  Lienen, ~ermany,'  March 3 ,  
1824.' After many d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n  1837 his widowed mother received permfssion from 
German o f f i c i a l s  to  immigrate to  the United States  w i t h  her thirteen-year old son, 
Ernst, and his  tv10 s i s t e r s .  The seven year old s i s t e r  died of cholera in New Orleans. 
The others came on t o  the  southern par t  of Warren County. Here two of Ernst 's  older 
brothers had previously s e t t l e d  during the German migration of the  ear ly  18301s, largely 
due to  the writings of Gottfried Duden. 

The s tory has come down tha t  Er'nst worked for  farmers in  the area and t h a t  his f i rs t  
savings went for  an axe w i t h  which he cleared land and earned a l i t t l e  money. 

He bought a farm on Dry Fork Charrette and on October 23, 1844, he married.3 I t  was 
i n  t h e i r  pioneer home there  t ha t  Franklin was born. 

When Ernst and his family came t o  W a r r e ~ t o n . ~ h i s  5 . . ch i ldren  ranged i n  age from one 
.,. . . year t o  twenty-one. . . I ,  . ,  

' . /  ..',,.,! ;.. 7 - '  
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle nsme "Warrenton. MO . " Quadrangle scale 1 ' 74.000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Lot 1 ,  Lot 2 and East Part  of Lot 3 of Block I, Schowengerdt's ~ d d i G d n  t d  the City of 
Warrenton. 

* . J  

List al l  states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code countv code 

9 9 .  Form Prepared By 

organization Warren County Historical  Society date May 15, 1979 

street 6 number 308 East Boone's Lick Road telephone 
, . 

city or town Warrenton state Missouri - 63383 

1 State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
- - - -- - -- 

The evaluated significance of this property withln the state is: 

-national -state , - x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Reglster and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature - 
a . .  

Director, Department of Natural Resources and 
title Sta t e  Historic Preservation Officer date 

Attest. date 

' Chief of Registration 1 
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Continuation sheet Item number 7 Page 1  

s e c t i o n  o f  the t o w e r  h a v i n g  a  b u l l s e y e  window f l a n k e d  by two s m a l l  r e c t a n g u l a r  windows i s  
s e t  i n  and t lwo- th i rds  e n c i r c l e d  by w i d e l y  spaced t u r n e d  wooden p o s t s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  
t h e  deep s o f f i t  o f  t h e  c o n i c a l  s l a t e  r o o f .  S e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  t o w e r  and spann ing  t h e  
c e n t e r  and 'west bays i s  an E a s t l a k e  p o r c h  w i t h  p a i r e d  and s i n g l e  s t a n d i n g  t u r n e d  p o s t s ,  
s t i c k - w o r k  b r a c k e t s ,  and a  s p i n d l e d  f r i e z e  w i t h  d e l i c a t e  j i g - s a w n  des iqns  s e t  undernea th  
a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s .  The p o r c h ' s  h i p  r o o f  i s  p e n e t r a t e d  by a  i n - s e t  b a l c o n y  b o r d e r e d  
by  an i r o n  r a i l i n g  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  upper  doorway, s t i l l  r e t a i n i n g  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n .  The case i s  d i f f e r e n t  w i t h  t h e  doorway below wh ich  r e c e i v e d  m o d e r n i z i n g  
t r e a t m e n t ,  i t s  v o i d  now f i l l e d  w i t h  doub le  l e a f  oak doors  w i t h  t h e  upper  t h i r d  o f  each 
l e a f  f i l l e d  w i t h  b e v e l e d  g l a s s  a r r a n g e d  so t h a t  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  panes a re  b o r d e r e d  above 
and  be low b:y rows o f  s m a l l  square  paned b e v e l e d  g l a s s .  Above i s  a  l a r g e  t ransom. 

A p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e a s t  facade  was expanded by  means o f  a  two s t o r y  r e c t a n g u l a r  bay window 
and a  seconsdary E a s t l a k e  p o r c h  s h e l t e r s  a n o t h e r  p a i r e d  oak d o o r  en t ryway ,  i d e n t i c a l  t o  
t h a t  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  facade ,  c u t  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  bay. 

The i n t e r i o r  p r e s e r v e s  much o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  many Queen 
Anne f e a t u r e s  as w e l l .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  p l a n  i s  a  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  passage t y p e  
two room deep house. A d o u b l e  p a r l o r  w i t h  a  V i c t o r i a n  t r e i l l a g e d  archway d i v i d i n g  t h e  
two rooms i s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  wes t  o f  t h e  s t a i r h a l l  w h i l e  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i s  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  
e n l a r g e d  an'd b r i g h t e n e d  by  t h e  t h r e e  windowed bay announced by a  t r e i l l a g e  wh ich  was 
c r e a t e d  by t h e  1892-3 r e m o d e l i n g .  

The w a l n o t  s t a i r w a y  w i t h  a  b a n n i s t e r  t h a t  r i s e s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o u s e ' s  t h r e e  
s t o r i e s  has an o c t a g o n a l  n e w e l p o s t  t y p i c a l  o f  p r e t e n t i o u s  houses b u i l t  i n  M i s s o u r i  i n  
t h e  S O ' S ,  6 0 ' 8 ,  and 7 0 ' s .  The s t a i r  crowds c l o s e  t o  t h e  f r o n t  doorway, and t h e  h a l l ,  
b e i n g  o n l y  one room deep, i s  s h a l l o w  and i n t i m a t e .  A  doorway w i t h  s i d e l i g h t s  and t ransom 
g r a n t s  access f r o m  t h e  h a l l w a y  t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room, wh ich  by  c a p t u r i n g  t h e  space t h a t  
w o u l d  have o t h e r w i s e  been c l a i m e d  by t h e  h a l l ,  has become an e l o n g a t e d  r e c t a n g u l a r  room 
w i t h  added d e p t h  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  bay on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  and a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end 
by  a  doub le-wide doorday i n t o  t h e  'west doub le  p a r l o r .  The l a r g e  open spaces a f f o r d e d  
b y  t h e  d o u b l e  p a r l o r  and deep d i n i n g  room o f f e r s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l a r g e  s c a l e  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  The r e a r  e l l  s o u t h  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room c o n t a i n s  a  k i t c h e n ,  p a n t r y ,  h a l f  
b a t h - u t i l i t y  room, and an e n c l o s e d  p o r c h .  A t  t h e  s o u t h  end o f  t h e  d o u b l e  p a r l o r ,  a  window 
and d c o r  'were r e p l a c e d  by a  s l i d i n g  g l a s s  d o o r  i n  1959 o n t o  a  b r i c k  t e r r a c e  w i t h  f l o w e r  
boxes.  A l s o  i n  1959, an e l e v e t t e  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  h a l l  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  F r a n k l i n  
SchowengerJt  and h i s  w i f e ,  b o t h  t h e n  i n  t h e i r  n i n e t i e s .  

E l s n e n t s  o f  n c t e  on t n e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n c l u d e :  an oak f i r e p l a c e  man te l  o f  t h e  t y p e  commonly 
found i n  Qi ieer ,Anne s t y l e  houses [a r a d i a t o r  f r o n t s  t h e  g l a z e d  t i l e  f i r e p l a c e  f r o n t  as 
t h e  house has no f i r e p l a c e s ) ;  a  n e o c l a s s i c a l  w h i t e  onyx man te l  i n  t h e  f r o n t  room o f  t h e  
d o u b l e  p a r l o r  added i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ;  o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  m e d a l l i o n s ;  
: . ra insco t t i ng  i n  a l l  d o w n s t a i r s  rooms o f  t h e  main  b l o c k ;  p a r q u e t  f l o o r s  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  
e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ;  a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h a t  same t i m e ,  l l e a d e d  g l a s s  c h i n a  c l o s e t s  
i n  t h e  d i n i n g  room (and  u p s t a i r s  bedroom c l o s e t s  as w e l l ) .  A l l  rooms have 10 l / 2  f o o t  
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cei l ings  and transomed doors w i t h  architraves having e i the r  bul lseyes o r  built-up convex 
moldings. On the second f loor ,  original  wide f loor  boards can s t i l l  be found, and the second 
s tory  doorway with i t s  etched glass  transom and s ide l igh ts  i s  or iginal .  Original 
radiators  of unusual design a re  found throughout the  house, and the second f loor  bathroom 
w i t h  four-and-a-half foot marble s labs  covering the lower portions of i t s  walls and s t i l l  
having i t s  original  lavatory and f ix tures ,  and also having two opalescent s ta ined glass  
windows, i s  of i n t e r e s t .  

The one remaining outbuilding associated with the Schowengerdt property i s  located 
immediately south of the house and was b u i l t  around the t u r n  of the  century t o  replace 
an e a r l i e r  service  building which had a greenhouse. The present building i s  a one-and- 
a-half s tory brick one, with a projecting three-sided bay on i t s  north s ide ,  having 
three rooms on the f i r s t  f loor ,  two on the second. Window and door openings ranged 
around the f i r s t  story have segmental arches composed of two header courses o r ,  on the 
west s ide ,  a s t re tcher  course. A diamond shaped vent i la t ion opening i n  the  upper t h i r d  
of the e a s t  wall betrays the use of tha t  par t  of the  building as a smokehouse. Above 
the opening below the gable peak i s  a small s ing le  l i g h t  window, a diminutive version 
of those below. In addition to  the  smokehouse w i t h  i t s  nine inch hewn log beams f o r  
hanging meat, was a room for  the  storage of firewood, and a laundry room. The upstai rs  
rooms were the: preserve of Franklin Schowengerdt's children. Now the building provides 
garage, work and storage space. 

For many years,  the Schowengerdt property was a small farm of several acres in  the  town 
having the usual farm animals, implements, vehicles and service buildings. As the property 
was subdivided and Walton S t r ee t  was opened a barn was moved south across the  s t r e e t  
and rebui l t .  No longer extant ,  i t  had a large hayloft with s t a l l s  below, granary, carr iage 
house, special compartment f o r  the "fishing wagon" buil t-to-order f o r  camping, s t a l l  fo r  
t he  big f r e igh t  wagon, and chicken houses. 

The spacious l o t ,  now consist ing of almost two acres,  r e f l ec t s  the primary i n t e r e s t  of 
three generations in hor t icul ture  and arboriculture.  Some of the  perennials i n  the 
flower garden and some of the shrubs and t rees  date back almost a century, including a 
specimen ginkgo t ree  nearly a century old. Presently there are  more than 150 va r i e t i e s  
of shrubs and t rees  on the grounds. Although a ru s t i c  summer house complete w i t h  r u s t i c  
furn i ture  res t ing on ground covered w i t h  crushed oyster  she l l s ,  and a small ch i ldren ' s  
playhouse under a russet  apple t r e e  no longer e x i s t ,  a trel l iswork bower w i t h  opposite 
facing benches from which a picket fence extends eastward and westward t o  divide the 
yard, helps define i t s  planted areas. 

Also of  i n t e r e s t  i n  considering the Schowengerdt property i s  the  survival of so much 
furn i ture  which has long associations with the three generatiom of Schowengerdts who 
have resided a t  308 East Boone's Lick Road. A considerable amount of t h i s  furn i ture  
i s  almost as  old as the house and the remainder i s  70-90 years old. 

The house and grounds of the Ernst Schowengerdt residence are  meticulously and affect ionately  
maintained by M. Neal and Margaret C.  Schowengerdt, grandchildren of the  builder,  and 
the  property i s  i n  excel lent  condition. 
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FOOTNOTE 

1 .  See Charles van Ravenswaay, The Arts  and Arch i t ec tu re  o f  German Set t lements  in  Missouri 
(Columbia and London: Un ive r s i ty  of  Missouri Press ,  1939) pp. 227, 231, 232, 236; 
An I l l u s t r a t e d  At l a s  of Warren County, t l i s sour i  (Ph i l ade lph ia :  Edwards Brothers ,  1877) 
p. 35. 
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E r n s t  Schowengerdt  pu rchased  a b o u t  a  b l o c k  o f  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t e  home p l a c e  f r o m  M r .  
and  Mrs .  Henry  W r i g h t .  O r i g i n a l  ent ry5was i n  January ,  1835,' and p a t e n t  was f r o m  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  Henry Wa l ton  i n  1827. L a t e r  E r n s t  bough t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  
a d j o i n i n g  ac res  f r o m  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  

!Ihen E r n s t  pu rchssed  $he p r o p e r t y ,  Wa l ton  S t r e e t ,  Wightrnan S t r e e t ,  and Sou ths ide  Avenue 
had n o t  been p l a t t e d .  The p r o p e r t y  ex tended  f rom t h e  m i d d l e  o f  Boone 's  L i c k  Road on 
~ h e  n o r t h  k~eyond wha t  i s  now S o u t h s i d e  Avenue on t h e  s o u t h .  On t h e  e a s t ,  438 f e e t  
b o r d e r e d  o r  i tope~wel l  Road (now Highway 47 S o u t h ) .  

On t h e  p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  E r n s t  had bough t  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e r e  were two f rame houses, 
one t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and one t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  where he b u i l t .  Photo t 1 2  shows t h e  house 
t o  t h e  west  i n  w h i c h  t h e  Schowengerdt  f a m i l y  l i v e d  u n t i l  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  was comp le ted .  

Here t o o ,  t h e  Thomas Uightman f a m i l y  l i v e d  f o r  a  t i m e  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  L a t e r  b o t h  
houses were t o r n  down, and t h e  space became p a r t  o f  t h e  Schowengerdt lawn.  

The Thomas Wightman f a m i l y ' s  l i v i n g  as n e i g h b o r s  t o  t h e  Schowengerdts d u r i n g  t h e  1870 's  
had g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  F r a n k l i n  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  as a  
c h i l d  o f  t e n  he had p u t  candy f r o m  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s t o r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p i c k e t  fence  t o  a  
v e r y  c u t e  l i t t l e  c u r l y  h a i r e d  b l o n d e .  He c o u l d  n o t  know t h e n  t h a t  she (Laura  
Wightman) w o u l d  l a t e r  become h i s  w i f e  and mother  t o  s i x  c h i l d r e n  o r  t h a t  t h e y  wou ld  
spend o:ore t h a n  72 y e a r s  o f  m a r r i e d  l i f e  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  Schowengerdt hoine. 

The f a n i l y ' s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Schowengerdts c o n t i n u ? d ,  and on September 21, 1827, 
one y e z r  and e i g h t  months a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  E r n s t ' s  f i r s t  w i f e ,  t h e r e  aas a  doub le  
wedding.  Laura Wightinan m a r r i e d  F r a n k l i n  Scho',iengerdt and h e r  'widowed mother  m a r r i e d  
F ra r i k l  i n ' s  f a t h e r .  A f t e r  t h e  ceremonies a t  t h e  !,iightman home i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  t h e  two 
coup les  case t o  N a r r e n t o n  t o  make t h e i r  hcme. A r e c e p t i o n  and a  serenade w i t h  
o r c h e s t r a  had been a r r a n g e d  a t  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  t o  welcome them. 

Laura  was 1 8  y e a r s  o l d ,  F r a n k l i n ,  22;  Sarah, 48, and E r n s t  68. E r n s t  l i v e d  o n l y  
u n t i  1  1391. 

Always - -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  - -  t h e  Schow n g e r d t  home has been c l o s e l y  
connec ted  w i t h  t h e  Schowengerdt  s t o r e ,  ( b u i l t  i n  18137,~ t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  r e s i d e n c e ) .  
The s t o r e  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Boone's L i c k  Road and Y a r k e t  S t r e e t ,  i s  a b o u t  two b l o c k s  
5rom t h e  hcme; and t h o  s t o r e  l i k e  t h o  r e s i d e n c e ,  has remained i n  che Schowengerdt 
f a m i l y  f o r  o v e r  112  y e a r s .  E r n s t  b u i l t  a  s t u r d y  b r i c ! c  s t r u c t u r e ,  and iunder t h e  name 
o f  E .  S c h o ~ ~ e n g e r d t  and Son, he e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s t o r e  t o  accomodate t h e  town and t h e  
r u r a l  a r e a .  F u r n i t u r e ,  s a l t ,  f l o u r ,  and many o t h e r  i t e m s  were bought  i n  c a r  l o a d  
l o t s .  E v e r y t h i n g  fanners  needed was s o l d ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  oroduced w o u l d  be 
purchased - p o u l z r y ,  eggs,  sorghum, maple  sy rup ,  meat, r o o t s ,  woo l ,  h i d e s ,  e t c .  
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Many customers  came many m i l e s  t o  t r a d e  and wou ld  o f t e n  come t o  t h e  house f o r  d i n n e r .  
Some spoke o n l y  German. Some o f  t o d a y ' s  customers  a r e  t h e  f o u r t h  and even f i f t h  
g e n e r a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  m i d - U i n e t e e n t h  Century ,  t h e r e  was no bank i n  town; and E r n s t  w o u l d  o f t e n  keep 
money f o -  customers,  and when he went  t o  S t .  L o u i s  wou ld  buy bonds f o r  them. 

F o r  a  t i rne E r n s t  and $ i s  f a m i l y  be longed  t o  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church, b u t  l a t e r  u n i t e d  
w i t h  t h e  Evsngel  i c a l  . He had come t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ~ a i  t h  no money and no  f i n a n c i a l  
b a c k i n g ,  b u t  by w o r k i n g  n a r d  and p r a c t i c i n g  t h r i f t ,  he and h i s  w i f e  were a b l e  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  h i s  amb jb ion  o f  p r o v i d i n g  h i s  f a m i l y  w i t h  a  good home and o t h e r  advantages 
and  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Hav ing  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l s  o f  f a r m  l a n d ,  h e  had 
pu rchased  l a r g e  acreage o f  v i r g i n  p r a i r i e  i n  an a d j o i n i n g  coun ty ,  and o f  t h i s  he 
gave each o f  h i s  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a  good s i z e d  fa rm.  

A f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  dea th ,  F r a n k l i n  owned and managed t h e  s t o r e .  He a l s o  h e l p e d  
o r g a n i z e  and was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  Bank o f  ~ a r r e n t o n . 1 1  Laura was t a l e n t e d  
i n  a r t  and t o o k  l e s s o n s  f r o m  an a r t  t e a c h e r  who came t o  Warrenton f r o m  S t .  L o u i s .  
Seven o f  h e r  o i l  p a i n t i n g s  done i n  t h e  l a t e  N i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  T w e n t i e t h  Cen tu ry  
hang i n  t h e  home today .  She was a l s o  a  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Shakespeare and Growning c l u b s .  

I n  1930 l e r  pep i n t e r e s t  i n  f l o w e r  g a r d e n i n g  l e d  h e r  t o  h e l p  o r g a n i z e  t h e  Warrenton 
Garden C l ~ o , ' ~  wh ich  h e l p e d  p l a n  c i t y w i d e  l a n d s c a p i n g .  She se rved  as p r e s i d e n t  and 
i n  o t h e r  o f f i c e s .  She was t h e  f i  t Chairman o f  t h e  Program and L e c t u r e s  Committee 
o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  Garden ClubrS and because F h e r  work ,  was made an Honora ry  L i f e  
::e.nber o f  t h e  Fsdera-isd Garden Club o f  M i s s o u r i .  74 

30th  Laura  and F r a n k l i n  wsre a c t i v e  i n  t h e  P4ethodist  Ep iscopa l  C u r c h :  he as 
Board me:nber and she as Sunday School  Teacher f o r  o v e r  30 y e a r s .  ? S 
Both  p a r e n t s  were d e d i c a t e d  t o  home and f a m i l y .  T h e i r  a m b i t i o n  was t o  g i v e  a l l  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a  good e d u c a t i o n  and wha tever  o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y  c o u l d  a f f o r d  and t o  
p r o v i d e  f 3 r  them a  good home wh ich  t h e y  w o u l d  l o v e  and always e n j o y  r e t u r n i n g  t o .  
E l i z a b e t h ,  t h e i r  s l c o n d  d a u g h t e r ,  d i e d  a  few months a f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  from c o l l e g e ,  
bu-i t h e y  gs,/e t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  c i i l d r e n  a  c o l l e g e  and a  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n .  

L a u r a  and F r a n k l i n  were o n l y  i n  t h e i r  m i d d l e  t h i r t i e s  when t h e y  had a l l  s i x  c h i l d r e n  - 
Env in ,  Lcrrena, Pau l ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  Nea l ,  and M a r g a r s t ,  aged one t o  f o u r t e e n .  E rw in ,  
Neal and M a r g a r e t  a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g .  

M .  Neal  Schowengerdt  c o n t i n u e s  t o  manage t h e  Schowengerdt s t o r e  and M a r g a r e t  f o r  many 
y e a r s  was 3 schoo l  t e a c h e r .  They a r e  b o t h  a c t i v e  members o f  t h e  l i a r r e n  County 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  and M a r g a r e t  was t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  
o f  Warren Countx ,  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  b i c e n t e n n i a l  p r o j e c t ,  and t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  sukvey e v e r  
conduc ted  o f  t h a t  c o u n t y ' s  i m p o r t a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  l e g a c y .  
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FOOTNOTES 

I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  E r n s t ' s  b i r t h ,  home and e a r l y  l i f e  i n  Germany a r e  found i n  
d e t a i l e d  r e s e a r c h  done i n  Germany by Frames Bonney and Idi l l iam H i l g e d i c k .  There 
a r e  photographs  o f  t a x  r e c o r d s  and church  r e c o r d s  i n  Schowengerdt f a m i l y  p o s s e s s i o n ,  

E r n s t  S ~ h o w e n g e r d t ,  Family B i b l e .  

I b i d .  - -- 

Cour t  Records .  

I b i d .  

I b i d .  -- 

P l a t  o f  ' ,farrenton i n  A n l u s t r a t e d  A t l a s  o f  Warren County, M i s s o u r i ,  p .  20.  

Mark8.t News, Vol. 24 ,  No. 23,  Nov. 2 2 ,  1947 and C o r n e r s t o n e  o f  b u i l d i n g .  

P o r t r a i t  and B i o g r a p h i c a l  Record,  p .  464.  -- 

I b i d .  -- 

[b!arrenton] Banner ,  J u l y  28, 1960 ,  p .  1 .  

" H i s t o y  o f  :,!arren-lon Sarden C l u b , "  illarren County Cen tenn ia l  Proaram, 1937 .  

Garden Forum, March 1940,  i l l u s t r a t e s  one o f  h e r  many a r t i c l e s .  ---- 

I b i d . ,  May, J u n e ,  J u l y  1941 -- 

P o r t r a i t  and B i o q r s p h i c a l  R d ,  
news?aper a r t i c l e s .  

p .  464; a l s o  i n  o b i t u a r i e s  and o t h e r  
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2 .  D i e  B i b e l  ~ u r  K ische ,  Schu le  und H3us Nach D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1872. 
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